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RED ERICK the Third, the 
. late king of Pruſſia, was ſupe- 
rior to every other prince of the age 
in which he lived, for the extent of 
his abilities, his talents as a ſtateſman 
and a general, his military exploits, 
and his literary attainments; and he 
excited the attention of mankind, in 
2a very high degree, during a great 
part of the preſent century. Such, 
indeed, were his actions, and ſuch 
hi -erlenediions; e 
volve, betore another _— ſhall 
A 718 id NY A2 r has 2 : ariſe, 
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PREFACE 


ariſe, equally active, able, enter- 
prizing, and warlike, and in whom 
ſuch various talents are united. A 
prince, who poſſeſſed abilities thus 
if plendid and uncommon, and thus 
conſpicuouſly and remarkably exert- 


ed, muſt naturally be a conſiderable 


object of literary curioſity; and we 
are ſolicitous to become accurately | 
acquainted with. ſo extraordinary and 
ſo diſtinguiſhed a character. | 

Tux Writer of, the preſent Work 
is aware of the extreme difficulty of 
doing juſtice to his ſubje&; but he 
has endeavoured to give an accurate 
and impartial account of the princi- 
Pal tranſactions of the life and reign 
of the late celebrated Pruſſian mo- 


narch; and it has been his aim not 


only 


D R E F A C E. 
lities of FREDERICK, as: a: king and | 
as a hero, but alſo: his more private 


character as a man, and as a lover of 
literature, ſcience, and the arts. He 
has not, however, been induced, by 
the ſplendour which ſurrounded the 
hero concerning whom he writes, to 
vindicate his actions, when they were 
in oppoſition to the dictates of juſtice. 
and of humanity. The rights of 
mankind, are of infinitely, more im- 
portance than the honour or the in. 
tereſts of princes; and howęyer flat. 
tering the repreſentations that may 
be given of kings during their lives, 
there can be no reaſon that theſe re- 
preſentations ſhould be continued for 
the © AFC of poſterity. JEAN 
| A 3 : wo. 


* R E F ACE 
As the Writer was >defibons; of 
giving to his Work as much authen! 
ticity as poſſible, the references to his 
authorities will be found to be nume- 
fous; and where the authors, from 
whom his facts are derived, relate 
incidents and tranſactions of which 
they were themſelves eye-witneſſes, 
he has ſometimes given longer notes, 
and more copious extracts, than he 
otherwiſe would have done, from a 
deſire of communicating the moſt 
exact and ſatisfactory information, 
and of enabling his readers to judge 


for themſelves of the authenticity = 
the bas chat are e related, oy 


912 * 5 1 


85 In- the * of this work, ac 


counts are occafionally given, parti- 
5 e 


PREFACE 
cnlarly in the notes, of men of letters, 
who were patronized by the King of 
Pruſſia, or with whom he was con- 
nected; and it is preſumed, that this 
part of the Work will not be unac- 
ceptable to readers of a literary taſte, 
to whom, anecdotes of literary men 
are generally more intereſting, than 
minute accounts of ſieges and of 
battles. 
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N collecting materials & - the firſt edition 
of this Work, I availee myſelf of every 
publication upon the ſubject which was then 

extant, and which 1 could conveniently pro- 
cure; and accordingly it will appear, from 

the references to my authorities in that edi- 
tion, as well as in the preſent, that I had 
conſulted a great variety of authors, and de- 
rived my information from numerous ſources 
of intelligence. But ſince the publication of 
that edition, the Oervres Poſthumes de Fre- 
deric II. Roi de Pruſſe, including his Hiftoire 
de Mons Temps, and his correſpondence, have 
been 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
ok been publiſhed, in fifteen volumes, octavo, 


at Berlin. To theſe poſthumous Works of 
Frederick, and to ſome other publications 
which have ſince appeared concerning him, I 
have, therefore, had recourſe for the improve- 
ment of this edition. But no publications 
which I have met with, ſince the appearance. 
of the firſt edition of my. work, have in the 
| leaſt changed my ſentiments reſpecting the 
general character of oy late Pruſſian _— 


Ir has been thioider bp PRO mat 1 4 
treated the character of Frederick with too 
much ſeverity; and it has been aſſerted, that 
I have examined his conduct on the princi- 
ples of the Engliſh conſtitution. But this 
charge is not well grounded. I could hays 
no motive to miſrepreſent the character of 
this celebrated prince; and I examined, his 
conduct on the ſame principles, on which: 
would have examined the conduct of Tibe- 
rius or of Trajan, the principles of eternal 
juſtice, The ſtate· papers of Frederick were 

| written 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


written with great art and addreſs, and too 
much implicit faith was given to them by the 
generality of readers, in his own time as well 
as ſince; as few would give themſelves the 
trouble to examine the truth of his ſtate- 
ments, or the juſtneſs of his reaſonings, in 
his public manifeſtoes. His wars were not, 
as he was often defirous of repreſenting them, 
wars of neceſſity, and of ſelf-defence : they 
were wars for the purpoſes of aggrandize- 
ment and of ambition. Of this every man 
muſt be convinced, by whom the facts ſhall 
be accurately and impartially inveſtigated. . 
The ſplendour of heroic actions, or thoſe 
which are fo denominated, is apt to dazzle 
and to deceive ; but no actions, however bril- 5 
liant in the eyes of the multitude, can be en- 
titled to applauſe, which are repugnant to 
juſtice, to humanity, and to the common 
rights of mankind, | 
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CHAP. I. 


The birth of Frederick III. king of Pruſſia.— He is 
inſtructed in his infancy in the French language, 
and early trained up in military exerciſes. —Ac- 

companies bis father on a viſit to Auguſtus, king 
of Poland. Character of his father, Frederick 
William, the ſecond king of Pruſſia.— The prince 
forms a ſcheme to quit his father's dominions.— 
His deſign diſcovered, and a young officer executed, 
who was to have accompanied him in his travels. 
—The prince himſelf confined in the caſtle of 
Cuftrin. e is releaſed, and his father becomes 
reconciled to bim. | | Page 1. 
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ou 8 of Pruſſia, after hls reconciliation 
with his father, applies himſelf cloſely to his 
ſtudies — His marringe. Accompanibs his father 
in a journey to the imperial camp.—Correſponds 
with Voltaire.—Makes a tour ts Holland.—Be. 
comes a free-maſon,=Baron Bielfeld*s deſcrip- 
tion of bis perſon and manners. Accaunt of his 
court at Rheinſberg, and character of his wife, 
the princeſs royal. — The prince patronizes men 
of letters, aud-projeſſors of the fine artis. —Iiit 
correſpondence with M. Subm, envoy from the 
court of Dreſden to the courts of Berlin and 


. 8 e - 


CHAP, III. 


Death of Frederick William i Acoeſfon of Frede- 
rick TIT. to the throne of Pruſſia.» His popula- 
rity among his ſubjects on his acceſſion.— He at- 
tends the funeral of his father.—Diſbands the 
regiment of tall guards. — Inſtitutes a new. order 
of knighthood.—Declines being crowned.Vul- 
taire congratulates him on his acceſſion. —Viſits 
ſeveral parts of his dominions. Tales a journey 
to Straſonrgh. — Has an interview with Voltaire. 
Prin. 


c Or N Uf -R. N. I 8. 


Prints bis. Auli-Machiavel.—Glaims, . and 


ſeixes, 1209 diſtricts in the br poſſe 1 the biſhop 
of Leige. N | Page 74. 


CHAP. Iv. 


Retroſpective view of the gradual Fel in power 
of the princes of the houſe of Brandenburgh.— 
The death of the emperor Charles V. Several 
princes of Europe endeavour io deprive his 
daughter, Maria Thereſa, of the ſucceſſion to the 
hereditary dominions of the bouſe. of : Auſtria, 
which had been guarantied to ber by the Prag- 
matic Sanction. - Ihe king of Pruſſia enters Silefia 
at the head of a large body of troops, and lays 
claim to that province. Fruitleſs negociation 
with the queen of Hungary. 122. 


CHAP. v. 


Progreſs of the Pruſſian army in Sileſia.— The city 
of Glogau taken by ſurprize.—Thbe battle of Mol- 
Wwitz,—The city of Brieg ſurrenders to the Pri- 
fian arms,—The Britiſh and Dutch miniſters pre- 
ſent a memorial to Frederick, on his invaſion of 
Silefia.—He makes himſelf maſter of the ſtrong 
fortreſs of Neiſs.—Enters Breflaw, and receives 
the homage of the nobility, clergy, and burghers. 


* returns to Berlin. —Siate of the Auſtrian 
affairs. 


CONTENTS. 


© affairs. —The court of France engages in the war 
againſt the queen of Hungary.—The elector of 
Bavaria raiſed to the imperial throne. P. 143. 


CHAP. VL 


Splendour of tbe court of Berlin, after the return 
F the king from Sileſia. Marriage of the prince 
of Pruſſia. —The king ſets out from Berlin in the 

- midſt f winter, in order to join his army, and 
oppoſe the progreſs of the Auſtrians. —He has an 
interview with the king Poland. — He arrives 
at Prague, and proceeds from thence to Olatz ih 
Bohemia, and afterwards to Olmutz, the capital 
. of Moravia.——The town of Iglau taken by prince 
Thierry of Anhalt Deſſau.— Frederick makes 
himſelf maſter of Znaym.—Abandons Olmutz, 
and retreats out of Moravia.— He defeats the 
Auſtrian army, under the command of prince 
Charles of Lorrain, at Czaſlau, in Bohemia.—. 
Concludes a peace with the queen of Hungary.— 
He returns to Berlin.-Difficulties to which the 
French are reduced, after Frederick had con- 
cluded a ſeparate peace with the court of Vienna. 
—T he diſtreſsful ſituation of the emperor. 170. 
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 Firderick ap plies: binſelf fo le Mes of the 


internal government of his kingdom, and efta- 


 bliſhes a new academy'df ſciences and belles let- 


tres at Berlin. Marriage of the princeſs Ulrica, 


the king's er, with the prince=toyal of Sweden. 
Frederick again prepares for war. His an- 
fevers to the requiſitions made by tbe earl of 


. Hyndford, as ambaſſador from Great Britain. 
He concludes a treaty at Franckfort, and engages 


to ſupport the emperor.—Publiſhes a manifeſts 


_ againſt the queen of Hungary, and 1 reſetripts 
NR 9 "jp 


c HAP. , 


3 . 443 


Frederick puts himſelf at the head of bis troops, 


and marches into Bobemia.— The extraordinary 


| proclamation publiſhed by bim in that count ry. 
Makes bimſelf maſter of the city of Pragne, and 


of ſome other towns and fortreſſes. —A flop put to 
the progreſs of bis arms by prince Charles of 
Lorraine.— Frederick is obliged to abandonPrague, 
and his other conqueſts, and to retreat precipi- 
tately into Sileſia, and from thence to Berlin, 
with great loſs. Deatb of the emperor.The. 


- king of Pruſſia-returns again 10 Sileſia, at the 


a : head 
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CONTENDS 


bead of ſeventy thouſand men.—Battle of Hohen 
Friedberg, in which Frederick! gains a compleat 
1 over 2 Charles of Lorrain. P. 2 34. | 
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' The king of Profis encomps bis army in Bobemig. 
MNæociatiaus entered into by him, and repue-.. 
+ ſentations made by bis miniſters at foreign courts. 
and crowned. al Franckfort.-Battle. of Sobri— 
Frederick returns 1d. Berlin. — Sets aut again 
rom that city, and puis bimſelf at the head of 
His troops in S ileſiao—AFion at Heuner/dorff — 
The king makes himſelf maſter of Gorlitz.—The 
Auſtrians retreat before him into Bobemia.— he 
city of Leiꝑſi c furtenders to the p Prince of Anbalt 
Deſſau.—Otber totons in Saxony taken poſſeſſion, 
of by that prince.— Ile defeats . the Saxons, and 
"Auſtrians at  Keſſeldorft —The. tity of Dreſden 
furrenders to the king of Prufſia.—Peace con- 
cluded in that capital. Frederick | returns in 
. triumph to Berlin. e ; 254- 
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CODY TENTS. 
©. the Frederician code. M. Manpertuis placed at 
the head of the royal academy of ſciences" and 
. belles lettres. New regulations of that academy. 


ww Frederick grants permiſſon for the erection of 
a Roman Catholig church at Berlin. P. 287. 
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| Frederick pub 72 5 'bis Mempirs of the Hue of 
_ Brandenburgh, and his poem on the Art of War. 
Some account of thoſe performances —Fournies 
made by the king. — Entertainments of the court, 
at bis di ferent rountry Placer, 9 


h {© *% 
Þ Y * 
* # + 

„ 


CHAP. XII. 


Frederict appoints M. Bielfeld ſuperintendant of | 
all the untyerſities in his dominions. I be king's 
attention to the intereſts. of bis Subje@s, x and the 

embelliſhment of his capital.—He maintains the 

right. of his 5 ſubjects to navigate the eas, without 

interrupt ion from other pawers at warerr is 

repreſentatiqus an that ſubjef-:to the States- 

- general, and to the court of Great Britgin.— 

a Conteſt between the king of Pruſſia and bjs Bri- 
fannick majeſty, concerning the property of 

e inter paſes in the di iſputes 
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CONTENTS. 


— the courts f Ruſſia and Sweden,—Hyg 
 Tecelues - "Owl from. . 1 at Potſdam. 
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CHAP. XIWL 
Repeated applications made by the Lig of Pruſſia 


Jo Voltaire, to induce bim to uit France, and 
_ reſide at the court of Berlin.—Valtaire!. s. arrival, | 
| and reception.—Diverſions and entertainments at 
the Pruſſian court. — Frederick's node of living 
at this period, Deſcription of the palace of 

9 ans-Souci.— Methods adopted by the king for 

increaf ing. Ar F of bis dominions. 339- 


CHAP. XIV. 


Mz ee between the king and Voltaire. 

The latter involved in a law-ſuit with a Few. 
The king interferes in an academical diſpute Be- 
tween Maupertuis and K. 0enig.— Voltaire ſup- 
ports the cauſe of the latter, in oppoſition to the 
king. I © ſatirical piece againſt Maupertuis, 
written by Voltaire, publickly burnt at Berlin, 
= Voltaire quits Berlin, a and is Logs at Franck. 
"York, Xs 88 ** 
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CHAP. XV. 


Frederick oppoſes the election of a | Bn of the Roe 
nans.—He detains a part of the debt due 10 
Britiſh ſubjedts from the Sileſian revenues, by 
way of repriſals for. captures of Pruſſian veſſels, 
— made by Britiſh cruizers.—He viſits the city of 

I \ Amſterdam, in company with colonel Balbi.— 
| Oppoſition made by him to the Subſidiary treaty 
| entered into between Great Britain and Rufſia.— 


F He contludes himſelf « a treaty. with the king of 
| Great Britain, 3 Page 398. 
C HAP. * 

Tealouſy and apprebenſſon excited i in the ts 
ing powers, by the great army of the king of 
. Pruſſia, bis military preparations, and his inde- 
- . fatigable diligence in exerciſing his trogps.— | 
| Eventual treaty of partition entered into againſt | 
e him, in caſe of bis giving riſe to a new war.— 
„ Declaration bis Rritannick. majeſty, relative to 
- the treaty- conoluged FO hath and the king 
3 a Rn < 55 
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CHAP. XVII. 


The Mie of Pruſſia 0 an explanation of the 
5 empreſ5-queen, relative to the defign of ber mili- 
tary preparations, —Is diſſatisfied 1b ber au- 
Fuer, and reſolves on tbe immediate commence- 
men of hoſtilities, Publiſhes a declaration of 
bis motives for oppoſing the court of Vienna. 
' Demands a paſſage for his troops through the 
electorate of Saxony. Enters the eleforate with 
a large army, and publiſhes a mani to. —The 
ting of Poland retires from Dreſden, and repairs 
"to the camp at Pirna. Pioage 434 


CHAP. XVII. 


The king of Pruſſia ſeizes the revenues of the ick 
 forate of Saxony. —Caufes the ſecret cabinet at 
© "Dreſden, containing the archives of the elefforate, 
"tobe" broken open, not vithNanding the "perſonal 

N oppoſition of the queen of Paland.——He attends 
deere Bt a Keren dburth in Dr gr 
be tgp Poland folteits the mediation and 
eſMance of the neutral poerr of Europe, on the 
Hing of Pruſſiq's invaſion of bis eleBtorate, and 
taking poſſeſſion of its government and revenues, 
Memorial preſented by his Poliſh majeſiy's re- 
Aden, * the Hague to the States-general. De- 

5 claration 
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claration of the empreſs of Ruſſia againſt the con- 
duct of the king'af. Priſia. Declaration of the 
king of France againſt bim,==Three imperial de- 
' cye2s iffued Aab Mn. Ff publiſbes an ib 
"Fatt memorial ia vindication of * has 451. 
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| Auſtria, PRI ia, France, and a great part of the 

| empire, united againſt Frederick. He endeavours 8 4 

| to force the Saxon troops, encamped at Pirna, 10 1 

a ſurrender. — Marches into Bohemia, and engages 

| the Auftrian army, under the command of mare- | | 
chal Brown, at Lowoſitz.—He prevents the | 
Auſtrians from affording any relief to the Saxons. 
—The Saxon troops at Pirna endeavonr to effec- 
tuate an eſcape, but without ſucceſs. Letter of 


: the king of Poland to count Rutowſki.—The 
Saxon army ſurrenders to the king of Pruſſia, by 
capitulation.— His Poliſh majeſty quits his elec- 
| toral dominions, and retires into Poland. The 


Pruſſian troops go into winter-quarters.— Appli- 


. cation made, on behalf of his Poliſh majeſty, to the + 

f primate and ſenators of the republic of Poland, by 

4 count Beftucheff, high chancellor of Ruſſia.— The 

' king of Pruſſia is put under the ban of the empire. 
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He is ps in bis infancy in the W lax 
guage, and early trained up in military exerciſes. 
— Accompanies his father on a viſit ta Auguſtus, 
king of Poland. Charader of bis father, Fre- 
derick William, the ſecond king. of Pru The 
Prince forms a ſcheme to quit h father's. domi- 
nions.— His deſign diſcovered, and a young officer 
executed, who was to have | accompanied him in 
bis travels. be prince himſelf: confintd in the 
| Caſtle Cuſtrin.— He is relegfed, and 9 


 becontes recontiled to bim. f bse 8 


n 
I 99K 4 * 


T great Prince, the — whoſe 

life, and the tranſactions of whoſe reign, 1 

have undertaken to relate, was the third fon of 
Vox. I. B | Fre- 


8 


= bs | MEMOtRS OF FREDERICK, 

I cu. I. Frederick William, the ſecond king of Pruſſia, 
wh = by Sophia Dorothea, daughter of George the 
W . Firſt, king of Great Britain. © He was born at 
| 4 Berlin, on the 24th of January, 1712. His two 
4 elder brothers died in their infancy [a]. He 
3 was baptized” by the name of CuARIES FREDE- 
1 RICK ; but he afterwards choſe to be known only 
"i by the name of Fxevzrrck, wholly omitting 
0 Cnanlks, both in his private letters, and in his 
== public memorials and ſtate-papers. In his child- 
* hood he was, chiefly committed to the care of 
1 madame de Rocoulle; and as this lady ſpoke only 
French, he was early familiarized to that lan- 
guage : which was probably the cauſe of that 
partiality to it, which he ever afterwards diſco- 
2 vered. But, at ſeven years of age, he was taken 
I out of the hands of the women; and the count 
| Albert Conrad de Finckenſtein, a lieutenant- 
general, and colonel of a regiment of horſe, was 
appointed his governor, and the baron de Kalck- 
ſteiñ his ſub-governor *. He had alſo a pre- 

De. named M. du Han, a French refugee. a 


'f 41 At the time of his birth kis Mikes) Frederick I. 
the firſt king of Pruſſia, was ſtill living; ſo that his father 
was then only prince-royal of Pruſſia. Frederick William, 
howerer, aſcended. the throne of Pruſſia in little more than 
a year after. The firſt king of Pruſſia died on er 25th. of 
February, 1713. "F 
„ Pollnitz's . by p. oy edit. * 1745. | 
> Ibid. p. 28. 
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Tür THIRD xfiG or PRUSSIA, 3 
native of Champagne, who had ſerved in the ce; 14. 
army, which recommended him to Frederick * — 
William, who preferred military men to thoſe 
of every other deſcription.” It has been obſerved, 
that M. du Han was fond of contradiction; and 
ſome have pretended, that it was from this pre- 
ceptor that Frederick acquired that love of dif- 
putation, and that propenſity to ſcepricifm, 
which he afterwards ſo ſtrongly manifeſted 7. 
He appears not to have derived much valuable 
' inſtruction from his tutors either in literature, 
or the ſciences; and made but an inconſiderable 
progreſs even in the Latin language. The great 
object of his father was to inſpire into him a 
taſte for a military life; and in this he was ſo 
well trained, that even when'a boy he was ACCU= 
rately verſed in military diſcipline; Bid 
In 1723, when he was in the twelfth year * 
his age, George the Firſt, king of Great-Britain, 
went from Hanover to Berlin, to pay a viſt to 
the king and queen of Pruſſia; and on the ſecond 
day after his Britannick majeſty's arrival, the 
prince royal of Pruſſia, in order to entertaĩm him, 
appeared on an eſplanade, near the gardens of 
the palace, at the head of three hundred young 
gentlemen cadets, of whom lie was colonel, and 
whom he exerciſed, with a degree of dexterity 


r —— 


7 * 


3 Eflai ſur Ia Vie et le Negne de Frederick II. Roi de 
Profle, par L/Abbe Donina, elit. Berlin, 8vo. 1788. p. 12. 
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cg 1. that ſurprized the Britiſh monarch*. The prince | 
* — did not, however, confine himſelf to his military 
8 exerciſes: but though he had not deri ved much 
aſſiſtance from his tutors, applied himſelf cloſely 
to the ſtudy of polite literature, chiefly in the 
French language, particularly poetry, and very 
early diſcovered a ſtrong propenſity to muſic, 
In 1728, he accompanied his father on a viſit to 
Auguſtus, king of Poland, who had invited his 
Pruſſian majeſty to paſs the carnival with him at 
Dreſden; and on this occaſion the Poliſh monarch 
conferred the order of the White Eagle on the 
Prince of Pruſſia, and preſented him with a c 
of the order worth 12,000 crowns. A 
two years after, he alſo went with his father, to 
be preſent at a very ſplendid military entertain- 
ment, which was made at the expence of the 
king of Poland, in the plain of Muhlberg, in 
the marquiſate of Miſnia, at the diſtance of about 
half a league from the Elbe. A camp. was 
formed, and troops wereafſembled, to the amount 
of twenty-three thouſand men, for the purpoſe 
of performing a variety of military evolutions. 
Temporary edifices of different kinds were 


_ + Hiſtory of Pruſſia, during the reign of Frederick Wil- 
| liam, London, 8vo. 1756. p. 305. Hiſtoire de Frederic 
Guillaime I. Roi de Pruſſe, i amo. Amſterdam et Leipzig, 
1741, Tome II. p. 79. 
Hiſtory of Pruflia, during the reign of Frederick Wi 
liam, p. 376. 
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THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA, 


erected; and ſeveral days were paſſed in military « Cnas,'t,. 


amuſements. Mock fights were exhibited ; and 1 


in the evenings ſuperb fire-works were played — 


off, and comedies performed; to W were 
added balls and concerts. 

It was not long after their return from this 
excurſion, that a great miſunderſtanding took ' 
place between the king of Pruſſia and his ſon 
the prince-royal, and which at length aroſe to 
ſuch a height, as to induce the latter to form a 
reſolution. to quit his father's dominions. Of 
the grounds of this quarrel, we are not very 
exactly informed]; but it has generally been ac- 
counted for from the violent temper of the king, 
and the auſterity of his behaviour; which renders 
it neceſſary to make here ſome obſervations re- 
ſpecting his character and manners. 

Freperrck WIILIAM, the ſecond king of 
Pruſſia, was a prince whoſe ideas were almoſt 
wholly military, and the principal object of 


whoſe reign, from the very commencement of 


it, was, to render himſelf reſpectable to his 
— by * up a numerous army [Lx]. 
By 


Hiſtory of Pruſſia, during the reign of Frederick William, 
p. 402419. Hiſtoire de Frederic-Guillaume, Roi du Pruſſe, 
Tome II. p. 240260, 

[B] Of the origin of his deſire of maintaining a nume- 
rous army the following account is given by his ſon: * W 
* the greateſt deſigns may ſometimes be conſidered as the 
6 reſult of mere chance, we may venture to affirm, that ſome: 

B 3 « Engliſh 


K. 
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Quan. 1. By his frugal adminiſtration of his finances he 


contrived, the very firſt year of his reign, to 


[Bey ce maintain fifty thouſand men, without any foreign 


ſubſidies 7. His greateſt pleaſure was to be 
maſter of the talleſt regiment in Europe; he 
ſpared no expence to procure the largeſt men he 
could meet with [e]; and he ſcems to have 

ſcrupled 


Engliſh officers put Frederick William upon forming thoſe 
plans, which he afterwards carried into execution. This 
5 prince, in his youth, ſerved in Flanders; and, during the 
* ſiege of Tournay, at which he was preſent, happened to 
fall in with two Engliſh generals, who were diſputing to- 

« gether with great warmth. One of them maintained, that 
* the king of Pruſſia would find it a difficult matter to main- 
* tain fifteen thouſand men, without foreign ſubſidies ; and 
the other contended, that he could maintain twenty thou- 
fand. The young prince, all on fire, immediately ſaid, 
The king, my father, can maintain thirty thouſand, when- 
ever he pleaſes,” The Engliſhmen cqnfidergd theſe words 


as the fally of an ambirious young man, fond of exagge- 


rating the advantages of his country : but Frederick Wil- 
* liam, when he had himſelf aſcended the throne, did much 

more than he had aſſerted might be done by his father,” 
Mémoires pour ſervir a V'Hiſtoire de la Maiſon dg Brande- 
bourg, p. 191. Oeuvres primitives de Frederic II. tome II. 


edit. Amſterdam, 8vo. 1790. 


7 MeEmoires pour ſervir a PHiſtoire de la Maiſon de Bran- 
dehourg, p. 191, 192. 

[e] It is ſaid in the « Hiſtory of Pruſſia, during the 
70 Reign of Frederick William,“ that the king augmented 
4 his army, and omitted nothing to make his troops the ſineſt 
? in the world. This noble ambition being his amuſement, 
? he ſpared no money to procure it ; and gave as far as two 

f 2 thouſand 
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2 ſcrupled no methods of obtaining men for his Cn. I. 
6] 1 [o]. Voltaire ſays, that this monarch - — 
n | «© uſed TIE 
; * thouſand crowns for an extraordinarily tall man, that he 
1 could place in the firſt rank of his great grenadiers, But 
e « the king deſigning that all his troops in general, for the 
@ * future, ſhould be compoſed of none but tall men, appointed 
4 every captain a certain diſtrict, throughout the whole extent 
© of his dominions, out of which he might take ſuch men 
e * as he liked beſt, either by fair means, or force, provided 
is they were not married, or houſekeepers. And alſo that 
e * young men might not, on the one hand, exempt themſelves 
0 from ſervice, by means of marriage and houſekeeping g 
— * or moſt of them, on the other, precipitately marry impro- 
it « perly, for fear of becoming ſoldiers; the king would have 


no young man permitted to marry for the future, without 
the conſent of the captain, on whoſe liſt he was, according 

to the repartition of the diſtrits.”., P. 136, 137, | 
Lo] He not only employed perſons to enliſt ſoldiers for 
him in different countries, but his agents ſometimes teok 
men by farce out of the territories of other princes, Among 
others, a brewer was forcibly taken out of a village in Poland, 
belonging to general count Fleming ; wha made repeated 
_ remonſtrances againſt this violence, but without effect. The 
Pruſſian enliſters alſo took a number of tall men by force 
out of the electorate of Hanover. Hift. of Pruſſia, during the 
reign of Frederick William, p. 306, 377, 387, 388. Hiftorical 
Regiſter, vol. XIV. p. 247, 251, 253, 255. A conduct ſo 
violent, and ſo repugnant to reaſon, juſtice, and the law of 
nations, gave ſa much offence to George II. who, in 1727, 
ſucceeded to the throne af Great-Britain, that it had nearly 
occaſioned a war between Hanover and Pruſſia. By the com- 
mand of his Britannick majeſty, ſome Pruſſian ſubaltern officers 
and ſoldiers were arreſted in Hanover, by way of repriſal 
far the Havoverians that had been forcibly enliſted by the 
34 Pruſſians. 


* 
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| 1 82 1. uſed to walk from his palace clothed in an old 
17 wan. © blue coat, with copper buttons, half way down * 


—— © his 


Pruſſians. Manifeſtoes were publiſhed on both ſides, and 
troops were aſſembled ; but the affair was at length accom- 
modated, without coming to extremities, by the interpoſition 
of other powers. A great animoſity, however, afterwards 
continued between Frederick William and the king of Eng- 
land; though it might, perhaps, be increaſed by other cauſes, 
Baron Bielfeld ſays, that the quarrel between them had once 
ariſen ſo high, that the two monarchs, after the example 
© of Charles V. and Francis I. had determined to decide it 
by ſingle combat; that the king of England had fixed on 
* brigadier Sutton for his ſecond; and that his Pruſſian 
' © majeſty had made choice of colonel Derſchau the territory 
of Hilderſheim being appointed for the rendezvous. His 
# Britannick majeſty was then at Hanover, and his Pruſſian 
© majeſty was already arrived at Saltzdahl, near Brunſwick; 
„Baron von Bork, who had been the Pruſſian miniſter at 
* London, and was diſmiſſed from that court in a very un- 
* gracious manner, arriving at Saltzdahl, found the king his 

* maſter in ſo violent a rage, that he did not think it adviſe- 
able directly to oppoſe his deſign; but, on the contrary, 
in order to gain time, ſeemed to approve of the choice of 
a ſingle combat, and even offered his fervice to carry the 
challenge. But entering the king's apartment about an 
hour after, he took the liberty to ſay, ** Sire, I am con- 
#* vinced, that your majeſty's quarrel ought not to be decided 
% but by a duel; and, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, 
as between one gentleman and another. But your majeſty 
* is ſcarcely recovered from à dangerous illneſs, and have 
yl! remaining all the ſymptoms of your late diforder; 
% hw unfortunate, therefore, would it be, if you ſhould re- 
* lapſe the evening before the combat, or even that very 
* mornng? what a — would that be for the king of 

« England? 


* 
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t his thighs; and when he bought a new one, e L 


© theſe buttons were made to ſerve again |. 


173. 


12 1 


« England? and what would the world fay? What ally 
ec ſuſpicions would it caſt upon your majeſty's courage ? 
* Would it not, therefore, be far better to poſtpone the affair 
* for a few days, till your majeſty's health is eſtabliſhed?” 
The king, they ſay, acquieſced, though with difficulty, in 
© theſe reaſonings ; the challenge was not ſent ; the miniſters 
on both ſides gained time; the wrath of the two kings by 


degrees evaporated ; and by the next year they became in 


* ſome degree reconciled,” Bielfeld's Letters, vol. iii. p. 195, 

196, 197. 
Frederick himſelf in his Memoires de Brandebourg, has men- 

tioned the following particulars. relative to the animoſity 


which ſubſiſted between his father and his uncle. He fays, 


that © Frederick William and George IT. though brothers- 


* in-law, and almoſt brought up together, could not endure 


' each other, even when children, This perſonal hatred, 
and ſettled antipathy, had like to have proved very perni- 
© cious to their ſubjects, when they had both aſcended the 
* throne. The king of England uſed to ftile the king of 
* Pruſſia, my brother the ferjeant ; and the king of Pruſſia the 


king of England, my brother the player. This animoſity 


* ſoon infected their dealings, and did not fail to have its 
influence on the moſt important events.“ P. 234, 235. 

[z] The author of the Hiſtory of Pruſſia, during the 
* reign of Frederick William,” fays, He deteſted luxury 


in dreſs and furniture, and would not lie in a chamber 


* hung with tapeſtry. He wore only a coat of coarſe blue 
* cloth, with gilt copper buttons, a ſtraw-coloured waiſtcoat 
with a ſingle gold lace, and ſtraw-coloured breeches alſo, 
except in ſummer, when he wore linen ones. He wore 
* only white ſpatterdaſhes, which were faſtened with ſmall 
* copper buttons, by the help of a little iron hook, with 
4 | * which 


to | . MEMOIRS OF PREDERICK; 


bs Cnay. I. It was in this dreſs that his majeſty, armed 
uw - = with a huge ſerjeant's cane, marched forth 
' — every day to review his regiment of giants. 
| © Theſe giants were his greateſt delight, and the 
85 * things for which he went to the heavieſt ex- 
© pence, The men who ſtood in the firſt rank 
* of this regiment, were none of them leſs than 
© ſeven feet high; and he ſent to purchaſe them 
from the moſt remote parts of Europe, and 
© even from Aſia. I have ſeen ſome of them 
© ſince his death *,” „ 
= | It is faid of FREDERICXK W1LETAM by his 4 
1 tdthat he left hehind him an army of ſixty-ſix 
thouſand men, whom his great oeconomy ena- 
© bled him to maintain; his finances increaſed ; 


+. * which they were forcibly drawn till they came into the 
LD | button holes. His ſhoes were ſtrong, and durable, with 
#54 high heels and ſquare toes. His hat had only a plain 
rg; * narrow gold lace, and little button withaut a loop, and 2 
#4 | band of gold twiſt abaut it, from which a ſmall golden 
1 | taſſel hung down on each fide of the hat. The graſp of 
1 | his ſword was of ſilver wire, the guard and ſhell of gilt 


* copper, the blade large, long, and heavy, and the whole 
hung by an elk ſkin belt, whitened with chalk." P. 81, 
82. The ſame writer ſays, in another place, that Frederick 
William was ſuch à lover of oeconomy, that he eſtabliſhed 
a profeſſor at Hall to teach it publicly; and believed, that 
* ſtate wanted nothing but oeconomy and troops to make 
eit flouriſh,” P. 525. 


Memoirs of the Life of Voltaire, . written by himſelf; 
wranſlated from the French, Lond. 8vo. 1785. p. 17, 18. 


the 
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4 the public treaſure full; and the moſt ſurprizing Crap. I. 


h © order in all his affairs, If one may truly ſay, —.— 
N # that it is to the acorn, from which it ſprung, A= 
e © that we are indebted for the ſhade of the oak, - 


- © the whole world muſt allow, that it is to the 
k © Jabours of this prince, and the wiſe meaſures 
n * which he adopted, that we muſt look for the 
n © ſources of that proſperity which the royal houſe 
d © has enjoyed fince his death 9.” But though 
n Frederick William, agreeably to his ſon's ac- 

count of him, was in ſundry reſpects an able 


* and a politic prince, yet his temper was violent 
x and arbitrary, and his manners were often 
1 extremely rough, and approaching even to bru- 
|; tality [F.]. Voltaire ſays, that he was an abſo- 

t © lute 
he 


_ © Memoires de Brandebourg, ut ſupra; p. 261, 262. 


ch [r] His temper and manners ſeem to have been variable; 
4 and there is a great contrariety in the accounts given of him 
* by different writers. Baron Pollnitz, in a letter from Berlin, 
en dated June 6, 1729, ſays, I had the honour to ſee the 
of king, who was then ſeeing his ſoldiers mount guard. He ; 
alt is a prince of a middling ſtature, and in very good plight 
le of body. His air commands reſpect; yet, when he pleaſes, 
1, * no prince in the world can be more gracious. I heard 
ck * him ſpeak to his officers in ſuch a kind manner, as could 
ed not but charm them. I admired his genius for military 
dat diſcipline; and perceived, that, with the glance of an eye, 
ke he could diſcover the leaſt fault committed againſt that 
* wonderful exactneſs, which is introduced in the evolutions 
elf, * of his troops. After the guards had performed their exer- 


* ciſe, the king ſtayed to ſee them file off. I never yet ſaw 
. troops march with more order and ſtate, ſo that it ſeemed 
he 2 
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Cxxz. I.* Jute Vandal, who thought of no other thing, 
| _ his whole reign, than amaſling of money, 


A. D. 
1730. 


0 


64 


* and 


as if they were all moved by one ſpring. All the ſoldiers 
are young, of an even ſtature, and the clevereſt fellows that 
nature ever formed. They are well cloathgd, and have 
ſuch an air of neatneſs, that even the private centinels 
might all paſs for officers.” 

The ſame writer alſo ſays, © The miniſters of moſt conſe- 
quence at this court are Meſſieurs d'Ilgen, Grumkau, and 
Kniphauſen, Theſe are they who treat of foreign affairs, 
and through whoſe hands paſs the ſecrets of ſtate : but the 
king's prime miniſter is the king himſelf, who is informed 
of every thing, and is deſirous to know every thing. He 
gives great application to buſineſs, bur does it with extra- 
ordinary caſe; and nothing eſcapes his penetration, nor 
his memory, which is a very happy one. No one knows 
better than he where his government is ſtrong, and where 
it is weak; and no ſovereign in the world is of more eaſy 
acceſs, his ſubjects being actually permitted to write to him, 


* without any other formality than ſuperſcribing the letter, 


* 


Ro” am Vo 


Ll 


4 


To the King. By writing underneath, To be delivered into 


His Majeſty's own hends, one may be ſure that the king re- 


ceives and reads it, and that the next poſt he will anſwer 
it, either with his own hand, or by his ſecretary. Theſe 
anſwers are ſhort, but peremptory; and they prevent a 
tedious, painful attendance. The king, who is an enemy 
to vain pomp and pageantry, always goes abroad without 
guards, with only a ſmall retinue, and ſametimes too walks 
on foot, He makes his greatneſs to conſiſt in ſolid power, 
in the having his troops well diſciplined, his places kept 
up in good order, his arſenals well provided, and his trea- 
ſury full enough to enable him to oppoſe his enemy, in caſe 
he be attacked.” 


£ Thers 
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8 and maintaining, at the leaſt poſſible a Bc I. 


. the fineſt ae in Europe. Never were == 


© ſubjects — 


© There is no town in all the king of Pruſſia's dominions, 
except Neufchatel, where he has not been; no province 
which he does not know full well; not a noble family but 
he can tell their revenues; nor a court of juſtice but he is 
well acquainted with their chief membert—His diverſion 
is hunting; and for this reaſon, he refides conſtantly at 
\ © Potſdam, or Wuſterhauſen, which are pleaſure-houſes fou? 
miles from Berlin. Yet he generally goes on Saturdays 
into his capital, where he holds a council on Sunday, and 
returns on Monday. In the winter he makes a longer ſtay 
« at Berlin: but let him be either here or there, he is on the 
parade every day at ten o'clock, when his ſoldiers mount 
guard; after which he gives audience to his miniſters, and 
holds a council, or goes abroad for the air. At noon, the 
king appears in a great ſaloon, where are all the generals 
and officers, the foreign miniſters, and all the court in 
general. There he converſes a few moments, and then 
* goes into another room, where he dines with the queen, the 
« princes and princeſſes of his family, and any other perſons 
* whom he has cauſed to be invited. His table is commonly 
_* ſpread for eighteen gueſts, After he. has ſat about an hour 
and half at table, he retires to his cloſet till fix at mght, 
« when he appears again in the room where he held his levee, 
* There his majeſty gives orders to- the marechal Warten- 
* ſleben, governor of Berlin, and to the marechal Natzmer, 
* commandant of the gens d'arms. After this, he talks a 
* while with thoſe that are preſent, and then paſſes into a 
room at ſome diſtance from his apartment, to which the 
queen repairs ſometimes with one or two ladies in company. 
There are ten or a dozen officers, whom the king honours 
* with his confidence, who play here at picquet, ombre, and 
F backgammon. Here they alſo ſmoke; and to this place 
* 5 - © the 


14 


Crap. I. 


1730. 
CO. 
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© ſubjects poorer, or king more rich. He bought 
up, at a x: deſpicable price, the eſtates of a "Ry 


part 


* the king ſends for ſuch as he has a mind to talk with about 


« ſpecial affairs. I have been there twice upon ſuch an ac- 
© count. Here is no manner of reſtraint, but every body fits 
down, the king diſpenſing with all the reſpect that is due 
to him, and, at eleven o'clock, he diſmiſſes the company, 
and retires.” Pollnitz's n vol. I. p. 23, 34s 35. 
36, 37. 

Another writer informs us, that in the middle of a reftr. 
voir of water, at Potſdam, is a little building erected by 
Frederick William, who uſed to hold his councils of war 
in it, and ſeldom failed to repair thither every evening, 
drink beer, and ſmoke a pipe with his generals. On thoks 
* occaſions a kind of ſupper was ſerved up of falt beef, ham, 
© and Brunſwick ſauſages.” Obſervations on the military 1 7 
bliſhment of the King of Pruſſia, p. 365. 

*« In a chamber of the palace at Berlin is a picture repre- 
t ſenting one of theſe aſſemblies. The king is in the middle; 
and the queen, ſeated by him, is lighting his pipe with 4 
„ piece of paper. Around the royal couple are the miniſters 
and generals, with their decorations and their pipes, placed 
according to their reſpective ranks.” Life of Frederick a. 
vol. I. p. 256, 257. Lond. 8vo. 1789. . 
Frederick William lived more like a private gentleman 
than a prince, and incurred no ſuperfluous expences. The 
abbe Denina ſays, .* I know the daughter of a merchant, who 
* ſays, ſhe has ſeen him dining and ſapping with her father, 
and ſending, from his table, to his conſort the queen, plates 
of ſuch' proviſions as he knew would be . to * 

© taſte.” ui, &c. p. 8. 

Baron Bielfeld ſays of Frederick William, chat he was « of 
* a diſpoſition haſty and violent, liable to be offended by the 


moſt innocent achons; and the firſt motions ef his wratls | 


* wee 
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4 part of the nobility; who ſoon devoured the Cur, 51 
little money they me them; above half of py 
© which wn 


« were ſometimes highly dangerous, He had, in general, 4 
no affection either for the polite courtier, or the man of | 
letters.“ Letters, val. III. p. 121. | 
His ſon ſays of him, that he exerted himſelf: to ee 
order in his finances, in the police, in the courts of juſtice, 
and the army ; departments which had been equally neglected 
under the preceding reign. He enjoyed an active mind in 
ea vigorous body. There never lived a man fo capable of 
* entering into the moſt minute details; and if he ſtooped to 
« little things, it was from a perſuaſion, that great things'are 
only the combination of many little ones. He referred his 
«* undertakings to one general plan of policy, which he had 
formed to himſelf; and, in labouring to bring every part 
© to the utmoſt perfection of which it was capable, — galy 
© laboured to perfe® the whole. 
He aboliſhed all uieleſs expences, and ape thoſe canals 
of profuſion, through which his father had miſapplied the 
« reſources furniſhed him by the proſperity of his ſubjects, to 
* vain and idle purpoſes. , The court was the firſt to feel the 
effects of this reformation. He retained but a few perſons 
* neceſſary to his dignity, or uſeful to the ſtate. Of one 
© hundred chamberlains, in the ſervice of his father, he kept "1 
but twelve: the reſt took to the army, or the cabinet. He 
reduced his private expences to a very moderate ſum, ſay- 
ing, that a prince ought to be ſparing” of the blood and 
* ſubſtance of his ſubjects. In this reſpect, he might well he 
« conſidered as a philoſopher on the throne, and quite the 
* reverſe of thoſe great ſcholars, who make all their barren 
© knowledge conſiſt in the ſpeculation of ſuch abſtract matters 
as ſeem to elude our inquiries. He himſelf gave an example 
of a frugality and auſterity, worthy of the earlieſt periods 
* of the Roman republic. —Averſe to pomp and parade, and 
a — 
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Cnar. I. © which returned to the royal coffers, by mean 
' © of the duties upon conſumption. All the 
— king's lands were farmed out to tax-gatherers, 
who held the double office of exciſeman and 
judge; inſomuch, that if a landed tenant did 

not pay this collector upon the very day ap- 
pointed, he put on his judge's robe, and con- 
demned the delinquent in double the ſum. It 

muſt be obſerved, that if this ſame exciſeman 

and judge did not pay the king by the laſt day 

of the month, the day following he was him- 

ſelf obliged to pay double to the king. Did a 

man kill a hare, or lop a tree, any where near 

* the royal domains, or commit any other pec- 

© cadillo? he was inſtantly condemned to pay a 
fine? It was by ſuch means only, that he 

could, in a reign of twenty-eight years, load 

the cellars of his palace at Berlin with about a 

hundred and twenty millions of crowns [o], all 

well caſked up in barrels, hooped with iron“. 


- - * 
88 8 4 a 22 . Ke 28 
E P r 


« all the imperious trappings of royalty, he, with a virtue 
© which might do honour to a Stoic, denied himſelf the moſt 
common conveniencies of life,” Memoirs de Brandebourg, 
ut ſupra, p. 189, 190. 5 
[] Frederick himſelf gives a much lower ſtatement o 
the amount of his father's treaſure: He ſays, © The late king 
© left eight millions ſeven hundred thouſand crowns, no debty 
© and the finances well adminiſtered, but with few reſources,” 
Hiſtoire de Man 7. emps, tome I. p. 26. edit. Berlin, 1788. 
Memoirs of the Life of Voltaire, ut ſupra, p. 11, 14 
1 15, 16. ' 
| | Faz0te 
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with literature or the ſciences, nor did they re- 


--Fxrperick: WIII IAN had little acquaintance Cv. I. 
AN 


ceive from him much; countenance or ſup-— 


pu [=]: Bur his . the = royal, not- 
+ Sat 25 ah Minas aida 


. c 8] Volle phe P roflerick William as totally averſe 
to every kind of literature ; and aſſerts, that if he caught the 
prince-royal © with a book in his. hand, he threw it in the 
fire; or playing on the flute, he broke his inſtrument. 
He alſo ſays, © We may eaſily, imagine, what would be the 
c aſtoniſhment and vexation of a Vandal, like this, to find 
© that he had A ſon endowed with wit, grace, and good 
breeding; 'who delighted to pleaſe, was eager in the acqui- 
fit ion of knowledge, and who made verſes, and aſterwards 
« ſet them to muſic.” That Frederick William was a great 
enemy to miuſic, is a fact that ſeems ſufficiently eſtabliſhed ; 
but that he had ſuch a total averſion to all kinds of litera- 
ture, as is here ſtated, may poſlibly be doubted. Indeed, 
Voltaire's account of this prince ſeems to be, in ſome reſpects, 
rather a caricature than a juſt portrait. Another writer, 
however, tells us, that he deſpiſed aſtronomy, and all the 
abſtracted ſciences in general; probably for want of know- 
ing che relation the different ſorts of ſeiences have to each 
© other.” Hiſt, of Pruſſia, p. 525. But from the patronage 
which he gave to the celebrated John Philip Barretier, of 
whom an account was publiſhed in French by M. F ormey 
and in Engliſh by Dr. Johnſon, it may be preſumed, that he 
had not an equal averſion to every branch of literature. . Dr. 
Johnſon ſays, that when Barretier, then about fifteen years 
of age, arrived at Berlin, © the king ordered him to be 
* brought into his preſence, and was ſo much pleaſed with 
his converſation, that he ſent for him almoſt every. day 
during his ſtay at Berlin; and diverted himſelf with en- 
* gaging him in converſations upon a multitude of ſubjects, 


* and in diſputes with learned men: on all which occaſions 
Vol. I. © | © he 
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01 I. withſtanding the little care that had been taken 
7700. of his education, very early diſcovered a ſtrong 
— en to wren purſuits, and alſo a great 


thinking, perhaps with reaſon, that active life was the 


© ſingular oeconomy, he became maſter of another ſpecies of 


© which, in a reign of twenty years, amounted to an immenſe 
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t he acquitted himſelf ſo happily, that the king formed the 
© higheſt ideas of his capacity and future eminence. And 


© nobleſt ſphere of a great genius, he recommended to him 
the ſtudy of modern hiſtory, the cuſtoms of nations, and 
© thoſe parts of learning that are of uſe in public tranſaQtions 
« and civil employments, declaring, that ſuch abilities, pro- 
© perly cultivated, might exalt him in ten years to, be the 
ce greateſt miniſter of ſtate in Europe,” Life of Barretier, 
p- 17, 18. edit. 1744. 

It is obſervable, that the account given of Frederick wil 
liam by Voltaire, in his Age of Lewis XV. is very different 
from that given by him in the Memoirs of his. own Life. In 
the former he ſays, that Pruſſia was no better than an exten- 
five deſart, at the acceſſion of Frederick William; but that 
he, © being poſſeſſed of talents ſuperior to thoſe of his con- 
© temporaries, expended about twenty-five millions of livres, 
* inclearing the lands, building villages, and peopling them; 
© he invited families from Suabia and Franconia; and brought 
© 16,000 emigrants from Saltſbourg to ſettle in his territo- 
© ries, furniſhing them with neceſſaries of all ſorts. While 
© he was thus buſied in eſtabliſhing a new kingdom, by 


power; every month he laid up in reſerve 40,000 crowns, 


© ſum of money. What money was not ſent to the treaſury, 
© was employed in raiſing an army of ſeventy thouſand choice 
© men, whom he diſciplined himſelf, but never employed.' 
Volkaire's Works, tranſlated from the French, vol. XXXVTL 


P- 50, 51, edits. 12mg 1774. 
fondneſs 
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fondneſs for muſic, to which the king his father Czax. I. 


had an extreme averſion. The baron de Pollnitz, 
in a letter dated June 6, 1729, ſays of him, 
* This young prince is handſome, charms every 
© one by his kindneſs and good-nature, and 
© loves reading, muſic, the arts, and magnifi- 
* cence[1].” It appears to have been the year 
before this, that he began to learn to play on the 
German flute. Dr. Burney informs us, that in 
1728, he was taught to play on that inſtrument 
by the celebrated Quantz. On this account, 
ſays that ingenious writer, Quantz © was obliged - 
to go twice a year to Berlin, Ruppin, or 
Rheinſberg, the ſeveral reſidences of his royal 
* ſcholar,” The prince, however, had been 
forbidden by his father not only to ſtudy and 
practiſe muſic, but even to hear it. But he was 
encouraged in his taſte for muſic by the queen 
his mother. Dr. Burney ſays, © M. Quantz 
told me, that it was the late queen- mother, 

© who at this time encouraged the prince in his 


[1] The baron has another paſſage reſpecting the prince- 
royal, which ſhews him not to have been endued with a pro- 
phetic ſpirit, © His ſentiments, ſays he, his behaviour, 
and his actions, make it” probable, that if he comes to the 
* &own, his reign will be one of thoſe mild and peacegble 
* reigns, which procure kings the love of their people, wherein 
* conſiſts their true glory.“ Memoirs, vol. I. p. 2% 

** Preſent State of Muſic in Germany, Wenn 
vol. I. P. 194. ſecond edition. 


F | favourite 


* 
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Cnay, I.“ favourite amuſement, and who engaged muſt. 
* © cians for his ſervice; but ſo neceſſary was 
— ſecrecy in all theſe negociations, that if the 
© king his father had diſcovered that he was diſ- 
obeyed, all-theſe ſons' of Apollo would have 
incurred the danger of being hanged. The 
© prince frequently took occafion to meet his 
muficians a hunting, and had his concerts 
either in a foreſt or cavern *. 
Whether it was the diſcouragement that he 
received from his father on account of his love 
of literature and' muſic, or from whatever other 
caufe it proceeded, it 1s certain, that, in the year 
1730, the prince-royal of Pruſſia refolved tb 
quit his father's dominions privately, and tb 
travel either into France or England [x]. 
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* Preſent State of Muſic in me: the Netherland 
Kc. vol. II. p. 139. ; * 
[x] Voltaire, after ſpeaking of the rigorous treatment 
which the prince received from the king, ſays, that the for- 
mer, weary of the attentions of ſo kind a father, deter- 
© thined one fine morning, in 1730, to elope, without well 
© knowing whether he would fly to France or England. 
- © Paternal œconomy had deprived him of the power of tis. 
««.velling in the ſtyle of ſon and heir to a farmer-general 
or even an Engliſh tradeſman; and he was oblige to | 
© borrow a few hundred ducats. Two young gentlemen; boti b 
very amiable, one named Katte, the other Keite, were © . 
accompany him. Katte was the only ſon of a brave general c 
© officer, and Keite had married the daughter of the baroneb 


I | Aniphayſen,—The day and hour were * the 
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was to have been accompanied by two officers, > ar. E. 
to whom he had communicated his * But 17 
| 555 — 


— 


. father was informed of the whole affair; and the prince, 


and his two travelling companions, were all three put under 
an arreſt.“ Memoirs, p. 21, 22, 23. 

In the * Hiſtorical Regiſter” for the your” 17 zo, after 
mentioning the prince being impriſoned, and treated with 
ſeverity by his father, it is ſaid, © The particulars of this 
* affair have been kept ſo ſecret, that very little has come 
abroad into the world. Only thus much is known, that 
* the king being on a progreſs round his dominions, and 
coming into that part which borders on the Seven Pro- 
* vinces, the prince-royal who was with him, on a ſudden, 
* without the knowledge of his father, made a journey into 
the territories of the States; but was ſoon perſuaded to 
come back by ſome perſons ſent after him by the king; 
* upon his return from whence he was treated with rigour, 
and confined to the caſtle of Cuſtrin. It is ſaid alſo, that 
other perſons of the royal _ have felt the king's 8. | 
* ſentment.” P. 293. 3 

The abbe Denina ſays, The prince, inltructed by per- 
* ſons who were bred in France, accuſtomed at an early age 
* to the peruſal of F rench books, and to French politeneſs, 
* conceived an averſion for the rough and unpoliſhed man- 
ners of his father, who beſides manifeſted too great a par- 
* tiality for his ſecond ſon Auguſtus William. I have been 
* aſſured, that Frederick William was deſirous of compelling 
* his eldeſt ſon Charles Frederick to renounce his pretenſions 
* of ſucceeding to the crown in favour of his brother; and 
* that this was the real cauſe of his forming a reſolution to 
quit his father's dominions.“ Eflai ſur la Vie et le Regne 
de Frederic II. p. 13. ; 

To the account which Voltaire has given of Frederic! 
William's diſcovery of his ſon's intention to quit his dom 
C 3 nion, 
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Cnay. I. his deſign being diſcovered, the execution of it 
= was prevented ; and the prince himſelf, as well 
I the officers who had joined with him in the 
ſcheme, were proceeded againſt with great ſeve- 

rity. The king appointed thirty commiſſioners, 

at the head of whom was field-marechal Grum- 

kow, to examine into the tranſaction '*. They 
interrogated the prince concerning his motives 

for quitting his father's dominions ; and he is 

ſaid to have replied, that he had never been de- 
ficient in reſpect, or ſubmiſſion to his father; 

but that he had rather go to Algiers, than ſuffer 

ſuch treatment as he had received. Being far- 

ther interrogated concerning the perſons who 

were to have aſſiſted him in his efcape, he 

f acknowledged, that lieutenant Katte was to have 
accompanied him; but he ſaid nothing of Keite, 
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nions, he adds, © The king believed at firſt, that the princeß 
„Wilhelmina, his daughter, who was afterwards married to 
© the Prince Margrave of Bareith, was concerned in the plot: 
© and as he was remarkable for diſpatch in the executive 
© branch of juſtice, he proceeded to kick her out of a large 
« window, which opened from the floor to the cieling. The 
© queen-mother, who was preſent at this exploit, with preat 
c difficulty ſaved her, by catching hold of her petticoats, at 
© the moment ſhe was making her leap. The prineeſs re- 
© ceived a contuſion on her left breaſt, which remained with 
© her during life, as a mark of paternal affection, and which 
© ſhe did me the honour to ſhew me.” Memoirs, p. 23, 24. 
* Eſſai fur la Vie et le Regne de Frederic II. par TAbbe 
Vent, P: 1 : 
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or Keith, as he is Riled by the abbe Denina. Czaz..I; 
The reaſon of his mentioning Katte was, that p. 
he ſuppoſed he had been able to make his eſcape: 
out of the Pruſſian dominions ; whieh he thought 
Keith, for want of timely information, might 
not have been able to effect. But the prince was 
miſtaken. Keith had the good fortune to | 
eſcape [L]; but lieutenant Katte was taken, and 
brought to his trial. The judges who tried him 
ſeem to have been divided in their opinions re- 
ſpecting his ſentence ; but the majority appear 
to have condemned him to be confined in a 
fortreſs, However, Frederick William, who, 
whenever he choſe to interpoſe in criminal mat- 
ters, dictated any ſentences that he thought pro- 
per, condemned him to be beheaded. This 
young officer, who appears to have been of a 
very amiable character, and who was the ſon of 
a general officer, wrote a very pathetic letter to 
the king on the occaſion '**; but his letter made 

no impreſſion on the unfeeling Frederick Wil- 
liam. Applications were alſo made to the king 
in his favour, by perſons of the firſt quality, 


{1] Voltaire ſays, that Keite * fled into Holland, whither 
* the king diſpatched his military meſſengers to ſeize him, 
He eſcaped merely by a minute, embarked for Portugal, 
* and there remamed till the death of the moſt clement 
© Frederick William.“ Memoirs, ut ſupra, p. 7. 

* Hiſtory of Pruſſia, during the reign of Frederick Wik: 
liam, p, 421, 422. 
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Cxae. I: but without any effect. Lieutenant Katte was 
bein beheaded in the beginning of the month of 
November, 1730, and died with great reſolu- 
tion . The prince-royal himſelf was confined 

in the citadel, of Cuſtrin [ux]; and it was at this 

place that Katte was beheaded, the prince being 
compelled to be a ſpectator of the execution | N |. 

The unfortunate officer appears to have had a 


very pious education, and to have been poſſeſſed 
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5 Hiſtory of Pruflia, during the reign of Frederick Wil- 
liam, p. 426. 


[1M] Voltaire ſays, that © Is king ſent him'to the citade] 
« of Cuſtrin, which was ſituated in the midſt of a marſh. 
Here he was ſhut up, without a ſingle ſervant, for the ſpace 
© of ſix months, in a ſort of dungeon, at the end- of which 
© time he was allowed a ſoldier as an attendant.“ Memoirs, 
P- 25- The ſoldier who attended him, whoſe name was 
FREDBRSTORF, was afterwards taken into his ſervice, and 
became his valet de chambre, and favourite. 

[x] The author of the Hifory of Pruſſia, during the reign 
of Frederick William, informs us, that the ſentence was * exe- 
© cuted in the ſight of the prince-royal, who could not forbear 
* ſhedding tears, at this young gentleman's untimely: fate. 
But Voltaire ſays farther, that * the prince had been ſome 
« weeks in his palace at Cuſtrin, when one day an old officer, 
* followed by four grenadiers, entered his chamber, weeping. 
Frederick had no doubt he was going to be made a head 
« ſhorter ; but the officer, ſtill in tears, ordered the grenadiers 
to take him to the window, and hold his head out of it, 
that he might be obliged to look on the execution of his 
friend Katte, upon a ſcaffold expreſsly built there for that 
« purpoſe, He ſaw, ſtretched put his hand, and fainted. The 
* father was preſent at this exhibition. Memoirs, p. 26, 27. 


pf 


preſerved in the Pruſſian archives. It is probable, that the 
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of excellent qualities ; and Dr. Johnſon ſays, that CAE. L 


he leſt behind him ſome papers of reflexions = — 
* made in the priſon, which were afterwards | 


printed; and, among others, an admonition to 
© the prince for whoſe ſake he ſuffered, not to 
« foſter in himſelf the opinion of deſtiny, for 


* that a providence is diſcoverable in every _—_ 
around us . 


FREDERICK WILLIAM was ſo much exaſpe- 
rated at the deſign of his ſon to quit his domi- 
nions, that, not content with the execution of 
Katte, he had determined to put the prince him- 


ſelf to death [9]. The emperor of Germany, 
how- 


16 Memoirs of the King of Pruſſia, p. 98. 

o] All the accounts of the proceedings againſt the prince, 
for his attempt to eſcape out of his father's dominions, are 
involved in much obſcurity. It is ſuppoſed that Frederick 
himſelf, after his acceſſion to the throne, cauſed ſome papers 
to be burnt, relative to theſe proceedings, which had been 


generality of the commiſſioners, appointed by the king to 
examine into the tranſaction, were inclined to be favourable 
to the prince. But it is aſſerted, that Frederick told a perſon 
in confidence, thirty years after, that one of the commif- 
fioners whom his father had appointed to try-him, and who 
had given his opinion for taking off his head, was then living, 
and in his dominions. Denina, ut ſupra, p. 17, 18. _ 
Voltaire informs us, that the king's © deſign was, to have 
© beheaded the prince, He conſidered, that he had three 
* Other ſons, not one of whom wrote verſes, and that they 
were ſufficient to ſuſtain the Pruſſian grandeur. Meaſures 
{ had been already concerted to make him ſuffer, as the 
4 carowite, 
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Cray. I. however, interpoſed in his favour; as did alſo 


1730. the king of England, the king of Sweden, and 
———— | - Other 


' © ezarowitz, eldeſt ſon to Peter the great, had ſuffered be.. 
fore. It is not exceedingly clear, from any known laws, 
© human or divine, that a young man ſhould have his head 
© ſtruck off, becauſe he had a with to travel. But his majeſty 
© had found judges in Pruſſia, equally as learned and equitable 
© as the Ruſſian expounders of law. Beſides that his own 
© paternal authority, in a caſe of need, would at any time 
< ſuffice. The emperor Charles the Sixth, however, pre- 
© tended, that the prince-royal, as a prince of the empire, 
could not ſuffer condemnation but in a full diet; and ſent 
© the count de Seckendorff to the father, in order to make 
© very ſerious remonſtrances on that ſubject. The count de 
© Seckendorff, whom I have ſince known in Saxony, where 
© he lives retired, has declared to me, it was with very great 
« difficulty indeed, that he could prevail with the king not 
to hehead the prince. This is the ſame Seckendorff, who 
© has commanded the armies of Bavaria, and of whom the 
prince, when he came to the throne, drew a hideous por- 
* trait, in the hiſtory of his father, which he inſerted in ſome 
thirty copies of his Memoires de Brandebourg. Who would 
© not, after this, ſerve princes, and prevent tyrants from 
cutting off their heads? Memoirs, p. 30. | 

The character of count Seckendorf, as it now ſtands in 
the Memoires de Brandebourg, is as follows: George II. 
had ſcarcely aſcended the Britiſh throne, when count Seck- 
* endorff came to Berlin, This man ſerved as a general, at 
© the ſame time, both in the Imperial and Saxon troops; to 
the moſt ſordid intereſtedneſs, he united the coarſeſt and 
* moſt raſtic manners; he was by habit ſo enured to lying, 

. as to have loſt all ſenſe of truth, His ſoul was that of an 
© uſurer, ſometimes animating the body of a ſoldier, and 
© ſometimes that of a negociator, This man, however, pro 

| L vidence 
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other princes of Europe; the queen likewiſe o, E 


employed her tears, and the moſt earneſt en- 


treaties, in the prince's favour [y]; and, by de- * 


grees, the wrath of his Pruſſian majeſty was 
ſomewhat abated. But about the ſame time that 
a diſcovery was made of the prince's intended 
elopement, intelligence was alſo communicated 
to the king of an intrigue, or ſuppoſed intrigue, 
between the prince and a young lady at Potſdam. 
According to Voltaire's account, ſhe was the 
daughter of a ſchoolmaſter, and had a taſte for 
muſic. Frederick William ordered her to be 
ſeized, and publicly whipped through the ſtreets 
of Berlin [e&]; and of this ceremony the prince 

himſelf 
3 fit to employ to beoak the treaty of 
Hanover.“ P.235. If Seckendorff really rendered to the 
prince-royal of Pruſſia, the important ſervice which Voltaire 


has ſtated, he certainly has not ſhown a very grateful re- 
membrance of it in the character which he has given of 


him. But it has been aſſerted, that Seckendorff fomented 


the miſunderſtanding between the prince-royal and his father. 
Vid. Hiſtory of Pruſſia, during the reign of Frederick Willian, 
p. 420. and Denina, ut ſupra, p. 17. 

[r] The abbe Denina ſays, The queen his ſpouſe, 
© mother of the prince, employed all poſſible efforts to miti= 
gate the anger of the king. She threw herſelf at his 


* feet, bathed in tears, in order to ſoften him, and to induce 
* him to relent; but though he loved her much, he appeared 
* infenſible to her tears, and anſwered her with roughneſs.“ 
Eflai fur la Vie et le Regne de Frederic II. p. 15. 

[ According to the repreſentation given by Voltaire, 
the prince-royal, when nn 
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Ca. I. himſelf was compelled to be a ſpectator. The 
255. king himſelf alſo attended on the occaſion v. 
ws AFTER the prince-royal had been ſome time 


cloſely confined at Cuſtrin, the king was. pre- 
vailed upon to allow him greater liberty, and to 

ſend to him a notification of his pardon [R]. 

| - 2% 273+ 8 


did not behave very liberally to the unfortunate female who 
had ſuffered thus publickly on his account. He fays, that 
Frederick allowed her a penſion of ſeventy crowns a year, 
and that ſhe married the clerk of the Hackney-coach-office 


at Berlin. Memoirs, p. 98. 

7 Memoirs of Voltaire, p. 24, 25. | | 

[a] The writer of the Jifory of Pruſſia, during the We ff 
of Frederick William, ſays, that the lieutenant-generals 
« Grumkow, Borck, and Roder, the major-generals Boden- 
© broeck and Glaſenap, and the colonels Derſchau and Wal- 
© dau, with M. Thulemeyer, privy counſellor of ſtate, went 
© to Cuſtrin, and notified to the prince-royal, that the king, 
out of a paternal motive, and regard to the very moving 
© letter of interceſſion, which the emperor had written to him 
with his own hand, was pleaſed to pardon him ; and they 
© afterwards declared to the prince his majeſty's orders. The 
«© prince-royal received them with ſubmiſſion, and expreſſed 
great joy on being received into favour again by the king 
© his father; and took from the hands of M. Thulemeyer a 
© copy of the new oath, which he was to examine, and keep 
© by him twenty-four hours, according to his majeſty's or- 
© ders. The SundF following, his royal highneſs was con- 
* dufted by the commiſſioners into preſident Munchow's apart- 
ment, where lieutenant-general Lopel, in the king's name, 
returned him his ſword, and they fixed the croſs of the 
order on his clothes. M. Thulemeyer, after this, read the 
! oath with a loud voice, which the prince, who knew it by 

lea 


A 


de Frederic II. tome I. p. 16, 17. 
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It was, however, ſtill required of him, that he Ceae. L 


ſhould continue to reſide at Cuſtrin Cs]; but a _—_ _ 


magnificent houſe was furniſhed for him there 


and it is ſaid, that he was preſent at all the 


conferences of the regency and chamhef of the 


New March, to inform himſelf thoroughly of 
* the affairs of the interior country“. But on 
the 15th of Auguſt, 1731, the. king went him- 
felf in perſon to Cuſtrin, in order to have an in- 
terview with his ſon, and to be formally recon- 
ciled to him. He was accompanied by general 
Grumkow ; and, on his arrival at Cuſtrin, he 


heart, repeated very diſtinctly, word for word, and ſigned 
with his own hand; and, as ſoon as this was done, they 
« diſpatched a courier to the king, and then went to church 
* to return thanks to God, which the prince did with great 
* devotion and humility.* P. 426, 427. 

[s] Count Hertzberg informs us, that at Cuſtrin tis prince 


< was obliged to labour in the Chamber of Finances, as a 
'* Counſellor of war, which was in its conſequences. very 
| © beneficial to him.“ Memorre Hiſtoriqus ſur la derniere annee de 


la wie de Frederick, &c. p. 11. During his reſidence at Cuſtrin, 
he alſo correſponded with general Grumkow on affairs of 
government; and count Hertzberg ſays, that a very inte- 
reſting volume of letters, which paſſed between the prince 
and the general at that period, is {till preſerved, Ibid. It 
is ſaid, that when Frederick was obliged to be preſent at 
the chamber of finances, as a counſellor, inſtead of attending 


to the proceeding: he ſometimes amuſed himſelf with reading 


French pamphlets, and at other times with making caricature 
drawings of the preſident, and his brother counſellors. Vie 


3% Hiſtory of Pruſſia, p. 427. 


ali pr 
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Cana 1. alighted at the houſe of major-general Lopel, 
- = governor of the place. He ſent for the prince- 

* royal, who immediately came, and threw him- 
ſelf at his father's feet. The king,“ we are 
told, © raifed the prince up, and converſed with 
© him, for near. an hour, with a truly paternal 
* tenderneſs, after which his majeſty went with 
© his royal highneſs into the hall, where the no- 
© bility and regency were aſſembled. The 
< prince-royal, at parting with the king, con- 
* ducted him to his coach, renewed his ſubmiſ- 
« ſions, and wiſhed his majeſty a long life and 
happy reign; who aſſured him of his whole 
* affection, and embraced him with great tender- 
* neſs'9.* He afterwards went privately to Ber- 
lin, where he had an affectionate interview with 
the queen his mother [T]. 


1 Hiſtory of Pruſſia, p. 428. 

Ir] We are informed, that ſome time after his ks 
with his father, © as they were celebrating, at Berlin, the 
© nuptials of the prince of Brandenburgh-Bareith, who had 
married the princeſs-royal of Pruſſia, the prince-royal came 
© thither-incognito from Cuſtrin, and entered into the apart- 
© ment, where they were keeping the feſtival, without any 
« body's knowing him; the clothes he had on giving him 
another air than what he had formerly; and being, be- 
© fides, grown very much during his ſtay at Cuſtrin, The 
queen herſelf did not know him, till the dear prince came 
and embraced her, with equal tranſports of joy and re- 
« ſpet” Hiſt. of Pruſſia, p. 428. Voltaire ſays, that the 
prince was confined at Cultrin eighteen months e 
P+ 30. 


THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA, - 


cake W+ 


The prince-royal of Pruſſia, after his een 
with bis father, applies himſelf cloſely to bis 
fludies.——His marriage.—Accompanies his father 
in a journey to the imperial camp. —Correſponds 
with Voltaire. Makes a tour to Holland. — Be- 

comes a freemaſon. — Baron Bielfeld's deſcription 
of his perſon and manners. Account of his court 
at Rheinſberg, and character of his wife, the 
princeſs royal. — The prince patronizes men of 
letters, and profeſſors of the fine arts. is cor- 
reſpondence with M. Subhm, envoy from the court 
of Dreſden to the courts of Berlin and Peterſburgh. 


AE the prince-royal of. Pruſſia was in , I, 


ſome degree reſtored to the favour, of his * — 
father, he ſeems chiefly to have reſided at Rhein 


berg. He appears, however, ſtill to have been 
under ſome kind of diſcountenance, and did not | 
came frequently appear at court. But this was even- | 
par- tually no diſadvantage to him, as it led him to 
oy apply himſelf more aſſiduouſly to his ſtudies: a 
1 1 circumſtance to which he was probably indebted 
The for much of his future greatneſs [u]. He read 
ANF many 
d re 2 
it the Lv] Dr. Johnſon obſerves, that © the ſtudies of princes 


* ſeldom produce great effects, for princes draw with-meaner 
© mortals the lot of underſtanding ; and ſince of many ſtudents 
5 > 


NOW?» 


$4 


=” | MEMOIRS or FREDERICK, 


Cuar. II. many French authors; polite literature, the ma- 


8 * thematics, and muſic, were diligently cultivated 


by him; and his general conduct at this period 
appears to have been very amiable. But on the 

2th of June, 1733“, he was compelled by his 

father to marry Elizabeth Chriſtina, daughter of 
Ferdinand Albert, duke of Bevern, of the houſe 

of Brunſwick Wolfenbuttle, niece to the emprels 

of Germany. To this marriage he was ſo averſe, 

that though. he: ſubmitted. to the ceremony, he 

© not more than one can be hoped to advance far towards 
perfection, it is ſcarcely to be expected that we ſhould find 

© that one a prince; that the deſire of ſcience ſhould over- 
power in any mind the love of pleaſure, when it is always 

< preſent, or always within call; that laborious meditation 

© ſhould be preferred in the days of youth to amuſements and 

© feſtivity ; or that perſeverance ſhould preſs forward in con- 

© tempt of flattery ; and that he in whom moderate acquiſi- 

tions would be extolled as prodigies, ſhould exact from 

* himſelf that excellence of which the whole world conſpires 

© to fave him the neceſſity. In every great performance, 

« perhaps in every great character, part is the effect of na- 

© ture, part the contribution of accident, and part, very 

often not the greateſt part, the effect of voluntary election, 
© and regular deſign. The king of Pruſſia was undonbtedly 
© born with more than common abilities; but that he culti- 
© vated them with more than common diligence, was proba- 
© bly the effect of his peculiar condition, of that which he 


then conſidered as cruelty and misfortune.” Memoirs of 
the King of Pruſſia, ut ſupra, p. 99, 100. | 


0 Hiſtory of Pruſlia, p. 475. 
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ma- refuſed to cohabit with the princeſs, and adhered car. II. 


ed to that reſolution to the end of his life [w]. | 1 wh 
10d In 1734, the king of Pruſſia having ordered Ws 
the 10,000 of his troops to march to the Rhine, to 


his act in favour of the emperor againſt the French, 
r of he repaired himſelf to the imperial camp, accom- 
ouſe panied by the prince-royal. His deſign was, to 
Tels take a view of the army, and to attend to the 
rle, operations of prince Eugene, who commanded 
„ he the army of the emperor. But they had not an 
opportunity of ſeeing any great diſplay of the 

wards military talents of that illuſtrious general. He 
1 find was now far advanced in years; and ſeemed un- 
willing to hazard, by a doubtful action, the great 
reputation that he had acquired. Philipſburg 
i and was taken by the French; and they were ſo ably 
1 con- commanded, firſt by the duke of Berwick, and 
:quiſ- WF after his death by marechal D*Asfeld, that the 


from Wi campaign terminated, without prince Eugene 

1 4 being able to obtain any advantage over them. EAR 
lance, f 4 "FP : 
7 The prince of Pruſſia had, however, in the courſe L 


of this journey, the pleaſure of ſome converſa- 


btedly [w] In the Vie de Frederic II. it is ſaid, © On aſſure que 
culti- © ſes premieres amours n'avaient pas ẽtẽ heureuſes, et qu'il 


© en portait des traces ſenfibles et irreparables. La jeune 
princeſſe avait de la beaute, et ſurtout un cœur excellent, 
qui la rend encore chere à tous ceux-qui la connaiſſent; 
mais le prejuge Etait enracinẽ, et les obſtacles phyſiques, de 
la part du prince, etaient inſurmountables.* Tome I, 
p. 18, 19. edit. Straſbourg, 1788, 12mo. 
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Oat tion on. military ſubjects with prince Eugene; 

277 and that great general then gave him ſome ad- 

ice, which Frederick afterwards. declared he 
had ſound beneficial to him. | 

IV 1735, Staniſlaus, king of Poland, was 

obliged. to take ſhelter at Konigſberg in Pruſſia; 

and Frederick. William permitted his fon to viſit 

him. He ſtaid ſome weeks with Staniſlaus; and 

as. this prince was of amiable temper and man- 

ners, and a lover of literature, a friendſhip was 

now formed between them, which continued till 

the death of Staniſlaus. After the prince of 

Pruſſia's return from Konigſberg, he continued 

to apply himſelf clofely to his ſtudics at Rheinſ- 

berg x. where ſeveral men of letters paid their 

Court 


[x]. The following deſeription i is given of RnzingBBRG, 

by baron Bielfeld, in a letter dated October 30, 1739. 
© This is a ſmall, but very pleaſing city, although ſituated 
in a moſt . ſand, on the frontiers of Mecklenbourg, ' 
© It contains about a thouſand inhabitants, and was formerly 
the property of a French refugee gentleman. The king 
© has purchaſed it, and given it to the prince-royal, with the 

- *< caſtle, the gardens, the foreſts, and ſome lands that are de- 
« pendent on it. The caſtle was, in a manner, in ruins, and 

© there was ſcarcely any garden, when the prince obtained 
the gift; and which is the more valuable to him, as his 
© regiment is in garriſon at Ruppin, which is but fix miles 
from hence, and in this country the garriſons never change. 
The ſituation of the caſtle itſelf is very*fine. An immenſe 

© lake bathes almoſt its foundations; and, on the oppoſite 

* fide, a dent foreſt of oaks and beech riſes in form of 

« an 


% 
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an amphitheatre. The antient building conſiſted of only 


38 


court to him. But their attendance there was Cure ; 


far from being pleaſing to the king. He ap- 2 
| 2 2 pre- , 


one range of rooms, with a wing terminated by an old 


tower. This edifice, and its ſituation, gave to the prince- 
royal an opportunity of diſplaying his genius and his taſte; 


and to baron Knobelſtorff, intendant of the buildings, his 


talent for architecture. The main body was repaired, and 
* embelliſhed externally with arched windows, and very ele- 
« gant ſtatues and ornaments; another wing and tower are 


towers are connected by a double colonnade, on the plat- 
form of which is a gallery of communication, that is orha- 
mented with vaſes and groups of infants. By this arrange- 
ment the whole building now forms an exact ſquare, We 
are led to it by a bridge decorated with ſtatues, repreſent- 


* «A * * 


- 


ing the ſeven planets, and which each holds in his hand a 
lamp in form of a globe. To enter the inner court, we 
* paſs under a noble portal, over which is the following in- 


* ſcription, engraved by order of M. Knobelſtorff, Frederico 
* Tranquilitatem colenti. The inſide of this palace ſtill excels 


the outſide, as well in the beauty and diſtribution of the 


apartments, as in the taſte and richneſs of the furniture. 
Which way ſoever the eye turns, it is ſtruck with a profu- 
* fon of gilding and carving : all theſe ornaments, however, 
are diſpoſed with judgment and reſerve, and the deſigns 


* are highly admirable. As the prince admires the tender 


colours only, there are ſeveral apartments furniſhed in 
* gridelin, ſea green, and fleſh colour, the mouldings and- 
© ornaments of which are of filver. All theſe form a very 
* pleaſing diverſity, and give this palace an air equally gay 
and noble. The moſt elegant apartment, which 1s not yet 
* finiſhed, but on which they are inceſſantly labouring, is a 
* ſuperb hall, completely lined with factitious marble, and 

1 | Jorna- 


added, which correſpond with the old ones; and the two 
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: Cray II. prehended,” ſays baron Bielfeld, that their 
7 * © converſation tended to promote that predo- 


3 minant paſſion for ſtudy, which appeared in 
the prince: and though he was the father, and 


© ornamented with mirrours and bronzes. The celebrated 
Peſne is now engaged in painting the cieling ; it repreſents 
the riſing of the ſun; on one fide, night covered with her 

« veils, ſurrounded by her gloomy birds, and followed by 
© the hours, retires, and makes room for Aurora, who is re- 
« preſented under the figure of Venus, is attended by the 
morning ſtar, and occupies the center of the piece: we 
© next ſee the white horſes that draw the chariot of Apollo, 
© and the rays of that god juſt appear. This ſubject is alle- 
© goric, and ſeems to allude to an epoch that, perhaps; is 

| © not far diſtant.” 

85 The gardens of Rheinſberg, which extend the length of 
© the whole lake, are not yet arrived to maturity ; for it is 
© but a few years ſince their commencement. The plan is 
© great and beautiful; time muſt do the reſt. The principal 
© alley is terminated by an obeliſk covered with Egyptian 
© hieroglyphics. There are delightful groves, and verdant 
© ſaloons and bowers, very happily diſpoſed. The prince is 
© building a ſuperb orangery, in a taſte perfectly new, after 
© the deſign of Mr. Knobelſtorff. The ground is alfo laying 
© out for planting, the next year, a labyrinth, which is to 
© lead to the temple of Bacchus, placed in the center. 
© Twelve ſatyrs, of gigantic ſtature, ſerve for columns to this 
© temple, and ſuſtain the dome, which is in form of an in- 
verted punch-bowl. All the avenues are planted with ivy, 
vines, yews, and cypreſs. Two handſome barges, built by 
* the prince's order, float upon the lake, ready to carry 
© thoſe who love excurſions upon the water, or that are de- 
© firous of going to the foreſt, which is called the Boubere.' 
Letters, vol. III. p. 74—79. 
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© of a penetrating diſpoſition, he knew not the Caorrlh, 
* ſoul of Cæſar. He could not conceive that a 1936. 

* genius, which was capable of painting vidto. Gyn 
© ries, was capable of obtaining them . 

As the prince was very fond of French litera- | 
ture ſy], he was much attached to the works of 
VoLTaiRE, and commenced a correſpondence 
with him. His firſt letter to that celebrated 
writer, of which the following is a tranſlation, 
was dated the 8th of Auguſt, 1736. 


© SIR, 


Though I have not the ſatisfaction of your 
perſonal acquaintance, you are well known to 
me by your works. If you will allow me the 
© expreſſion, they are treaſures of wit, pieces 
* wrought with ſuch exquiſite taſte, that every 
peruſal diſcovers new beauties. I fancy that in 


-_ 


- 


Letters of Baron Bielfeld, tranſlated by Hooper, vol. III. 
p. 121. 

[Y] Among the books which he moſt frequently HOYT 
Bayle's Dictionary. He quoted this ſo often in converſation, 
that the princeſs royal, his conſort, was alſo deſirous of read- 
ing it; and the abbe Denina tells us, that ſhe employed a 
French clergyman to mark thoſe parts of that work which a 
virtuous woman might. read without danger. But as Bayle 
thereby became a faſhionable author at the Pruſſian court, 
ſome of the ladies of it read his work without confining 
themſelves within thoſe limits, which the princeſs had pre- 
ſcribed to herſelf. Eſui fur la Vie et le 8 de Frederic II. 
. | 

D 3 „ 


8 MIMolRSs OF FREDERICK, 
cn. H. them I can trace the character of their ingeni- 
1736. Jus author, who does honour to human nature. 
Should ever the diſpute concerning the ſupe- 
| riority of the antients be renewed ; the great 
men of modern times will be obliged to you, 
Aland to you only, for turning the balance in 
K © their favour, 
| Jo an excellent poetical genius, you dd 
fund of varied knowledge, which, in truth, 
© has ſome affinity with poetry, but never was 
appropriated to it, except by your pen. Never 
© before did poet reduce metaphyſical thoughts 
© to cadence; that honour was reſerved for M. 
* de Voltaire. The taſte for philoſophy diſ- 
played in your writings, has induced me to 
ſend you the accuſation and defence of M. 
© Wolfius, which has been tranſlated by my 
direction. That gentleman, the moſt cele- 
| © brated philoſopher of our age, has thrown 
© light upon the darkeſt parts of metaphyſics; 
and becauſe he has treated theſe difficult ſub- 
« zects in a manner equally ſublime, exact, and 
© elegant, he is cruelly accuſed of Atheiſm, 
Such is the deſtiny of great men: their ſuperior 
© genius is always expoſed to the envenomed 
© ſhafts of calumny and envy. 
© I have given orders for the tranſlation of 
N another work, by the ſame author, entitled, 
A Treatiſe of God, the Soul, and the World. 1 
{hall ſend it to you as ſoon as it is finiſhed, and 
have 
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li- ] have not the leaſt doubt but that you will be Cr. fl. 


re. ſtruck by the ſtrong evidence of each of his 552 
e- « propoſitions, which follow in a geometrical Gn 
eat order, and are connected like the links of! a 
du, © chain. 
in * The kindneſs and 4 Mppert you ſhew yourſelf 
© ready to beſtow on all who devote themſelves 
1 a to the arts and ſciences, make me hope, that 
th, © you will not exclude me from the number of 
vas © thoſe you think worthy of your inſtructions. I 
ver © call your correſpondence by that name, which 
hts cannot fail of being profitable to every think- 
M. ing being. I even dare affirm, without dero- 
liſ- * gating from the merit of any man, that there 


is ſcarcely an individual in the univerſe, who 
* might not, with juſtice, own you to be his 
* maſter. Without laviſhing incenſe unworthy 
© of being offered to you, I can ſafely ſay, that 
© your works abound with numberleſs beauties. 
Jour Henriadecharms me, and happily triumphs 
over the injudicious critigue by which it has 
© been attacked. Your tragedy of Qz/ar pre- 
© ſents us with a ſet of characters well ſupported. 
© The ſentiments are uniformly grand and ſu- 
© blime : we feel that Brutus is either a — 

* or an Engliſhman. 

To the graces of novelty, Alzira joins a 
happy contraſt between the Savage and Euro- 
© pean manners. In the character of Gu/man, 
you ſhew, that Chriſtianity, ill underſtood, and 
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under the guidance of miſtaken zeal, inſpires 
the heart with more barbarous ferocity than 
Paganiſm itſelf. Corneille, the great Cor- 
neille, who attracted the univerſal admiration of 
his age, were he to riſe from the dead in our 
days, would behold with wonder, and perhaps 
not without a mixture of envy, the Goddeſs 
laviſh thoſe favours upon you, which ſhe be. 
ſtowed upon him with a ſparing hand :—what 
may not be expected from the author. of ſo 
many maſter- pieces! What new wonders will 
not flow from that pen, which formerly, with 
ſuch wit and elegance, traced out the T, , of 
Tafte! 

This makes me ſo ardently defire the poſſeſ- 


ſion of all your works. I entreat you, Sir, to 
ſend them, and to communicate the whole 


without reſerve. Should there be any manu- 
ſcript, that, by a neceſſary circumſpection, 
you may think proper to keep from the public 
eye, I promiſe to conceal it in the boſom of 
ſecrecy, and to content myſelf with admiring 
it in private. Unhappily, I am ſenſible, that, 
in our days, no great truſt is repoſed in the 
faith of princes: however, I hope, you will 
not ſuffer yourſelf to be miſled by general pre- 
judices, but make an exception to the rule in 
my favour. 

I ſhould think myſelf richer in the poſſeſſion 
of your works, than if I were maſter of all the 
© periſhing 
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e periſhing and contemptible gifts of fortune, R 
« which the ſame blind chance confers and takes 1736. 
away. — 
* Your works may be made our own wy the. 
© help of memory, and till that fails they will 
remain. Senſible of the ſmall extent of mine, 
* I balance a long time before I determine what 
* deſerves a place in it. | 
If poeſy were ſtill upon the former footing 
© if its writers could only trill tireſome idylls, 
* eclogues caſt in an unvaried mould, inſipid 
* ſtanzas, or at moſt, could only tune their lyre 
to elegiac notes, I would renounce it for ever; 
© but in your hand the art is ennobled ; you 
© have pointed out to us new paths, and traced 
a route unknown ta *** and. 7 
* Your performances command reſpect : they 
© deſerve to be admired and ſtudied by men of 
* ſenſe and taſte. They form a compleat ſyſtem 
* of morals, by, which the world may learn to 
© think and to act.—Virtue is painted in the 
© moſt amiable colours. The idea of true glory 
© is fixed, and a taſte for the ſciences inſpired in 
© a manner ſo refined and delicate, that whoever 
reads your works muſt feel an ambition to 
© imitate them. How often have I ſaid to my- 
* ſelf, Attempt not a burthen too heavy for your 
* firength; Voltaire can be imitated only by a Vol- 
* taire! Thoſe are the moments in which I 
* feel how vain and empty are the advantages 
© of 
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Car. II.“ of birth: thoſe ſounds, the marks of diftinc. 
Mm iy * tions foreign to ourſelves, and only ornamental 
\ to the outſide. How preferable to thoſe are 
the talents of genius! 
© What do we not owe to thoſe men, wha 
nature diſtinguiſhed at their formation ; whom 
ſhe delighted to furniſh with a capacity neceſ. 
ſary to make a proficiency in the arts, and 
whoſe vigils it is the duty of princes to recom- 
penſe? Ah! why cannot I be the glorious 
inſtrument of crowning your ſucceſs ? I ſhould 
only be apprehenſive, that this rude climate 
could not furniſh ſo many laurels as your works, 
deſerve. Should deſtiny be ſo unfavourable as 
to deny me the happineſs of making you my 
own, at leaſt may I hope .one day to ſee the 
man whom I have ſo long admired at a diſ- 
trance, and to aſſure you in perſon, that with 
all the eſteem and confideration due to thoſe, 
who, guided by the light of truth, conſecrate 
their labours to the public utility, 
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© Your affectionate friend, 
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FR EDERICR, P. R. of Pruſſia 
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* Hiſtorical Memoirs of the Author of the Henriade, 
tranſlated from the French, 8 vo. 1777. Lond. p. 24, 25, &c. 


Tus 


"RIS 


THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA. 


Tuts letter may be ſufficient to prove, that Cuar. H. 


the intellectual attainments of Frederick were 


greatly ſuperior to thoſe of the generality of Sh. a 


princes. But his admiration of VoLTAIRE was 
exceſſive; and it was, perhaps, a misfortune, 
both to himſelf, and to the world, that he ſhould 
ſo early become the zealous diſciple of a writer, 
who was as much diſtinguiſhed by the pernicious 
ſcepticiſm of his productions, as by the brilliancy 
of his wit, and the originality of his genius. 
From him, however, he probably derived that 
attachment to the principles of religious tolera- 
tion, which he manifeſted throughout his whole 
reign, and which was in the higheſt __ bene- 
ficial to his ſubjects. 

Ix Voltaire's anſwer to Frederick's firſt letter 
are the following paſſages: © I ſhould, indeed, 
© fir, be inſenſible, were I not exceedingly affected 
by the letter with which your royal highneſs 
has deigned to honour me. My ſelf-love is 
© therein too highly flattered : but my love of 
* the human race, which is ever in my heart, 
© and which, I will venture to affirm, conſtitutes 
my character, has imparred a pleaſure a thou- 
* ſand times more pure, when I perceived, that 
there was one prince in the world who thought 
like a man; a philoſophic prince born to render 
men happy 

* PrxMIT me to ſay, there is not a man on 
earth, who is not indebted to the care with 

* which 
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Cnar. II. which you apply yourſelf to cultivate, by ſound 


* © philoſophy, a mind born to command. Bt 


ys aſſured, there have never been any truly good 


© kings, except ſuch who, like you, began by 
acquiring knowledge, by ſtudying man, by the 
© love of truth, and by the deteſtation of perſe. 
cution and ſuperſtition.” 

© I 8HALL eſteem it a very ſingular happineſs 
© perſonally to come and pay my reſpects to 
your royal highneſs. We travel to Rome to 
« viſit churches, pictures, ruins, and. baſſo-re. 
* lievos. A prince like you, fir, much better 


© deſerves ſuch a journey: the rarity contains | 
* much more of the marvellous. But friendſhip 


vill not permit me to leave the retreat in 
© which it detains me. You, no doubt, think 
like Julian. This great man, who has been ſo 
much calumniated, ſaid that friends ought ever 
to be preferred to kings. 

Maxx letters afterwards paſſed between Fre- 
derick and Voltaire, both before and after the 


acceſſion of the former to the throne of Pruſſia. 


They flattered one another very liberally ; but 
the prince carried his flattery to a greater height 
than even Voltaire himſelf. In one of Frederick's 
letters to Voltaire he ſays, I conſider you as at 
* the head of all thinking beings. The Creator 


23 Poſthumous Works of Frederick II. king of Pruſa, 
tranſlated by Mr. Holcroft, vol. VI. p. 7, 8, 13, 14. 


5 would 
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© would certainly find it difficult co produce a Car. II. 
mind more ſublime than yours **.* In a ſub- 22 
1736. 

ſequent letter he ſays, If there be any thing of — 

© which I am convinced, it is, that there is an 

« adorable Deity in heaven, and a Voltaire almoſt 

as eſtimable at Cirey . In another letter he 

ſays, © I am convinced, that there can be but 

one God, and one Voltaire in nature: it is im- 
poſſible that this nature, ſo fertile in other re- 

f e can copy her work, or produce your 

© equal “. 

As Frederick, from bis JOE to the 

works of Wolfius, had become a Neceflarian, he 
ſometimes, in his letters to Voltaire, entered ' 
into arguments in ſupport. of the doctrine of 
Neceſſity. Voltaire maintained the doctrine of 
Philoſophical Liberty. In one of Voltaire's let- 
ters on this ſubject, he ſays, © Permit me to in- 
form your royal highneſs, that the Socinians, 
© whodeny the preſcience of God relative to con- 
* tingencies, poſſeſs a great apoſtle, with whom, 
perhaps, they are unacquainted. I ſpeak of 
ut Cicero, in his book of divination. That great 
hi WW man was better pleaſed to rob the Gods of 
's WY fbcir preſcience than men of their freedom. 


tor Oeuvres Poſthumes de Frederic II. Roi de Pruſſe, 
tome VII. p. 263. edit. Berlin, 1788. 
fa, ** Poſthumous Works of Frederick II. vol. VI. p. 320. 


* Ibid. p. 375, 376. 


Permit 
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c. II. Permit me to obſerve to your royal highneſ;, 


© that the Gods of Cicero, and the God of 
© Newton and of Clarke, are not of the ſame 
© ſpecies. We may well ſay of the former, that 
they were Gods reaſoning in coffee-houſes, on 
the operations of the enſuing campaign; for 
© whoever poſſeſſes no preſcience can but con- 
jecture, and whoever can do nothing better 
than conjecture, is liable to ſay as many filly 
things as the London Journal or the Dutch 
Gazette. But not ſo fir Iſaac Newton and 
© Samuel Clarke; who individually were as phi- 


a 


* who has examined theſe ſubjects deeply, of 
* which Newton only fpoke occaſionally, ſays, 
* as I think with reaſon, that we are unable to 
© aſcend towards an imperfect knowledge of the 
© divine attributes, except as from a given num- 
* ber we aſcend towards infinites, proceeding 
from the known towards the unknown *. 
AMoNG other perſons of a literary taſte, with 


whom the prince-royal of Pruſſia connected him- I 


felf, one was M. Urric FREDERICK DE SUHM, 
privy-counſellor to the elector of Saxony, who 
Vas ſent as envoy extraordinary to the court of 
Berlin, a ſtation in which he continued about 
ten years. The prince was not more than eight 
years of age when M. Suhm arrived at Berlin; 


*7 Poſthumous Works of Frederick II. vol. VI. p. 306, 30). 


and 


loſophic as Tully was loquacious. Dr. Clarke, 
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and when, ſome years after, a great friendſhip CR. II. 
for the Saxon miniſter was manifeſted by the 292. 
prince, the intercourſe between them excited a — ů 
conſiderable jealouſy in Frederick William. M. 

Suhm and the prince often paſſed much time 

together, in diſcourſing on ſubjects of literature 

and philoſophy, and their converſations were 
ſometimes extended to a very late hour of the : 
night. This gave the more offence to the king, 

becauſe. M. Suhm was a great admirer of Wo- 

ros, of the tendency of whoſe writings Frede- _ 

rick William had conceived a very unfavourable 

opinion [z J. The diſlike. of the king to M. 

Suhm ſeems to have occaſioned his recall to 

Dreſden : but the prince had formed ſo ſtrong 

an attachment to him, that his removal did not 

prevent the continuance of their correſpondence. 


[z] It is ſaid, that «© a theologian of Halle, named Lange, 
being deſirous to injure his affociate Wolfius, repreſented 
to the king, that by the ſyſtem of pre-eſtabliſhed harmony, 
© advanced by that philoſopher, he maintained; that the body 
© and ſoul of man reſembled a clock, which could only act 
conformably to the firſt impulſe it had received. Hence it 
follows, added the theologian, that your majeſty's tall gre- 
* nadiers are not culpable when they deſert, ſince it is only 
* a neceſſary conſequence of the impulſe which their machine 
ut has received from the Creator. At theſe words the king 
nt ew into a violent rage againſt the philoſopher ; and Wolfius 
n; had the alternative of quitting the ſtates of his majeſty, or 


* of being hanged. He preferred the former.“ Vie de 
Frederic II. tome I. p. 7. 


nd 3 ; IN 


00 © MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


char. H. In 1736, M. Suhm undertook, at the defire of 
3 7 36. the prince, to tranſlate into the French language 
Cy the MeTarnysics of Worrius. The original 
was in German; and it was a circumſtance ſome- 
j what ſingular, that a German prince ſhould be 
5 ſo extremely ſolicitous, as Frederick appears to 
j have been, to read the work of Wolfius, not in 
the original, but in a French tranſlation. But 
the prince-royal of Pruſſia had very early con- 
ceived a ſtrong prejudice againſt his native lan- 
guage. Suhm's tranſlation was ſent, ſheet by 
ſheet, incloſed in his letters; and much of the 
correſpondence which has been publiſhed, be- «ic 
tween him and the prince, was upon this ſub- Wl nc 
jet. In one of the prince's letters, dated at Wl ©! 
Ruppin, April 27, 1736, is the following paſſage: W 
© I ſtudy Wolfius with great application, and I 
form myſelf more and more to his manner of 
© thinking, which is very juſt and profound“ 
In another letter, ſpeaking of Wolfius, he ſays, Ml © 
| II I admire the great profundity of this celebrated 
y | © philoſopher, who has. ſtudied nature as no 
F perſon before has ever done, and who has at- 
© tained to an ability of aſſigning reaſons for Wl 4 
il © things, which heretofore were not only obſcure 
| © and confuſed, but even totally unintelli- 


| | * Correſpondance familiere et amicale de Frederic Roi a 
; de Pruſſe avec U. F. de Suhm, 9 — Kc. Tom. I. 
p- 23. Amſt. 1787. 12mo. 


« gible, 
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+ gible A. It ſeems to me, that I acquire Czar. it. 
* every day more light from him; and that at — x 
* every propoſition that I ſtudy, a new ſcale falls — 
from my eyes. His work ought to be Univer. © 
« ſally read, in order to teach men td think, and 
* to follow the thread, or the corinexion of ideas, 

in the ſearch after truth, © oh, 


The ſame year a French tranſlation was pub- 
liſhed of the Locic of Wolfius by M. Dei 
champs [3], with a moſt flattering dedication to 

. 8 the 

11 Frederick afterwards entertained a much lower opl- 
mon of the merit of the writings' of Wolflus. In his Me- 
moires'de Brandebourg, he ſays, © Wolfius wrote a commen- 
tary on the ingenious ſyſtem, of Leibnitz on the. Monades ; 
© and drowned in a deluge of words, of arguments, of coral- _ 
© laries, and of citations, a few problems which Leibnitz had 
* thrown out as a bait to the metaphyſicians. The profeſſor 
* of Halle took an immenſe deal'of palns to write a large 
© number of volumes, which inſtead of being adapted to the 
inſtruction of grown men, ſerved only as a dialeQic cate- 

« chiſm for children. The Monades ſet the metaphyſicians 
and geometricians of Germany at variance; and they ſtill 
* diſpute concerning the diviſibility of matter.” Oeuvres 
Primitives de Frederic II. tome II. p. 354» $35. edit. 8vo. 775 
Amſt. 1790. 

'9 Correſpondance familiere et amicale de Frederic Roi 
de Pruſſe avec U. F. de Suhm, * &c. Tous. L p. 23. 
Amſt. 1787. 12mo. 

[o] Joux Dsschaurs was ſon to pe ith, | 
and having been himſelf educated for the miniſtry, had 
preached as a candidate in the church at Rheinſberg. He 
publiſhed a courſe of the Wolfian philoſophy, in the form of 

Vor. I. E | letters 


Fy * 
N 10 


* 
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ce. Il. the prince-royal of Pruſſia, But-this adulation 
— did not meet with a very favourable reception 
Fae. from Frederick. In a letter to M. Suhm, the 
prince ſays, © I confeſs to you, my dear Dt. 
c PHANE lei. that the dedication of M. De. 
* champs appears to me extremely inſi ipid. I 
is not ſo much offering incenſe, as flinging the 
* eenſer at one's head. Thus to praiſe a perſon, 
© vith whom he acknowledges | he is not ac. 
«.quainted, is to write a panegyric on a herd 0 
romance; on an imaginary being, that exiſt 
no where but in the writer's brain. Had thi 
| © dedication been prefixed to a tragedy, ot an 
epic poem, an apology might have been made 
for the author, by alleging, that, inflamed with 
A the ardours 'of poetry, he had been hurra 
0 auay by a heated imagination, v WI 
„time to liſten to reaſon. But, by prefixin 
6) ſuen a | dedication to a. treatiſe on «logic. a 


+ 
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7 to a friend. But when Voltaire arrived at Berl, after 
| the acceſſion of Frederick II. he was attacked in a public 
4 tion of Deſchamps's, which gave great offence to the kin i 
4 Deſchamps was thereupon ridiculed in a comedy perform 
i at court, and of which Frederick himſelf was ſuppoſed to it 
| | the author. With this circumſtance Deſchamps was ſo mud 
' | affected, that he quitted his native country for ever, and wen 
i El, into England, where he became miniſter of the church in th 
| | Savoy, He died in 1760. 
f | [SI Diarnane: . 
* and by which he generally addreſſed him i in his letters. - 


pon 
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poor tranſlator has fallen, according to my nat. I. 
apprehenſion, into an eſſential error, and ſhewn 1536. 
that he does not himſelf underſtand the art ff 
« reaſoning. When the tranſlator ſent it to me, 
© I defired that my thanks might be returned to 
him, for the excellent work that he had dedi- 
© cated to me; but at the ſame time I informed : 
on him, that, ſenſible to the good wiſhes expreſſed 
.in his dedication, I ſhould be ungrateful if I 
of WW © did not, for his own ſake, wiſh that a had 
iſh entirely altered the ſtyle of it“ .. 
his Ir appears from a letter of the prince 8 to M. 
n Suhm, dated from Berlin, June 22, 1737, that A. D. 
ade inſinuations had been thrown out to the king his 737. 
vim father, that his highneſs had no religion; and 
fiel that Frederick William at firſt gave credit to 
ing theſe inſinuations. But the prince at length 
ing pacified him, by his ſtrict attention to, military 
WM diſcipline, and by procuring ſome tall-ſoldiers. 
| * You know,” ſays Frederick, that the accuſa- 
ak © tion of irreligion is the laſt refuge of calum- 
li * niators. After this, nothing farther can be 
* ſaid. The king took fire; I kept myſelf cloſe; 
my regiment did wonders ; and their dexterity 
in handling their arms, a little flour ſcattered 
on the ſoldiers heads, men above fix feet high, 
* together with a great many recruits, were argu- 


* Correlpondance familiere 3 Frederic Roi 


de Fruſſe avec U. F. de Suhm, * Tom. I. p. 70, 
71. 


E 2 ments 
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netz. ments more powerful chan thoſe of my accu- 
1737. ſers. Every thing is now quiet, and I hear 
nothing more either of religion, or my perſe- 
cutors “. In ordet to put his father in good 
humour, the prince occaſionally procured from 
abroad men of uncommon ſtature; and M. Suhm, 

who was now ſent as envoy from the court of 
Hreſden to that of Peterſburgh, was ſometimes 
employed as an agent for that purpoſe. ' Among 
others, he procured for him ſeveral vor wit and 
handſome Turks“. | 

In a letter from M. Suhm to the prince, dated 

from Peterſburgh, Aug. 13, 1737, he gave him 

an account of the great exploits of count My. 

wich, in the war which was then carrying on 
between the Ruſſians and the Turks. To this 

letter the prince returned an anſwer, in which is 

the following paſſage: * I have received, ny 

dear Diaphane, your warlike letter, in which! 

© ſce nothing but the triumphs of count Munich, 

© and the defeat of the Turks and Tartars. 1 

* confeſs to you, that I am one of thoſe perſons, | 

© who love to partake of the glory of others; 

| © and that, without philoſophy, I thould ſee with 
j © ſome uneaſineſs ſo many great actions, in which 
K 8 I have had no ſhare. Count Mun ren ſeems 
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to be the Alexander of the age; he gains bat- cht. 
tles, with as much caſe as they overturn houſes. 1737. 
« of cards; and conquers provinces with more ny 


© rapidity than others paſs through them. It is 
* a happineſs to come into the world at a proper 
« time and place, without which one can do 
nothing. The Prince or ANHALT, who is, 
perhaps, the greateſt general of the age, con- 
* tinues in a ſtate of obſcurity ; a misfortune f 
which no one but himſelf can be ſufficiently. 
« ſenſible: while others, who are great. y his in- 
* feriors, are become the arbiters of the earth. 
This evinces the truth of the remark that I 
* juſt made, that it is not ſufficient merely to 
© have merit, but one muſt be placed in a proper 
* ſituation, in order to be enabled to exhibir it 
* advantageouſly. The peaceable inhabitants of 
6 Rheinſberg are not ſo warlike; I am more 
employed in clearing lands, than in cutting 
the throats of men; and I find myſelf a thou- 
* land times more happy in deſerving a civic 
* crown, than à triumph, We axe going to per- 
form the Ozpievs of Voltaire, in which I am 
to be the hero of the theatre. I have choſen 
* the part of Pio rET Es. One muſt content 
one ſelf with ſomething *.” Notwithſtanding 
the prince's philoſophy, it is ſufficiently * 
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Gar It; rent from this letter, that he then wiſhed'to per. 


4 K. form a more W r part on the theatre of 


” —— the world. ors Os 


| In July, 1738, the king of Pruſiia, accompa- 
nied by the prince- royal, and attended by a nu. 
merous retinue, made a tour to Holland, and 
paid a viſit to the prince of Orange. It happened 
that, at this time, a converſation took place at 

| the prince of Orange's table, which occaſioned 
the prince-royal of Pruſſia to become a free- 
maſon. The ſubje& of free-maſonry being in- 
troduced; the king of Pruſſia ſpoke diſadvan- 


tageouſly of that inſtitution ; upon which count 


Lippe, who was one of the company, avowed 
himſelf to be a free-maſon, and zealouſly de- 
fended the fraternity of which he was a member, 
The prince-royal Was ſo much pleaſed with what 
had been advanced by the count in favour of the 
inſtitution, that he afterwards expreſſed to him, 


in confidence, his deſire to become a member of 


the ſociety ; and added, that he wiſhed to be ad- 
mitted into it at Brunſwick, at the time of the 
fair, which was'then approaching, and at which 
his father had refolved to be preſent. His rea- 
ſon was, that the concourſe of ſtrangers at Brunſ- 
wick at that time, would occaſion leſs notice to 
be taken of the arrival of the other maſons, -who 
Mould attend there to form a lodge for the pur- 
poſe . The whole was adjuſted agrecably to 


* Letters of Baron Bielfld, val, III. p. zo. 


the 


K 2 Hs © XX cos 


tuo receptions, we opened the lodge, and proceeded to 


the prince 8 Jefire; and, he was admitted into Czar 
the ſociety of free-maſons, at Brunſyick, i in the 1738. 
middle of the month of Auguſt p]. The prince \ — 
was at this time in his twenty- eventh year ; and 

it was on this occaſion that he firſt became ace. 
quainted with, M. Bielfeld, who was preſent at 

the ceremony, and whom he afterwards took into 

his ſervice, and created a baron: and who bas 

given the following deſcription of the prince's $ 
perſon and manners at that time, * He is not, a 

ſays he, of a remarkable ſtature ; and would 
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fo] The following particulars reſpeRing the prince” 5 20. 
miſſion, and his behaviour on the occaſion, are related by 
Bielfeld. On the 14th (of Auguſt) the whole day was 
« ſpent in preparations for the lodge; and a little after mid+ 
night we ſaw the prince-royal arrive, accompanied by count 
W. captain in the king's regiment at Potſdam. The prince 

« preſented this gentleman as a candidate whom he recom- 
« mended; and whoſe reception he wiſhed immediately to 
* ſucceed his own. He defired us likewiſe to omit in his 
reception not any one rigorous ceremony, that was uſed in 
* ſimilar caſes; to grant him no indulgence whatever ; but 
gave us leave on this occaſion to treat him merely as a pri- 
vate perſon. In a word, he was received with all the uſual 
and requiſite formalities. I admired his intrepidity, the 
* ſerenity of his countenance, and his graceful deportment, 
even in the moſt critical moments. I had prepared a ſhort 
* addreſs, of which he teſtified his approbation. After the 


* our work. He appeared highly delighted, and acquitted 
* himſelf with as much dexterity as diſcernment.” Lettef?, 
vol. III. p. 36. | 
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| houſe [=]; but his chief reſidence was at RutiNs- 
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0% . Pe have been choſen to have ruled in the place 
1538. of Saul; but when we confider the ſtrength 
br and beauty of his genius, we cannot but de. 


, fire, for the proſperity of the people, to ſee 
7 him fill the throne of Pruſſia. His features 
* are highly pleaſing, with a ſprightly look, and 
a noble air; and it depends altogether on him. 
* ſelf to appear perfectly engaging. A petit 

* maitre of Paris would not, perhaps, admire his 
F „ frifare : his hair, however, is of a bright 
© brown, careleſsly curled, but well adapted to 


* his countenance. His large, blue eyes, have 


* at once ſomething ſevere, ſoft, and gracious, 


1 J was ſurprized to find in him fo youthful an 


© air, His behaviour, in every reſpect, is that 
of a perſon of exalted rank ; and he 1s the moſt 
a polite man in all that kingdom over which he 
is born to rule. 

As the prince- royal had a regiment under his 
command, which was in garriſon at Ruyeix; he 
was occaſionally at that place, where he had a 


* 


BERG, 


2 Letters of Baron Bielfeld, vol. III. p. 37, 38. 
[z] Baron Bielfeld ſays, © His highneſs' s reſidence at 
Rur i is in an old houſe, but it is charmingly furniſhed. 


There are moreover delicious gardens, which are formed 


© in an old triple rampart that ſurrounds the city ; and con- 


/ fiſts of alleys, walks, repoſes, and beautiful viſtas : and at 


f the end of theſe walks is a more regular garden, orna 


t mented with hedges, vaſes, ffatues, bowers, a pavilion, 3 


© groita, 
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zr8G, where he held his court. The marſhal of Car. H. 
his court was M. Worptx, who was ſomewhat 17538. 
advanced in years; but he had a young wife, Corp 
who was a handſome and accompliſhed woman, 
and who made a diſtinguiſhed figure at the court 
of Rheinſberg. FrepirsToORy, the ſoldier who 
had attended the prince when he was cloſely « con- 
ned at Cuſtrin, was now transformed into the 
firſt gentleman of his bed-chamber. Among 
the prince's favourites were baron KAYSER 
11iNc[y], M. BIETET D, afterwards baron Biel- 

| | feld, 


* grotto, a bath, the temple of Apollo, and many other em- 
* belliſhments. There we frequently dine, and breathe a 
* conſtant ſpirit of gaiety.” Letters, ut ſupra, p. 112, 113. 
[re] Tui, Baron KaysERLING, appears to have been 

2 man of amiable, but ſingular character. The following ac- 
count of his perſon and behaviour is given by Bielfeld, when 
he firſt ſaw him at Rheinſberg. * Baron Kayſerling Is a gen- 
* tleman of Courland, engaged in the military ſervice of the 
king of Pruſſia, and particularly attached to the perſon of 
the prince-royal. It was ſome time before I could meet 
* with him, and I had heard ſo much of him, and was fo 
* much prejudiced in his favour, that I burned with impa- 
* tience to ſee him. He entered the hall like a whirlwind, 
* or like Boreas in the ballet of the Roſe. He was juſt come 
* from hunting ; and it appeared odd enough to ſee him in a 
* night gown, and with a gun upon his ſhoulder. He accoſted 
me at once with an air of perfect eaſe; and his firſt words ap- 
* peared to me, as if I had been for a long time honoured with 
* his particular friendſhip. He took me by the arm, and led me 

into his chamber; and while he dreſſed, he repeated ſcraps / 

of the Henriade, and rings of German verſes, and tatked 
| ; of 


„ 
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Caen. TEfeld, and the chevalier pz CnAsOr, a young gens 
2 mes of Normandy, of good talents, and a gay 
— | | | "1 and 


«of hounds MOEN ſome croſs capers ; and ptactiſed 
©. ſome ſteps in the rigadoon a la Balon; then talked of poli. 
* tics, mathematics, painting, architecture, literary, and poli. 
« tical matters. I remained immoveable, liſtened with a pro- 
found filence, and admired every thing, even the happy 
« tranſitions by which he paſſed ſo rapidly from one ehen 
© to another. I ſeemed, however, to perceive, that "this 
© extreme vivacity could not be altogether natural, and that 
uten flow from an abundant reſource of 
* genus; ; and though time has not quite baniſhed this ſuſpi. 


© cion, I find nevertheleſs, on a farther acquaintance, that - 
baron Kayſerling is a very amiable gentleman ;. that he has | 


© a mind adorned with much pleaſing knowledge; that he 
both talks, and writes well, and in verſe as well as in proſe; 
© and that he has a humour naturally gay, and a noble heart, 
His figure is not very engaging ; he is ſhort and thick; has 
« flnall eyes, 2 large noſe, a wide mouth, and a fallow com- 
* plexion. He has, however, an eaſy air, a graceful pre- 


© ſence, and all that he ſays, or does, is in the manner of 3 
man of birth. By attaching himſelf to the prince-royal he 
has contracted his taſte, He loves muſic, architecture, 


« painting, poetry, &c.? 

When Frederick aſcended the throne, baron Kayſerling 
was ſo agitated with joy, that it threw him into a fever. In 
1743, he was elected a member of the Royal Academy of 


Sciences at Berlin. He was a knight of Malta, and the king 


made him colonel of cavalry, and adjutant-general, and gave 
him a conſiderable penſion. He lived too freely, and wat 
much afflicted with the gout. He afterwards fell into a de; 
cline, and died on the 13th of Auguſt, 1745, at the age of 
forty-ſeven. The king's attachment to baron Kayſerling ap- 
pears to have been greater, than to almoſt any other of hiz 

; favourites 


hut, Gy. ay ys 
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and pprightly temper, who had ſerved in the Cn Ar. H 
French army. With this gentleman the prince pr = - 
became acquainted, when he went with his father, 
in 1734, to attend the mand of "Prince 
Eugene on the Rhine. | 

Tuovon the prince- royal did not cohabit with 
his wife, yet ſhe reſided in the palace at Rheinſ- 
berg, and took a part in the amuſements of the 
place; and, notwithſtanding the prince's aver- 
* ſion to the alliance, ſhe is repreſented as a very. 
beautiful and accompliſhed princeſs. Bielfeld, 
i who was a courtier, and may therefore be ſuſ- 
* pected of a little flattery, has given the following 
deſcription of her perſon and manners. Her 
wal highneſs is tall of ſtature; and her figure is, 
in one word, perfect. Never have I ſeen a more 
regular ſhape in all its proportions. Her neck, 
* her hands, and her feet, might ſerve as models to 
the painter. Her hair, which J have particu- 
* larly admired, is of a moſt beautiful flaxen, but 
e, © ſomewhat inclining to white; and ſhines, when 


favourites. He gave him the name of CEsARIOx, and a 
poetical epiſtle, addreſſed to the Manes of Ceſarion, is printed 
among the king's poems; in which Frederick ſpeaks of 
him with the utmoſt tenderneſs, extols his amiable qualities, and 

repreſents himſelf as having, by his death, ſuſtained an irre- 

parable loſs. The baron left an infant ſon, whom the king 

took under his own immediate care and protection. He alſo 

made a liberal proviſion for his widow. It appears from an 

El:ye on Baron Kayſerling, publiſhed in the Works of Mau- 

pertuis, that he tranſlated into French verſe ſome odes of 
Horace, and alſo Pope's Rape of the Lock. 


4 © not” 
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Cnag: H.“ not powdered, like rows of pearls. Her com. 


* plexion is remarkably fine; and, in her large 


bu eyes, vivacity and ſweetneſs are ſo happily 


© blended, as to make them perfectly animated. 


The princeſs has an open countenance; her 


©'eye-brows are neat and regular; her noſe is 
© ſmall and angular, but very elegantly defined; 
© and her coral lips, and well-turned: neck, are 
© equally admirable. Goodneſs is ſtrongly 
marked in her countenance ; and we may ſay, 
from her whole figure, that the Graces have 
© excrted themſelves in n. a Lacs Prin» 
© ceſs.” 


Ar Rheinſberg literature and hy fins: 0 


were patronized and cultivated; and ſeveral per- 
ſons of merit were lodged and maintained by 
tlie prince in the palace. Among theſe wert, 


M. Jox Dax, of whom ] ſhall have occaſion to 


ſpeak hereafter ; and M. Sovx IN, an old officer 
of artillery, who had loſt a leg in the ſervice, 
and by whom the prince had been inſtructed in 
mathematics and fortification. Baron Knosl- 


srokr, who had been in the army, but who was 


withdrawn from it, and who was much diſtin- 
guiſhed by his talents in painting and architec- 
ture, was likewiſe a reſident here; as were allo 
PesNE, a painter of eminence, CharLes HENRY 


Graun, maſter of the prince's chapel, Jon 


, 6 Letters of Baron Bielfeld, p. 98. 
Corn 
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Gorrtis Graun, his concert maſter, and Car. H. 
Francis BEN DA, famous for his excellence in —_—_ 

l 158 
playing on the violin, and for his fine — 
d. ions for that inſtrument: and the inhabitants N 

er the prince's palace are repreſented as enjoying 

tna it t great liert [6]. ; 


re ; FT O94 KTY 20 1 | 32> 
le] Bielfeld fays, All who live in this palace enjoy a 
y, perfekt liberty, for their particular employments, or private 


pleaſutes. We fee the prince and princeſs only at table, at 
« play, at the ball, the concert, or other common pleaſures 
o « of which we patticipate. Time, ſo precious to a thinking 
ſew 1dr ſo tedious to one who does not think, is not 
ts here paſſed by lying long in bed, in making a long break- 
* « faſt, or in pacifying or diſpatching of duns, or in grave | 
by conferences with a taylor, or fach other important viſitor, 
« or at a tedious toilet, or by dancing attendance in an anti- 
chamber, and paſſing the remainder of the day in frivolous 
« diſcourſe. Here every one reads, reflects, draws, paints, 
or plays on ſome inſtrument; or writes and amuſes, or em- 
ploys himſelf in his apartment; and is drefled with elegance, 
though not oſtentation, by the hour of dinner. Ibid. p. 92. 
In another place, he ſays, Our days here paſs away in a 
* tranquil manner, and enlivened by every enjoyment that 
can pleaſe a rational mind. Royal chear, wine fit for the 
* gods, the muſic of angels; delicious paſtimes in the gar- 
dens, in the woods, upon the waters; the cultivation of 
letters and the polite arts, and a refined converſation ; all 
* concur to ſpread their powers over this enchanting 1 
Ibid. p. 98. | 
IN It ſeems from what is faid w Bielfeld afterwards, that the 
prince's wine at Rheinſberg was ſometimes, though not fre- 
quently, uſed too freely both by himſelf and by his courtiers. 
* About a fortnight ſince,” ſays he, © the prince was in a 
| | humour 
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Car- H. AMONG other literary men, who were intro. 
— * eee to the prince of Pruſſia at Rheinſbery, 


8 * 
d 27 o 2 0 
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43>. humour of extraordinary gaiety at table. His gaiety ani 
© mated all the reſt; and ſome glaſſes of champaign i 


more enlivened our mirth. - The prince, perceiying om 


diſpoſition, was willing to promote it; and, on riſing fron 


table, told us he was determined we ſhould re-commence 


our jollity at ſupper, and in the ſame place where we had 
left off. Towards evening I was called to the concert; a 


the end of which the prince ſaid to me, -Go now to the 
a DIEM apartment, and when ſhe has finiſhed her play, 
we will fit down to table, and will not quit it till the light 
4 are out, and we ate ate ſomewhat enlightened with chan. 


epaign.“ . 1,regarded this. threat as a pleaſantry,; for ! 
F, knew that. parties, which are expreſsly intended for th 


purpoſe, ſeldom ſucceed, but commonly become more di 


than joyous. On entering the princeſs's apartment, hoy. 


ever, her highneſs, convinced that the affair was ven 


* ſerious, prognoſticated with a ſmile, that I ſhould not b 
« able to defend myſelf againſt the prince's attack, In fad, 
we were ſcarcely ſeated before he. began, by drinking 
« number of intereſting healths, which there was a neceſity 
of pledging. This firſt ſkirmiſh being over, it was followel 
by an inceſſant flow of ſallies and repartees, by the prince 


© and the company; the moſt contracted countenances be-. 


came expanded; the gaiety was general; and even the 


_ © ladies aſſiſted in promoting our jollity.” After about tyo 


hours, Bielfeld ſays, he went out into the veſtibule: When 
< I went out, I found myſelf ſober enough, but the air ſeized 
© me, and on entering the hall, I perceived a ſort of vapou 
© that ſeemed to cloud my reaſon. I had placed before me 
© a large glaſs of water, which the princeſs, oppoſite to whon 
© I had the honour to fit, in a vein of miſchievous pleaſantr), 
© had ordered to be emptied, and had filled it with Seller 

k „vine, 
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ro. Vas the ingenious and celebrated count — 

rp, ROTTT, wo oy _ Lene ons became 2738. 

an 3 * 

N « wie, which was as Clear as kindly ſo that, having 

WY * ready den | my” taite;"T mixed my wine with wine ;/arid 
thinking to refreſh myſelf, I became joyous, but it was a 

* « kind of joy that leaned towards intoxication, To finiſh 

2 my picture, the prince ordered me to come and fit by him: 

* he ſaid many gracious things to me, and let me ſee into 

« futurity, as far as my feeble ſight was then capable of diſ- 

* covering; and at the ſame time made me drink, bumper 

- after bumper, of his Lamelle wine. The reſt of the com- 

ay « pany, however, were not leſs ſenſible than I, of the effects 

iu BY of the Nectar, which there flowed in ſuch mighty ſtreams.— 

8 At laſt, whether by accident, or deſign, the princeſs broke 

x Þ '* a'glaſs, This was a fignal for our impetuous jollity, and 

he WY - an example that appeared highly worthy of imitation.” In 

dl an inſtant; all the glaſſes flew to the ſeveral corners of the 

£ room; and all the chryſtals, porcelain, piers, branches, 


« bowls, vaſes, &c. were broken into a thouſand Pieces. In 
the midſt of this univerſal deſtruction, the priuce ſtood, 
like the man in Horace, who contetnplates the cruſh of 
worlds, with a look of perfect tranquility: To this tumult 
* ſucceeded a freſh burſt of mirth; during which the prince 
« ſlipped away, and, aided by his pages, retired to his 
apartment; and the pcinceſs immediately followed. Biel- 
feld himſelf was ſo intoxicated, that he fell down the grand 
ſtair-caſe from the top to the bottom, and was ſo much bruiſed 
and hurt, that he was taken up ſenſeleſs. * Aſter lying,” 
ſays he, © about a fortnight in. bed, where the prince had 
* the goodneſs to come every day to ſee me, and contribute 
every thing poſſible to my cure, I got abroad again. The 
day aſter this adventure the court was at its laſt gaſp. 
Neither the prince, nor any of the courtiers, eould ſtir 
from their beds.“ Ibid. p. 99— 10g. 
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much 


Cuar-I. much attached. In a letter written to lord 


* " 
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2 Hervey, and dated. Sept. 30, 1739, the. count 
ſays, © What ſhall I ſay to you, my lord, of th: 
* prince-royal, the lover and the favourite of the 
* Muſes? Several days which we [un] paſſed with 
© him, in his caſtle of Rheinſberg, ſeemed to be 
but a few hours. He is the moſt intelligeri 
« and. moſt amiable of men. Though I could 
notice only his private virtues, 1 can boldly 
aſſure you, my lord, that the world will, one 
day admire his royal qualifications ; and that 
when he ſhall be upon the throne, he will ſhey 
© himſelf to be the greateſt of ſovercigris. Then 
© is all the reaſon in the world to believe, that 
he will ſeck out for great men, with, as much 
© eagerneſs as his father does for giants.” - 

In a letter written by Frederick to Voltaire, 

in the year 1739, is the following paſſage: * 1 

am at preſent employed on Machiavel, I an 

vuriting notes on his Prince; and have begun 
© a work, which will entirely refute his maxim, 

by the contradiction which will be found be. 
© tween them and virtue, as well as by their 
Fe oppoſition. to the true intereſts of princes. 1 
is not enough to point out virtue to men, vt 


— 
a 


[n] When the count was introduced to 45 * 
Pruflia, he was accompanied by lord Baltimore. 


37 Letters from Count Algarotti to Lord Hervey and the 
Marquis Scipio Maffei, vol. IL p. 33, 34. edit. Lond. 176g. 


« muſt 
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mut alſo ſet the ſprings of intereſt in motion, Car. H. 
«Wl + without which but few will follow the dickates 15. 

«Ml © of reaſon; 1 cannot fiy when 1 ſhall have SES 
Wl © accompliſhed my taſk ; for diſſipation, of vari- 

hk WY © ous kinds, at preſent prevents me from a te- 

e © gular purſuit of the work. I hope, however, 
mit my health and other occupations will permit, 

1d i © that in three months time I ſhall be able to 
fend you the manuſcript . 

ne Or the employments and converſation of the 5 
prince at Ruxtxs ERA, the following account is 


given by baron Bielfeld. All the employ- 
er ments, and all the pleaſures of the prince, are | 
hal © thoſe of a man of underſtanding. He is at 
cn WF this time actually engaged i in refuting the dan- 
cgerous political reveries of Machiavel. His 
ire, WW * converſation at table is charming. He talks 
much, and excellently well. His mind ſeems 
© to be equal to all ſorts of ſubjects ; and his 


gun imagination produces, on each of them, a 
ms, number of new and juſt ideas. His genius 
be- reſembles the fire of the veſtals, that was never 


© extinct. A decent and polite contradiction is 
not diſagreeable to him. He poſſeſſes the rare 


FF calent of diſplaying the wit of others, and of 
; giving them opportunities to ſhine on thoſe 
ce of BP ſubjects in which they excel. He jeſts fre- 


quently, and ſometimes rallies, but never with 


* Poſthumous Works, vol. VI. p. 500, 501. 
Vor. I. F 8 aſperity, 
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So” aſperity, and an ingenious retort does not A, 
525 pleaſe him. The antitheſis and the ſimile ap. 
Lye} © pear to be his favourite figures. — Nothing 
| can be more elegant than this prince's library. 
© It has a view of the lake and gardens. , A 
collection, not very numerous, but well choſen, 

of the beſt books in the French language, are 
ranged in- glaſs caſes, which are ornamented 
* with carvings and gildings i in excellent taſte. 
The portrait of M. de Vol rAIRR occupies an 
* honourable: place in this library. He is the Ml | 
: favourite author of the prince, who has, in 
general, a high eſteem for the good French 


* 


* 


«* writers, both in proſe and in verſe ”.” 

As the prince-royal had ſeveral W com. 
poſers and performers with him, he had gene- 0 
rally private concerts in the evening. Bielfeld 0 
ſays, The evenings are devoted to muſic. The Wil + 

prince has a concert in his ſaloon, where no 
one enters that is not invited, and ſuch inviu- 
© tion is regarded as an extraordinary fayour, 
The prince has commonly performed a ſonaty 
and a concert for the flute, on which he plays 

nin the greateſt perfection. He fills the flute 

' © admirably well, has great agility of the fingen 

* anda vaſt fund of muſic. He compoſes him- 

© ſelf ſonatas. I have had the honour to ſtand Wi 
behind him more than once, while he wy 


ay » Bielfeld's Leuen, val. Il. p. 922 93: 
= | playing 
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* playing, and was charmed with his taſte, efpe- 07.5 


© cially in the adagio. He has a continual crea- 


tion of new ideas. This writer adds, 2 | 


« prince dances in a noble and graceful manner. 
In a word, he loves all rational F. 

except the chaſe [LI]. 

Moc of the prince's time was employed in 
exerciſing the troops under his command, in at- 
tendance at reviews, and in occaſional journies 
with his father; but when he was at Rheinſberg, 
he often applied himſelf to his ſtudies with great 
ardour, particularly to hiſtory and philoſophy. 
One of his letters to M. Suhm contains the fol- 
lowing paſſage: * I become every day more 
covetous of my time; I render an account of 
© it to myſelf; and I loſe none of it but with 


great regret. My mind is entirely turned to- 
* wards philoſophy ; it has rendered me admi- 


« Bielfeld's Letters, p. 94, 95 

[1] It hab been ſaid, that when the prince was at Cuſtrin, 
he frequently rode out in a chaiſe, and generally carried a 
fowling-piece with him, with which he often fired at ſuch 
game as he occaſionally met with. On one of theſe excur- 
hons, having dropped his glove, by ſtooping to take it up, 
he accidentally cauſed his piece to go off, and a bullet went 
through his hat, and grazed his ear. 'This narrow eſcape 
made ſuch an impreſſion upon him, that he ſolemnly ſwore, 


chat he would never again carry a gun for ſuch a purpoſe: 


and it is added, that from this time he wholly left off the 
pratice of hunting. Vie de Frederic II, tome I, P+ 204. 


205, edit. Straſboutg, 12mo. 1788. 
"2 © rable 
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Cu. II.“ rable ſervices, and I am greatly indebted to it. 
50. © I find myſelt happy, abundantly more tranquil 
chan formerly; my ſoul is leſs ſubject to vio. 
* lent agitations; and I do nothing till I have 
thoroughly conſidered what courſe of action l 

In another letter, he ſays, 
© Tami retired at preſent to my dear. ſolitude, 
. ©. where I ſhall give myſelf up to my ſtudies, 
© Worrlvs, as you may ſuppoſe, will have his 
place; RolLLIx alſo will have his hours; and 
* the. reſt ſhall be conſecrated to the gods of 
* tranquility and repoſe “ [K |.” 
* . of the employwents of himſelf 


© ought to adopt“. 


In another 


Wc 8 anillere et 1 tome ed p. 7 
42 Tbid. tome I. p. 43, 44. 
1 In the ſame letter is alſo the following paſſage: 4 

"© certain poet of whom you have heard, or ſome of whole 

© works you have read, Greſſet, viſits me, and with him the 

« abbe Jordan, Kayſerling, Fququet, and major Stille. What 

% fatality is it which ſeparates us, my dear Diaphane? Why 

can we not at Rheinſberg ſee our days flow l in the 

' * boſom of truth and of innocence ?_ 


La ſous un ciel ſerein, aflis au pied des hbtres, 
Nous ẽtudions Vol en depit de nos pròtres. 

© Les graces & les ris ont acces en ces lieux, 
Sans pourtant excepter aucun des autres Dieux. 

- © Tantdt, quand nous ſentons bouillonner notre verve, - 
Nous chantons en l'honneur de Mars & de Minerve; 
Tantôt, le verre en main, nous c#lebrons Baechus, 

Et bn nuit nous | payons nos tributs a Vana. 
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and his literary friends at Rheinſberg, he ſays, Cray IT. 
We have divided our occupations into two 1539. 
* claſſes, of which the one comprehends thoſ 
that are uſeful, and the other thoſe that are 

© agreeable. I reckon in the number of thoſe 

that are uſeful, the ſtudy of philoſophy, of 

© hiſtory, and of languages: - the agreeable are 

© muſic, and the tragedies and comedies that we 

* exhibit here. Our ſerious occupations have, 

* however, always the privilege of preceding the 
others; and I dare venture to affirm to you, 

that we make only a reaſonable uſe of theſe 

* pleaſures ; engaging in them for no other pur- 

* poſe but to relax our minds, and to temper 

that moroſeneſs, and extreme philoſophic gra- 

* vity, which does not eaſily ſuffer its counte- 

* nance to be enlivened by the graces . 

Taz prince remarks to M. Suhm, in one of 

his letters, that the days he had paſſed at Rheinſ- 

berg were the happieſt that he had ever known ©. 

But his tranquility in this agreeable retreat was 
sometimes a little difturbed by the want of 
money, with which his frugal father, notwith- 
ſtanding his immenſe hoards, did not furniſh 

him in too great abundance. In one of his let- 

ters to M. Suhm, he tells him, that he was 

preſſed on all fides by his creditors “; and he 


N Correſpondance familiere et i nlenies tom. I. p. 64, 65. 
d. p. 76. +6 Ibid. p. 119. 


T4 repeatedly 
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Cn Ae. I. repeatedly mentions to him his difficulties on 
. that account, He, therefore, employed that gen. 
. tleman to procure for him ſome loans of money. 


Accordingly he borrowed for him conſiderable 
ſums of the empreſs Anne Iwanowna of Ruſſia, 
and from the duke of Courland, formerly count 
Biron, her favourite. He was at firſt unwilling 
to receive any maney from the empreſs. He 
obſerved to M. Suhm, that it was a very different 
thing to be under obligations to a duke, and to 
be under obligations to an empreſs “. But hit 
neceſſities at length obliged him to conſent, 


Beſides the ſums that he borrawed of the duke 


of Courland, the empreſs ſeems to have agreed 
to furniſh him with Frenty-fonr thouſand crowns 
er annum . 

Or the diſlike that Frederick William had 
conceived againſt Wor rius, who had now for 
ſome time been baniſhed from his dominions, | 
have already taken ſome notice. But, towards 
the cloſe of his life, the Pruſſian monarch began 
to entertain a more favourable opinion of this 
celebrated writer. In one of the prince's letten 
to M. Suhm, dated Oct. 14, 1739, is the follows 
ing paſſage: © The news of the day is, that the 
* king reads the philoſophy of Wolfius three 
hours in the day; for which God be praiſed 


+? Correſpondance familiere et amicale, tom. II. p· 60, 
V Ibid. p. 105, 


© Thus 
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« Thus we at length ſee the triumph of reaſon; * Hf. 
and J hope that the bigots, with their obſcure AY 
7 * cabal, will no more be able to oppreſs good 
le ſenſe and reaſon. Would you have believed, 

a, two years ago, that this phænomenon would 

nt ever have happened? You ſee, therefore, that 

Fe ve muſt ſwear for nothing, and that thoſe 

le things which appear to us the moſt remote, 

nt are ſometimes thoſe which the ſooneſt come 

to to paſs. But what will the philoſopher him 

© ſelf ſay? For, with all his rules of probability, 

© I am ſure that he never expected what has now 

© happened. I can tell you alſo ſtill more: 

« Wolfius has been offered a penſion of a thou- 

© ſand crowns, with another of five hundred for 

© his ſon, and a penſion is alſo promiſed to his 

© wife, in caſe of her widowhood: Behold 

* things new and aſtoniſhing, but which m_ 

* nevertheleſs, very true *. 

DurxinG M. Suhm's reſidence at Peterſburgh, 
the prince of Pruſſia endeavoured to gain from 
him the moſt exact information reſpecting the 
ſtate of the Ruſſian empire. He made very par- 


— 1 B- 


A 8 & 


w. WT ticular inquiries concerning the alterations that 
the had been made in Muſcovy, from the time of the 
ure acceſſion of Peter the Great, relative to religion, 
ed, the military art, commerce, dreſs, manners, and 


population. He alſo inquired what changes had 


Correſpondance familiere et amicale, p. 97, 98. 
F4 been 
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ona. H. been made in the police of the empire, what 
555. was the quantity of ſpecie, what public works 
had been undertaken, and what was the ſtate of 
| literature in Ruſſia LJ. M. Suhm in ſome de. 
5 gree anſwered his inquiries; but ſeems not to 
have been able to obtain him all the information 

that he wanted “. 
Ix a letter to M. Suhm, dated from Berlin, 
April 13, 1740, the prince intimates to him, 
that the king his father was in ſo bad a ſtate of 
health, that the phyſicians conſidered his caſe as 
__ deſperate, and apprehended his end to be ſpeedily 
' approaching. You may eaſily imagine,” ſays 
1 de. * that this ſtate of things ocgaſions much 


* 


11 F buſtle here; and, in fact, they leave me little 
= * repoſe; but within I am tranquil ; and, I aſſure 
 _ vou, that I have never found myſelf more 
* | | philoſopher than upon this occaſion. I regard 
A with eyes of indifference all that awaits me: 
1 © without either hopes or fears from fortune, | 


am full of compaſſion for thoſe who ſuffer, of 


[] Frederick ſeems to have made theſe inquiries in con- 
ſequence of an application of Voltaire, who had requeſted 
him to procure him ſome information reſpecting Ruſſia, he 
having then formed a deſign of writing an hiſtory of the life 
2 and reign of the czar Peter. Vid. letters of Voltaire in the 
. Poſthumous Works of Frederic II. vol. VI. p. 204, 205. 

4 Correſpondance familiere et amicale, p. 12, 13, $14 3% 
be” -- 25 | CE 
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* eſteem for worthy people, and of tenderneſs for Cz ar. Il. 
* my friends. You, who are in the number of —— 
* the laſt, may more and more aſſure yourſelf!l⸗Äĩ-68— 
* that you will find in me all that Oreſtes ever 

found in Pylades“. 


Correſpondance familiere et amicale, p. 112, 113. | 
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C H A P. II. * pu $2 
Death of Frederick Wi al Fw) = of Fre 
derick III. to the throne of Pruſſia.— His popu- 
larity among his ſubjefts on his acceſſion.— ll: 
attends the funeral of his father.—Diſbands 
the regiment of tall guards. —Inſlitutes a neu 
order of knightbood. Declines being crowned. — 
Voltaire congratulates him on his acceſſion. 
Viſits ſeveral parts of his dominions.—T akes a 
journey to Straſbourgh.—Has an interview with 
Voltaire. Prints his Anti-Machiavel.--Claims; 
and ſeizes, two diſtrids in the poſſeſſion of the 


f 1 biſhop of Line. 


Cn . 5 the latter years of Fxxp RI 
WILLIAM, he was ſo much afflicted with 


1 = ill health, that it increaſed the natural violence 
2 ny and irritability of his temper; ſo that he is ſaid 
* | to have behaved with great turbulence even to 
(0 his phyſicians I]. But when he found that his 
i | * 
73 | Lu] Dr. Johnſon ſays, that Frederick William : ſpoke and 
9 | | | t aQted in his illneſs with his uſual turbulence and roughnel, . 
. * reproaching his phyſicians in the groſſeſt terms with ther . 
Wn ; f unſkilfulneſs and impotence, and imputing to their ignorance WW, 
. 1 or wickedneſs the pain which their preſcriptions failed to r.. 
1198 © Heve. Theſe inſults they bore with the ſubmiſſion which h WW, 
= commonly paid to deſpotic monarchs; till at laſt the cel- 
br. | ' © brated Hoffman was conſulted, who Gling, like the rel, 
"4 «iq 
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end was certainly approaching, his behaviour was Cwar. 
more calm and reſigned. - Late in the evening _- 
pf the 26th of May, 1740, a courier arrived at 174. 
Rheinſberg, with letters acquainting the prince. 
hat his father was ſo ill, that his diſſolution, was 
ſpeedily apprehended, It was obſerved, that it 

ould be expedient, that his royal highneſs 

ſhould be preſent when the king breathed his 

laſt, and that the utmoſt expedition was neceſ- 

fary ; but that it was proper, that he ſhould give 

his viſit the appearance of being merely the 

effect of attention and tenderneſs towards his 
majeſty. The prince immediately ſet off for 
Potſdam, where he found his father not appa- 

ently ſo ill as he expected ; but the king ex- 

preſſed himſelf highly pleaſed at his arrival. He 

ved till the laſt day of the month, when he 


to give eaſe to his majeſty, was like the reſt treated with 
injurious language. Hoffman, conſcious of his own merit,. 
replied, that he could not bear reproaches which he did not 
* deſerve ; that he had tried all the remedies that art could ſup- 
* ply, or nature could admit; that he was, indeed, a profeſſor. 
by his majeſty's bounty, but that if his abilities or integrity 
* were doubted, he was willing to leave not only the univer- 
* ſity but the kingdom; and that he could not be driven into 
any place where the name of Hoffman would want reſpect. 
Tue king, however unaccuſtomed to ſuch returns, was firuck. 
* vith conviction of his own indecency, told Hoffman that he. 
* had ſpoken well, and requeſted him to continue his atten- 
dance.“ Memoirs ut ſupra, p. 101, 102, 


* | expired, 
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C na». expired, at three in the afternoon [x], in the 
_ arms of his ſon and ſucceſſor *, in the fifty. 
1730. ſecond year of his age. Before his death, he 
= had ſeveral conferences with the prince-royal on 
8 the affairs of government o], and on theſe occa. 
fions teſtified great regard for his ſon. He left 
behind him a paper, addrefled to his ſon, con. 
taining directions for his funeral [y]. 1 
ö | | Hy | 
[x] Bielfeld informs us, that About one in the after. 
© noon, he ſent for counſellor Ellert, his firſt phyſician, and 
© aſked him, if he thought that his life and his ſufferings 
© could continue long, and if the agonies of his laſt moments 
* would be great. The phyſician anſwered, Your majeſty is 
© already arrived at that period. I feel the pulſe retire ; it new 
© beats below your elbow. The king ſaid, Where will it retim 
* at laſt ? The doctor replied, To the heart: and in about ar 
© hour it will ceaſe to beat at all. On which the king ſaid, with 
perfect reſignation, God's will be done.“ Letters, vol, Ill, 
P- 127, 128. 
* Ibid. p. 118, 128. 
lo] Dr. Johnſon informs us, that the king laid ſeveral in- 


1 junctions upon the prince, of which one was to perpetuate 
1 © the tall regiment by continual recruits, and another to re- 
N © ceive his eſpouſed wife. The prince gave him a reſpeciſil 
1 © anſwer, but wiſely avoided to diminiſh his own right or 
1 power by an abſolute promiſe, and the king died uncertain 
. | © of the fate of the tall regiment.” Memoirs, p. 102. But 
AG | Bielfeld fays, It is affirmed, that the late king proved to his 
be | © ſon, by an exact calculation, a ſhort time before his death, 
Mag. | that his majeſty might maintain ten thouſand more men, and 
4 | © a ſuperb opera at Berlin, for the expence that his tall regiment 
1 "My | © of Potſdam had alone coſt him.“ Letters, vol. III. p. 164. 


1 [»] This paper contains ſome particulars, which are vel 
a ſuited to the ſingularity of Faepericx William's charac: 
* 1 : — ter, 
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Tus death of -Freberick' WILLIAM was ſo Car. 


far from Sth un that it appears to have > 


excited 1740. 
— 
ter. He gs c My i intention is, that Pt I am * ha 
« waſh my body, put me on a clean ſhirt, and extend me on 
« a table of wood; and that after having ſhaved me, and 
made me very clean, they cover me with a cloth, and leave 
me in that ſituation about four hours; at the end of which 
time they ſhall open my body, in the preſence of lieutenant- 

« general Bodenbroeck, of colonel Derſchau, of col. Einfiedel, 

* of major Bredow, the captains Pritz and Hacken, the 
a ſurge on- major of my regiment, and my valet de chambre. 
That they then examine care fully what ſhall have been the 

« cauſe of my death —After this they ſhall waſh me again, as 

« clean as poſſible, and put me on my beſt uniform, and lay 
me in that coffin which is not adorned; ; ne which they 
* ſhall leave me there all night. 

The ſoldiers of my regiment ſhall have new clothes, hats, 
and every thing belonging to them. Captain Lang, and the | 
other ſupernumerary officers and ſoldiers, as well as the ſix 
* ſubalterns of the ſecond and third battalions, and all the 
« ſupernameraries, ſhall mount the guard that day in the city. 

The next day they ſhall aſſemble my regiment, which 
© ſhall form its battalions in the following manner. The firſt 
* battalion ſhall face the caſtle, its right wing extending to 
© the river, where the walls begin; the ſecond battalion ſhall 
* be on the left hand of it; and the third behind that. They 
* ſhall be all compleat, and every grenadier ſhall have three* 
* cartridges. Every colour ſhall have a crape tied to it, and 
* the drums ſhall be covered with black cloth; and the fifes 

and hautboys ſhall alſo have crape about them. Every 
* officer ſhall have a crape in his hat, another about his arm, 
* and their ſcarfs ſhall be alſo covered with crape. 

The mourning coach, which ſhall be taken out of my 

* Rables at Berlin, ſhall be conducted to the foot of the great 

| | « ftairs; 


Cray excited an high degree of joy among his ſub. 


11740. expectations that were formed of his ſuccefſo;, 
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jets ; and the rather, on account of the prez 


a as r 


The new king, however, at leaſt put on ſome 
appearance of grief; for when M. Bielfeld wa 


« ſtairs; the horſes ſhall have their heads turned towards the 
river; and eight captains of my regiment ſhall put me int 
the coach: after which they ſhall go and take their pokh 
again. The ſame captains ſhall take me out of the each 
'* when the funeral pomp is arrived before the church. 

The eight captains I have mentioned ſhall carry my bod 
- into the church, through the door by which I uſed to enter, 
I would have the beſt of my ſwords for ſervice laid on th 
« coffin, with my beſt ſcarf, a pair of ſpurs, and a gilt head, 
piece. There are ſome of them to be found in the arſen 
© at Berlin. After the captains ſhall have ſet me down in th 
church, near my tomb, the hautboys ſhall play, and Ii. 
'<© dowick, the maſter. of my chapel, ſhall play on the orga, 
and the eight captains,. in the mean time, ſhall return inn 
© their ranks. There will be found ſome, among my genen 
« officers, who will pay me the laſt duties, and put me into m 
« vault. 

© They will take care to bring from Berlin, twenty- bon 
field- pieces, fix pounders each, which ſhall make twelr: 
© ſucceſſive diſcharges; then the battalions ſhall begin to in 
one after another, and the artillery ſhall re-commence i 
„fire. 

The generals, all the officers of my EE. and athen 
© who ſhall aſſiſt at this ceremony, ſhall have a ſupper thi 
© night, and the entertainment ſhall be made in the great hall 
I deſire they may be treated well, and that the beſt caſt i 
© Rheniſh wine in my cellars be broached, and that they dri 
© none but good wine in general that night.” Hiſt. of Prulls 
during the reign of Frederick William, p. 517-520. 


fir 


i | 
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6:4 introduced to him, after his acceſſion; he Car. 


ſeemed quite dejected, and ſaid to him, with 3% 


tears in his eyes, © You do not know what I 174 
© have loſt in lofing my father. Bielfeld re 
plied, It is true, Sire; but I know very well 

© what you have gained, in getting a kingdom. 

« Your loſs is great ; but your motives for con- 

« ſolation are very powerful. The king ſmiled 7; 

and, as a proof that he was not inconſolable, a 

few days after, before the funeral of his father, 

held a lodge of free-maſons [a 1 


u Letters, vol. III. Pp. 139, 1% 
1. Bielfeld, eee «The 

c king has publickly declared himſelf a.free-maſon; and, a 

« few days ſince, his majeſty held a very illuſtrious lodge. I 
made the neceſlary preparations, and, ated as principal over- 
© ſeer : the king himſelf being in the chalr. The curioſity of 
all the court was very ſtrongly excited. We received: their 
* highneſſes Prince William, the matgrave Charles, and the 
duke of Holſtein, ns ESTES 

« of our order.” Vol. III. p. 145. 

As it ſoon became generally known, that the king of Pruſſia 
was a free-maſon, ſome of the members of that fraternity 
afterward endeavoured, without any other pretenſions, to ob- 
trude themſelves upon his notice, by ſignifying to him that 
they were members of that ſociety, But they met with no 
countenance from him, unleſs they were in other reſpects men 
of merit. Accordingly we are told, that a free-maſon having 
endeavoured to intrude himſelf on the king, merely by virtue 

Jof that connexion, Frederick took no notice of him. But 
the man enforced his application by making the king a fign ; 
which his majeſty anſwered, © by turning his back upon his 

* brother-maſon, and _ * hind 24 
Note: to Bielfeld, ut fupra, p | 


177 , 
1 04 
ef 


| Faeps- 


+ 
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ay Car. + FrrperIck HI. [x] was extremely popula C 
3 i 3% among his ſubjects, on his acceſſion to the throne, g 
| 1740. When he appeared in public, the ſhouts of ap-. 
plauſe were inceſſant. He reſided at Ctartottes 0 
bourg [s], a palace about a league diftant from o 
Berlin, till the interment of his father, the cere. I. 
monies of which were conducted by the famous WW; 
baron an The cotieeurſe of FOES a WW 1 
6 
141 Het is now PROVES ded Fass ani fl Ib ade, 1 
Fxepertck WILLIAM, in that caſe, not being included i af 
the lift of FxzperICxs, But, by the ſame rule, he a 
might be diſtinguiſhed from the firſt King of Pruſſia, by being I h. 
denominated Cxarrss FxEDerICE, by which name he vu to 
* baptized. In this country, however, till very lately, i in almoff 01 
"38 1 all hiſtorical produRtions, he was generally denominated Pu My 
Ve brick III. The fact is, that as there have been ſeven | 
(444 |  *eleftors of Brandenburgh, and kings of Pruſfia, named Fre. Bi © 
B derick; and ſome of whom had alſo other additions to their e 
E | names; this has occaſioned ſomewhat of confufion in their t 


hiſtory. Thus Frederick, the firſt king of Pruſſia, generdly 
ſtyled Frederick I. is, in the Memoirs of the Houſe of Brat- 
denburgh, repeatedly ſtyled Frederick . he being the third 
elector of that name. 
Ls] The palace of CHarLoTTENBURG was built by Fre- 
derick I. but very much neglected by his ſucceſſor Frederick 
William. Bielfeld ſays, that the ſituation of this palace, 01 


. * the banks of the Sprey, is charming; the caſtle is large 

q 55 « and ſtately; the gardens are very extenſive, and diſpoſe 

=_ - © in a taſte of elegance and magnificence ; and the town, a 
"IL though not encloſed, is handſomely built.” The apartments Wy" 
es of the palace are ſplendid, and richly furniſhed ; and ther: WW 
11 1 is a gallery of pictures, ſome of which are pieces of gres 
Wy merit. | 
1 
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crowded, that it was not without extreme diffi- 
culty that common neceſſaries could be obtained, 
or the meaneſt accommodations. There was, 
indeed, at this period, a great ſcarcity of pro- 


the uncommon rigour of the preceding winter, 
which had nearly exhauſted all the private gra- 


after bis acceſſion, ordered the public ſtore- 
houſes to be opened, and corn to be diſtributed 


to the people at a moderate price. He alſo 


ordered the magiſtrates of the ſeveral diſtricts of 


0g 

Was 

ol 

. nis dominions, to be very attentive to the relief 
oe the poor; and directed, that if the funds 
ber Neſtabliſhed for that purpoſe were not ſufficient, 
heir 

rally 

rat 

hird 


the deficiency, ſhould be ſpgplied out of the 


revenues of the ctown 5. 
FreptRIC ILLIAM was interred at Potſdam 
r] on the 26th of June, 1740. Of the funeral 
Fre. 


Bielfeld, p. 144. 


arge 33 Johnſon” s Memoirs, ut ſupra, p. 1. 


oſed [r] In former notes, as well as in the text, ſundry obſer- 
own, vations have been made reſpecting this prince's character, 
en WY hich appears to have been ſingularly curious; and I ſhall, 
ther: WW" <refore, here add ſome farther particulars concerning him. 
gre He was extremely attentive to public buſineſs, His ſon ſays, 

that he * eſtabliſhed, in every province, a college of juſtice, 

* and another of finances, both ſubordinate to- the miniſters. 
tel Yor. I. G © The 


viſions throughout the kingdom, occaſioned by 


naries. Frederick, therefore, on the ſecond day 


1 
Charlottenbourg to ſee the new king was fo Crar, 


great, and the houſes of every kind ſo much * 


1740. 


—_ 1 * — 4 
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on. * ; ; 

3 Cray. proceſſion, in which the new king walked in 
* III. 

7 A. P perſon, the N e particulars are related by 
by 1740. h 1 Bielfeld. 
9 


The miniſters for foreign affairs, with thoſe of juſtice, and 
© of the finances, made their report daily to the king, who 
* definitively decided every thing laid before him. During | 
the whole of his reign, there did not appear the mod 
- © trifling ordmance that was not of his figning, nor the mil 
© trifling inſtruction that was not of his drawing up.“ Meno, Wi 
of the Houſe of Brandenburgh, vol. II. p. 155. 
Frederick William contributed much more to enable his ſon 
Frederick III. to make the great figure that he afterward WiW* 
did, than has been generally apprehended. A ſenſible and WW 
well informed writer ſays, that © During the reign of Frederick , 
William, ſurnamed the Great Elector, the Houſe of Brau- 
* denburgh began to make a diſtinguifhed figure in Europe. 
His fon Frederick, the firſt king of Pruſſia, ſeemed to be 
more deſirous of ſupporting the pomp of royalty, than of 
« cultivating the true means of increaſing the ſplendour of 
© his houſe. F rederiek William, his ſucceſſor, advanced with 
© gigantic ſteps in the road his grandfather, the great eletor, 
had marked out for him. He formed a military ſyſlen 
till then unknown in Europe. He eſtabliſhed that diſcipline, WF 
* which every other power has been ſtriving to imitate, and 
© that mechaniſm, if we may fo call it, by which every pn 
© of it is ſo firmly connected. The judicious diſcernment of Wi 
© this prince made him ſenſible, that the power of the houle 
© of Brandenburgh would for a long time be precarious; and 
© that a numerous and well diſciplined army could alone con- 
© ftitute its baſis and ſupport. His politics, therefore, wen 
* founded wholly on ſtrength, and his government became 
© altogether military.” Od&/ervations on the Military Eftablif- 
ment, Oc. of the King of Prufſa, p. 1, 2. 
Of the perſon of Frederick William, in 1739, the follov- 
ing deſcription is given by Bielfeld. . If we judge by l 
: * | c portraits 
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portraits, he was in his youth perfectly handſome ; but it 
« muſt be confeſſed, that he does not now retain any traces 
ing © of beauty. His eyes are indeed lively, but his looks are 
ot © frightful ; his complexion is compoſed of a mixture of high 
oft © red, blue, yellow, and green; his head is large, his neck 
nm is quite ſunk between his ſhoulders, and his figure is ſhort 
and groſs.” Letters, vol. III. p. 67. 
fon Another writer ſays, This monarch was of a middling 
rd height, but extraordinarily thick ; he had a lively eye, full 
and face, large forehead, a very handſome mouth and noſe, and 
rick 
ran 
pe. 


well made leg, and ſpoke very much through the noſe. 

His head was very large, and he wore a wig, whoſe ſides 

« were ſhort, and curled into one ſingle buckle, which in- 

be creaſed the natural largeneſs of his face. He was in con- 
n of WH tinual exerciſe, to prevent the natural conſequences of his 
© exceſſive fatneſs. He piqued himſelf on being a good 
phyſiognomiſt, and when he perceived any one confounded 
at his preſence, concluded he had a bad conſcience. He 
« was never miſtaken with regard to foreigners, whom he 


* ſaw one, informed himſelf exactly of every thing concerning 
* him, 
The beſt way to have his approbation on theſe occaſions, 


EE E-SEE 


= 


him without heſitation. He often aſked queſtions, as much 
to divert himſelf, as out of curioſity. 1 remember one day 
at Potſdam, a Gaſcon, a comb-maker by profeſſion, who 


SEIZ8E 


to ſeek for work, ſtood to ſee the great grenadiers at Potſ- 

dam, as he paſſed through that place, perform- their exer- 
* Ciſe, The king, who perceived him, came up to him, and 
F aſked him who he was, whither he came from, whither he 
| G 2 | © was 


I 


* 


diſtinguiſhed at the firſt fight from Pruſſians; and when he 


* was to look full on him, to make few or no bows, and anſwer . 


had left France on account of religion, and came to Berlin 
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Bielſeld. The proceſſion began about eleven Czar. - 
„in the forenoon. A detachment of the late 45. 


* king's 1740. 
— 


majeſty always Sir, Upon this an officer drew near him, 
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* king's regiment came firſt ; then came all the 
* domeſtics of that monarch 1 in deep tn | 


* grooms, 
© was going; &c: to which the Gaſcon anſwered, calling ki 


and told kim he was ſpeaking to the king. Tell that 1 
© others, replied the Gafcon ; what do kings wear ſpatterdaſhes? 
The king laughed heartily at the man's ſimplicity; and 
< was much leſs ſhocked at ſuch an anſwer, than he would 
© have been at the airs of a perit-maitre, or a coat with ſleeves 
© after the French faſhion.” Hi. of Proffia, ut ſupra, p. 521, 
522. 

Frederick William was rigorous, even to extreme cruelty, 
in his puniſhment of offenders. This appeared on various 
occaſions. Vid. Hiſt. of Pruſſia, ut ſupra, p. 206, 207, 228, 
229. He himſelf altered the ſentences of the civil and mill 
tary courts, and either aggravated, or mitigated them, as he 
thought proper. But he ſeemed much more inclined toaggn- 
vate, than to mitigate. It is ſaid, that ſome years before 
his death he had formed the deſign of abdicating his crown, 
and retiring to the Hague. Bielfeld informs us, that in the 
© treaty of partition, which he made with the prince «f 
Orange, for the ſucceſſion of William III. of England, he 
* expreſsly reſerved the palace at the Hague, called the Old 
© Court, and the pleaſure caſtle of Honſlardick. It was there 
© that he propoſed to finiſh his days in zetirement, and et 
© his fon hold the teins of government. This idea revived 
© in his mind towards the cloſe of his life. The day before 
lis death, he ſent for M. von Podewills, miniſter for foreig 
© affairs, to Berlin; and, in effect, abdicated the crown, i 
the preſence of the prince of Anhalt, and ſeveral other. 
© He moreover ordered that miniſter to notify this abdication, 
the ſame evening, to all the courts of Europe, and make 
the troops take the oath of fidelity. Providence, however, 


rendered this ſtep unneceſlary, by taking the det monen 
2 
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the * grooms, coachmen, footmen, hunters, valet de Cray. 
g chambres, and pages. Theſe | were followed 0%. 
ns, N . . 8 
ki « a few hours after from this world, and putting the ſeepter | 
um, into the hands of his ſon, by the more natural way, the 
% * right of ſucceſſion.“ Letters, vol. III. p. 133, 134. 
bes? Count ALGaroTT1 viſited the Pruſſian dominions in 1739, 
ni as has been already mentioned in the text; and, in a letter to 
ould lord Hervey, written at that time, he gives ſome account of 
eves Frederick William, and his tall regiment. Speaking of Potſ- 
52 dam, which he ſtyles © the military noviciate of Pruſſia, he 
ſays, © It is the garriſon of that ſuperb regimem, which, for 
el, the comelineſs and ſtature of the ſoldiers, may be called 
do the flower of the human race. It is compoſed of, including 
228, the ſupernumeraries, four thouſand giants, of all religions, 


and all countries. Yet there is not among them either 
* ſchiſm or controverſy. Means have been found to turn their 
© attention ſolely to evolutions, and other military exerciſes, 


« To ſee a ſingle ſoldier perform his exerciſe, through a mul- 
« tiplying glaſs, and to ſee this regiment perform it, is pre- 


ce of BR eiſely the ſame thing, for regularity and juſtneſs of time. 
d, be BH © Many even think, that, in the handling of their arms, they 
xe Ot BR © are ſubje& to minuteneſſes, which, though they have a fine 
z there 


effect upon the parade, are very uſeleſs in a day of battle, 
The prince of Anhalt, who diſtinguiſhed himſelf ſo greatly 
in the battle of Turin, is the inſtitutor of this rigorous diſ- 
* cipline, However, this regiment of giants is always under 
* the eye of their maſter; it is he who is properly their 
* commander. He even takes that title, having done us the 
* honour to tell us, that we ſhould dine, not at the table of a 
King, but at that of a Colonel. 
he acquits himſelf of the functions of one with the greateſt 
exactneſs. His regiment is the principal object of his 
* thoughts, and for. it alone he gives into profuſion.—Every 
G 3 


5 morning, 


and to make all their pretenſions center in excelling therein. 


It muſt be allowed, that 


85 
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Caay. © by the deputies of the tribunals of juſtice, th, 


Fu © chambers of finances, and of all the courts, a 


1740. < wel 


© morning, whatever the weather be, he goes to ſee it mount 
guard, and ſeems always to behold it for the firſt time, 
© It is then that he gives audience, and admits foreigners to 
© his preſence. Accordingly it has been ſaid of him, tha 
© the earth is the floor of his anti-chamber, and the &y it, 
« cieling. In ſome countries, the breed of dogs is leſſenel 
© by people who deal in them. Here, to have ſoldiers, the 
© breed of men is enlarged. To this end, the talleſt women 
© that can be found are ſought for throughout the kingdom, 
© to match them with the giants at Potſdam; and in the 
© marriages of their children, the proportion of fizes is ob. 
© ſerved, as much as poſſible. If a girl be a hand higher 
than common, the king pays her portion. 
© Beſides his ſuperb regiment of guards, this prince keen 
« upwards of ſeverity thouſand men, who, without being 6 
© tall, are all caſt in tht ſame mould, and form the moſt bnl- 
© liant troops that it is poſſible to ſee. The arſenals of Stettin, 
© Magdeburgh, and Weſel, his moſt important places, are, 2 
« well as thoſe of Berlin, in the beſt condition, and furniſhel 
© with a numerous artillery. The horſes deſtined for miluar 
© ſervice are trained to it long beforehand, and diſtributed i 
© the ſeveral provinces, where they do not remain idle; and 
© where they are kept always ready to change the works of 
Ceres for thoſe of Mars. 

: Though the department of war is his principal occupation 
and all that ſurrounds him is military, his cares do not the 
leſſ extend to the other parts of government. His finance 
are regulated with the moſt perfect cexconomy. People talk 
© every where of his treaſure ; a ſtagnañt humour in the bod) 
politic, according to the merchant ; and the life of the fate, 
in the opinion of the troops; who ſee nothing comparable 
to a military cheſt, At Berlin, a vaſt apartment, adjoining 

| > þ 
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« well of the provinces as the city. Next came CHaer. 
© the deputies of the grand directory, and then = 
© the miniſters of ſtate of all the departments; 1740. 


© and theſe were followed by the great officers of OD 


© the crown, each of whom bore, on a cuſhion 


© of purple velvet laced * fringed with gold, 


* to the royal treaſury, is full of tables, chairs, branches, 
* candleſticks, lamps, and baluſtrades of filver. Every thing 
© there is of that metal, as formerly in the palaces of the 
kings of Mexico. 

* He has re- peopled the territories which he poſſeſſes in 
© Prufſia and Lithuania, heretofore ravaged by the plague, by 
« ſending thither colonies purchaſed in the Catholic countries 
of Germany, where the Proteſtants have not the free exerciſe 
* of their religion. He has likewiſe eſtabliſhed breeds of 
© horſes, which are now in high repute. Potſdam owes to 
© him almoſt the whole of its exiſtence. Among other things, 
he has built there a church for his ſoldiers, in which is his in- 
* tended tomb, ſupported, on the right hand and on the left, 
by Mars and Bellona, who had not for a long time before 
made their appearance in any of our temples. 

He has likewiſe increaſed Berlin by more than half; and 
© the new ſuburb, or rather the new city which he has added 
to it, is called, from the name of its founder, Williamſtadt.— 
Agriculture is not the leaſt of his cares. In the ſame manner, 
* as the czar ſent young gentlemen into foreign countries, to 
learn there politeneſs, or maritime affairs, the king of Pruſſia 

* ſends them into the country, there to ſtudy plowing, and the 
* manner of cultivating land. Accordingly this art, the moſt 
important of all, encouraged and honoured by the ſovereign, 
* makes here conſiderable progreſs.” Letters from Count 
Algarotii to Lord Hervey and the Marquis Scipio Maffei, 
vol. II. p. 23—32. 
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one of the enſigns of royalty ; count Schwerin, 
in quality of hereditary great chamberlain, 
© bore the ſcepter; and in like manner the reſt, 
All the counſellors, miniſters, generals, and 
great officers, were followed each one by his 
domeſtics in ſtate liveries ; which altogether 
compoſed an immenſe train, and afforded a 
ſuperb ſight. At laſt came the funeral chariot, 
drawn by eight horſes with long black cover- 
ings. The coffin was uncovered. The canopy 


was ſupported by twelve major-generals, and 


the four ends, with their taſſels, by four lieute- 
nant generals. Immediately after the chariot 


came marechal Schwerin, bearing the great 


banner, and ſupported by two generals. Be- 


hind this banner, at ſome diſtance, walked the 


king, ſupported by the old reigning prince of 
Anhalt Deſſau, and the duke of Holſtein Beck, 
both marechals. His majeſty was followed by 


at leaſt five hundred officers, generals, and 


others, who all marched in ranks, and kept 
their lines like ſoldiers. The diverſity of their 
uniforms, and the great number of theſe off. 
cers, all of noble families, afforded the moſt 


grand and brilliant ſight I have ever ſeen. 
After the officers came the prince of Pruſſia, 
* ſupported by the hereditary prirtce Leopold of 
e Anhalt and the prince of Zerbſt. Then came 


prince Henry, the king's ſecond brother, ſup- 


f Ported by prince Thierry of Anhalt, and the 


young 


I] 
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young prince of Holſtein; 
Ferdinand, the king s youngeſt brother, ſup- 
ported by the princes Eugene and Maurice of 


89 


and then prince Cnet. 


III. 
A. D. 


1740. 


Anhalt; and laſtly, the margraves van Schwedt, "tte in 


Henry, Charles, and William, as princes of 
© the blood, ſupported by lieutenant-generals. 


All the princes and noblemen were in the 


« deepeſt mourning, with trailing cloaks, and 

© long crapes in their hats. Each of them was 

« attended by their livery ſervants. The other 

© generals followed after, two and two, and a 

* ſecond detachment of the late king's regiment 
« cloſed the train“. 


Tur very next day after the ea of his 
father, Frederick diſbanded the regiment of tall 
guards at Potſdam 5? ; but many of the men were 
incorporated into n regiments [u]. He 

applied 


56 Letters, vol. III. p. 158, 159, 160. 7 wid. p. 163. 

[v] Bielfeld ſays, © The king has picked ſome of the fineſt 
© men to incorporate with his regiment of Ruppin, which 
* now bears the name of guards, and his majeſty has augmented 
* it to three battalions. The men who are the talleſt, and 
* the leaſt well made, are ſet apart to form a battalion, which 
is to be commanded by general Einfiedel, and which is to 
* remain in garriſon at Potſdam, and conſtantly to preſerve 
* the ſame uniform, arms, and exerciſe, as the regiment of 
the late king. Twelve ſubaltern officers, all men of extra- 
* ordinary ſtature, have been choſen to ſerve in the king's 
* livery as heydukes. Theſe giants, clothed in caftans, a ſort 


* of Turkiſh robe, and having on their heads high caps, with 
* plumes of feathers, reſemble walking eoloſſuſſes. The reſt 
of 
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Gn * applied himſelf to the public buſineſs with gren 
AD. -  aſiduiy; 
1740. 

— © of this great regiment will be incorporated with the fie 
© regiments of infantry, each of two battalions, which hi 
© majeſty is now raiſing, and which they fay are deſtined fo 
« prince Henry, prince Ferdinand, and the generals Munchoy, 
« Cammas, and Perſode.“ Letters, vol. III. p. 163, 164. 

Voltaire informs us, that after the death of Frederick Wi. 
liam, the new king gave ſome of theſe tall ſoldiers to the queen, 
his wife, to ſerve in quality of heydukes. I remember, 
ſays he, © they accompanied. the old ſtate coach, which pre. 
© ceded the marquis de Beauvau, who came to compliment 
© the new king, in the month of November, 1740. The 
© late king, Frederick William, who had formerly fold al 
© the magnificent furniture left by his father, never could find 
© a purchaſer for that enormous ungilt coach. The heyduke, 
© who walked on each fide to ſupport it, in caſe it ſhould fall 
* ſhook hands with each other over the roof.“ Memoir 
p- 18, 19. | 

Bielfeld, ſoon after his firſt arrival at Berlin, having viewel 
Frederick William's tall regiment, both at church, and on the 
parade, makes the following obſervations : © Never did I fu 
* myſelf ſo diminutive, as in the midſt of theſe devout giant 
© Whenever they ſtood up at their prayers, I thought myſelf; 
< pigmy. I was obliged to hold my head back when I woul 
© obſerve their phyſiognomies. The ſoldiers, as well a 
© officers, attended the divine ſervice with great decency, and 
* with an air of much devotion. Mine, I muſt ingenuouly 
«* confeſs, was a little diſtracted by the novelty of the ſight 
© and by certain reflexions which I could not forbear making 
The church appeared to me like a grand cabinet, when 
« ſome curious monarch had amaſſed a very extraordinary col 
lection of men of the talleſt ſtature, from the four quarten 
* of the world. Under the pulpit I obſerved an iron git 
0 which cloſed the entrance of a vault, where the king it 

« tend 
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aſſiduity ; and ſent three ſolemn embaſſies, to Cuar, 


the A. P. 


1740- 
© tends to be depoſited after his deceaſe. I was furprized to- 
« ſee, at the ſides of this grate, two ſtatues of white marble, 


that had the look of two centinels, and which repreſented 
Mars and Bellona. It ſeemed ſtrange to me, to find two 
« Heathen deities in a Chriſtian church. When we came 
out of the church, they carried us to the parade, where 
« we found a part of the garriſon under arms. They went 
through their exerciſe with an exactneſs, which ſurpaſſes all 
„that has been ſaid of them. To form an idea of it, it is 
* neceſſary to ſee it; and I proteſt to you, that, ſince the de- 
luge, I do not think there has been on the earth a troop of 
warriors, that made ſo marvellous an appearance, and of ſo 
extraordinary a ſtature, and that performed their exerciſe 

with ſo much dexterity.” Letters, vol. III. p. 67, 68, 69. 

Dr. Johnſon, ſpeaking of Frederick William, and his tall 
regiment, ſays, © To review this towering regiment was his 
daily pleaſure, and to perpetuate it ſo much his care, that 
* when he met a tall woman, he immediately commanded + 
© one of his Titanian retinue to marry her, that they might 
« propagate procerity, and produce heirs to the father's habi- 

* liments.” Memoirs, ut ſupra, p. 96. 

In his reviews of this tall regiment, Frederick William was 
frequently attended by the foreign miniſters who happened to 
be at his court. On one of theſe occaſions, when the ambaſſa- 
dors from France, Spain, and England, were preſent, the 
Pruſſian monarch is ſaid to have aſked the French miniſter, 
whether an equal number of his countrymen would engage 
with theſe gigantic ſoldiers. The Frenchman replied, that it 
was impoſlible that any men of moderate fize could think of 
ſuch an attempt. The ſame queſtion was put to the Spaniſh 
miniſter, , who made a ſimilar reply. Frederick William 
afterwards aſked the Engliſh ambaſſador, whether he thought 
that an equal number of his countrymen would beat them ? 

I cannot, 
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the emperor, to the king of France [x], and to 
the 


I cannot, Sir,” ſaid the Engliſh miniſter, © take upon me tg 
« affert, that an equal number of my countrymen would ben 
© them; but this, I think, I may venture to affirm, "OG 
the number would try. | 
Notwithſtanding the attachment of Frederick William | to | 
His tall guards, there is abundant evidence, that they were | 
often not only obtained by the moſt unjuſtifiable means, but. | 
alſo frequently very ill treated ; ſo that fourteen of them at 
once had formed a ſcheme to deſert ; but their deſign was pre. 
vented by being diſcovered before its execution. Hift, of 
Pruſſia, ut ſupra, p. 311. Twelve more of them afterward; 
alſo formed a ſimilar ſcheme ; but that likewiſe was diſcovered, 
Bid. p. 397. | 
[x] By his ambaſſador to the court of France, he ſent 2 
preſent of wine to Voltaire, who has given a very ludicrous 
account of the circumſtances with which his preſent was at- 
tended. * He began his reign,” ſays he, by ſending an 
© ambaſſador extraordinary to France; one Camas, who had 
© loſt an arm, formerly a French refugee, and then an officer 
in the Pruſſian army. He faid, that as there was a miniſter 
from the French court at Berlin, who had but one hand, 
© he, that he might acquit himſelf of all obligation towards 
the moſt Chriſtian king, had ſent him an ambaſſador with 
only one arm. Camas, as ſoon as he arrived ſafe at his inn, 
« diſpatched a lad to me, whom he had created his page, to 
< tell me that he was too much fatigued to come to m/ 
© houſe, and therefore begged I would come to him inſtantly, 
© he having the fineſt, greateſt, and moſt magnificent preſent 
© that ever was preſented, to make me on the part of the 
king his maſter. Run—run as faſt as you can, ſaid madame 
du Chatelet, he has aſſuredly ſent you the diamonds of the 
* crown. Away I ran, and found my ambaſſador, whoſe 
only baggage was a fmall keg of wine, tied behind his 
| oh | « Chaiſe, 
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the king of England. Great generoſity was Cnar. 


expected from him, on his acceſſion to the throne, = 
by his courtiers and dependents ; but theſe expec- 1749. 


tations were not much gratified. He did, how- 
ever, confer ſome offices, and make ſome pre- 
ſents ; and he inſtituted a new order of knight- 
hood, called THE ORDER or MERIT; the pro- 
ſeſſed deſign of which was to reward the merit 
of perſons either in arms or arts, without diſtinc- 
tion of birth, religion, or country. The king 
was conſtituted ſovereign, and the number of 
knights unlimited. The enſign was to be a croſs 
of eight points, enamelled blue, and edged with 
gold, having in the center a cypher of the letters 
F. R. and in each angle a black eagle diſplayed; 
on the two upper points the regal crown of 
Pruſſia; on the reverſe, the motto Pour IE 
MEeRITE. : 

FREDERICK declined the ceremony of a coro- 
nation ; but this was not from humility. Baron 
Bielfeld has explained the matter. He fays, 
Frederick, the firſt king of Pruſſia, had good 
WW © reaſon for ſubmitting to that ceremony; but 


* chaiſe, ſent from the cellar of the late king by the reigning 


* monarch, with a royal command for me to drink. I emptied 


© myſelf in proteſtations of aſtoniſhment and gratitude for 
© theſe liguid marks of his majeſty's bounty, inſtead of the 
* ſolid ones I had been taught to expect, and divided my keg 
with Camas,” Memoirs, p. 33, 34, 35. 

Letters, vol. III. p. 146. ” | 


© his 
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cur. his ſucceſſors receive the crown from the hands 
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* of Providence, and not from their ſubject, 


1740. © They content themſelves with adminiſtering 
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© the oath of fidelity to the troops, to the nobi- 
© lity, and to the en [Y]. Meſſ. Dacier, 
9 | * medalliſt 


[r] The pride of hereditary royalty thus aſſumed by 2 
family, who were but juſt become poſſeſſed of it, is ſomewhat 
amuſing. Frederick William, though only the ſecond king 
of Pruſſia, alſo declined being crowned, *© thinking,” as his 
ſon ſays, that this idle ceremony ſuited elective better than 
« hereditary princes.” According to baron Pollnitz, it was a 
very trifling circumſtance which occaſioned the elevation of 
Pruſſia to the rank of a kingdom. Great events,” fays he, 
commonly have their ſource in trifles. This was owing to 
* nothing more than the refuſal of the prince of Orange, who 
was king of England, to give an arm-chair to the eleQor, 
in a conference between thoſe two princes at the Hague, in 
1695. The elector could not bear that the prince of Orange, 
who had always been his inferior, ſhould carry it to him in 
© ſuch a lofty manner, after fortune had raiſed him to the 
_ © throne of England; and from that time he reſolved to * a 
© king too.” Memoirs, vol. IV. p. 11. 

In conſequence of this grievous refuſal of William III. of 
England to allow the elector of Brandenburgh an arm-chair, 
a negociation was immediately ſet on foot to prevail on the 
emperor, and the other princes of Europe, to- conſent that 
ducal Pruſſia ſhould be erected into a kingdom, and that the 
elector of Brandenburgh ſhould be acknowledged as king of 
Pruſſia. Many difficulties were ſtarted, and the elector's chief 
miniſter ſtrongly perſuaded him not to perſiſt in this project. 
© But the elector,“ ſays Pollnitz, had the refuſal of the arm- 
chair too much at heart, to hearken to any reaſons that 


could be brought againſt his deſign, and ſent Danckelman, 
« his 


OI 
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\ MW mcdallifts at Geneva, have juſt ſtruck a very Cas, 


„nine and large medal, which correſponds with 45. 


0 | © this 174, 
his miniſter's brother, to Vienna, to impart to the emperor 
T, « the ſcheme which he had formed to ere& Pruſſia into a 
ts « kingdom.” | 
After many negociations, a variety of political intrigues, 


2 and much evaſion and delay, the project at length ſucceeded, 
hat and the emperor conſented to it on ſeveral conditions, two of 
ng which were, that © the elector ſhould never withdraw from 
his the empire the provinces of his dominions thereon depend- 
lan © ing;* and that © in the emperor's preſence he ſhould require 
$2 no other diſtin tions than thoſe which he before enjoyed.“ 
of The king of England, and ſeveral other princes of Europe, 
he, concurred in this meaſure: but prince Eugene, foreſeeing 
to that it would not be favourable to the imperial dignity, de- 
rho clared, that © the emperor ought to have hanged the miniſter, 


or, who gave the pernicious advice of conſenting to the erec- 
in tion of this upſtart royalty.” : 
ge, Frederick I. was crowned king of Pruſſia, at Konigſberg, 
in on the 18th of January, 1701. The ceremony was performed 
the vith extraordinary magnificence, and all the perſons concerned 
e 2 in it went through their parts with great exactneſs. One irre- 
: pularity only was committed, which Pollnitz has recorded. 
of The queen herſelf,“ ſays he, © was the only perſon that got 
air, * a reprimand, and that was by her taking ſome ſnuff. Her 
* throne being over-againſt the king's, ſhe watched a long 
that time for an opportunity, and when ſhe thought his majeſty - 
the ' did not obſerve her, ſhe ſtole out her ſnuff-box. The king 
r of * happening to turn his eyes towards her the very ſame mo- 
hief ment, ſhe would fain have concealed it; but his majeſty's 
ect. * countenance was ſo fixed on her, that ſhe was convinced he 
rm- perceived it; and indeed this prince, who was upon this 
that * occaſion not to be trifled with, immediately ordered one of 
un, bis gentlemen who was behind him, to go and atk the queen 
his in 
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© this idea. It is in bronze; on one fide is ſeen 
© the buſt of the king, with the uſual inſcription, 
Fre. 


© in his name, Whether ſhe remembered the place where be War, 
© and the rank ſhe held there? 

But though SoyrH1a CHARLOTTE, the firſt queen of Pi. 
ſia, was guilty of the high crime of taking ſnuff during the 
ceremony of the coronation, ſhe was, notwithſtanding, a very 
amiable princeſs. She was ſiſter to George I. king of Eng. 
land, was beautiful in her perſon, loved muſic, was much at. 
tached to literature, and a great encourager of profeſſors of 
the fine arts. She was well read in hiſtory, natural philo- 
ſophy, and theology, and ſpoke moſt of the European la- 
guages with eaſe. | 

Her grandſon, in his Memoirs of the Houſe of Brandenburgh 
ſays of her, that ſhe was a princeſs of ſingular merit, u 
© whom were joined all the charms of her ſex, with the grace 
of wit, and the ſolidity of reaſon. In her younger days 
- © ſhe had travelled into Italy and France, under the care of 
© her relations. She was deſigned for the crown of France, 
© Lewis XIV. having been ſtruck with her beauty; but pol. 
« tical reaſons defeated this marriage. 'This princeſs brought 
© along with her the ſpirit of ſociability, true politeneſs, and 
© the love of arts and ſciences into Pruſſia. She founded tle 
royal academy. She invited Leibnitz, and ſeveral other 
© learned men to her court; her curioſity leading her to it 
« quire into the firſt principles of things. One day, as i 
« preſſed Leibnitz very hard upon this ſubje&, this philo- 
© pher replied to her, © Madam, there is no poſſibility ot 
« ſatisfying you: you want to know the why and the where 
« fore.” Charlottenburg (where ſhe reſided) was the res. 
« dezvous of the people of taſte; and the great variety d 
« diverſions and entertainments contributed -to. render thi 
© abode delightful, and the court moſt ſplendid. Sophu 
© Charlotte had a great and noble ſoul: her religion va 

| put, 
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een ; Fredericus II. Rex Borruſſie; and on the Cue! 
on; Wl © exergue, his Ay s motto, Pro gowns & 2e A, 


« pure, her temper ſweet, 5 her mind was improved by Wy 
the reading of good books both in French and Italian. - 
« She died at Hanover among her qwn relations. They 


n. «© wanted to introduce a Calviniſt miniſter into her apartment; 
the © but ſhe ſaid to them, Let me die in peace, without dif. 


« puting.” Upon this occaſion one of the ladies of honour, 
whom ſhe was very fond of, was diſſolved in tears. Do 
« not cry for me, ſays ſhe, for I am going now to ſatisfy my 
« curioſity on the principles of things, which Leibnitz could 


hilo- WWF + not explain to me, on ſpace, infinity, on being, on nothing; 
- and I am preparing for the king my huſband the ſhew of 


« my funeral, where he will have another n to 
« diſplay his magnificence.”” 

Pollnitz ſays, that © M. de la Bergerie, the miniſter of As 
© French church, who aſſiſted her in her laſt moments, was ſq 


* ſurprized at her courage and calmneſs, that he was more at- 
© tentive to hear her than to exhort her. I have,” ſaid ſhe, 


ance, “ for twenty years ſeriouſly ſtudĩed my religion, and have read 
pol- , the books that treated of it with too much application to 


be in any doubt as to my principles. You cannot mention 

* any thing to me but what L have read, and what you can 
* ſay to me will certainly add nothing to my opinion.. 

She died at Hanover, on a viſit to her mother, the electreſi 
Wof Hanover, on the firſt of February, 1705, in the zyth year 
df her age. Her body was conveyed to Berlin, where it was 
nterred with great magnificence. This princeſs had formed 
ideas of government ſo equitable, and ſo extremely different 
am thoſe which prevailed in Pruſſia, that ſhe was often fiyled 
dy the Germans THz xzpPUBLICan Quaen. Her unamiable 


ety d fon, FaeDBRICK Wir IAN, of whom ſo much has been ſaid 0 
er ti both in the text and in the notes, ſeems to-have derived none - 

Sopiu for Si; ideas of government n 9 

on wil 

| Pius Vol. I, 5 H | gloria. 
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4M . arts, The reverſe repreſents the tity 
'D. © Konigſberg, over which is an eagle with ex. 
1749 © tended wings, and theſe words, Rex natura v. 
yn Ina few days after his acceſſion Frederick had 
55 written to M. Sunn, aſſuring him, that his 
change of title had made no alteration in his 
ſentiments, and that he earneſtly wiſhed him to 

quit his prefent ſituation at Peterſburgh, and to 

come and reſide with him. © I can now,” fays 

© tell you in a poſitive manner, that your 


of 


© being with me depends only on yourſelf, and 
© that I only wait to know your refolution, and 
© in what ſituation you will chooſe to be placed. 
© It will be a great conſolation, in the affliction 


© that I am under on account of the death of 


© my father, to find with me a friend that I love 
© andeſteem. Uſe your endeavours to engage on 


: oy behalf M. —_— the great a [2]; 


© and, 


* Letters, vol. III. p. 193. 


[Zz] LEONARD EIER was born at Baſil, on the wy 


April, 1707. His father, Paul Euler, who was a country 
clergyman, intended him for his own profeſſion, and himſel! 
initiated him in ſome branches of learning, particularly the 


mathematieks. He was afterwards ſent to the univerſity of 


Baſil, where he regularly attended che different profeſſor. 


As he had a prodigious memory, he performed his academical 


exerciſes with great rapidity ; and the time which he thereby 
gained was dedicated to geometry, which ſoon became his 


favourite ſtudy. The ardour, with which he applied himſelf 


to the mathematicks, and the progreſs that he made, excited 


the notice and attention of — John Bernovilli, who 


vas 
"8 
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© and, if you can, bring him with you. I will Cner. 


give him a penſion of a thouſand or twelve W. 


c hundred 1749. , 


| | , 3 
his at that time one of the firſt. mathematicians in Karope, and 
his of whom in a ſhort time he became the favourite pupil. But 


25 the occupations of Bernouilli would not admit of his giving 


ſo much of his time to his indefatigable pupil as Euler de- 
fired, he appointed one day in the week for removing the 


fays WW vificulties, which his diſciple had met with in peruſing the 
Four WY works of the moſt profound mathematicians. In 1723, M. 
and Euler took the degree of maſter of arts, and delivered on 


that occaſion a Latin diſcourſe, in which he drew a compariſon 
between the philoſophy of Newton and the Carteſian ſyſtem, 
which was received with great applauſe. At the defire of 
his father, he afterwards applied himſelf to the ſtudy of theo- 
logy, and the oriental languages. Though theſe ſtudies were 
not agreeable to his prevailing taſte, his ſucceſs was conſi - 
derable even in this line ; but, with his father's permiſſion, 
he returned again to geometry, as his principal object. 
He continued to avail himſelf of the counſels and inſtruc- 4 
tions of M. Bernouilli, and contracted an intimate friendſhip 
with his two ſons, Nicholas and Daniel. They were invited 
to the academy of ſciences at Peterſburgh in 1725 ; and by 
their recommendation he afterwards obtained an eſtabliſhment 
in it. In the mean time, he addicted himſelf cloſely to the 
ſtudy of phyſiology, to which he made a happy application 
of his mathematical knowledge. But this ſtudy did not 
wholly engroſs his time ; he applied his mind to other branches 
of natural ſcience ; and, in 1727, publiſhed a Di/ertation on 
the nature and propagation of ſound. He was ſoon after in- 
"ited to Peterſburgh, and made joint-profeſſor with his coun- 
trymen, Meſſ. Hermann and Daniel Bernouilli, in the univer- 
ity of that city. He ſpeedily enriched the academical col- _— 
lection with many Memoirs, which excited a noble emulation be: 
between him and Daniel Bernouilli ; and this emulation they 
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Crap. * hundred crowns ®,” The king alſo gave M. 


III. 


A. D. 


1740. 


enriched the Melange of the Pruffian academy with five me- 


. 


Suhm directions about the immediate payment 
of 


always continued, without either degenerating into a ſelf 
jealouſy, or producing the leaſt alteration in their friendſhip, 
It was at this time that he carried to new degrees of perfe. 
tion the integral calculus, invented the calculation of ſinuſſs, 
reduced analytical operations to a greater ſimplicity, and thus 
was enabled to throw new light on various branches of mathe. 
matical ſcience. 

In 1730, he was promoted to the profeſſorſhip of natur!] 
philoſophy ; and in 1733, he ſucceeded his friend Daniel her 
nouilli in the mathematical chair. In 1735, a problem wa 
propoſed by the academy, which required expedition, and 
for the ſolution of which ſeveral eminent mathematicians had 
required the ſpace of ſome months. The problem was ſolved 
by Euler in three days, to the great aſtoniſhment of the 
academy; but the violent and laborious efforts that it col 
him threw: him into a fever, which endangered his uſe, and 
deprived him of the uſe of his right eye. 

The academy of ſciences at Paris, which, in 1738, lad ad. 


judged the prize to his Memoir concerning the nature and yr 


ferties of fire, propoſed, for the year 1740, the important fub 
ject of the ſca- tidet, a problem the ſolution of which required 


the moſt arduous calculations, and comprehended the theory 


of the ſolar ſyſtem. Euler's diſcourſe on this queſtion wn 
judged a maſter- piece of analyſis and geometry ; and he ſhared 
the academical prize with thoſe great mathematicians Colin 
Maclaurin and Daniel Bernouilli. 

Soon after the acceſſion of Frederick the Third to the 
throne of Pruſſia, he accepted of the invitation that was made 
to him by that monarch, and repaired to Berlin, where Ie 


moirs, which make an eminent figure in that _— 


| un vol nr p- 114, 115. _ 
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of the debts, that he had contracted for him in Cn. 


Ruſſia, and of which mention has been made in 2 


the preceding chapter. | 


as 

Theſe were followed, with extraordinary rapidity, by many 

other important papers, which were publiſhed in the Memoirs 

of the Pruſſian academy, the firſt volume of which was 9 121 
in the year 1746. 


Theſe labours of Buter will excite the more teres if it 


be conſidered, that while he was enriching the academy of 
Berlin with a great number of valuable and important me- 
moirs, on the deepeſt parts of mathematical ſcience, he did 
not diſcontinue his philoſophical contributions to the academy 
of Peterſburgh, which granted him a penſion in 1742, and 
whoſe memoirs diſplay the aſtoniſhing fertility of Euler's 
genius. In 1747, he publiſhed a paper on the different diſ- 
perſion of the rays of light, as independent of their different 
refrangibility ; which gave riſe to an important improvement 
of Mr. Dolland's, in the eonſtruction of refracting teleſcopes, 
In the year 1766, he obtained, though not without great 
dificulty, permiſſion from the king of Pruffia to return to 
Peterſburgh, where he wiſhed to paſs the remainder of his 
days. 

Soon after his return, which was liberally rewarded by the 
munificence of Catharine II. he was ſeized with a violent diſ- 


order, which terminated in the total loſs of his fight. A ca- 


tarat, formed in his left eye, which had been greatly injured 


by a too ardent application to ſtully, entirely deprived him of - 


the uſe of that organ. In this diſtreſſing ſituation, he dictated 
to his ſervant, who had heen a taylor's apprentice, and was 
entirely deſtitute of mathematical knowledge, his Elements of 
Algebra. About this time he was honoured, by the academy 
of ſciences at Paris, with the place of one of the foreign 
members of that learned body ; and the academical prize was 
afterwards adjudged to three of his memoirs concerning the 


H = Inequalities 


1740. 
e 
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Canary. Tux letters, written by Frederick to M. Suhm, 
9 1 contained the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of regard and 
1740. | | affection 

— 


i... — W 4a 


' Inequalities in the motions of the Planets. The two prize quel. 

tions, propoſed by the ſame academy, for 1770 and 17), 
were deſigned to. obtain from the labours of aſtronomer; x 
more perfect Theory of the Moon. M. Euler, aſſiſted by his 
eldeſt ſon, was a competitor for theſe prizes, hepa obtained 
them both. 

Some time after this, the famous Wentzel, by ai the 
cataract, reſtored M. Euler's ſight ; but the ſatisfaction and joy 
that this ſucceſsful operation produced, were of ſhort duration, 

Some inſtances of negligence on the part of his ſurgeons, and 
his own impatience to uſe an organ, the cure of which wa 
not completely finiſhed, deprived him of his fight a ſecond 
time; and this relapſe was attended with extreme pain. Not- 
withſtanding this misfortune, he ſtill continued his labour, 
Neither the loſs of his ſight, nor the infirmities of advanced 
age, could damp the ardour of his genius. In 1773, he pub. 
liſhed, in two volumes, 4to. his Theorie complette de Ia con: 
Aruction et de la manæuvre des waiſſeaux. This work was in- 
mediately tranſlated into ſeveral languages, and the author 
received a preſent of fix thouſand livres from the French 
king. Three hundred pounds had before been given him by 
the parliament of England, for the theorems, by the afliſtance 
of which Meyer made his Lunar tables, 

On the 7th of September, 1783, M. Euler was playing 
with one of his grand-children at tea-time, when he was 
ſeized with an apoplectic fit, which carried him off in a few 
hours, in the ſeventy-ſeventh year of his age. His works 
are very numerous, and he left behind him a great number 
of manuſcripts on mathematical and phyfical ſubjects, many 
of which have been ſince publiſhed in the academical memoin 
of Peterſburgh. He had an extraordinary memory, and 
could repeat the ZEneid of Virgil, from the beginning to the Wi * 
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affection for him; which ſeem to have EI Cnap, 


ſincerely returned on the part of M. Suhm, 


III. 
A. D. 


though his letters were too much tinctured with 174. 
Aattery. He appears, indeed, almoſt to oy 


adored the prince, and to have placed all his 


hopes of happineſs on his acceſſion to the throne, 
and on entering into his ſervice. He obtained 
leave to quit his ſtation at Peterſburgh, and alſo 
an honourable diſmiſhon from his own court, 
and ſet out on his journey to the court of his 


* , . 


end, without heſitation, and indicate the firſt and the laſt line 
of every page of the edition he dſed. He had great vivacity - 


and chearfulneſs of temper, and a high degree of integrity 


and humanity; to which were added, a ſincere and rational 


piety, and a firm faith in the great truths of Chriſtianity. 
He was twice married, and had thirteen children, four of 
whom only ſurvived him ; but from theſe children he had 
thirty-eight grand-children, twenty-ſix of whom were alive 

in 1784. M. Nicholas Fuſs, who had been one of his pupils, 
fays, It was a moſt pleaſing and affecting ſpectacle to ſee 
* the venerable old man, ſitting like a patriarch in the midſt 
of his numerous family, all zealous in rendering the evening 
* of his life ſerene and agreeable, by every tender office, 


and mark of attention, that the warmeſt filial affection could 


c ſuggeſt. Of his three ſons, the eldeſt, M. I. A. Euler, 
became very eminent as a mathematician, and ſucceeded his 
father in the univerſity of Peterſburgh; the ſecond. became 
payſician to the empreſs of Ruſſia ; and the third entered into 
the army, where he obtained conſiderable preferment, and 
alſo diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his aſtrpnomical obſervativns. 
Vid. Eloge de M. Leonard Euler, par N. Fuſi, edit. to, 
Berlin, 1784, and Monthly Review, vol. LXXIII. P- 496— 


$03. 


H 4 favourite 


® 


| (+) Ul MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, | 


Cu. favourite prince. His health had for ſome tim 
4 not been in a favourable ſtate, and his 
* 194% made him worſe; and, before he could reach 
| tee Pruſſian dominions, death put an end to all 
25 his flattering expectations. He died at Warky, | 
from whence he wrote a very pathetic letter tg 
the king, in which he recommended to his care 
His ſiſter and his children, and for whom Frede. 
rick made a liberal proviſion. | 
Soo after his acceſſion, Frederick alſo wrott 
to Vol TAIRE, RoLiin, and MaveerTvrs; and i 
he carneſtly requeſted the latter to come to Ber. Wi 
lin, in order to aſſiſt in the eſtabliſhment of + WW 
new academy of ſciences in that city, He like. Wi 
wiſe wrote to ALGAROTTI, who, as I have 
before obſerved, had been introduced to him at 
Rheinſberg before his acceſſion, and for whon Wh 
he had conceived a great eſteem, ſoliciting hin Wi 
in very ſtrong terms to come to Berlin, Al. 
garotti accepted his invitation; and ſhortly aſter 
his arrival was appointed chamberlain to the | 
\ * - king, and knight of the order of merit, with the 
title of privy-counſellor of war. Theſe honoun Wi 
were alſo accompanied with ſome complimentary 
verſes, which the king addreſſed to Algarotti on 
this occaſion ®, He likewiſe wrote to Wort, 


© a wil took. 


« Life of Count Algarotti, prefixed to the ſecond editio 
of the Engliſh tranſlation of his Letters Military and Politica, 
p- 7, 8. 
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derick himſelf wrote to that prince to obtain his 
permiſſion. Wolfius LA] then quitted Sweden, 
| | and 


[a] CarisTIan Worrrus, or BS was the fon of 2 
tradeſman of Breſlaw, the capital of $ileſia, where he was 
born on the 24th of January, in the year 1679. He gave 
very early indications of an extraordinary capacity, and of a 


ſtrong propenſity to learning. His father, though engaged 
in trade, was not untinctured with literature; and from him 


ceived his firſt inſtructions in the Latin language. As he was 
Wintended by his father for the church, when he was about 
ight years of age, he was ſent to the Gymnaſium, or college, 
at Breſlaw ; where, under excellent maſters, he made a great 


hom WKWprogreſs, not only in languages, but in the ſciences. From 
him ie divinity-leRures of Dr. Newman, of Breſlaw, he firſt came 
A to ſee the imperſections of the ſchool philoſophy, and to 


form the deſign of one day improving philoſophy, and ren- 
dering it more uſeful. He not only attended the divinity- 
lectures of Dr. Newman, but alſo peruſed, with great care, 
he theological ſyſtems of ſeveral Lutheran divines, as well 
Ws of Calviniſts and Roman Catholics. But theſe ſtudies did 
not prevent him from applying himſelf in ſome degree to the 
mathematics; though he had no opportunity of making any 


the globes, and drawing geometrical figures, was taught 
there. By dint of cloſe application, however, he made him- 


nowledge of geometry. 
In 1699, he went to the a of Jena, where he ſtudied 


berger. 


he imbibed the principles of piety and virtue, and alſo re- 


"at progreſs therein at Breſlaw, as nothing but the uſe of 
elf maſter of arithmetic and algebra, and acquired ſome 


mathematics and natural philoſophy under profeſſor Ham- - 


105 


foliciring him to come and ſettle in his domi- Sgr. 
nions; and as Wolfius was now in Sweden, and 4. B. 
under obligations to the Swediſh monarch, Fre- 2749. 


105 MEMOIRS or FREDERICK, 
ger, and repaired to Halle, where he was very horioir: 


* ably received, being firſt made vice-chancellor 
1740. 

2 1 

berger. He alſo applied himſelf to juriſprudence and divi. 

nity. In 1702, he went to Leipſic, in order to take there 

his degree in philoſophy ; but he afterwards returned again 

to Jena, and applied himſelf to the ſtudy of aſtronomy. He 

alſo peruſed with great care Barrow's Geometrical LeQures, 

and Nieuwentyt's Analyſis Infinitorum, and Elements of Al. 

gebra ; and made a great progreſs in the mathematical ſciences, 

With a view to teach the mathematics he now repaired to 
Leipſic ; and in order to obtain the privilege of reading lec- 
tures there, he defended a diſſertation, which he had drawn 

vp at Jena, entitled, De Philofophia practica uni verſali, method 
mathematica conſcripta. This was his firſt public attempt, but 
ſo excellent in its kind, that it obtained him great applauſe; 
and Otto Menkenius was ſo well pleaſed with it, that he took 
Wolfius as an aſſiſtant in publiſhing the Ad Eruditorum. As 
foon as he had obtained the privilege of holding public lec- 
tures, he immediately began to teach the mathematics ; nor 
did he neglect the other ſciences. He explained natural phi- 
loſophy out of Sturmius, and took great pains in teaching 
logic and metaphyſics in a better way than had been uſually 
done : but his manner of teaching was in an;; 
from Deſcartes. 

In 1706, he was invited to the mathematical chair at Halle; 
he accepted the invitation; and taught the mathematics there 
for many years with general applauſe. In og, he publiſhed; | 

in Latin, his Azrometria, a performance which procured lim 
the honour of being elected a fellow of the royal ſociety of 
London. The royal academy of Berlin ſoon after followed the 
example, thinking it diſhonourable to them, that foreigners | 

| ſhould take notice of a man, whom they had themſelves 
neglected. About this time he publiſhed his German Elements 
af the Mathematics, in four volumes, 8vo. and alſo his uy 


THE THIRD KING QF PRUSSIA. r07 


and afterwards chancellor of the univerſity. He Cr. 
was alſo made a privy counſellor, and profeſſor Fr I 
of the law of nature and nations. 1740. 


Tux oY 


Irs 


. 5 


2 


of ſines and tangents. In 1712, he publiſhed his Logic, | 
« or Rational Thoughts on the powers of the Human Under- 
« ſanding, with their uſe and application in the knowledge 
and ſearch of Truth.“ This was well received, and paſſed 
through many editions, An Engliſh tranſlation was publiſhed 
of it, in 1770, by Mr. Alexander Macbean. Hig Logic yas 
followed by his Latin Mathematical | Elements, 1 in two volumes, 
4to. and he ſoon after printed his Lexicon Mathematicum. In 
1718, he publiſhed a treatiſe on the true cauſe of the wonder- 
ful multiplication of corn; and the following year his © Me- 
' taphyfics, or rational thoughts on God, the world, the ſoul 
of man, &c.” 

In 1721, he publiſhed his Civil Philoſophy, or Politicks ; 
and the ſame year he pronounced, in the univerſity, a Latin 
diſcourſe on the morality of the Chineſe, and their great 
philoſopher Confucius. After beſtowing many encomiums on 
the Chineſe moral philoſophy, he endeavoured to ſhew ho 
ſimilar its principles were to doctrines that he had himſelf 
advanced. This diſcourſe gave { ſo much offence to the theo- 
logical faculty at Halle, that a great clamour was raiſed 
2gainſt him, his other works were formally examined, and a 
charge was exhibited againſt him at Berlin, of maintaining 
dangerous and heretical o pinions. One article of accuſation 
was, that he had aſſerted, that God, by one eternal and wiſe 
decree, had pre-ordained, and pre-determined all things. 
Dr. Lange wrote againſt him, and charged him with teaching | 
a blind fatality, Frederick William himſelf was at length 
ſo incenſed againſt him, that on the 8th of November, 1723, 
an order was ſent to the univerſity to ſtrip Wolſius of all his 
honours and employments, and to command him, i in forty- 
eight hours, to quit the king of Pruſſia's dominions, under 


pain 


Ss AE. 


RH 


F DSA LER FEET ESD 


ros | 


very few of his friends, and leaving behind him his wife 


Heſſe, to which a conſiderable penſion was annexed. Here 


to accept of an eſtabliſhment in Ruſſia ; and, though he de- 


demy of ſciences at Peterſburgh, with a yearly appointment 
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en AF. Tur acceſſion of Frederick was celebrated by 
As. . in an n n epiſtle, which he 
| 1740. | addreſſed 


pain of being hanged. He left Halle in about twelve hours 
after the orders for his expulſion arrived, taking leave but of 


big with child, and an only ſon, about a year old. He fe. 
tired to Merſeburg, in the territory of Saxony ; and from 
thence removed to Caſſel; after which he obtained the pro- 
feſſorſhip of mathematics and philoſophy, in the univerſity of 
Marpurg, with the title of counſellor to the landgrave of 


he re- aſſumed his labours with redoubled ardour, and here he 
publiſhed many of his pieces. 

His lectures at Marpurg were attended by 1 a great reſort 
of ſtudents from all parts of Germany, from Switzerland, 
Holland, Denmark, and Sweden. He was ſtrongly invited 


Clined it, he was declared an honorary profeſſor of the aca- 


of three hundred dollars, which he enjoyed during life. In 
the mean time Frederick William, whoſe prejudices againſ 
him were removed, preſſed him to return again into the 
Pruſſian dominions; ; but this he declined, till the acceſſion of 
Frederick III. when he was re · inſtated at the univerſity of 
Halle, with additional honours. In 1745 the elector of 
Bavaria, then adminiſtrator of the empire, raiſed Wolkus ta 
the dignity of a baron. He died at Halle, of the gout in 
his ſtomach, on the gth of April, 1754, in the ſeventy-foxth 
year of his age, after having compoſed in Latin and German 
more than ſixty diſtin pieces. Wolfius was married, in 
1716, to a young lady of Halle, by whom he had two ſom, 
one of whom ſurvived him, and became baron Wolkfus. 
Wor r1vs poſſeſſed conſiderable talents, arid was the author 


vo many « elaborate works ; 3 but ys abilities, and the merit of 
his 
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truth reigned. Already, he faid, from the vir- 
tues of Frederick, the neighbouring pritices were 
all his allies ; while his ſubjects were his chil- 
dren, and every honeſt man his brother. Fre- 
deric k, he added, was a hero in every thing, be- 
cauſe in every thing he was juſt; and becauſe 
he was ſenſible, that he would deſerve the title 
of hero, in the eyes of wiſe men, more by his 
acts of beneficence, than by his warlike exploits. 
As on the preſent occaſion Voltaire appeared in 
the character of a poet, he indulged himſelf a 


„ Oy 8. 5 © 


AzouT this time the king of Pruſſia viſited 
ſeveral parts of his dominions, and received the 
homage of his ſubjects. He then had a deſire 
to view the frontiers and troops of France; and 
accordingly went incagnito to Straſburgh, accom- 
panied by his brother, the prince-royal, and by 


2.83 nb = TT a. r 


lis productions, were much oyer-rated by a of the Ger- 
man writers. It appears, that Wolfius thought very highly 
of his own works, and expreſſed that opinion ſome what 


8 S. 2. 


lice to the third edition of his Logic, he ſays, I have 
* aways reckoned, that what this little book contains, is: 
* * among the beſt things I know; and in that treatiſe he alſo 

ſays, that © by his Experimental Eſſays in Philoſophy, he had 
hor WW paved the way to a ſolid knowledge of nature and art. 


& B & = 


his 1 Al- 


addreſſed to him; and in which he obſerved, Can 
that philoſophy had nothing now to fear, be- AD, 
cauſe that Socrates was upon the throne, and 1740, 


little in the poetical licence of dealing in fiction. 
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freely. He frequently refers to his own pieces, In the pre- | 
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Algarotti. He aſſumed the title of count du 
Four, a nobleman of Bohemia, and his bro. 
ther had alſo his —_— title; but Algarotti 
went by his real name . They travelled in two 
coaches, and had but few attendants ; but among 
theſe was Frederſtorf, the king's firſt valet de 
chambre. When they came to Kehl, the land- 


lord informed Frederſtorf, that count Four would 


have occaſion for a paſſport, after he had croſſed 
the bridge over the Rhine. Frederſtorf drey 
one up, and the king ſigned it, and ſealed it with 
the Pruffian arms, which he had upon his ſeal. 
The landlord, whoſe curioſity had led him to 
watch his gueſts, ſaw what was done from an 
adjoining cloſet ; and when Frederſtorf came out 
of the room in which the king was, he ſaid to 
him, © Count Four is the King of Pruſſia, Sir; 
I ſaw him ſign his name.“ Frederſtorf ac- 
knowledged to the landlord that he was right in 
his conjecture, and bribed him to 1 the 
ſecret *. 

Wurx they came to Straſburgh, the king and 
his brother put up at different inns, that they 
might be leſs liable to ſuſpicion ; and they pro- 
vided themſelves with French dreſſes. Towards 
evening the king went to the coffee-honſe, where 
he ſoon became acquainted with ſeveral officers, 


© Memoirs of Voltaire, p. 36. en Bielfeld, 
vol. III. p 229, 230. | 


who 
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he invited to ſup with him at his inn. They 


readily accepted his invitation; ſaying to each 1740. 
other, Come, let us go and ſee what this Bohe. 


mian count is made of. Frederick could at 
il times, when he pleaſed, render himſelf a very 
agreeable companion; and his new acquaint- 
ances remarked, that he had a great deal of wit 
for a German, and that he ſpoke very good 
French. As he had given them an excellent 


ſupper, the officers had ſo much regard for their- 


new friend, that they went again the next morn- 
ing to drink chocolate with him; and one of 
them invited the king to ſup with him in the 
evening, but this he found means to decline. 
After dinner he went on the parade, and there 
he is ſaid to have been known by a ſoldier of the 
nrriſon, who had formerly ſerved in the Pruſſian 


amy, and who communicated the intelligence 


of the king's arrival to the governor of Straſ- 


burgh. Frederick viſited the governor under 
his aſſumed title; but the governor gave him to. 


underſtand that he Knew him, at which the king 
was diſguſted. Heafterwards went to the French 
comedy, and then returned to ſup at his inn. 
On the morning of the third day after his arrival, 
it was rumoured throughout the town, that the 
king of Pruſſia was at Straſburgh. A taylor, 
Who had been employed to make him a ſuit of 
doaths, refuſed to take any thing in payment; 

, | telling 


776 
ho appeared to be agreeable men, and whom Car. 


III. 
A. D. 
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Caar. telling Frederſtorf, that he was ſatisfied with 
| 7 having had the honour to work for ſo great a 
1740 monarch. A handſome preſent was, however, 


given him; and he was enjoined ſilence. The 
fame day the: king ſaw the citadel, and all the 
curioſities of Straſburgh: but in the evening 


| bonfires were lighted in different parts of the 


city, and the people cried out in ſeveral places, 


»Long live the king of Pruſſia.“ The theatre 


was alfa crowded: with ſpectators, ha hoped 
that the king would have appeared again at the 
comedy; but they were diſappointed “. 

Tux original deſign of Frederick was, to haye 
proceeded from Straſburgh to Paris; but finding 
himſelf thus. diſcovered, he changed his inten- 
tions, and ſet off carly the next morning for 
Weſel. He wrote a letter to Voltaire, partly in 
proſe, and partly in verſe, containing a facetious 
account of his journey to. Straſburgh ; and in 


| Which he took ſome notice of the knavery af 


inn-keepers, and the great expences of bi 
journey. Voltaire afterwards remarked, that i 
appeared from this letter, that Frederick's phi- 


| loſophy © did not look with total indifference on 


the metal, of which his father had made ved 
© ample proviſion ©.” 

Vol ralkE was at this time at Bruſſels ; and 
the king of Pruſſia AC IE him o hore an 


6 Memoirs, P- 40 
Interview 


* Bielfeld, wo. III. p. 232. 
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interview with him at the Chateau de Meuſe, Cnay. 
two leagues from Cleves. Thither Voltaire 2 
accordingly repaired ; but found his majeſty, * 1740. 


who had been ſeized with an ague, ill in bed. 


©] made my bow,” ſays he, and began my 


© acquaintance by feeling his pulſe, as if I had 
© been his firſt phyſician o. Frederick had ſent 
to him the manuſcript, that he might cauſe it 
to be printed, of his refutation of the principles 
of Machiavel. In alluſion to this, Voltaire faid 
to him, at their firſt interview, Sire, had I 
been Machiavel, and been permitted to have 

* acceſs to a young king, my firſt advice to him 
' would have been, to anſwer my works *.“ 

IT ſoon, indeed, appeared, that the principles 
of the king of Pruſſia were not totally incon- 


fiſtent with thoſe of Machiavel. At the very 
'time that Voltaire had his firſt ihterview with 


him, Frederick was engaged in an enterprize 
againſt the prince-biſhop of Liege, which he 
conducted in ſuch a manner, as proved him to 
be more influenced by maxims of policy than 
by thoſe of juſtice. He was at this time attended 


at the chateau de Meuſe by Mon. Rambonet, 
miniſter of ſtate, and privy counſellor, and by | 
the Dutch ambaſſagor ; and alſo by Maupertuis 


% Memoirs, p. 42. „ Hiſtorical Memoirs of the 
Author of the Henriade, 8vo. Lond. 1777. p. 30. 
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114 ._ _ MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, ” 
cur. and Algarotti a]. After Voltaire had been in- 


III 


A. 5 troduced to him, when his ague fit was over, 


1740. 


Frederick 


Lö] Fraxcis ALGAROTTI was born at Venice in the 
year 1712, and deſcended from an opulent and antient patri. 
cian family, From his earlieſt youth he diſcovered a ſtrong 
propenſity to literature ; and being a younger brother, and 
poſſeſſed though of a ſmall, yet independent fortune, he had 
the means of indulging his inclination. With this view his 
father ſent him to Rome ; where, in the Nazarene college, he 
laid the foundation of his ſtudies, and completed them after. 
wards at Venice and Bologna. He had made a great progref 
in the Latin and Greek languages, after which he endeavoured 
to make himſelf a maſter of the Engliſh and the French, and 
then applied himſelf to mathematics and natural philoſophy, 
Having a taſte for painting, he alſo thought ſome knowledge 
of the conſtruction of the human body requiſite ; and, there- 
fore, employed a part of his time in anatomical inquiries, 
He attended the anatomical diſſections of Caldoni, and drey 
up a treatiſe of anatomy for his own uſe, in order to render 
his knowledge of that ſcience the more accurate. He then 
proceeded to the ſtudy of hiſtory, mythology, criticiſm, and 
the belles lettres. Having completed his ſtudies, he travelled 
over the different parts of Italy, and then paſſed throug) 
Switzerland, Germany, France, England, and Ruſſia, viſiting 
the principal courts of Europe. His rank, learning, agree- 
able temper, and accompliſhed manners, every where procured 
him a favourable reception; and he contracted many friend- 
| ſhips in the different countries through which he paſſed. 
His Congreſs of Cythera, which is a kind of elegant ſatire 
on the peculiar modes, ſentiments, and habits of the Engliſh, 
French, and Italians, in affairs of love and gallantry, ws 


publiſhed in Italian about the year 1744. 
ecived, and paſſed through ſeveral editions. 


5 


It was well re⸗ 
Voltaire, in one 
of his letters to the count, expreſſes himſelf thus concerning 


this 


| Fr 
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| Frederick roſe, and ſupped with Voltaire, Mau- onen 


pertuis, Algarotti, and the Dutch ambaſſador. 2%. 


© At 1740. 
| — 
this piece: I have read; and re- read, and ſhall read again, 

your Congreſs ; which the graces themſelves have dictated, 

„and which you have written with a feather drawn from the 
« wings of love.” He alfo publiſhed dialogues on the New- 
tonian Doctrine of Light and Colours, which was tranſlated 
into many languages; and an Eſſay on Rhime, and on the 
necefity of writing in our native language. 

In the courſe of his travels, Algarotti took a ſingular ow | 
fure in collecting whatever rarities he could meet with, in 
the different places through which' he paſſed ; among which 
may be reckoned the priſms uſed by Sir Iſaac Newton in his 
experiments. That great man's niece made him a preſent of 
them; and they are ſtill preſerved, as a moſt valuable relick, 
in the Algarotti family. Much of Algarotti's life was ſpent 
in travelling ; but after the acceſſion of Frederick III. to the 
throne of Pruſſia, he reſided ſome years chiefly at that court; 
and he was created a count by the king of Pruſſia. In his 
youth he had enjoyed a tolerable ſtate of health; but too cloſe 
at application to his ſtudies, the fatigues of travel, and 
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change of climate, by degrees undertnined a conſtitution that g 
v, naturally delicate. Towards the cloſe of his life he be- ) 
ame extremely ſubje& to nervous diſorders, and hypochon- a 
be. Lic! complaints; which obliged him to leave Germany, 1 
red WY ad to ſeek for an alleviation of his infirmities in the milder 58 
nd- ar of his native country. 'This, however, did not prevent KY 

tim from falling gradually into a conſumption, which carried F 
tire tim off, in 1764, at Piſa, when he had juſt completed his 1 
n, WY ffy-fecond year. He had borne the encroachments of this 3 
ws WY tetious diſorder with the moſt philoſophical reſolution ; and 38 
re- n the very day of his death, he had paſſed the morning in a 7 
one converſation on painting and architecture; in the afternoon, | 2 
ing | ad part of a new edition of his works, Ges prides "_ 
gu I 2 read 4M 
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116 | -  MEMOTRS or FREDERTCE, 


Cur. At Tupper, ſays Voltaire, we treated moſt pro. 


_= © foundly on the immortality of the ſoul, natur 
1740. „ 10 liberty, 

— 

'| read over to him; and in the evening he was entertained by 

U 242ẽ concert of vocal and inſtrumental muſic in his apartment, 

, le may, therefore, it has been remarked, truly be faid © 

have died in the arms of the muſes. He bequeathed, by hi 

3 | will, a capital painting to the king of Pruflia, two painting, 

| and a ring of great value to Mr. Pitt, for whom he had 

5 | | high reſpect, with other legacies to many of his friends. 4 

1 very ſuperb monument was erected to his memory, in de 

| cathedral of Piſa, at the expence of the king of Pruflia; and 
which is ornamented with a fine emblematical painting by 
Bianconi. On the painting is the following / inſcription 
'Algarotto, Ovidii emule, Neutonti diſcipulo, Fredericus Maga 
and on the ſtone, Algarottus, non omnis; which the egum hal 
particularly defired to be engraven upon his tomb. 

Count Algarotti was a man of very amiable diſpoſition a 
manners, of many accompliſhments, and an ingenious, elegant 
and pleaſing writer. Beſides the pieces already mentioned, 
he alſo wrote letters to lord Hervey and the PRES 

1 Maffei, containing an account of the ſtate of the trade, marine 

* revenues, and forces of the Ruſſian empire, of which n 

Engliſh tranſlation was publiſhed, in two {mall volumes, i 

{ 1769. An Engliſh tranſlation was alſo publiſhed of ſome ii 

genious letters of his, in one volume, 8vo. in 1752, unde 

the title of © Letters military and political.” The original 

| of theſe, as of all his other works, arg in Italian. His Eſly 

3 | on the Opera, written with a view to reform it, was de- 

>. cated to Mr. Pitt, His Eſſay on Painting, which: was pid 

4 iſhed in 1763, was dedicated to the — ſociety for p 

moting arts, manufactures, and commerce, of which he vs 

a member, as he was alſo of the Royal and Antjquarit 

Societies. The fame year he publiſhed, at Leghorn, _ 
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WW - liberty, and the Androgynes of Plato. While Chat. 
e ü were thus philoſophizing upon freedom, * * 


bj 
. 


„Liege, at the gates of which he arrived the 
' next day, where he proclaimed, with ſound of 
' trumpet,; the name of the king bis maſter, 
' while two thouſand ſoldiers from Weſel were 


— 
— 
— 


. lying the city of Liege under contribution 6.55 
: "Tus, 
nd BY cation to Mr. Thomas Hollis, containing om very l ta- 
on ums on the Engliſh nation. Algarotti had a great 
„ friendſhip for Mr. Hollis, and much efteem for him, on ac- 
u; WY count of his ardent attachment to liberty, literature, and 
de arts. The count ' alſo wrote the Life of Pallavicini, 
Thoughts on various ſubje&s philological ind philoſophical," 
nd WY ferentern epiſtles in verſe, after the manner of Horace, ſome 
ut, WW Anzcreontic odes and ſonnets, and other pieces. A compleat 
ed, edition of his works eee 14's r 
IP l12m0, 
Ine, Of all the a that count Algarotti viſited, 
ug there was none he had ſo ftrong an attachment to as London. 
„kee he reſided for a confiderable time, and made himſelf 
ell acquainted with the Engliſh manners, and form of govern- 
nder e nent. It has been ſaid of him, that he was a ſtrenuous ad- 
u nicer of Engliſh liberty; and that though an Italian by 


u kis ſoul, and a Whig in principle. Vid. che Preface to the 
Lagliſh tranſlation of his Letters military and political.“ 
le] Voltaire, very little to his own honour, informs us, 


«cation, © The pretext, ſays he, for this fine expedition 


FAA 


birth, and by education a Catholic, yet he was an Engliſhman . 


that he drew up a manifeſto- himſelf for Frederick on this 


* certain rights, which his majeſty pretended to have 
wer a part of the ſuburbs. It was to me he committed the 
13 tat 


the privy counſellor, Rambonet, was mounted 1740. 
« ypon a poſt- horſe, and riding all night towards ä 
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Tuis attack againſt the city of Liege, wa; 
Fran a claim which the king of Pruſſia 


* . 


— taſk N up the, 1 which I performed as 


« well as the nature of the caſe would let me ; never ſulped. 
ing that a king, with whom I ſupped, and who called me 


i his friend, could poſlibly be in the wrong. The affair was 
ſoon brought to a concluſion, by the payment of a million 


of livres, which he exacted in good hard ducats, and which 
© ſerved to defray the expences of his tour to Straſburgh, 


concerning which he complained ſo loudly in his poetic 


« proſe epiſtle. Memoirs, p. 44. 

Voltaire alſo ſays, that he ane the Mug dit iihab 
Kh his Anti-Machiavel at the preſent criſis. * I repreſented 
© to him,” ſays he, that perhaps it was not altogether pru- 
dent to print his book, juſt at the time that the world migh 
« reproach him with having violated the principles he taught; 


and he permitted me to ſtop the impreſſion. I accordingly 
took a journey into Holland, purpoſely to do him-this 


© trifling ſervice; but the bookſeller demanded ſo much 
money, that his majeſty, who was not, in the bottom of 
© his heart, vexed to ſee himſelf in print, was better pleaſed 
to be ſo for nothing, than to pay for not being ſo.— | 
could not avoid feeling ſome remorſe, at being concerned 
in printing this Antz-Machiavelian book, at the very mo- 
ment that the king of Pruſſia, who had a hundred millions 


in his coffers, was robbing the poor people at Liege of 


* another, by the hands of the privy counſellor Rambonet. 
Bid. p. 47, 4. aL 
The king of Pruffia's * was printed under the following 
title: L' Anti Machiavel ; ou Examen du Prince de Machi- 
* avel, avec des notes hiſtorzques et politiques. It was it 
printed at London, i in one volume, 8vo. in 1741. It was allo 
reprinted among the © Oeuvres Primitives de Frederick I. 
© Roi de Pruſſe, ou Collection des Ouvrages qu'il 1 * 
c * dant ſon regne. $ 8yo. Amſt. * 1 had 
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had ſet up, of two diſtricts in the poſſeſſion of Cnax. 

the biſhop of Liege, called Herſtal and Hermal. 4 5. 

One of theſe diſtricts includes the ſuburbs of 1740. 

the city of Liege itſelf. Frederick ſent a com 

miſſary to demand the homage of the inhabitants 

but they refuſed him admiſſion, and would not 

take the oath of fidelity, declaring, that they 

acknowledged no ſovereign but the biſhop. 

Bielfeld ſays alſo, that the biſhop arreſted colonel 

Kreytzen, whom the king had ſent to him as 

his envoy. However that be, it appears, that 

Frederick ſent a letter to the biſhop, in which 

he complained of the violation of his right, and 

the contempt of his authority, charged the pre- 

late with countenancing the late act of diſobe- 

dience, and demanded a categorical anſwer in 

two days. In three days an anſwer was returned, 

in which the biſhop obſerved, that his right of 

ſovereignty in the two lordſhips was founded 

upon a grant of the emperor Charles V. which 

had been guarantied by France and Spain. He 

alſo alleged, that his predeceſſors had enjoyed 

this grant above a century ; that he had ſupported 

his rights without the leaſt deſign of prejudicing 

thoſe of Pruſſia ; but, in order to terminate all 

diſputes, declared, that the ſtates of Liege having 

formerly agreed to purchaſe his Pruſſian majeſty's 

claim upon Herſtal for one hundred thouſand 

crowns, and to pay four per cent. intereſt till the 

principal was diſcharged, he was ready to per- 
„ form 
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MEMOTRS or FREDERICK, 


form that agreement under a proper guaranty ® 
But Frederick was not ſatisfied with this props. 


1940. ſition, nor with the contribution which he had 
＋◻œ◻œCP levied on the inhabitants of Liege. He would 


not ſuffer his claim to be ſubjected to any alter. 
cations ;- but having publiſhed a manifeſto, in 

which he charged the biſhop with violenceandin. 
Juſtice, and remarked, that the feudal laws allowed 
every man, whoſe poſſeſſion was with-held from 


him, to enter it with an armed force, he imme. 
diately diſpatched a body of troops inta the con- 


teſted diſtricts, where they lived without con- 
* troul, exerciſing every kind of military ty. 
* ranny [Dd], till the cries of the inhabitants 
* forced the biſhop to . them to the 


8 Memoirs of Frederick m. Kin of Pruſſia, gro. ** 
1788. p. 26. 
lo] One account ſays, that on the 13th of Auguſt, 1740, 


© two thouſand Pruſſian grenadiers and dragoons entered the 


«* barony of Herſtal, where they live at diſcretion.” In 
another account it is ſaid, that his Pruffian majeſty cauſed 
his manifeſto againſt the biſhop to be publiſhed at Weſel 
on the 1oth of Auguſt; which manifeſto was on the 
* 13th followed by two thouſand Pruſſian grenadiers and 
* dragoons, who entered the barony of Herſtal at Maſeyck, 
where they are to live at diſcretion, till the biſhop of Liege 
* agrees to do juſtice to his Pruſſian majeſty. That is, till 
he gave up the territories in conteſt. Bielfeld ſays, © His 
* majeſty has ordered ſome companies of grenadiers into that 
* biſhopric, where they live at diſcretion.” 2 vol. III. 
P- 233. 


« quiet 


E K ©® Mc - Fr. > - n 


been guilty of no crime, but that of avowing 


F 


THE THIRD KING or FOIL. 


quiet government of Pruſſia o. AY appears, Cuar. 
however, that Frederick afterwards gave up his on. 
claim to the ſovereignty of the diflridts in queſ- 1740. 


tion, on the biſhop. of Liege conſenting to pay 
him the ſum of one hundred and fifty thoufand 
crowns. | 

As the biſhops of Liege had been in poſſeſlon 


of the conteſted diſtricts more than a century, 


and as Frederick William, the late king of 
Pruſſia, though maſter of a conſiderable army, 
had not, any more than his predeceſſors, adopted 
any vigorous meaſures to gain poſſeſſion of them, 
it is not probable, that the claim of Frederick 
the Third was very well founded. At all events, 


his conduct on this occaſion was violent and 
unjuit, The inhabitants of theſe diſtricts had 


their allegiance to the prince whom they had 
been accuſtomed to obey, and whom they appear 


to have conſidered as their lawful ſovereign. 
When Frederick, therefore, ſent his troops. to 
live upon the inhabitants of thoſe diſtricts at 


diſcretion, he committed an act of tyranny and 
cruelty, which nothing in the circumſtances of 
the caſe could juſtify, His conduct, in the whole 


tranſaction, might be well adapted to give an 


advantageous idea of the celerity of his motions; 


but was ill calculated to give any favourable im- 


preſſions of his juſtice or humanity, _ 
© Johnſon's Memoirs of the King of Pruſſia, p. 106. 
| CHAP. 
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o 


CHAP: Iv: 


| Retroſpeftive view of the gradual increaſe in power 


of the princes of the houſe, of Brandenburgh,—. 
he death of the emperor Charles VI. Several 
. princes of Europe endeavour to deprive his 
_ daughter, Maria T, bereſa, of the ſucceſſion to the 
. hereditary dominions of the houſe of Auſtria, 
_ which had been guarantied to her by the Pra. 
- matic Sanction.— Tbe king of Pruſſia enters Silefu 
at the head of a large body of troops, and 19 57 
claim to that province. 


oer E W power of the houſe of Brandenburgh 


_ 


had been gradually augmented, from the 
time of the margrave Albert, who died in 1568, 


= to the acceſſion of Frederick III. The duchy 


of Pruſſia had been in poſſeſſion of the knights 
and grand maſter of the Teutonic order; but 
they held it as vaſſals of Poland ; and the mar- 
grave Albert, having procured himſelf to be 
elected grand maſter of that order, found means, 
after he had abjured the Romiſn religion, by 
betraying the intereſts of the knights with whom 
he was connected, to get himſelf made duke of 
that part of Pruſſia; which he was to hold as 2 
fief of Poland. His ſon, Frederick Albert, 
* received the inveſtiture from Sigiſ- 

mund 
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al Auguſtus, king of Poland. The ſuc- Cnar, 
ceeding princes of the houſe of Brandenburgh FI 
continued to hold the duchy of Pruſſia as a fief 174%. 
of Poland; and in 1641, Frederick William, 
ſurnamed the Great Elector, received in perſon 
the inveſtiture of Pruſſia from the hands of 
Ladiſlaus, king of Poland, and engaged to pay 
an annual tribute of 120,000 florins to that re- 
public. But afterwards, by taking advantage of 
the troubles of Poland, he procured the duchy 
of Pruſſia to be exected into an independent 
ſovereignty. New territories were alſo after- 
wards added to it; beſides which were acquired 
the duchy of Cleves, the counties of Marck and 
Ravenſberg, the biſhoprics of Minden and 
Camin, and the eaſtern part of Pomerania, which 
was obtained by the treaty of Weſtphalia. More 
than half of Swediſh Pomerania was afterwards 
acquired by the houſe of Brandenburgh ; and in 
1701, Ducal Pruſſia was erected into a kingdom. 
And as the electors of Brandenburgh had greatly 
extended their dominions, ſo they had alſo 
augmented their power in thoſe dominions, and 
exerciſed a degree of arbitrary ſway which was 
unknown to their anceſtors [xz]. They had gra- 

| | dually, 
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o Memoirs of the Houſe of Brandenburgh, vol. I. p. 48, 49. 
[z] Voltaire remarks, that Turkey itſelf is a republic, 
vhen compared to the deſpotiſm exerciſed in Pruſſia by Fre- : 


eck William; and it is certain, that the power of the 
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MEMOTRS or FREDERICK, ” 


CHAS. dually, by various uſurpations, enlarged their 
. authority; and the too tame acquieſcence of the 
1745. people had eſtabliſhed their uſurped power. 


Bur 


ſovereigns of. Pruſſia was not diminiſhed in the reign of ki, 
ſon. 1 

The margraves of Brandenburgh were originally governor, 
appointed by the emperors of Germany, for the adminiſtra. 
tion of the internal government of the country under them, 
and to act as generals again foreign enemies or invaders, 
But in the year 1415, the emperor conferred the eleftoral 


| dignity, and the office of great chamberlain of the empire, 


on Frederick I. of the houſe of Hohenzollern, and at the 
ſame time made him a preſent of the country of Branden. 
burgh, which he was to hold as a fief of the empire. He re- 
ceived the inveſtiture from the hands of the emperor, at the 
diet of Conſtance, in 1417. The government of Branden- 
burgh under this elector was, however, far from being de- 
ſpotic. An aſſembly of the ſtates ſtill ſubſiſted, who granted 
ſubſidies, regulated the taxes, and fixed the number of troops, 
which were never raiſed but when they were thought neceſ. 
ſary. The ſtates were always conſulted on the meaſures proper 
to be taken for the defence of the country, and on the admi- 
nitration of juſtice and the police. The power of the fuc- 
cecding electors was equally limited, till the time of George 
William, who, in 1631, conſulted the fates for the laſt time, 
and afterwards levied taxes by his own authority, and rook all 
the power into his own hands, and thoſe of his miniſters. 

In the time of the great elector, Frederick William, the 
duchy of Pruſſia had alſo an aſſembly of the Rates, one of the 
members of which diſtinguiſhed — by oppolng | the treaty 
of Braunfberg. 

From theſe facts it appears, that the defpotle; power lately 
exerciſed by the electors of Brandenburgh, and kings of 


* Pruffia, is an _ufurpation not only upon the patuikl rights of 
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Bor though the territories of the prince of Ruan 
the houſe of Brandenburgh, as well as their 2 
power, had been gradually, and greatly augment= 1740. 


ed, yet the extent of the dominions of Frede- 
rick III. as elector of Brandenburgh, and king 
of Pruſſia, was far from being adequate to his 
wiſhes, or ſuitable to the views of his ambition. 
Vis father had, however, left him a numerous 
and well diſciplined army, and immenſe fums 
in his treaſury; and it ſoon appeared, that he 
would exert his utmoſt efforts to enlarge his 
territories, without being very ſcrupulaus as to 
the means. This was in part manifeſted} by his 
tranſaction with the biſhop of Liege, of which 
an account was given at the cloſe of: the pre- 
ceding chapter; and was rendered 4 more 


' apparent by ſubſequent events. 


their ſabje&s, but alſo upon their antient W 
rights. And the caſe, of Pruſſia, as well as of many other 
nations of Europe, ſhould convince thoſe nations who have 
yet ſome liberties remaining, that they cannot be too vigilant 
in guarding againſt the encroachments of their princes. The 
Engliſh have often been reproached with being too jealous 


upon this head. They are ſaid to be alarmed for their liber- 4 


ties, when their liberties are not in danger. But it is to the 
vigilance with which they have guarded their national free- 
dom, that they are indebted for its preſent exiſtence. Should 


they ever ceaſe to wateh carefully over the conduct of thoſe 


to whom the powers of government are entruſted, and be in- 
attentive to the 'encroachments of -miniſters or princes, the 
period will then probably not be — when ey will 
ceaſe to be a free people. 1% 
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MEMOTRS OF TREDERICK, 


Ie his Hiſtory of bis own Times, Frederick 


ſpeaks of the jealouſy with which the princes of 
the houſe of Hanover, and other German princes, 
viewed the houſe of Brandenburgh. But the 


. jealouſy of thoſe princes was certainly very 


natural. They ſaw, that the princes of the houſe 


of Brandenburgh were raifing, and keeping up 
a much larger body of troops, than could eaſily 
be ſupported by the natural ' reſources of the 
Pruſhan dominions, and which ſeemed more 
calculated to annoy their neighbours, than for 
their own defence. Frederick ſays, that, at the 
death of his father, the Pruſſian army * was 
* ſeventy-ſix thouſand ſtrong, and that of theſe 
* about twenty-fix thouſand were foreigners. 
He adds, This proves it to have been an effort 
beyond the natural ſtrength of the kingdom, 
and that three millions of inhabitants were in- 
* ſufficient to recruit even fifty thouſand mien, 
* eſpecially in time of war.“ He ſtates the 
population of the Pruſſian dominions, at the 
time of his father's death, to have been three 
millions; but in a note to the edition of the 
Hiſtory of his own Times printed at Berlin, it 
is ſaid, that the king has here put a round 
number; the population, in 1740, really 
c —_ only to 2,240,000 [x].' Bu 
though 
7% Poſthumous Works of Frederick II. vol. I. p. 1, 2. 

[r] This ſhews, that Frederick was not always accurate 


in point of numbers. In ſtating a population of three millions, 
£5; a o 
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though the Pruſſian army was already too nüme- Cray, 


rous for the natural reſources of the ſtate, Fre- 
derick, immediately on his acceſſion, made an 
augmentation of fifteen new battalions *, in 


order to enable him to. execute the defigns) that 
he had formed. 


Taz death of the emperor, Charles VI. the 
laſt male heir of the houſe of Auſtria, who died 
on the 26th of October, 1740, was an event that 


greatly intereſted all Europe, and awakened the 


ambition of ſome of its moſt powerful princes. 
By virtue of the Pragmatic ſanction, or law, by 
which the ſucceſſion to the hereditary dominions 
of the houſe of Auſtria was ſecured to the female 
heirs of the emperor Charles VE in caſe he 
ſhould die without male ifſue, that ſucceſſion de- 
volved to the archducheſs Maria Thereſa, the 
emperor's eldeſt daughter, Who was married to 
Francis of Lorrain, grand duke of Tuſcany. 


This immenſe inheritance comprehended the 


kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia, the province 
o give upwards of ſeven hundred thouſand more than the real 
number, is certainly a very conſiderable over-ſtatement. It is 
allo a remarkable inſtance of inaccuracy in Frederick with re- 
ſpeſt to numbers, that in his Memoirs of the Houſe of Bran- 
denburgh he ſtates the number of the Pruſſian troops, at the 
Qeath of Frederick William, to be fixty-ſix thouſand men, and 
in his Hiſtory of his own Ss he ſtates may n ne 
ix thouſand, : 


* Hiſtoire de Mon Temps, p. 117, 
of 


11 5. 
1740. 
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A. D. 


Mors OF FREDERICK, 


of Sileſia, Auſtrian Swabia, Upper and Lowe 
Auſtria, Stiria, Carinthia, Carniola, the fon: 
3749: (Foreſt towns, Burgaw, Briſgau, the Low Coun. 
tries, Friuli, Tirol, and the duchice of ern 


Parma, and Placentia. 


Tux pragmatic ſanction had been ebene 


by almoſt all the powers of Europe; notwith. 
ſtanding which, the emperor of Germany was no 
ſooner dead, than four claimants appeared for 
the inheritance of the Auſtrian domihions, 
Charles Albert, elector of Bavaria, laid claim ty 
the kingdom of Bohemia, on the ſtrength. of an 
article in the will of the emperor Ferdinand l. 
brother to Charles V. made about two centwia 
before. Auguſtus III. king of Poland, and ele. 


tor of Saxony, exhibited pretenſions to the whole 


Auſtrian ſucceſſion, in virtue of the right of bi 
wife, eldeſt daughter of the emperor Joleph, 
elder brother of Charles VI. The king of Spain 
founded his claim to all the poſſeſſions of the 
Auſtrian family, on his being deſcended fron 


the conſort of Philip II. daughter of the empem 


Maximilian II. and the kingof Sardinia revive 
an obſolete claim to the duchy of Milan. 


© NoTwrrtysTANDING theſe different claimants 


Maria Thereſa proceeded to take poſſeſſion d 
the territories, „ Which had devolved to — by the 


_ 7% Hiſt, of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 66. edit. 178 
Voltaire's Age of Lewis XV. vol. I. p. 48. edit. Lond. 177 


death 


ruf THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA. e 


death of the emperor her father, and which it nas. 
had been the deſigu of the pragmatic ſanction to 1 5. 
ſecure to her. She received the homage of the 2746. 
ſtates of Auſtria at Vienna on the 7th of Novem- 

ber; and the provinces of Italy and Bohemia 


ur 


ore allegiance to her by their deputies. She 
. Wl poſſeſſed an affability of manners, which had 
no WY {c1dom been ſeen in her anceſtors, and by which 
he gained the hearts of her ſubjects, without 
«Wl diminiſhing her dignity. She alſo particularly 
o WY iogratiated herſelf with the Hungarians, by 
an WM taking the antient oath which king Andrew II. 
1 WY nade in the year 1222. If I, or any of my 


—B 
* 


ſucceſſors, ſhall, at any time, infringe upon 
your privileges; by virtue of this promiſe, 
you, and your deſcendants, ſhall be allowed to 
defend yourſelves, and ſhall not be treated as 
rebels?“ .. As the anceſtors of this princeſs 
had always been backward in entering into ſuch 
engagements, the readineſs with which ſhe took 
this oath gained her great popularity. Having 
thus conciliated the affections of her ſubjects, 
her next object was to procure for her huſband 
a ſhare in all her crowns, under the title of co- 
rent; ; and having ſucceeded in this, ſhe flattered 
_ herſelf, that the conſequence thus conferred upon 
the the grand-duke, would ſoon raiſe him to the 
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1740. unexpected enemy ſtarted up, who was more 
Lada artſul in his manceuvres, and more alert in his 


MEMOoIRS OF FREDERICK; 


Tur affairs of Maria Thereſa, queen of Hun. 
gary, were in this ſituation, when a new and 


. WE g re 
operations, than any other of the claimants of 7 
the whole, or any part of the Auſtrian inheri. 1 
tance. This was the king of Pruſſia, whoſe Fi 
great object, from the very commencement of WW , 
his reign, appears to have been the aggrandize. 10 
ment of his dominions; and who conſidered the 
death of the emperor as a circumſtance favour. WM . 
able to his views. When that event happened, 8 


he had been for ſome time ill of a fever at Wl -« 
Rheinſberg [o]; but, notwithſtanding his indiſ- Wl * 
poſition, on the arrival of the news of the em- 
peror” 8 _ h Cg. he immediately held conful. 

| tations 


[6] In a letter dated Nov. 30, 1740, Bielfeld ſays, * The 
king has ſtruggled, for a month paſt, with a violent and 
© obſtinate fever; which makes his humour leſs gay, and the 
© court leſs lively than uſual. Every time his majeſty has 

© freſh attack of the fever, a mournful ſilence reigns over il 
F the palace, and a languid look dwells on every countenance. 
© But, on his better days, he has a concert in his apartment, 
© appears in public, dines and ſups with the queen and the 

© princeſſes his ſiſters, and ſometimes gives a ball.“ Letten, 
vol. IV. p. 14, 15. 

[n] At the time when the news of the emperor's death 
arrived, the king was in bed, in conſequence of his fever, and 
in a ſtrong perſpiration. After ſome delay, they acquainted 
him with the news, and he read the diſpatches relative to it 
His majeſty,” ſays Bielfeld, © did not appear to be great 


C j 


- 


THE THIRD KING OP PRUSSIA. 


though it appears, that- he communicated his 
real deſigns to none of them s. His troops 


neſs for marching ; magazines were formed at 
Franckfort on the Oder, and at Croſſen; and 
large trains of artillery were prepared o. It 
ſoon after appeared, that he meant to take ad- 


e moved ; but what has followed, convinces me, that he pol. 
* ſefſes the art of compoſing his countenance, and that the 


* yon Eichel, privy -counſellor and ſecretary of the cabinet, 
and commanded him to write to marechal Schwerin, and M. 
von Podewills, miniſter for foreign affairs, and order them 
to come immediately to Rheinſberg. Theſe gentlemen 
* arrived forthwith ; and they daily hold long and very ſeeret 
conferences with his majeſty. They ſay, that ſovereigns 
have ſometimes authority even over their infirmities, The 
fever has ſhewn itſelf docile to the will of the monarch ; 


p. 18, 19. 


* the palace La Favourite, on the 26th of October, 1740. 
The news arrived at Rheinſberg when the king was attacked 
with a fever. Infatuated by antient prejudices, the phyſi- 
* cians would not adminiſter the bark. He took it, however, 

Ain ſpite of them; for he meditated things much more im- 


' portant than the cure of a fever.” Hiſt, de Mon Temps, | 


p. 125. 
Memoirs of Voltaire, P. 50. 
* Bielfeld's Letters, vol. IV. P · 20. 


K 2 vantage 


emotion paſſed within. For he roſe ſoon after, ſent for M. 


7 rederick himſelf ſays, The emperor ended his days at 


131 
rations with his miniſters of ſtate, and with Cu i” 
marechal Schwerin, and his other generals; . 3% 


1740. 


— 


were ordered to hold themſelves in inſtant readi- 


* for, after two light attacks, it has entirely left him.” Bis. | 
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MEMOIRS er FREDERICK, 


Cnar, vantage of the preſent embarraſſed ſtate of th 
A. B. queen of Hungary's affairs, to revive ſome ol 
Tie: claims of his family to ſeveral principalities a 


the duchy of Sileſia. He did not, however, 2 
firſt fully avow his intentions. For in a curious 
manifeſto which he publiſhed, aſſigning reaſons 
for ordering his troops to enter into Sileſy, 
which was dated at Berlin the iſt of December, 
he obſerved, that the empire, and the houſe of 
Auſtria, in conſequence of the death of the em. 
peror, and the diſputes about the ſucceſſion, 
were without a head, and expoſed to dangerou 
troubles, of which a part had manifeſted them- 
gg already, and others were ready to brat 

As to himſelf, he faid, he had always been 
Piel for what tended to the good and pre- 
ſervation of the duchy of Sileſia ; and the rather, 


becauſe it ferved as a barrier to his dominion, 


and that province might be invaded, to the great 
prejudice of his frontiers, by thoſe who formed 
pretenſions to the hereditary dominions of the 
houſe of Auſtria, and whence the flame of wat 
might be extended to his own territories, and 
expoſe them to evident danger. With a view, 
therefore, to prevent conſequences ſo dangetous, 
upon the appearance of a general war, with 
which Europe was then threatened, and to pro- 
vide for the defence of the dominions which 
God had given him, and for very important rea- 
ſons on his part, which he ſhould not fail to 

make 
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make public in due time, he had thought proper Ch. 
IV. 

to cauſe his troops to enter the duchy of Silefia, AD. 

in order TO COVER IT PROM BEING INVADED OR 1740, 


» 
7 1 * = * - IL: PE "I * * = 
ne SR" 1 ts > © F 


a i .rracxev. And as, by ſo doing, he had not wy 

u Wl the leaſt intention to prejudice her majeſty the | 
u queen of Hungary, with whom he was reſolyed . 
„ to keep a ſtrict friendſhip, as well as with the | 
„ whole Auſtrian houſe; and was, indeed, then 1 
e buſily employed in explaining himſelf upon the i 
n. ſubject to the queen of Hungary; he aſſured the | bh 
n, i inhabitants of Sileſia, that they might be ſatis- a 1 
us BY ficd they would have no hoſtility to apprehend 1 
n. on the part of his troops; and, on the contrary, Al 
al WY that they would be fully maintained in their 1 
<1 8 rights, liberties, and privileges. His majeſty - . 
e. added, that as his troops entered Silefia only to 1 
ei ſupport its inhabitants, preſerve their proper- - * 
a5 tics, and provide for the tranquility of the duchy, q 
eat be hoped that the inhabitants would adopt no . 
el meaſures, which ſhould oblige him, contrary to N 
the bis inclinations, to act in a leſs pacific and 1 
ra iN friendly manner than he intended; as, in that 1 
nd Rin they could impute only to themſelves, the | 
„ill conſequences which might reſult from ſuch ; 


5, conduct 77, 

d Brronr he quitted Berlin, Frederick aſſembled 
bis officers, and addreſſed to them the following 
ſpeech: © I have undertaken a war, gentlemen, 


| 10 BY *' Memoirs of Frqderigh- UL, ut faguas 5. 34s 38, 335 341 | 
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in which I have no other allies than your valour 


* * and good will., My cauſe is juſt, and my re. 
1740. © ſources are in the hands of fortune. Remem. 
2 * ber inceſſantly the glory which your anceſtors 


5 acquired, on the plains of Warſaw, at Fehr. 


© bellin, and in the expedition into Prufſia, 


© Yourdeſtiny is in your own hands. DiſtinQiong 
© and rewards will attend the actions of thoſe 
- by whom they ſhall be merited. But I have 
© no need to excite in you the love of glory; for 
that is continually before your eyes, and is the 
only object worthy of your attention. We 
© are going to encounter ſoldiers, who, under 
prince Eugene, have obtained the greateſt re- 
« putation. Although this prince is no longer 
© in exiſtence, ſtill conqueſt will be an increaſe 


: of honour, as we ſhall have to try our ſtrength 


* againſt ſuch brave warriors. Adieu; depart, 
I will immediately follow you, to that rendez- 
* vous of glory which awaits us ““.“ 

IT was in the middle of December, after a 
grand maſked ball, that Frederick ſet out for 
Sileſia, at the head of 30,000 men [1], It was 

pro- 

1 Hiſtoire de Mon Temps, tome I. p- 134, 135. edi 
Berlin, 1788. 

[1] He appears not to have been quite W from hi 
Kaner. when he ſet out for Sileſia. Voltaire ſays, He de- 
« parted on the 15th of December, with the quartan ague, for 
© the conqueſt of Sileſia, at the head of thirty thouſand com- 

2 well diſciplined, and well accoutred. As he _ 

F 
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propoſed to doen his ſtandard with the motto, Caar, 
PRO Deo ET PaTRIA; but he eraſed the name n 
of God, ſaying, that it was improper to intro- 1749. 
duce the name. of the Deity in the quarrels . 
men, and that he was going to war for a pro- 


vince [x], and not for religion”, He then or- 


 kis horſe, he ſaid to the marquis de Beanvean, minifler en 


the court of France, 1 believe 1 am going to play your 
game for you: if the aces turn up, we will divide.“ Memoirs, 


p. 52. Voltaire obſerves in another place, that the French 


miniſter did not know, when he firſt ſaw the Pruſſian troops 
in motion, whether they were deſtined againſt France or 
* Auſtria.” Age of Lewis XV. ch. 6. 

[x] Beſides the manifeſto publiſhed by Frederick, on his 
entrance into Sileſia, of which an account has been already 


piven, wherever the Pruſſian troops came, they diſperſed a 


priten latement of the claims of the houſe of Brandenburgh 
to Silefia, Hiſt. de Mon Temps, p. 136. The parts of Sileſia 
to which Frederick particularly laid claim were the principali- 
ties, duchies, and lordſhips of Jagerſdorff, n Brieg 
Wohlau, Beuthen, and Oderberg. 

Frederick ſays, Europe was amazed at the unexpeRted i in- 
' vation of Sileſia, Some accuſed it of being the flouriſh of 
* levityz others regarded it as the enterprize of frenzy. 
' Robinſon, the Engliſh ambaſſador at Vienna, maintained, 
* that the king of Pruſſia deſerved to be put under the ban of 
the empire.” Hiſt, ut ſupra, p. 143. In another place he 


as © The ſignal for war was given to Europe. The different | 


* powers were every where ſounding, negociating, and in- 
* triguing, to arrange their parties, and form alliances ; but 
* the troops of no power were ready; none were provided 


* vith magazines; and the king profited by ont criſis to exe- 


cute his GRAND PROJECTS.” Ibid. p. 148. 
75 Voltaire's Age of Lewis XV. vol. I. p. 54. 
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ou. dered the Roman eagle, diſplayed in relies ant 


IV. 
A. D. 


1740. 


fixed on the top of a gilt pole, to be carried be. 
fore his regiment of guards, by way of -intima. 
tion to them, that they were to be'invincible®, 
He arrived at Croſſen on the 21ſt of that month, 
It happened, that on the ſame day the bell of 
the cathedral of that place, which was in hi 
own dominions, fell down. This was inter. 


preted to be a bad omen. But Frederick, in 
order to remove any unfavourable impreſſion 


that this incident might occaſion, maintained, 
that it was a good omen. The fall of the bell 
according to him, denoted the abaſement of the 
high; and as the houſe of Auſtria was infinitel 
higher than the houſe of Brandenburgh, this wa 
a clear prognoſtication of the advantages that 
ſhould be obtained by the latter“. 

NorwirusrAxbixe the friendly and pacific 
views with which the king of Pruſſia profeſſed 
to have entered into Sileſia, it appears, that he 
very ſoon levied heavy contributions on the in- 
habitants, under pretence of ſubſiſting his troops, 
and that great damage was done by them to the 
country. To this, how ever, the Sileſians were 
obliged to ſubmit, as they were not prepared 
with any. force ſufficient to oppoſe the troops 


2 Voluire Age of Lewis XV. vol. I. 5. &. 
ho Memoires de Mon Temps, ut ſupra. | 
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into a negociation with Maria Thereſa. That 
miniſter repreſented to her majeſty, that the king 
of Pruſſia was ready to guaranty all the German 
dominions of the houſe of Auſtria; that with a 
view of ſecuring their poſſeſſions to that houſe, 
he would conclude a treaty with Auſtria, Ruſſia, 
and the maritime powers ; that he would uſe his 
utmoſt endeavours that the queen of Hungary's 
huſband, the grand duke of Tuſcany, ſhould be 
raiſed to the imperial throne ; and that, in order 
to enable her majeſty ſucceſsfully to oppoſe her 
enemies, he would immediately advance to her, 


* 
3 
; 


of the king of Pruſſia LJ. In the mean time, Cray. 
Frederick ſent count Gotter to Vienna, to enter 


A. D. 
1740. 


in ready money, two millions of florins. For - 


all this he required, * as well on account of his 
right thereto, as for a compenſation for the 
* dangers that he ſhould expoſe himſelf to, for 
the ſafety and glory of the houſe of Auſtria 
only,“ that Sileſia ſhould be given up to him“. 


- [1] Frederick himſelf informs us, that in conſequence of 


the precautions he had taken, © the people and nobility did 
not regard the entrance of the Pruſſians into Silefia as the 
* invaſion of an enemy, but as the aid which an officious 
* neighbour would lend his ally. Religion likewiſe, that 
* ſacred prejudice among the vulgar, concurred in favour. of 
' Pruſſia, Two thirds of the inhabitants of Sileſia were Pro- 
* teſtants ; who, having been long oppreſſed by Auſtrian fana- 
* ticiſm, looked up to the King as a ſaviour ſent from heaven.” 

Hiſtoire de Mon Temps, ut ſupra, p. 136. 


n Memoirs of Frederick UL, ut fupra, p- 36. Johnſon's 
Memoirs, p. 198. 


But 
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But he afterwards directed his miniſter to hint 
at Vienna, that though he had demanded the 


1740. entire ceſſion of the whole province, he might, 
perhaps, be ſatisfied with part of it, provided 


the queen of Hungary would make a reaſonable 
accommodation with him, for their mutual in- 
tereſts. It was added, that on all occaſions 


which might offer, wherein he. could aſſiſt the 


queen of Hungary, and preſerve the glory of her 
houſe, or repair any loſs that ſhe might ſuffer in 
the preſent juncture, he ſhould ſhew the utmoſt 
readineſs to do it. | 2 

To theſe propoſals of the king of Pruſſia, it 
was anſwered on the part of the queen of Hun- 


gary, That though his Pruſſian majeſty alleged 
as his reaſon for entering Sileſia, the danger of 


To his promiſes of aſſiſtance ſhe replied, that ſhe 


the dominions of the houſe of Auſtria from other 
powers, it was manifeſt, that he was the firſt and 
only invader, and that till he entered in a hoſtile 
manner, all her poſſeſſions were unmoleſted. 


ſet a high value upon the king of Pruſſia's friend- 


ſhip, but that he was already obliged to aſſiſt 


her againſt invaders, both by the golden bull, 
and the pragmatic ſanction, of which he was a 
guarantee. If ſuch ties, ſaid ſhe, are not bind- 


Ing, with what ſecurity can the houſe of Auſtria 


rely on any other? As to an alliance with Ruſſia 


83 Memoirs of Frederick III. ut ſupra, p. 36. | 
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1. 


and the maritime powers, ſhe obſerved, that ſuch Char. 

an alliance ſubſiſted between the houſe of Auſtria * 

and thoſe powers, before the king of Pruſſia had 1740. 
entered Silefia ; and that it could never be proper 


to alienate her dominions, for the conſolidation 
of an alliance, the chief object of which was to 
preſerve them entire. With regard to his intereſt 


in the election of an emperor, ſhe expreſſed her 


gratitude in ſtrong. terms; but as that election, 
ſhe id, ought to be free, and made in the man- 


ner preſcribed by the golden bull, ſhe was of 


opinion, that nothing could tend more to thwart 
it, than raiſing commotions in the heart of the 
empire. Of the pecuniary. aſſiſtance propoſed 
ſhe remarked, that no prince ever made war to 
oblige another to take money; and that the con- 
tributions already drawn from Sileſia, under pre- 


tence of ſubſiſting his troops, added to the ime 


menſe damage done. that country by the havock 
made in it, exceeded the two millions offered. 
dhe was far, ſhe ſaid, from deſigning to begin 
her reign by diſmembering her dominions ; and, 
therefore, could never conſent to give up the 
province of Sileſia, or any part of it. But ſhe 
was ready to renew the ſtricteſt friendſhip with 
the king of Pruſſia, provided he would withdraw 
his troops from her territories ; and ſhe entreated 
him to adopt this meaſure, as the only method 
ol promoting peace, by all the conſiderations 


that 
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cnar. that could make impreſſions upon the heart of 
LN great prince“. | 
. 3740, Farvrtcs, finding that he could gain nothing 


by negociation, continued to proſecute his claim 
by arms. He advanced with his army farther 
into Sileſia, releaſing the people from the rents 
and ſervices they were accuſtomed to pay to the 
clergy. He alſo plundered the convents of their 
ſtores of proviſions ; and when the heads of thoſe 
communities complained, he told them, that 
© he had never read in the ſcriptures of mags. 
* Zines being erected by the apoſtles; whoſe 
* example, he thought, their profeſſion obliged 
them to imitate *5,* It was, indeed, ſufficiently 
evident, that Frederick, from the beginning, 
had no expectation of gaining any thing by 
negociation ; and that he only entered into 1 
negociation for the ſake of preſerving appear- 
ances. He ſays himſelf, Though the king 
* was firmly reſolved on the part that he ſhould 


take, he yet judged it convenient to mak: 


© fome attempts towards accommodation witi 


the court of Vienna, for which purpoſe count 


© Gotter was ſent thither“ .“ He then take 


% Memoirs of Frederick TIT. ut ſupra, p. g7, 38. Hiſtoire 
de la derniere Guerre de Boheme, tome J. p. 25, 26, 7: 
Francfort, II zmo. 1745. 

2 Memoirs of Frederick III. ut ſupra, p. 40, 41. Job 
ſon's Memoirs, p. 109. NE 

'* Hiſtoire de mon Temps, tome 1. p. 131. 


notice. 


C0, 
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that © caſe, count Gotter was authorized to de- 


144 


notice, that ĩt was to be ſuppoſed, that the offers Cruar, 
of his miniſter © would be rejected; and that, in X 


1740. 


* clare war againſt the queen of Hungary.” He 


adds, The diligence of the army was ſuperior 
to that of the ambaſſador : it entered into Sileſia 


two days before the arrival of count Gotter at 


Vienna “. 


FREDERICK ſays, in his Hiftory of his own 
Times, that his family had inconteſtable claims 
to ſome principalities in Sileſia. Theſe incon- 
teſtable claims appear, however, to have been 
thought very queſtionable by the other powers 
of Europe; and he has himſelf aſſigngd reaſons 
for his condu at this period, which much better 
account for it, than any ſuppoſed conviction of 


the juſtice of his claims to the diſputed princi- 


palities of Sileſia, He ſays, Frederick I. in 
' erecting Pruſſia into a kingdom, had, by that 
* vain grandeur, planted the ſcion of ambition 
in the boſom of his poſterity ; which, ſooner 
* or later, muſt fructify. The monarchy, which 
* he left to his deſcendants, was, if I may ſo 

' expreſs myſelf, a kind of hermaphrodite, which 
had in it more of an electorate than of a king- 


dom. Fame was to be acquired by deter- 
mining the nature of this being; and this 


ſenſation was certainly one of thoſe that 


_ Hiſtoire de mon Temps, tome I. p. 131. 
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char. © ſtrengthened ſo many motives, that conſpire 
2. © to engage the king in grand enterprizes *. 
1740. In another place, among the cauſes which in. 
gauced him to declare war againſt Maria Thereſa, 
Frederick enumerates, © AN ARMY FIT TO MARcy, 

© A TREASURY READY PREPARED, AND, PERHAPs, 


© THE AMBITION OF ACQUIRING RENOWN s. 


. Hiſtoire de mon Temps, vol. I. p. 124. 
© Ibid. p. 188. Holcroft's tranſlation, vol. I. p. 94 


CHAP 


P- 
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CHAP. v. 


Progreſs of the Pruſſian army in Sileſia.-The city 
of Glogau taken by ſurprize.—The baltle of Mol- 
witz, The city of Brieg ſurrenders to the Pruſ- 
fian arms,—The Britiſh and Dutch miniſters pre- 
ſent a memorial to Frederick, on his invaſion of 
Sileſia.—He makes himſelf maſter of the flrong 
fortreſs of Neiſs.—Enters Breſlaw, and receives 
the homage of the nobility, clergy, and burghers. 
e returns to Berlin.—State of the Auſtrian 
afairs.— The court of France engages in the war 
againſt the queen of Hungary.—The eleftor of 
Bavaria raijed to the I throne. 


* — 


W HEN the king of Pruſſia firſt entered Cnar. 


Sileſia, he met with little oppoſition 45, 


ſtom the inhabitants} who expected no ſuch at- 1741. 
ack, and were wholly unprepared to defend 
themſelves againſt ſo powerful an invader [x]. 


[u] The ſmall number of Auſtrian troops in Sileſia, at the 
time when the king of Pruſſia invaded it, is the reaſon aſſigned 
by himſelf for commencing his operations in the winter. © At 
' the death,” ſays he, © of the emperor Charles VI. in 1740, _} 
* there were no more than two Auſtrian regiments in Sileſia. 
* Being determined to aſſert my right to that duchy, I was 
* obliged to make war during the winter, that I might take 
* the advantage of circumſtances, and make the banks of the 


P. : Neil the ſcene of action. If I had waited till the ſpring; 


©. We 


Cnar. By degrees, however, the Auſtrian troops bez 
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| to aſſemble, and to withſtand the progreſs * 

the Pruſſian arms. The king had ſent a detach. 1 
— ment from the main army, which was now con. an 
ſiderably reinforced, under the command d gli 
major-general De la Motte, to take poſſeſſion of il" 
Jablunka, a town on the frontiers of Hungar, - 

et 


which had a caſtle built on a rock. The garriſoi 
made a vigorous defence; but were at length" 


obliged to capitulate. This place was reckone va 
the key of Sileſia on the fide of Hungary; bfr. 
the Pruſſians were afterwards obliged to abandot - 

| thi 


it for want of proviſions ; thoſe which were ſent 
to them being repeatedly intercepted bf the 
Auftrian huſſars. | 

Groov, a large and well fortified city on the 
frontiers of Poland, was alſo beſieged by the 
Pruſſians. And on the 7th of March, 1744, a 
night, prince Leopold, of Anhalt Deſſau, wh 
commanded the blockade, which had continue 
for ſome time, received orders from the king t0 
make an unexpected attack upon the place, it 
order to take it by ſurprize, according to a plat 
cConcerted with his majeſty. Next day the proptt 
diſpoſitions were made; and, about eight # 
night, the troops began to put themſelves unde 


© we ſhould have begun the war between Groſſen and Glog? 
and what we gained by one ſingle march, would certal 
© have colt us three or four difficult campaigns,” Mibtary 
AHructions, &c. p. 171. | 
amo x 
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KL 
At ten they reached their ſeveral poſts/# cu 
* pon the town. With tlie order oa 
and ſilence; they then marched to che foot of che — 
glacis. The troops immediately advanced ts 
the paliſadoecs, and, leaping over then, thtew 
themſelves into the covered way; Lohe (hilt 
detachments running every way to altar alf the 
enemy whom tlley could meet with. "The tod 
*g now alarthed ; but this did hot Þeventthe 
pruſſtans from deſcending into "the ditch, And 
advancing to the foot of the rampart, which Wag 
thirty-four feet high, with a Nope of ten feet, 
which was made very ſlippery by a hard fro ol 
two days continuance. Theſe difficulties were, 
however, quickly ſurmounted; and j prince Lese- 
pold, with the margrave Charles, and five of fix 
hers, firſt got to the top of the courtine, hey, 
tere ſoon followed by a battalion of four com- 
panies of grenadiers, who gained poſſeſſion, o 

o baſtions. They 575 attempted, to ap 


{1 


own the gate, behind wl ich the Auſt firian 1 5 
ls, Wallis and Reyſki, had now 5 poſted t Ie , 


dves with their grenadiers, who y' on 5 


18 111 Fi Dd 9 
Pruſfians, and did ſome execution. But prince 


[<opold cauſing the fire i be returned, general 
Keyſki received two wounds, the grenadiers led, 
ad general Wallis: was- obliged to follow them. 


he gate was then laid open, and the Proffizrs” 
aſſed through the caſtle into the town.” TA , 
her attacks were executed with the ſame vigour 
Ver. I, L and 


g. and diſpatch . 
A.D. maſters of the place about an hour after mid, 


hv night. The Auſtrian generals, Wallis and Reyſki 
in the garriſon, conſiſting of 1065 men, in- 


diſcovered, in Sileſia, for Killing or carrying 1 
| \ 
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The Pruſſians made therſelye 


cluding officers, were all made priſoners of wa, . 
Fifty, braſs cannon were found in the caftle, 2 
large quantity of gunpowder, and the.militn Ml | 
cheſt, with thirty-two thouſand; floring, Ide I 
king of Pruſſia thought highly of the manner u ll 
which this enterprize was conducted. In his ” 
0 Military, Inſtructions. ſor the generals of hu. 

army, which, contain. remarks on his om 
campaigns, he lays, The ſurprize of Groou Ml. | 
vas a maſter- piece of the military art, warty. il 
: the | imitation of all thoſe who, would attempt 

© any thing of the like nature *.. As a teſti- Nen 
mony of his approbation of the conduct of prince Wil v. 
Leopold on this occaſion, he immediately a- 
pointed him general of the foot, and alſo wrote BY -- 
to him a letter, expreſſing i in ſtrong terms his 
ſenſe of the merit of his ſervices, and of the * 


gallantry of the officers who, ſerved under him, . 


Abr this time a plot was pretended to be ll 


aaa of Frederick III. en agen, p-4 44 ** 
b Memdis, p. io. 


e Military' Wan ders ty the af oF Pro bi 4 


the Giverels of his army, being bis Majeſty's.own Com 
his former Campaigns, tranſlated ed by an Officer, Look 4 
8vo. e; P. qo. P 6; $495» 


p 6&6 2 IA. 2 a“ 
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the king of Pruſſia; and one of the Pruſſan Cn. ** 
miniſters publiſhed a memorial at Mentz, in ,V AD. 
which it was ſtated, © That notwithſtanding the 1741. 


moderation, which his Pruſſian majeſty had all 
along ſne wn towards the court of Vienna, yet 


chat court had been far from behaving ſo to 
nim, and had had recourſe to the deteſtable 
ic i © expedient of employing emiſſaries, ſpies, and 
n banditti, to beſet him, and even attempt his 
u BY © life. That one of theſe banditti confeſſed, 
«© that he was obliged to take an oath for that 
© purpoſe in the Aulic council of war, and in 
dae preſence of the grand duke of Tuſcany, 
by 8 © whom his Pruſſian majeſty had thought inca- 
“fable of ſuch unworthy conduct.“ To this 
. charge it was replied on the part of the court of 
vienna, That the houſe of Auftria never knew 
PW" what it was to employ banditti. That the 
neu © picty of the queen, and the ſentiments of the 
0 ' grand duke, were too well known for any body 


to believe it of them. That the ſtory of an 
*. oath, taken by one of theſe bandirri in the 


be ' preſence of the grand duke, in the Aulic 
of council of war, was fo ill contrived, that it 
15 vas impoſſible for it to gain the leaſt credit; 


and that the impoſture of ſuch an avowil was 
doo evident, to efcape the obſervation and 
es © cenſure of any one, who Knew the character 


of the Aulic council“. b It Is ſomewhat the 


5 = Memoirs of Frederick IL. p. 44, 45. 
; L 2 more 
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Czar. more probable, that there was no reality in the 
5 p. deſign alleged to have been formed againſt the 
b 1741. king of Pruſſia's perſon, becauſe to Charge his 
.enemies falſely with evil deſigns, was perfectly 
conſonant. to his maxims of policy. In his 
Military Inſtructions for the generals of his 
army, in directing them how to act in neutral 
countries, he ſays, It may not be improper to 
accuſe the enemy of the moſt pernicious de. 
* figns againſt the inhabitants 7.” 
Tux court of Vienna was now ſo much exaſ- 
= perated againſt the king of Pruſſia, that orders 
= - | were ſent to general Neuperg, who commanded 
bs the Auſtrian forces, to hazard a battle with him 
at-all events. Accordingly the two armies en- 
countered each other, on the 10th of April 
1741, in the neighbourhood of Neiſs, at a village 
called Morwirz. The Pruſſian army had noy 
received a conſiderable augmentation. The en- 
gagement commenced about two o'clock in the 
afternoon, and continued four hours. The Auf- 
trians at firſt drove back the left wing of the 
Pruſſiang, commanded by lieutenant-general 
count Schuylemberg. Bur the king of Pruſſia 
having been informed that the Auſtrians were 
ſuperior. to him in cavalry, had intermixed gre- 
nadiers with his horſe, by which means the Pruſ- 
ſians recovered r their confuſion. The at- 


- 
— 

- * 

. 


| j 92 Miltary Inftrudions p. 76. 
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rack on the right wing of the Pruſſians was 1ike- Cay, 
wiſe very vigorous ; but the heat of the action A. >. 
was on the left wing. At length; however, the. 1741+, 
firſt line of Pruſſian infantry was ſo routed by 

the Auſtrians, and their cavalry obtained ſo much 

the advantage, that the battle ſeemed to be irre- 
coverably loſt x]. But the ſecond line of Pruſ- 

ſian infantry, under the command of marechal 
SCHWERIN, ſtood ſo firm [o], that they turned 

the fortune of the day. Ar fix in the evening 

the Auſtrians were obliged to retire under the 

cannon of Neiſs, leaving the field of battle to 

the Pruffians Le. Frederick Th This battle 

m | | 3 coſt 


il [x] Frederick himſelf ſays, The king, who thought he 
might rally cavalry as he would ſtop a pack of hounds, was 
ge carried away in their route to the center of thearmy, where 
DW he accompliſhed the rallying of ſome ſquadrons, which he 
n- led to the right. They were obliged to attack the Auſtrians 
the in their turn; but theſe beaten and haſtily collected troops 
ot did not long make head.” Hiſt. de Mon Temps, p. 162. 
be lo] Voltaire ſays, that the ſecond line of infantry ſtood 
© immoveable, and recovered every thing, by obſerving that 
* diſcipline to which the Pruſſian ſoldiers are accuſtomed; _ 
ſia, * their continual firing, diſcharging at leaſt five times in a | 
ere WI miante, and by loading their guns with iron ramrods in an 
_ * inſtant.” Age of Lewis XV. ch. v. | 
of. [?] The king of Pruſſia wrote 2n accoupt of the victory 
| odtained by his troops at Molwitz to Voltaire, who received 
M- at Liſle, when his tragedy of Mahomet was performing 1 
there, He read the letter, which was brought to him between 
the acts, to the audience, who received it with a general clap. 
' You will ſee,” ſaid Voltaire, © that this piece of Mclwitz 


L 3 * wil 


Y. - bn.” ©. 
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* coſt the queen of Hungary an hundred and 
* eighty officers, and ſeven thouſand horſe and 


'D. 
52 * and foot, killed. The Auſtrians alſo loſt ſeven 
S — pieces of cannon, three ſtandards, and twelve 


hundred men taken priſoners. The Pruſlians 
had two thouſand five hundred killed, among 
© whom was the margrave Frederick, couſin to 
the king, and three thouſand wounded", 
Lieutenant-general Schuylenberg was alſo among 
the killed; and marechal Schwerin, to whoſe 
valour and good conduct this victory was chiefly 
owing, was wounded in the action. The cele. 


will infure ſucceſs to mine.” Hiſtorical Memoirs of thy Authir 
of the Henriade, p- 33. 
The king of Pruſſia himſelf acknowledges, that he might 
have been much more ſucceſsful againſt the Auſtrians at Md. 
witz, if he had then poſſeſſed more military ſkill and experi- 
ence. We approached marechal Neuperg's army, ſays he, 
* without being diſcovered by any one man living. Hi 
c troops were then cantoned in three villages ; but at that 
time I had not ſufficient experience to know how to ayail 
© myſelf of ſuch an opportunity, I ought immediately w 
© have ordered two of my columns to ſurround the village of 
* Molwitz, and then to have attacked it. I ought at the 
© ſame inſtant to haye detached my dragoons, with orders to 
© haye attacked the other two villages which contained the 
© Auſtrian cavalry, The infantry which ſhould have fol 
© lowed, would have prevented them from mounting. If | 
had proceeded in this manner, I am convinced I ſhould 
have totally deſtroyed the Auſtrian army. Military Alus 
tions, 2 113, 114. 5 


Hg. de Mon Temps, p. as. 


bratel 
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drated Maupertuis, who in part of this eam C 
paign accompanied the king, was — . A 55 
by the Auſtrians. e  ohdbd7 
On the 23d of the fame a the city nant 
Barke, which is fituated near the banks of the 
Oder, ſurrendered to the king of Pruffia. It had 
been beſieged ſeven days; during which time the 
Pruſſians had fired into it more than fourteen 
thouſand cannon balls, and thrown into it up- 
wards of two thouſand bombs, by which great 
part of the city was reduced to'aſhes®#, Fre- 
derick afterwards foreed the important paſs of 
Friedwalde, which was defended by four thou- 
fand huſſars; and alſo endeavoured, but without 
effect, to bring; the Auſtrians to another action. 

Asour this time the Britiſh and Dutch miniſ.' 
ters, who attended the Pruſſian camp, preſented 
memorial to the king. in which it was ſtated, 
that his Britanniek majeſty, and their high 
mightineſſes the ſtates-general, beheld with great 
regret the troubles that had ariſen between his 
Pruſſian majeſty and the queen of Hungary; and 
could not but expreſs their ſurprize at his ma- 
jeſty's enterprize againſt Sileſia; and the rather, 
on account of a letter which he had written to 
them, in which he had declared his intention to 
ſupport the houſe of Auſtria, to preſerve peace 
in the empire, and to watch over its repoſe as 


2 


T EE SO TE TS 


v Memolrs'of Frederick INT: p. 47, 
L 4 RS... 


2 


2 


24 


Ab. *pprehenſions, that the ſteps v hich his majeſſ 
T> was taking, might be attended with.conſequence 


the way to a laſting accommodation, and to.re- 


accommodate, in an amicable manner, the dif- 


| Sileſia; ; and he hoped that his Britannick majeſty; 
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well as its ſafety. They likewiſe expreſſech their 


quite oppoſite to his declarations, not only with 
regard to the houſe of Auſtria, and the Peace of 
the empire, but alſo to the liberties, and-repoſe 
of Europe. And they exhorted him to with. 
draw, his troops from Silefia, in order to pave 


ſtore peace to the empire. Frederick returned 
an anſwer, in which he obſerved, that he had 
never been averſe to a reaſonable accommodation 
with the queen of Hungary; but that the adyan- 
tageous propoſals which he had made to that 
princeſs had been rejected with diſdain. He 
expreſſed his gratitude to the king of Great Bri- 
tain, and the ſtates-general, for their deſire 


ferences ſubſiſting between him and the queen of 
Hungary; but he intimated, at the ſame time, 
his determination not to give up his claim to 


and their high mightineſſes, would not. deyiate 
from that impartiality, which was neceſſaty in 
the accommodation of ſuch differences, as ſub- 
ſiſted. between him and the queen of Hungary*: 

In, the; month of July, the king of Pruſſia vas 


encamped near the little town of Strehlen: where: Bi ... 
; . EO Ce and 
3* Nemgirs'of Frederick III. p. 47-50. lary 


* he 
* * 4 4 
— 7 #. 
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be was accompanied by ſeveral foreign miniſters; CA. 
nnd, among others, by the ambaſſadors from * 
France and Spain, the duke of Belleiſle, and the 1741. 
marquis of Montigo, who made a very ſplendiqg vv 
appearance [Q_]. Their avowed buſineſs in Ger- 
many was, to attend at Franckfort the election 
and coronation of a new emperor of Germany. 
ln his camp at Strehlen, the king of Pruſſia ap- 
peared not only eaſy and chearful, but in high 
ſpirits, and full of vivacity. In a letter written 
at this time by baron Bielfeld, who attended 
Frederick at Strehlen, is the following paſſage: 
Notwithſtanding all the fatigues of war, the 
king is in perfect health, and more gay and 


[q] Bielfeld ſays, Each of theſe miniſters makes a moſt 
brilliant figure, and never have I ſeen any one travel with 
more eaſe and convenience, more elegance and grandeur, 
than does the marquis of Montigo. Wherever he ſtops to 
dine, or ſup, he finds a room hung with the richeſt tapeſtry, 
and the floor covered with Turkey carpets, with velvet 
chairs, and every other kind of convenience; à table 
ſumptuouſly ſerved, the choĩceſt wines, and a deſert of fruit 
and confectionary, that Paris itſelf could not excel. This 
kind of enchantment, this real miracle in Germany, is per- 
formed by means of three baggage waggons, of which two 
aways go before the ambaſſador, and carry with them every 
„bung neceſſary for his reception; and when they arrive in 
11 ſome poor village, the domeſtics that accompany each 
vaggon immediately clear and clean ſome chamber, fix the 
ha tapeſtry by rings to the walls, cover the floor with-carpets, 
——— —_—— — 
lary,? Letters, vol. I. P. 3. 4 * IM 


* pleaſant 


4 
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Car. « pleaſant than ever; and all who approach hit 


* majeſty, meet with a moſt gracious reception. 


1746 In the midſt of his camp, and at the head of 
any thouſand Pruſſians, our monarch appein 


to me with a new 1 Ann 
© neſs “. 

. In September, Frederick was n on 
the top of a hill, in ſight of Neiſs; the Auſtrian 
army, under general Neuperg, being chiefly en- 

camped in the plain at no great diftance. The 
Pruſſians were now, for a ſhort time, in great 
want of proviſions, while the Auſtrian troops 
were well ſupplied [x]. But this diſtreſs in the 
Pruſſian camp did not lang continue; for genen 
Neuperg quitted his camp, and marched towards 
the mountains that cover Bohemia. The Pruſ- 
ſian troops immediately marched down the hill 
and took boten of the camp which had been 


* "ro 4185 r 

La] They ſuffered, ſays Bielfeld, in this camps er 

* kind of want; and it was no ſmall mortification to-ſee 
from the hill the camp of M. Neuperg, which lay partly 
* on the plain, and partly in a village, abounding with every 
* kind of neceſſary. I mounted to the tap of à hill, and by 
* the help of a good teleſcope, could ſee, in the quarters f 
* the Auſtrian huſſars, the ſatlers felling all ſorts of proti- 
ons, and every article of luxury, fiſh, choice fruit, water 

hunger. But this extremity laſted nat long; for, aboot 
'. noon, we faw the whole army —— 
| Leners, ut ſupra, f. 44. 8 20 ; 
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left by the Auſtrians, The Pruſſian light troops Cnar. 
were employed in harraſſing the Auſtrians in 2 
their retreat; and, by quitting his camp, general 1744, 
Neuperg had given the king of Pruſſia an oppor- 
tity of inveſting the town of Neiſs, which was 
the ſtrongeſt fortification in Sileſia. The place 
was ſo vigorouſly beſieged, the town being laid 
waſte with bombs and cannon balls, that it did 
not hold out many days after the trenches were 
opened ; but the garriſon were allowed to march 
out with the honours of war [s]. : 


Is] During the continuance of this ſiege, Bielfeld, who 
vas preſent at it, ſays, The king ordered two tables to be 
*ſetup in a barn, on each of which were forty covers. Here 
' he dined with the princes, and his officers: and here we 
' ate likewiſe, or were ſometimes invited by the generals. 
' They had a good table in camp, and there was no want of 
' wine, In the afternoon we attended the king at his quar- 
' ters, and towards the evening we waited on his royal high- 
' neſs the margrave Henry, who was well lodged. Here we 
' were invited to play, and almoſt always kept to ſupper. 

nnr, ̃ n 
from the head quarters.” 

In the ſame letter he ſays, © Thee tics beds 
very remarkable in the courſe of this ſiege. The only un- 
* fortunate accident we have had, was from a powder barrel, 
* which being placed too near the batteries, took fire, and 
' blew up eleven ſoldiers belonging to the artillery. The 
* greateſt part of theſe unfortunate men were deſtroyed ; 
and, as I paſſed that way preſently after, I ſaw their wretched 
* remains, black as ſoot.” Letters, ut ſupra, p. 48, 49. 
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cur. Tur king of Pruſſia, having completed the 


V. 
A. D. 


1741. 


4 Stlefia, who are the moſt- worthy to bear that title?” 


and four other nobles; and fix, of the principal Sileſian no- 


© miniſter for foreign affairs, has rendered his majeſty in the 
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conqueſt of Lower Sileſia, entered BxEsLAw, the 
capital of the duchy ['T], and a day was appointe 


[r] According to baron Bielfeld, the king arrived « 
Breſlaw on the 8th of October, 1741, in the afternoon. « He 
found an innumerable number of people before the palace; 
© and all the antechamber filled with Sileſian nobles, prelates, 
© officers, and other perſons of rank. The principal of thel 
© were preſented to his majeſty, who received them mof 
« graciouſly, and converſed with them for a long time. The 
king then withdrew to his chamber, where he had a con- 
© cert, and played himſelf on the flute. His majeſty after. 
© wards ſupped alone, and retired early to reſt, ſufficiently 
© fatigued with the buſineſs of this remarkable day. 
© The following day, as the king talked with mefieun 
© Podewils, Munchow, and Reinhardt, he ordered baron Poll 
© nitz to be called, and ſaid to him, Baron, I dreamt lat 
«« night that I created nobles. Tell me, you that know 


< Baron Pollnitz mentioned ſuch as by their birth, their 
< merit, and their fortune, were the moſt reſpectable; and u 
© his majeſty's choice fell on count Schoneich, meſſieurs Beu- 
© then and Carolath, and count Harzfield, ' the baron was 
ordered to acquaint them with his majeſty's intention. 
There were made, beſides theſe, four counts, four barons, 


© bility were inveſted with the order of the Black Eagle. A 
© 2 reward for the important ſervices which M. Podewils, 


© courſe of this war, he was alſo raiſed to the dignity of 1 
count, and inveſted with the king's order. There were 
< likewiſe diſtributed ſeyeral lord chamberlain's keys, fevenl 


letters patent far ſeats in the council of ſtate, and m7 Wil ©” 
other titles and penſions.” Letters, ut ſupra, p. 61, 64, 6% 1 


for 
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bor receiving the homage of the Allefian nobi⸗ Coane 
D, clergy, and burghers. The great hall of A. b. 
he ſtate-houſe of this city was made uſe of on 7. 


which was ſet apart for this purpoſe, all the gar- 
ion of Breſlaw were under arms as ſoon as it 
was light, and marched to different quarters of 


„. town. In the forenoon, the ſtreets were 
+ Wcrowded with people of all ranks; and the Sile- 
aan clergy and nobility repaired to the ſtate- 
ouſe in ſolemn proceſſion, and in great pomp. 
5 Cardinal Zinzendorff, biſhop of Breſlaw, was at 


ligious orders, and deputies of the Sileſian 
hurches. After the equipages of the clergy 
ane the deputies of the provinces, and the whole 
body of nobility... Then followed the. burgo- 


velvet that covered this throne; was embroidered the impe- 
ral two-headed eagle. This inconvenience, however, was 


vere BY Preſently removed; for, by cutting off one of his heads, 
* nd fring the king's cypher on his breaſt; he became 46 


r omplete a Pruſſian eagle, as if he had never r belonged: to 
63. ys N Bid. p. 61. | 


for | 3 | When | 


this occaſion [u]. On the morning of the day 


the head of the prelates, the generals of the re- 


aſters and ſenators of Breſlaw, and the deputies 
ff other towns. The principal nobility came 
ncoaches and ſix: their equipages were ſplendid, : 
heir liveries gay, and [YET cloaths ur laced 


[v] ts this hall Nears which Abe ante 
: emperor Matthias, and which was made uſe of on the 
reſent occaſion; -< But unluckily,” ſays Bielfei1, « on tlie 
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ont. When they had entered the hall of the ſtate. 
AD. houſe, they were arranged on one fide of it, 
2942. according to their rank. Marechal Schwerin, 
count Podewils, the king of Pruſſia's chief mi- 
niſter, count Munchow, baron Pollnitz [x], 
[x] CnARTES ENWIs, Baron de Pol Lurz, was bon 

on the 25th of February, 1692, at Iſſouin, a village in the 
electorate of Cologne. He loſt his father before he was two 
years of age, and was brought up under the care of his 
mother, who chiefly reſided at Berlin. He afterwards ſtudied 
ſome time at Lunenburgh, under the care of a governor ; but 

he was very early introduced at court, and was preſent u 
the coronation of the firſt king of Pruſſia. In 1708, by the 
king's permiſſion, he ſerved as a volunteer among the Pruſſat 
troops, againſt the French, in the allied army commanded by 
the duke of Marlborough, and was preſent at the battle of 
Oudenarde. The ſame year, he was made one of the'gentle. 
men of the king's bed- chamber. In this ſituation he cot. 
nued a conſiderable time, and then quitted Berlin, in conſe- 
quence of ſome harſh words which were ſpoken to him by 
the king. He then went to Brunſwick, Zell, and Hanover 
where he was introduced to the princeſs Sophia, mother to 
king George the Firſt, by whom he was extremely well u. 

. ceived, and of whom he expreſſes himſelf in the followitg 
terms: This princeſs, though ſhe was full fourſcore when | 
was at Hanover, laboured under none of thoſe infirmites 

© which one would think to be inſeparable from ſo greatin 

© age. She was really a prodigy for vivacity and memory: 
She ſpoke French, Engliſh, and Italian, as well a her me 
ther tongue; and had, moreover, a wonderful juſt way 
„thinking, which ſhe had taken the pains to cultivate If 
great reading.” At Hanover, however, Pollnitz engaged 
too Tunes in gaming, by which he * himſelf _— 


249. 
many general officers; and perſons of diſtinction Onan, 
belonging co nn FRO wee en entered FN D. 


wma 
OS, but he afterwards went to France, where he was in- 
troduted to the court at Verſailles, and was much diſtinguiſhed = 
by Lewis XIV. who ſaid, That of all the foreigners who 
« had been introduced to him, nobody had ſaluted him with a 
better grace, and a more eaſy air, than the margrave of 
i Anſpach, and the baron de Pollnitz., _ * | 
At Paris Pollnitz lived i in a very gay and expenſive. manner, 
gamed much, and engaged i in intrigues, and at length the con- 
ſequences of his ,extravagances obliged him to quit France, 
ind he returned to Berlin. But Frederick Wiliam having 
zov aſcended the throne of Pruſſia, there was ſo little ſplendor 
in that court, that Pollnitz was ſoon diſguſted with it; and 
having no proſpect of preferment, he again returned to Paris. 
He ftaid there for ſome time, then went back again to Ger- 
many, and in vain ſolicited ſome court preferment at Berlin, 
ifter which he travelled into Poland. In 1714, he was again 
in France, and was preſent when Lewis XIV. gave audience. 
to the Perſian ambaſſador, He involved himſelf in farther, 
dificulties by his extrayagancies at Paris, but at length ob- 
tined a penſion from the French court of 2000 livres, though, 
of this he was deprived after the acceſſion, of Lewis XV. 
About this time he embraced the Roman Catholic . 
ther which he travelled into ſeveral other countries, and met 
vith a variety of adventures, being often extremely diſtreſſed, 
for want of money. His eſtate was much involved, and he 
dee formed a deſign of endeavouring to retrieve his circum- 
lances, by entering into holy orders; though the general 
tenor of his life ſeems to have been very unſuitable to that 
profeſſion, As he viſited moſt of the courts and cities of 
Europe, he wrote an account of his travels in the French lan- 
zunge, in the form of letters, which are very entertaining, 
dad have been extremely well received. They were tranſlated 
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are. the ſame hall, but by another door, and * 
Wu p. themſelves on each ſide of the throne; oppoſite 
1741. to the Sileſian nobility and een 


into Engliſh, and the third edition was publiſhed, in 61 
volumes, 12mo. in 1745, under, the title of © Memairs of 
Charles Lewis, Baron de Pollnitz. He met with but little 
countenance at the court of Pruſſia, during the reign of Fre 
derick William; but after the acceſſion of Frederick III. he 
was received into favour, made one of the king's $ oy 
lains, and frequently admitted to his convivial 

From what Voltaire ſays of Pollnitz, it ſeems as 1 he ha 
changed his religion more than once ; and he repreſents the 
king as apt to be very ſatirical with him, upon that cirem. 
ſtance, and on account of his morals. It. is well known, 
ſays Voltaire, how much muſt be borne from kings; but 
© Frederick was too free in the abuſe of his prerogative. All 
© ſociety has its laws, except the ſociety of the Lion and the 


© Lamb. Frederick continually failed in the firſt of thek 


* laws; which is, to ſay nothing diſobliging | of a any of the 
company. He often uſed to aſk his chamberlain Pollnits, if 
« he would not willingly change his religion a fourth tine, 
and offer to pay a hundred crowns down for his conver- 
« fion. * Good God, my dear Pollnitz,” he would lay, 
« 1 have forgotten the name of that perſon at the Hague, 
« whom you cheated by ſelling him baſe for pure filyer; let 

«« me beg of you to aſſiſt my memory a little.” He treated 
© poor D' Argens in much the ſame way; and yet theſe two 
victims remained. Pollnitz, having waſted his fortune, ms 
„ obliged to ſwallow ſerpents for bread, and bad no other 


© food; and D'Argens had no property in the world, but bi, 


© Jewiſh Letters, and his wife, called Cochois, a bad provit- 
« cial actreſs, and fo ugly ſhe could get no employment at a 
© trade, though ſhe practiſed ſeveral.” Memoirs of the Lift f 
P oltaire, a written by himſelf, p. 143, 144 
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Asobr noon, the king hinifelf proceeded to og 

the ſtate-Houſe, in a Phaeton, ſuch as ke fre- x 5. 

quently uſed in the field, and which was draw * 1741. 
by eight horſes. He was in his uniform, w hich 
was ſome u bat the 'worſe for wear, and his hair, 
a5 uſual, was negligently drefſed. In this mar- 
tial attire Frederick ſeated himſelf on (the f throne. 
The prince of Pruſſia, and the other | princes of 
the blood, placed themſelves around him. Mare- 
chal Schwerin ſtood on his right hand, and was 
to have borne the ſword of ſtate, but that was 
forgotten, This omiſſion the king ſupplied, by 


drawing his own ſword, and putting it into the 


ou i marechal's hand. 

Al Count Podew ills, who ſtood on the fekt hand 

7 of the king, then made a ſpeech,” in which he : 
the acquainted the aſſembly with the motives, which 

d induced his majeſty to convoke that meet- 


ing; and he exhorted the Silefians, that they 
would with their hearts, as well as with their 
lips, ſwear allegiance to their new lord, and 


« 


i {Wovcrcign duke. He aſſured them, in | the king's 
ame, that his majeſty would ever regard them 
ich the affection of a father ; that he would 
* continually afford them all poſſible aid and pro- 
Metin ; and that he ſhould look on every day of 
ris Yb is life as loſt, in which he did not give them 
ky ſome freſh mark of his royal munificence. M. 


Vockerodt then read the oath. of allegiance, 
-- *Wv ich the deputies, and all the nobility, repeated 
vt Vo. I. M with 
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| Cas. with.a loud voice. While this was reading, the 

2 king fat, and was covered; but when the deck. 

1741. ration was making in his name, he ſtood, and 
as uncovered. When the oath was over, every 


one in his rank advanced to the throne, laid hi 
hand upon the Bible, and kiſſed the hilt of the 
king's ſword, in token of inviolable fidelity, 
Count Podewills then concluded the ceremony 
with a ſhort complimentary ſpeech, which he 
made in the king's name, to the whole body of 
Sileſians; acquainting them with the great ſatis- 
faction which the concluſion of this important 


| buſineſs gave to his majeſty ; and again aſſuring 


them of his protection, and of the full enjoy- 
ment of all their antient rights and privilege, 
This ſpeech was received with loud acclam- 
tions; © long live the king of Pruſſia, long live 
our ſovereign lord,” reſounded from every part 
of the aſſembly ; which Frederick anſwered with 
a bow; and, deſcending from the throne, was 
attended by the whole aſſembly to his carriage“. 

ArrrR the concluſion of this ceremony, 4 
ſumptuous dinner was given by the king, to 
which all perſons of rank were invited. When 
the deſert appeared, ſilver diſhes were allo 
brought, filled with gold and filver medals 
{truck for the occaſion ; and to every perſon v 
preſented one gold and two filver medals. In 


9 Letters, vol. I. p. 7077» 
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the evening the King gave a grand maſquerade Cn. 
ball, and a magnificent ſupper. The whole city . 


of Breſlaw was illuminated ; and even the Jeſuits, 


1941: 


Carmelites, and Capuchins, were at conſiderable 


expence in the illumination of their monaſte- 
ries s. The king ſet out for Berlin: a, few days 
after, where he was received with great joy by 
the inhabitants. He left count Munchow, one 
of his generals, to preſide over the government 


and revenues of Sileſia [VI. oo 
URING 


99 Letters, vol. I. p. 76, 77. 

Iv] Voltaire, ſpeaking of the king of Prata conqueſt 
of Sileſia, ſays, < He has written the hiſtory of that conqueſt, 
and he ſhewed me the whole of it. Here follows one of 
* the curious paragraphs, in the introduction to theſe annals, 
which I, in preference, carefully tranſcribed, as a thing 


' © unique in its kind. Add to the foregoing conſiderations, 
« I had troops entirely prepared to act; this, the fulneſs of 


my treaſury, and the vivacity of my character, were the 
« reaſons why I made war upon Maria Thereſa, queen of 
Bohemia and Hungary.” And a few lines after, he has 
* theſe very words: © Ambition, intereſt, and a defire to 
* make the world ſpeak of me, vanquiſhed all, and war was 
determined on.“ 

EFrom the time that conquerors, or fiery ſpirits that would 
* be conquerors, firſt were, to the preſent hour, I believe he 
is the only one who has ever done himſelf thus much 


* juſtice. Never man, perhaps, felt reaſon more forcibly, or 
* likened more attentively to his paſſions; but this mixture 


of a philoſophic mind, and a diſorderly i W have 
ever compoſed his character. 
* It is much to be regretted, that I prevailed on him to 
* omit theſe paſſages, when I afterwards corrected his works; 
M 2 a con- 
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Car. 


V. 
1741. 


' MEMOTRS” OF PREDERICK,'- * 
Donixs the time that the king of Pruſſia pay 
employed in making himſelf maſter of Sileſia, 
the affairs of the queen of Hungary were in many 


y—"reſpets in a ſituation extremely critical, /$he 


had been crowned at Prefburgh on the 24th of 
June, 1741; but the elector of Bavaria refuſed 
to acknowledge her as queen of Hungary and 
Bohemia; alleging his own pretenſions to'both 
thoſe countries, by virtue of a clauſe in the will 
of the emperor Ferdinand 1. Cardinal Fleur, 
who was at this time prime miniſter of France, 
was deſirous of maintaining the pragmatic fanc. 
tion, and of preſerving the peace of Europe; 
but, by the influence of the count de Belleifle, 
and his brother, in the French councils, it was 
determined to ſupport the claims of the eledtor 
of Bavaria; in order to leſſen the power of the 
houſe of Auſtria; and in this ſcheme the cardi- 
nal, who was in his eighty-fifth year, was at 
length prevailed upon to concur, It was pro- 
poſed to ſend a numerous body of French-troops 
into Germany, who, in conjunction with-the 
Bavarian troops, ſhould ſeize upon Auſtria, Bo- 
hemia, and the fineſt provinces of the queen of 


| | 
© a confeſſion ſo uncommon, ſhould have paſſed don to poſe- 
< rity; and have ſerved to ſhew upon what motives: the gene- 
* ralty of wars are founded. We authors, pdets; hiſtorians, 
and academician declaimers, .celebrate theſe” fine exploits; 


but here is a monarch who performs and condemns:tien. 
Memoirs, ut ſupra, p. 52—5 3.5 
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IGs 


Hungary; And beſides ſupporting the claims of Czar. 
the elector of Bavaria to the Auſtrian ſucceſſion, a, 
he was alſo, by the intrigues of France, to be 174. 


raiſed to the imperial throne... The count de 
Belleiſle was accordingly. advanced to the rank 
of marechal, and ſent into Germany in the double 
capacity of ambaſſador and general. He con- 
cluded a treaty with the elector of Bavaria at 
Nymphenburg, by which the French king en- 
gaged to aſſiſt that prince with his whole force, 
in order to raiſe him to the imperial throne; 
and the elector, on his part, promiſed, that, 
after his elevation, he would never attempt to 
recover any of the towns or provinces af the 
empire, which the French ſhould have conquered; 


that he would, in his imperial capacity, renounce 
the barrier treaty, and agree, that France might . 


retain irrevocably whatever places ſhould: be re- 
duced by her arms in the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
The count de Bellezfle alſo concluded a treaty 


between Lewis XV. and the king of Pruſſia, in 
which it was ſtipulated, that the elector of Bava- 


na, together with the imperial crown, ſhould 
poſſeſs Bohemia, Upper Auſtria, and the country 
of Tirol; that Auguſtus III. king of Poland, 
and elector of Saxony, ſhould be gratified with 
Moravia and Upper Sileſia ; ang that his Pruſſian 
majeſty thould retain Lower Sileſia, with the 
dun of Neiſs, and county of Glatz. 


* HiR. of Modern Europe, vol. V. P. 72. 
| M3. . 
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"OM theſe treaties were dont hn che elec. 
brof Bavaria, being joined by the French forces, 
entered Auſtria without oppoſition, and' imme. 
diately made himſelf maſter of the imperial city 
of Paſſau, which ſeparated Upper Auſtria from 
Bavaria. He then marched into Lintz, the 
capital of Upper Auſtria, and there received the 
homage of the ſtates of that country. From 
thence ſeveral detachments of his troops ad. 
vanced within three leagues of Vienna, the'inha- 
bitants of which expected to. be beſieged, and 


began to make preparations for their defence, 


One of the ſuburbs was almoſt totally pulled 


down, together with a palace that was near the 


fortifications ; and the Danube was covered with 


- a multitude of boats, which conveyed the moſt 
valuable effects of the inhabizants to places of 


greater ſafety. The elector of Bavaria proceeded 
fo far, as to ſend a ſummons of ſurrender to 
count Kevenhuller, who was then governor 
Vienna“. 

IN this diſtreſsful en of wa affairs, the 
queen of Hungary had expected ſome powerful 
aſſiſtance from the king of Great Britain, who 
had profeſſed his deſire to ſupport the houſe of 
Auftria, and who had raiſed a conſiderable bod) 


of troops for that purpoſe. The parliament of 
England had alſo voted three hundred thouſand 


* Voltaire's Age of Lewis XV, ch. 6. 


bons. 


* 
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ec. Wl pounds, for the ſervice of the queen of Hungai 
es, WH But a French army having been ſent into We WA. *. 1 
ne. Wl phalia, under the command of marechal Maille- : — | 
ity WY bois, his Britannick majefly was ſo apprehenſive 

om WW for the ſafety of his electoral dominions, that he 

the WI ſigned a treaty of neutrality, and even engaged 

the Wl to vote for the elector of Bavaria, at F the enſuing 

om election of an emperor. 

ad- Tur queen of Hungary now EVE" aban- 

ha- doned by her allies, and devoted to deſtruction; 

and but her courage did not forſake her. She left 

act. the care of her affairs at Vienna to her huſband / 

led i and her generals, and | retired to Preſburgh ; 

the WY where, having aſſembled the ſtates of Hungary, 

1 ſhe appeared before them with her eldeſt ſon, 
not vet an infant, in her arms, and addreſſed them 
sein a pathetic ſpeech, in the Latin language, to 
ded the following purport: Abandoned by my 
friends, perſecuted by my enemies, and at- 

* tacked by my neareſt relations, I have no other 

* reſource but in your fidelity and valour, and 
in my own perſeverance. I deliver into your 
hands the daughter and ſon of your kings, 
* whoſe ſafety depends on your conduct.“ Af. 
fected and animated by this addreſs to them, the 
Hungarians drew their. ſabres; and cried out 
with one voice, Moriamur pro naſtro rege Maria 
Thereſa; Let us die in the defence of our king 
Maria Thereſa. * They always,“ ſays Voltaire, 
give the title of king to their queen: in fact, 


M 4 | no 
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© no princeſs e ever better deſerved tha title, 


1% The Hungarian ſtates publiſhed , a manifeſto 
that: againſt the elector of Bavaria; and, by a | ſolemn 
| gene act, they perpetually excluded him and his poſte. 


rity from the throne of Hungary. | 

Is the mean time, the king of Pruſſia detached 
ten thouſand men, from his army in. Silelia, to 
join the French and Bavarian forces. But the 
Hungarian nobility were now in arms; and the 
money which had been voted by the parliamvne 
of England, and which was now remitted to thi 
queen of Hungary, was extremely beneficial to 
her affairs, by enabling her to pay her army, 
erect magazines, and complete her warlike pre- 
parations. Count Palfy, an old Hungarian no- 
bleman, whom the queen honoured with the 
name of father, marched to the relief of Vienna 
with thirty thouſand men. The garriſon of 
that city being thereby ſtrongly reinforced, the 
elector of Bavaria quitted his deſign of beſieging 
it, and marched into Bohemia. Being there 
joined by twenty thouſand Saxons, he laid ſiege 
to Prague. The place was ſtormed, and taken 
by aſſault, on the 26th of October, by the gal- 
lantry of the famous Maurice count dane [2]; 


Age of Lewis XV. ut ſupra. I. 

[2] Voltaire fays of count SAXE, who. Was . 
Auguſtus II. king of Poland, that This general inherited his 
* father's peculiar ſtrength of body, together with the mild- 
© neſs of his temper, and equal courage; but he poſſeſſed 


much r ferctha- talents for war. His reputation was ſo great, 
* that 
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bo exhibited, on this occaſion, great modera- Cray. 


non and humanity. He not only ſaved the city 
| Wl from being plundered, but protetted the perſons 
of the inhabitants from violence or inſult. The 
tlector of Bavaria now made his public entry 
into Prague, and was crowned king of Bohemia 
in the month of December. The Pruſſians, 
under marechal Schwerin, alſo entered Moravia, 
and made themſelves maſters of Olmutz ; but 
te queen of Hungary's generals, Berenclau and 


manded eight thouſand men, at the paſs of Scar- 
dingen, and opening their way into Bavaria, laid 
the whole country under contribution ; while 
count Kevenhuller retook the city of Lintz, and 


& Wl crove the French troops out of Auſtria, On the 
a Nach day of January following, the elector of 
Xt Wl Bavaria was choſen emperor of Germany, and 
e Nu afterwards crowned at Franckfort on the 
s Wl hine, by the name of Charles the Seventh. 
e but the elevation of this prince to the imperial 
e Gignity was no acceſſion to his felicity: on the 
1 Wi contrary, it was productive of events, by which 


l. tis days were ſhortened and embittered. 


F that the inhabitants had, with one voice, elected him duke 


' of Courland ; but the Ruſſians, who gave laws to the North, 


lad deprived him of that dignity, which the ſuffrage of a 


Mentzel, defeated count Thoring, who com- 


A. D. 
1741. 


' himſelf, however, for his loſs, in the ſervice of France, and 


of 
his WY © whole people had granted to his merit. He comforted 
d- 
td 


ein the agreeable ſociety of that nation, which, as yet, was 


' ſtranger to his many great qualifications.” Age of Lewis 


bat IV. ch. 6, CHAP. 


* 


A. P. 


1 
* 


« The acquiſition of Sileſia procured him an augmentation 0 
L three et i fix hundred thouſand crowng to his 
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CHAP. VI. 


's plendaur of the court of Berlin, after the rem 
of the king from Sileſi a.—Marriage of the prince 


of Pruſſia —The king ſets out from Berlin in the 


midſt of winter, in order to join his army, and 


oppoſe the progreſs of the Auſtrians. — He has ay 


interview with the king Poland. He arrives 


at Prague, and proceeds from thence to Glatz in 


Bobemia, and afterwards to Olmutz, the capild 
e Moravia.—The town of Iglau taken by prince 
. Thierry of Anhalt Deſſau.— Frederick makes 
himſelf maſter of Znaym.-— Abandons Olmutz, 


end retreats out of Moravia.— Ile defeats the 
Auſtrian army, under the command of prince 


Charles of Lorrain, at Czaſlau, in Bohemia— 


Concludes a peace with the queen of Hungary, 
He returns to Berlin. Difficulties to which the 
French are reduced, after Frederick bad en. 
cluded a ſeparate peace with the court of View, 


be aiftreſsful ſituation of the emperor, 


FTER the return of the king of Pruſſ 
from the conqueſt of Sileſia [a], his coun 


2 Berlin, at the commencement of the year 174% 


was 


fa] W of the conqueſt of Sileſia, — 


1 
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was extremely ſplendid. Since Chriſtmas,” Cuar. 


ſays Bielfeld, Berlin has been crowded with 
« ſtrangers of the firſt rank; among whom are 


thing that could poſſibly” contribute to their 
entertainment, during their reſidence in this 
city, has been done by his'majeſly's command. 
' Every day was diſtinguiſhed, either by ſome 
royal feaſt, or ſome new kind of diverſion.” 
On the 6th of January, the king's eldeſt bro- 


married to the princeſs Louiſa Amelia, daughter 
of the duke of Brunſwick Wolfenbuttel; and 
their nuptials were celebrated with great magnifi- 
cence. The king himſelf attended this ceremony, 
in a dreſs unuſually gay, and which is thus de- 
rribed by Bielfeld. His majeſty's coat was 
' of a ſilver ſtuff, with a ſhoulder knot, but the 
' waiſtcoat and facings were of a gold and ſilver 
brocade; all theſe were heightened: by the 
' yellow ribband, and the ſtar; and gave this 


graceful an air, that I could not have refrained 
from loying "oo nag he had been a 


14 The TX TEE of this money was ——_—_ in the in- 
creaſe of his army. It then conſiſted of one hundred and 
fix battalions, and of one hundred and ninety-one ſquadrons, 
of which fixty were huſſars.“ Hiſt, de Mon Tempe, ubj 
pra, p. 215. 244 wed | 

Letters, vol. L p. 99. 


2 danger. 


ther, William Auguſtus, prince of Pruſſia, was 


VI. 
A. D. 


1742. 


reckoned fourteen. ſovereign princes. Every 


monarch, in my eyes, ſo young, ſo gay and 
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| Ve l ranges . I had been the 4. 
houſe of Brandenburgh, as well as of other Ger, 
GP, man courts, for ſome courtier ta preſent any 
nen- married princeſs, on the day aſter her nup⸗ 
tials, with a crown of flowers ; and to addreſs, 
at the ſame time, a ſhort oration-to the bride, 
relative to the ſtate into which ſhe had juſt en- 
tered. . On this occaſion this ceremony was per. 
formed, .and the coronary oration pronounced, 
by the king's command, in the preſence of the 

whole court, by baron Bielfeld [B]. 

Bur the king of Pruſſia was not long occupied 
in theſe ceremonies, and in theſe pacific amuſe- 
ments. He ſoon engaged in employments of a 
very different nature, and more ſuited to his 

active, enterprizing, and warlike character. The 
French and Bavarians, at the cloſe of the pre- 
veding year, had the mortificat ion to fee all the 
Places of ſtrength, which they had conquered in 
Auſtria, retaken by count Kevenhuller. That 
Auſtrian general alſo ravaged Bavaria, and made 
himſelf maſter of Munich, the capital of that 
electorate. The king of Pruſſia, therefore, 
thought it neceſſary that he ſhould immediate! 
exert himſelf, in order to oppoſe the progreſs o 
the Auſtrians. Accordingly, he ſet aut from 
Berlin on the 18th of January, and lodged that 


= Letters, ek; FE: P- 98. | | 
Le] Bieffeld's oration on this occaſion 5 primed in bi 
Letters, vol, I. p. 110—116, | 


night 
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wy 


„cr at Elſterwerda, a houſe” belonging 10 tht c 


„ung of Poland, about fix leagues from Dreſden “. 


he arrived about noon. . | 

Soon after his arrival, Frederick held : a con- 
bronce with count Bruhl, count Saxe, M. de 
Valori, M. Deſaleur, and count Rutowſki. He 
explained to them his intended military opera- 
tions; and with this view he had a map of Mo- 


Poland entered the chamber in which the king 
of Pruſſia, count Bruhl, and the others, were 
embled * After mutual civilities had paſſed 
between the two monarchs; Frederick was de- 
frous of communicating to the King of Poland 
the manner in which he intended to employ: his 
uoops. But count Brühl, Frederick hithſelf in- 
forms us, © had immediately folded up the map 
' of Moravia. The king of Pruſſia te-demanded 


jeſty became a kind of itinerant ſtage doctor, 
 Giſplaying his merchandize to the beſt of his 
' ability, He particularly inſiſted, that the King 
'of Poland never could poſits MontVItTe), if 
Ye 
King of Prufſia's Campaigns, written by an 6 08 tranſ- 
ned from the Frenoll, p. 3. Lond. 12m. 1763. 
* Hilt. de Mon Temps, tome I. p. 225. . 
le] The king of Poland, as elector of Saxony, had been 


wiuced to enter into a private treaty of alliance with France 
and 


mia, on which he pointed out the plan of the 
ampaign. During the conference, the king of 


' this map. It was again opened; and his na- 


J. 
A. B. 


He ſet out the next morning for Oye wherd 1742. 
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Cr. — not give himſelf the trouble of taking 


A. D. 


* It. Auguſtus anſwered yes to every thing, 


* * with an apparent conviction, but in a manner 


that implied ſomewhat of wearineſs. Count 
© Bruhl, whom this converſation rendered im- 
patient, interrupted it, by announcing to hit 
* maſter that the opera was going to begin. 
© The conquering of ten kingdoms,” ſays Fre. 
derick, would not have detained the king of 


Poland a minute longer. To the opera; there. 


© fore, they went; and the king of Pruſſia ob. 
« tained, in ſpite of all opponents, a final reſo: 
© lution, It was neceſſary to cut proceedings 
© ſhort; like a city taken by afſault. There were 
no other means of ſucceeding at this coun, 


The next day, at ſix in the morning, the king 
of Pruſſia invited to come to him father Gua- 


« rin}, who was at once a kind of favourite, 
© miniſter, buffoon, and confeſſor. The king 
© ſpoke in ſuch a manner as to perſuade him, 
© that he was particularly deſirous of ſucceeding 
© by his intervention. The cunning of the In- 
© lian was the dupe of his pride, Father Gua- 
© rini quitted the king of Pruſſia, and went to 
© Auguſtus, whom he confirmed in the reſolu- 
© tion that he had taken /. 


. — AA... f * 


4 Pruſſia, aber cie iden that he ſhould thereby be rendered 
maſter of Moravia. 


7 Ibid, p. 226, 227. 
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7 FREDERICK having thus prevailed on the-king 972755 
of Poland to concur in his deſigns, proceeded A. B. 
on his march the ſame day, and on the 21ſt 1742. 
arrived at Prague, where he had an interview — 
with the count of Bavaria, and the French gene- 
rals. It was in vain that he endeavoured to 
couſe the inactivity of marechal Broglio. But 
he immediately concerted with M. de Sechelles 
the means of furniſhing ſubſiſtence to the Saxon 
troops. Sechelles told the king, that © impoſ- | 
ſibilities ſhould become poſſible; a ſentence, 
ſays Frederick, * which ought to be written in 
letters of gold over the office- doors of all 
© army=contractors. Sechelles did not ſatisfy | 
© himſelf. with ſaying. this. He ivy all 
that he promiſed *,* 

' From Prague Frederick 1 to old 
Boleſla, from thence to Konigſgratz, and on the 
24th of the month he arrived at GLarz, a.town 
in Bohemia, which had before ſubmitted to the 
Pruſſian arms ; but it had a ſtrong fortreſs, to „ 
which the garriſon retired, and who made a vigo- 
rous defence. After the king's arrival, he was 
informed, that the counteſs of Grunn, who was 
married to a lieutenant-colonel of the garriſon, 
had made a vow, before the town ſurrendered, 
„dat in caſe the blockade of it ſhould be ſoon 
od MY niſed, ſhe would preſent a fine ſuit of cloaths 


— 4 


* Hiſt, de Mon Temps, ut ſupra. 


9s 


* 


SS 
2 


to the Madonna of the fefufts- Frederic 
therefore, int ötder to ſnicw that His reſpect for 
the Virgin was tt6r inferior to that. of the coutiteſs 
bought as many yards of the neſt Ruff he could 
procure, as was neceſſary to make à large robe 
for the Virgin; and ſent # meſſage to the con- 
vent of Jeſuits, acquainting them, that being in- 
formed of the fruitleſs vow which had been made 
by the countefs, and Knowing his men bettet 
than ſhe, he did not intend that our Lady ſhould 
be a lofer ; ahd; therefore; offered her in reality 
what madam de Grunn had promiſed her in 
vain. The Jefuirs were charmed with this mark 
of piety in the king; and came, -in great for- 
trrality, to return his "majeſty thanks, for this 


teſtimony of his favour to them, and of his de- 


votion to the Vitgin 9. 

Ar Glatz the king was joined by his brother 
prince Henry, and fuch of his retinue as had not 
attended him when he left Berlin. He ſet out, 


on the twenty flxth of the month, for Landſcron, 
through the ice and ſnow which then covered 


the formidable chain of mountains between Mo- 
ravia and Bavaria. At Landſcron he found the 
count de Saxe, who, at that time, commanded 
the Saxon troops, and the count de Polaſtron, 3 
Heutenant-general of the French army, who had 
come thither to receive” the king's orders, both 


King of Pruftia's Campaigns, ut ſupra, p· 5+ 


Tus THIRD Kino of PRUSSIA. 
of them being to ſerve in the projetted attack of E 


— 


ws 
Lobkowitz at Iglau. 1 5 

Havixo reſted his ttoops one day at Land- Tz. 
don, the king proceeded on che day following 
to Oruvrz, the capital of Moravia. Here he 

was lodged in the caſtle of the count de Lich- 
tenſtein, who was biſhop of Olmurz. He con- | 
tinued there about three days, waiting for the 

rival of ſome troops who were to join him. 

But ſome ceremonies, which were thought neceſ- 

fary to be obſerved in the biſhop's caſtle, being 

not agreeable to Frederick, he removed fo 

thence, and took up his lodgings in the city. 

On the fifth of February, having been joined by 

ſome freſh troops, he quitted Olmutz, and pro- 

eeded to the little town of Wifchaw, The 
following day he fet out, at the head of fout 
tundred huffars, two battalions of grenadiers, 

ad the Glaſenapp battalion of infantry. In the 

tourſe of this day's march he was joined by the 

ſecond battalion of the regiment of Schwerin ; 

ad in the evening arrived at the village of 
ſedowitz. This place is ſo ſurrounded with 

nugged mountains, that it is difficult either to 

get in or out of it. It being but an inconſider- 

able village, and the weather extremely ſevere, 

the King lodged his huſſars at a neighbouring 

aſtle, and cauſed his grenadiers to march a 

legue farther, The battalion of Glaſenapp was 

Uſo obliged to take other quarters; ſo that the 


Vor. I. N king 


* 
5 - = 4 : : * : * — 5 G : 4 ; | 1 7 5 
b \ JON nd - = a p rt I «> r 88 — 1% * 5, Ep oby- WW 14 \ 
— . Leto ao a5 or Bs ot CG 


_— 


7 — . - - * 
* Io F _ >» v* Se bl Nos. © 1 * 8 
1 8 . Ws 4 * 
— — = 1 
» vs - 4 CRIES 402 = * 
8 — — 


e ee e 


* mes * 


178 


2 
* 


1742 


distant. The reſt, of the Pruſſian regiments 


| than Back leagues being one continued defile, be- 


of the way on foot : and the ſoldiers were greatly 
animated by obſerving the perſonal fatigue which Wil . 


„ MEMOIRS, or FREDERICK, 


king, remained alone with the . regiment, of 
Schwerin, expoſed to the incurſions of the gat. F 
riſon of Brunn, which was only two. leagues 


both of horſe apd foot, were cantoned as near as Wl gf 
poſſible, i in order to be ready to Joins, if eircun. 


ſtances ſhould render i it neceſſary. . 4 
Tux next morning Frederick again Mack] i 


with his forces, and proceeded from Jedowitz to 
Gourein. This day's march continued ten hours, 
and was extremely fatiguing :, the road for more 


tween two dreadful precipices, through which a 
broad waggon could ſcarcely paſs. Three men 
only could march in front ; and the ice made 
the roads ſo lippery, that the feet of the. ſoldiers, 
at every ſtep, ſeemed to go backwards rather 
than forwards. The cannon were with great 
difficulty drawn through this paſs; and many 
accidents retarded the progreſs, of the troops. 
But Frederick himſelf marched the greateſt par 


the king underwent, and the ſpirit and chearful- Wl . 


neſs which he diſplayed % Parties of Auſtrian 
huſſars often ee e and approached the Bl 


Pruſſians; but no attempt was made to Attack 


| them. | 


. Ling of Pruflia's Campaigns, p. 11. 
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os the fourteenth of the ſame month, the CAA. 
king detached eighteen battalions of foot, four- * 4 
ren ſquadrons of dragoons, and two thouſand 1742. 
light horſe, under the command of prince Thierry 9 
of Anhalt Deſſau, to make an attempt upon the 
own of IcLau. The troops ſent upon this 
expedition conſiſted partly of Pruſſians, and 
partly of Saxons; and on the day following the 
town was taken, and prince Thierry garriſoned 
it with Saxon troops. Four days after, the king, 
limſelf arrived at ZxayM, a frontier town of 
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Moravia, of which he made himſelf maſter, and 6 
n which he found ſome proviſions, old cannon, | Y 
and a great quantity of ball". | 3 0 

In March, prince Thierry made himſelf maſter Y 
the town and caſtle, of GozpixG, on the fron- = 
ters of Hungary; and the king detached major- x 
general de Poſadowſki, and colonel de Schmettau, 5 
ith three battalions of foot, and two thouſand 5 
horſe, to ſcour the country round Vienna, and 1 
w raiſe. contributions. Heavy contributions 9 
rere, indeed, levied by the king of Pruſſia on "i 
the Auſtrian inhabitants of theſe countries in the 3 
courſe of his progreſs '* ; and they ſometimes 1 
experienced conſiderable evils even from the 4 
Auſtrian troops, though they ſuffered ſtill greater 

King of Pruſſia's Campaigns, p. 15, 18. 1 2 

u Campaigns of the King of Pruſſia, ut fupra, p. 19. = 
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was preſent in the Pruſſian camp, at the time when the Auſtti 
ans expected chat che ſiege of Brunn was about to commence, 

ſays, © General Rothe, at that time commandant at Brury, 
endeavoured to prevent, as long as he could, the blockade 
«of that town; for he had begun to burn the villages that 
were neareſt to it, and was proceeding farther as the Saxons 
c approached ; which they did from the 24th-to the 29th of 

March, and conſequently more ſlowly than the king had 
« 'commanded.” We ſaw every evening ſore habitations in 


© flames, and reckoned fifteen; country towns and village, 


© which the enemy had themſelves reduced. ta aſhes.” P. 30, 
Frederick himſelf, ſpeaking. of the fiege of Brunn, and of 
the commandant. of that place, ſays, © The commandant of 
the place was an intelligent man. He ſent" people in di 
« -putſe, to ſet the villages on fire, where the troops were 
„ quartered. There were conflagrations every night. More 

« than ſixteen mall towns, villages, or hamlets, were con- 

puted to have been conſumed by the flames. Three thou- 
« ſand men, of the garriſon of Brunn, one day attacked the 
« regiment of Truſches, i in the village of Lad. This regi- 
„ment defended- itſelf for fe hours with admitable valour 
and conſtancy. The village was burnt, but the enemy 
* were repulſed, without having obtainef the lend ator: 
Hiſt. de Mon, Temps, P. 234. 

Of the cruelties exerciſed by the Prufiians, the following 
paſſage, from the King 7 Praſſia s Campaigns, affords no in- 
conſiderable evidence. © On the 16th of April, we proceeded 
to Hoen-Mauth ; where the king had advice, that the rear- 

guard of the Saxons had been attacked by a detachment 
* from the garriſon of Brunn, and that four companies of the 
count de Koſell's regiment, conymanded by colonel Sedem, 


* had been entirely cut to * except the ona and 


THE THIRD KING or PRUSSIA. 


trenty-fifth of April, the citadel of Glatz, which On gr 
had ſuſtained a long fiege, ſurrendered to the 4 B. 
ams of Frederick. The garriſon, which at che 174% 


beginning of the blockade, had amounted to 


more than fifteen hundred, when it marched out 
conſiſted only of two hundred and ſixty men 
fearing arms, and three hundred ſick; all the 


' reſt being dead, except ſome who had deſerted; 
Thirty-ſix braſs cannon were found in the for- 


treſs, together with ſome mort, and n. 
ſtores“. 

Tus king of Pruſſia was active and alert in 
bis operations againſt the Auſtrians; but many 
circumſtances prevented his obtaining the ſucceſs 
zpainſt them that he deſired. The Auſtrian 


nine private men, who, after a gallant reſiſtance, ſurrens 
* dered priſoners of war. They alſo loſt four pieces of can- 
non. General Jaſmoud, who was marching to their relief, 
„came too late. But becauſe the peaſants had fired upon 
him, and he underſtood that they had aſſiſted in the maſſacre 
' of the Saxons, together with their wives and children, he 
made repriſals on them, and extirpated all the inhabitants, 
* without diſtinction of age or ſex.“ bid. p. 36, 37. The 
crime of which theſe Auſtrian peaſants had been guilty, and 
for which ſo bloody a revenge was taken, was that of joining 
vic the troops of their own nation, in fighting againſt the 
waders of their country. It does not appear even from this 
lation, written by an officer in the Pruſſian ſervice, that 
quarter had been refuſed to ſuch of the Saxons as would throw 
down their arms. 


'? Campaigns of the King of Pruſſia, p. 52, 
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MEMOIRS: OF FREDERICK, 
* ar. army, under the command of prince Charles of 


Lorrain, brother to the grand duke of Tuſcany, 
was very conſiderable; and prince Lobkowitz 


had alſo a large body of Auſtrian forces under 


his command. The French and Saxon generals 
did not readily act in concert with the king of 
Pruſſia; and a jealouſy likewiſe ſubſiſted between 
the French generals, Belleiſle and Broglio, which 
cauſed them not to act with ſufficient vigour 
againſt the Auſtrians. Theſe circumſtances, 
therefore, obliged Frederick to adopt a different 
mode of conduct from that which he had in- 
tended; and as he received certain intelligence, 
that prince Charles of Lorrain, at the head of 
thirty thouſand infantry, and eighteen thouſand 


cavalry, was advancing againſt him, he found it 
neceſſary to abandon Olmutz, and to retreat 


from Moravia. But the Pruffian regiments were 
previouſly ordered to lay the country entirely 
waſte, in order to deprive. the Auſtrian troops 
of ſubſiſtence, if they ſhould endeavour to eſta- 
bliſh themſelves there. = 

Tux retreat of the king of Prufſi was con- 
ſidered as an event of great importance by the 
Auſtrians, as it appeared to afford them an 
opportunity of uniting their whole force againſt 
the French under Belleifle and Broglio. But the 


| Pruflian' monarch, having received a confider- 


able reinforcement under the prince of Anhalt 
Peta, marched to the relief of his allies in 
Bohemia. 


— Kind of füt. 
Bohemia. On the 13th of May, the king Was 


encamped, in a very advantageous ſituation, near 
Chrudim CE. But prince Charles of Lorrain 


le of the camp at Cabin, and the king's - to 
it, the following particulars are related by the author of the 
King of Pruſſia's Campaigns. * The king ſet out for Chrudim 


at eight o'clock in the morning, at the head of the two - 
« battalions of his guards, and marched to the eminence de. 


« ſigned for the general quarters. The weather was extremely 
ne; and the proſpect of the plains and mountains, which 
are ſeen from the top of this eminence, as agreeable as you 


oy 


WM 


A. D. 
1742. 


1 — 


— 


« can poſſibly conceive, This was very charming in itſelf; 


© but what rendered the fight ſtill more brilliant, was, that 


you could perceive columns of infantry and cavalry, coming 


from all quarters, like lines drawn from different points ta 
* reunite in a center, - You know the beauty of our men, and 


the implements of war: yet I may venture to tell you, that | 


' you can ſcarcely form an adequate idea thereof; as I am 

« perſuaded, that the moſt fertile imagination cannot draw to 
« the life a picture ſo .exquiſitely compleat. The columns 
' vere marching from all parts over the plain, and one might 
* ſee them diſtinctly from the general quarters; but as they 
had ſome paſſes and defiles to come through, before they 
could arrive, one would have thought they came out of the 


* heart of the mountains, and the very bowels of the earth. 


* Parturiunt montgs, &c, ſays Horace: hut here, inſtead of the 


* poet's mouſe, you might ſee ſtrong ſtout men, and excellent 
* ſoldiers. Even the king * to be n with ſuch 2 

glorious ſpettacle.” 

© I admired, that day, the manner TROY "wh 
though fatigued, yet not ſatisfied with ſeeing every regimens 
* take its proper place in the camp, made the tour of the 
whole, and took the trouble himſelf to paſt the picquets 

and guards on the left wing, leaving the diſpoſition of thoſe 
on the right to the general prince Leopold.” P. 57,58, 59+ 
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baving alſo marched into Bohemia, Frederic 
reſolved to engage him, before he could form 3 


18 junction with the Auſtrian forces under the com. 
mand of prince Lobkowitz. He, therefore, 


 quitted his camp at Chrudim, and maxched, on 


| the fifteenth of the month, towards CzASiav, 


On the ſeventeenth, at four in the morning, the 
king ſet off to join prince Leopold. Arriving 
on the heights of Newhoff, the whole Auftrian 
army was diſcovered ; which, during the night, 
had gained Czaſlau, and which was advancing 
in four columns to attack the Pruſſians *. The 
troops were ſcarcely drawn up before the can. 
honade began.  Eighty-two pieces of Pruffian 


artillery kept up a hot fire. Marechal Budden. 
brock had formed his cavalry on a height which 
was in his front, ſo that his right outwinged the 


leſt of prince Charles. He attacked the enemy 


with great impetuoſity, and for ſome time had 


the advantage ; ; but ſome of the Auſtrian ſqua- 
drons fought with ſo much ardour, that the 
Pruſſians gave way, and the Auſtrian buſfars 
penetrated | to the Pruffian camp, a and began to 
plunder the baggage. In the mean time, the 


| Infantry of both armies were cloſely engaged, 


and the Pruſſian infantry fought with ſuch deter- 


mined bravery, that prince Charles of Lorin 
at length found it neceſſary to retreat, and the 


2% Hil, de Mon Temps, p. 249. 


king 
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king of Pruſſia _— * of the gad of Ga 


battle [r]. 


SpEAKING: of this — ich is at 1742. 
called the battle of CzasLav, andiſometimes the 


hattle of CHoTUSIT2Z, the name of a neighbour- 
ing village, Frederick ſays, © The trophies of 
the Pruſſians conſiſted of eighteen pieces of 
cannon, and two pair of colours. They took 
' twelve hundred priſoners. Although this was 
not one of the moſt conſiderable battles, the 
' enemy loſt a great number of officers; and if 
' the killed, priſoners, wounded, and deſerters, 
' are included, the loſs of the Auſtrians may be 
( eſtimated, without exaggeration, at ſeven thou- 


' land men. A number of their ſtandards would 
' likewiſe have been taken, had they not had 


* 


Ir] The author of the King of Prufſia's Campaigns ſays, 
that © the fields before Chotuſitz, and all around it, which had 


' been the ſcene of the moſt bloody part of the battle, were | 
' quite covered with Auſtrian grenadiers, and the beſt of their 


' foot, who had fallen in the action; and the roads, through 
* which they directed their flight, were, in like manner, 
' frewed with their dead, dying, and wounded.” P. 69. 
This writer, ſpeaking of the behaviour of the king in-the 
«tion, ſays, that © during the whole enga t, he main. 
* tained a compoſure and preſence of mind that was truly ad- 
* mirable,” P. 68. The ſame writer alſo ſays of prince 
arles of Lorrain, that · his diſpoſitions for the battle were 
very good; and with regard to his perſonal behaviour, all 
* the army bears him teſtimony, that he yas wheat: proofs 
of uncommon valour. P. 85. 
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* the precaution to leave them in the rear, under 
© the guard of three hundred horſe. The Prif. 
©:fiars/loſt eleven ſtandards,” whichWas' the feſi 
ſurprizing, becauſe" it was the cuſtom of the 


'« -Auſtrianicavalty,' at that time, to fire on hotſe. 


back. It was always beaten, but that did not 


© affailants, The killed of the Pruſſians amounted 


to nine hundred horſe, and ſeven hundred foot! 


Full two thouſand were wounded, The gene- 
© rals Werdeek and Wedel, and the colonels 
Biſmarck, Malzahn, Kortzfleiſch, and Bxitz, 
© gloriouſly loſt their lives on that day; and the 


d troops performed prodigies of valout. The 


* action laſted only three hours . AnAuſtrian 


general, and a lieutenant-colonel, who had been 


wounded in the action, and taken priſoners, 
afterwards dying of their wounds, the king of 
Pruſſia ordered them to be interred with all the 


| horiours and ceremonies due to their military 
rank. Prince Charles of Lorrain returned his 


Pruſſian majeſty thanks, for this mark of reſped- 
ful attention to theſe deceaſed officers; and the 
king's behaviour on this occaſion was extremely 
acceptable to the officers in the Auſtrian ſervice". 
Aer the battle of Czaſlau, the king of Prulba 
95 "a to marec bal Brogiio, to which he 


15 „His. de Mon Temps, p. 130 255.1 
0 King of Pruiſia's Campaigns, p. 79. 


added 
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added the following poſtſcript': I have acquitted FI? 


' myſelf towards my allies, for my troops have 


' buſineſs to avail yourſelf of it immediately, 
' otherwiſe you may have ſomething to anſwer 
for to your allies “.“ It is ſaid, that Broglio 
had long ſuſpected, that the king of Pruſſia 
would not act in ſuch a manner as to promote 
the views of France Co]; and that he had re- 
peatedly written to his court, that © they ought 
to have no reliance upon the king of Pruſſia, 
' who had nothing but his own intereſt in view; 
' and that before long he would be ſeen a 


7 The Private Life of Lewis XV. canlared by Me Juſta- 
mond, vol. II. p. 86. 

o] Frederick himſelf informs us, chat before this period 
he had diſcovered the inſincerity of his French allies. This 


peared when the treaty was negociating with the elector of 


lara. M. de Valori, the French miniſter, was preſſed to 
procure the guarantee of France to that treaty. But the 
french court continued to ſtart difficulties relative to the ceflion 
of the principality of Glatz, and other parts of Upper Sileſia. 
As M. de Valori was ſpeaking to the king of Pruſſia, he acci- 
(entally let a letter fall from his pocket. Frederick, without 
uking any notice, immediately put his foot upon it, and diſ- 
niſled the ambaſſador as ſoon as poſſible. This circumſtance 
[tte king himſelf mentions, in his Hifoire de Mon Temps, p- 191. 
The letter, of which Frederick thus obtained poſſeſſion, was 
from M. Amelot, the French ſecretary for foreign affairs. 

The purport of it was, that Glatz and Upper Sileſia were not 
to be guarantied to Pruſſia, unleſs ſome greater inconvenience 
ould feſult from a refuſal, 


© the 
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ges. "NOIR of the queen of Hungary; or at leaſt 
Fx making peace with her, 'xegardleſs of France 
1742. © and her allies ',' But Broglio's letters met 
2 with no cxedit at Verſailles, becauſe marechal 


Belleiſle, who frequently viſited the Pruſſian 
monarch in his camp, and who ſeems to have 


been amuſed by him, ſtrongly aſſured the French 


court of the firmneſs of his attachment to the 
alliance. Belleiſſe, however, was ſomewhat 
alarmed at the poſtſcript of the king's letter to 


Broglio; and repaired to his camp, in order to 
perſuade him to be firm to their cauſe. - 'Frede- 


rick on this occaſion ſaid to him, * 1 give you 
© notice, that prince Charles is advancing upon 


© marechal Broglio, and that if he does not avail 


* himſelf of the advantage I have had over the 
« prince, I ſhall make my own terms . 


Tas Auſtrians, after their defeat at Czaſlau, 


did not halt till they arrived at the village of 
Habor, three German miles diſtant from the held 
of battte. The king of Pruſſia, ſoon after, en- 
camped his army, very advantageouſly, in the 
neighbourhood of Kuttenberg u] and the Elbe; 


n The Private Life of Lewis XV. tranſlated by Mr. Jofta- 
mor d, vol. II. p. 86. '9 Id. Ibid. 

[=] Of Fredericks camp at KuTTExB8RG, the following 
account is given by the author of the King of | Pruſſia's Can- 
aigns, On the firſt of June our left wing decamped, and 


© marched i in two columns to join the right, which had entered 


© the new camp that morning.— The right wing is covered by 
"Ro * bis 


— 
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at WW but a negociation was about this time ſet on foot: C. 
ce Wl for a ſeparate peace between him and the queen . 
er of Hungary. The pteſent iguation of affaitz, 14: 
al WY ind particularly. the canſequences of the defeat 
an of the Auſtrian army at Czaflau, rendered a 
ve Wl peace en o — court-of nn J "na the 
ch n. 3357S of 
he de inde town of Mala —— 
bear the village of Neſchkaretitz; fo that the extent from 
' wing to wing is three quarters of a German mile. Our 
0 ' front is every where inacceſkible, having alfalong i it moraſſes, 
to ' hollow ways, and very "narrow defites. In the few places 
e- : vhere m enemy might attempt to beat up our quarters, the 
ou king has cauſed ſtrong redonbts to Be built, and well pro- 
' vided with artillery, which render thoſe places as lttle 
« lable to inſult as the reſt. The fight flank is covered allo 
iy morafſes and hollow ways, nit the left by wall rivulets 
he ' and marſhes. In the rear of the "camp there arc numerpus 
bi of prodigious depth; and theſe pirs, which att the re- 
* ' nams of the ſilver mines formerly worked in "this" place, 
' reach from the right wing to the town of Küttenber 15 0 
a. 


' which town, together with a vaſt number of hollow 
covers the rear of our left wing. Before the middle of the 
front, and beyond the moraſſes, there is a wood: of oaks, 
' which begins ax the tp of an emſtience, and reaches all the 
' way down its ſides to theſe moraſſes, the dikes and cauſe- 
' ways whereof are occupied by poſts of infantry. In the 
' wood itſelf is encamped count Hauditz's regiment of huſſars, 
' which defends the entrance into it; and, if puſhied, can fall 
back under the fire of the-poſts of infantry. You will un- 
' derſtand by this deſcription, though imperfe&,' that our 
amp is very ſtrong, and that the ing, by chis poſition, has 
it in his power to accept, or to decline a battle, at His plea- 
' ſure, All the connoiſſeurs admire it, and agree, that the 
" Choice is worthy of its author.“ P. 80, 81, 82. | 
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190 | | MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 
c king of Pruſſia was not averſe to ĩt 05 


AD, til The author of the Private Life of Lewis XV. "Ty 
—. The queen of Hungary had been ſenſible of the neceſſty of 
getting rid of an enemy ſo formidable, from his vicinity, 

© his youth, his activity, his valour, his prudence, and from 

the combination of the ſeveral qualities that conſtitute the 

« general, the politician, and the ſtateſman. She reſolved to 

« give up to him what he had conquered ; ſhe, therefore, 

made propoſals to him, convinced that by this ſacrifice ſhe 

might preſerve the reſt of her dominions, and perhaps re. 

* venge herſelf for her lofſes upon the reſt of her enemies. 

The king of Pruſſia, on his part, was perſectly ſatisfied with 

© obtaining by treaty the fruits of two campaigns, Which he 

« might have loſt again by the fate of arms, and he had no 

hopes of gaining any farther acquiſitions. He foreſaw, that 

© the burthen of the war would in a ſhort time fall entirely 

upon him. The emperor's troops, which were commanded 

* by bad generals, and were feeble in themſelyes, were ſub. 

* liſted only by the money of France, and would neceſſarily 

« diſperſe whenever that ſhould fail; which it muſt ſoon do. 

The Saxons had given no proofs of great bravery," and had 

been of no uſe. When the firſt fire of the, French was once 

« extinguiſhed, it was to be apprehended that their army, 

© being at a diſtance from home, would grow diſheartened, 

© would dwindle for want of recruits, would diſband itſelf, 

© or periſh for want. Prudence required him to preyent al 

© theſe misfortunes, and even to affect a moderation, which. | 

is always becoming to conquerors, and to aggrandize his 

« dominions while he ſpared the blood of his ſubjects. He 

© was not reſtrained by his engagements with his allies; he 

4 | ©. had begun the war ſingly, and had made his conqueſts him- 
. © ſelf; he, therefore, thought himſelf entitled to ſecure them; 
© he conſidered himſelf as having done enough for his allies, | 

© in having aſſiſted their ſeveral invaſions by the powerful 
* diverſions he bad made.“ Vol. II. p. 84, 85. 
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nick and prince Charles of Lorrain had a private r 
merview ” 3, and the eatf of Hyndford, awmbaſs * 5 
ndor from the court of · Great Britain, who, was 374% 
preſent, in the Pruſſian camp. endeavoured ta. 
trilitate the negociation. That nobleman was, 
indeed, veſted, by: her Hungarian majeſty, with 
full powers to treat with the bannen“ 
A treaty was at length concluded at Breſlaw 
the 11th of June, by which the queen, of — 

ary ceded to the king of Pruſſia not only the 
Upper and Lower Sileſia, excepting the dughies 
of Jagerndorff, Teſchen, and Troppau; but alſo 
the principality of Glatz in Bohemia. The king 
Pruſſia charged himſelf with the payment of 
the ſums lent, by the merchants, of London, to 
the late emperor, on the Sileſian. revenues. He 
likewiſe engaged to obſerye a ſtrift neutrality 
bring the war, and to withdraw his forces from 
Bohemia in fifteen days after the ratification. of 
de treaty, in which were comprehended the 
ing of Great Britain, elector of Hanover, the 
czarina, the king of Denmark, the States-Gene⸗ 
nl, the houſe af Wolfenbuttel, and the king of 
Poland, elector of Saxony, on certain if 
phich were ee 


by 


EBEESSASRESEFFASEERTEE PROSSSSSST 


ff T 4 f w# 


22 


m- Memoirs of Frederick III. King of Pruſſia, p. 63. 
* Smollet*'s Hiſt. of England from the Revolutior, 5 + 


* lied as a Continuation of Hume, vol. III. p. 78. 8 8 Vo. 6 | 2 
1785. * > 
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Wnen every thing relative to che treaty of 
I Breflaw was concluded; the king of Pruſty 


7. quitted his camp at Kuttenberg, and ſet out for 


Koningſgratz, where he arrived on the 26th of 
the month. Beſides his ordinary retinue, he 
was accompanied by the princes his brotheny 
and by prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick. 
paſſed a night at Koningſgratz, he proceeded the 
next day to Glatz, where he examined the'forti. 
fications, and gave directions for the erection of 
| ſome additional works. On the'twenty-«ninth 
he arrived at Neifs, where alſo he ordered ſome 
new fortifications to be erected. On the third 
of July, he came to Breſſaw, where he was pre- 
ſent, two days after, at a numerous aſſembly, in 
the palace of the biſhop, cardinal Zinzendorf 
A grand ball was given by the cardinal on the 
ſeventh, at which the king was preſent ; and the 
following day he attended at the cathedral, where 

a ſermon was preached by the cardinal himſelf 
He fet out the next morning for Great Glogau, 
from whence he proceeded to Franckfort on the 
Oder, and on the 12th of the month, about 
noon, he arrived at Berlin, where he was te- 
ceived by his ſubjects with great joy, and with 
loud acclamations . A treaty of mutual defence 
and n was afterwards concluded between 


2 King of Pruſſia's oa 0 P- 93- 
22 Ibid. p. 94—102, 


the 
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ehe king of Great Britain and the king of Pruſ- c 

m 62; and which was ratified on, the part of the : -4 
former at Whitehall, on the eighteenth *. No- 1742. 
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of WI 1ember, 1742. — 1 
he WY Som time before this Frederick mtg Jetter : i 
ns, Yo cardinal Fleuty, in which are: the following bi 
ing Wl eeſlages © * It is known to you, that, fince the = 
the WI © commencement of our mutual engagements, I V 3 
tic bave, with inviolable fidelity, promoted all the y | {4 
ia deſigns of the king your maſter. I aſſiſted, } by 
nth WJ by my remonſtrances, in detaching the Saxons 1 
me om the party. of che queen of Hungary. 1 3 
i gve my vote in favour of the elector of Bava- * 5 
re. ra; and ] accelerated his coronation; I aſſiſted . 
: you, with my whote power, in over- awing the 9 


king of England. I brought Denmark over 
ito your intereſts. In ſhoft, by negociations, 
' and by the ſword; I have contributed as much 
s in me lay to ſuſtain the party of my allies; 
' although the effects have never been ſuffici- 

' ently correſpondent to my good wifhes. And 


7 | 6 — by 
: 1 & © 4 4 >F .ut<i + 04 — EI 
$ot- ro oor {EL 3 4 Boden: 


though my. troops, exhauſted by the continual "4 

' ftigues of the campaign of 1741, demanded bn 

' fome repoſe, which ſeemed to be their due, 1 | ® 

vas not deaf to the preſſing ſol icitations of 1 

ace narechal de Belleifle, but employed them in Y 
een Bohemia, there to cover the left wing of the + 
'allres. I did more. To relieve M. de Segur, 7 = 
' Then blocked up in Lintz; my zeal for the 7 
common cauſe wanſported me into Saxony 5 
the ST” Q | < where, . 
ot 
1 


* 
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Cn. Ae, hy importunity, e a 
1 of the king of Poland; that his troops, u 
174. concert with mine, ſhould male a diverſion i; 

© Moravia. They marched to Iglau, from which 

* prince Lobkowitz haſtily retired. This diver- 
ſion muſt have had a deciſive effect, if M. de 
Segur had patiently waited its Conſequences; 

anti if marechal de Broglio had been ſufficienth 

; in force on the Wotawa to ſecond: my efforts, 

But the precipitation of the former, the ſmall 

; © army: of the latter, the want of will in the 

9 | Saxon generals, and finally the want of artillery 

for the ſiege of Brunn [x], rendered this expe- 

dition fruitleſs ;-and obliged: me to quit a pro- 

| «' vince, which the Saxons were to have ,pol- Wil * 

U | ſeſſed, but which they had not the will to con- 
: quer. On my return from Bohemia, I march i 

© againſt prince Charles of Lorrain; whom | Wil © 


[x] Fredetick ſays, that artillery had deen demanded i 0 

the king of Poland, for the fiege of Brunn; but this was re 1 

fuſed, under che pretence of want of money ; though hi ; 

Poliſh majeſty” had lately expended four hundred thouknd 

erowns in the purchaſe of -a large green diamond. When 

De Bulow, who followed the Pruſſian monarch; in quality of a 

Saxon envoy, 'faw him about to. depart from Moravia, « x 

| Which it was ſtipulated, that the kingdom was to be given iv Wl | 
' | 3 the king of Poland, he faid, © But who, fire, then ſhall eon ; 
* my maſter Frederick replied, thirt cron were not to 

be obtained without heavy artillery; and that it was the faul 

of the es if this had. been Sr for che ficge u 
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attacked, that I might fave the city of Pragu * 1 
« which, had he not been defeated, would. have 4 p. 4 : 
been beſieged ; and I purſued him as far as the 9 5 | 1 
* ſubfiſtence, of my army would permit. No I 
« ſooner did I hear that prince Charles had taken . 
© the road to Tabor and Budweis, than I in- \ 
formed marechal de Broglio of this, and ad- by 
t yiſed him to force prince Lobkowitz to re- 1 
' treat, whom he had lately defeated at Sahe, 2 : 
before the prince ſhould be joined by the army 9 
© of the queen of Hungary. M. de Braglio did 1 


' not think proper to take this part; and, in- iN 
© ſtead of returning to Piſeck, where the ground | y h 
* was. favourable, he divided his trpops into dif- 3 
* ferent detachments, You are informed of the i 
* misfortunes - which were the. refult. At pre- 1 
* ſent, Bavaria is cut off from Bohemia, and the x 
* Auſtrians, being maſters of Pilſen, intercept $ 1 
in ſome degree the ſuccours which marecha!l! 
de Broglio might expect from France. Not- 
' withſtanding the promiſes, which the Saxons 
made to Trarechal de Belleiſſe, far ſrum pre- 
* paring to: fulfil theſe; promiſes; and join them- 
ſeclxes to the French, I learn that they are 
" quitting Bohemia, and returning to their elec- 
torate. In this ſituation, in Which the conduct 9 
of the Saxons is more than ſuſpicious, and in 4 
ich nothing is to be hoped for on the, part 
of M. de Harcourt, the future preſents to me 
nothing but a tedious and an endleſs . the 
O 2 * prin- 


p 
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Cn. principal burthen of which would fall wpoi 
"4 me. On one fide, the money of the Englif 
1742. © ſets all Hungary in arms; and on the other 
. by the efforts of the empreſs-queen, her pro- 
© vinces ate productive of nothing but ſoldiers, 
The Hungarians prepare to fall upon Upper 
* Sileſia. The Saxons, ill-diſpoſed as T knoy 


f | 4 them to be, are capable of acting in concert 
0 with the Auſtrians, and of making à diverſion 
F into my hereditary dominions, which at pre. 


; 1 ſent are without defence. Thus does futurity 
þ « preſent the moſt gloomy profpedts;' and in: 
* ſituation thus critical, though with bitterneſs 
© of heart, I ſee myſelf reduced to the neceſſity 
of fleetng from ſhipwreek, and of gaining ar 
© aſylum. If events, fo unfortunate, have obliged 
me to take a part which is juſtified by necel- 
ſity, you will ever find me faithfully fulfilling 
© thoſe engagements, the execution of which 
depends only on myſelf 3.” 
3 ArTR the concluſion of the treaty of Breſtav, 
= - the French generals and troops in Bohemia found 
1 themſelves in the moſt critical ſituation. Being 
now wholly deſerted by the Pruſſtans and Saxon, 
the marechals Belleifle and Broglio abandonel 
their magazines and heavy baggage, and retired 
with precipitation under the cannon of Prague. 
There they encamped themſelves in an advat- 


cageous 
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ugeous ſituation; and prince Charles, being C 


197 


Ms 


joined by the Auſtrian troops under prince Lob- Py 5. 
kowitz, encamped, i in ſight of them, on the hills 1742. 
 Giriſnitz. The grand duke of Tuſcany then 


urired in the Auſtrian army, of which he took. 


the command; and the French generals offered 
vo ſurrender Prague, Egra, and all the other 
places they were in poſſeſſion of in Bohemia, 


provided they were allowed to march off with 


their arms, artillery, and baggage. This pro- 
poſal was rejected by the duke of Tuſcany, and 
Prague was inveſted on all ſides about the end 
of July. The operations of the ſiege were not 
well conducted; but the place was, however, ſo 
efectually blocked up, that famine muſt have 
compelled the French to ſurrender at diſcretion, 
if extraordinary efforts had not been made for 
their relief. In the mean time, the emperor had 
made advances to the queen of Hungary. He 


promiſed, that the French forces ſhould: quit 


Bohemia, and evacuate the empire; and he 
offered to renounce all pretenſions to the kings 
dom of Bohemia, on condition that the Auſtrians 
would reſtore to him his eleRorate of Bavaria; 
but theſe conditions were dec lined by the court 
of Vienna. 

Tur king of France was ſoon made acquainted 
with the condition to which his generals, Belleiſle 


and Broglio, were reduced; upon which he im- 


mediately ſent orders to marechal Maillebois, 
Ws: 'who 
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| Gus: ho commanded His army on the Rhine 6 


58 
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3 was fent back to Bavatia, and marechil 


Muell or rirbfites, 


lc 
match to their relief. His troops wers ins. * 
diately put in motion; and when! they rache 
Amberg in the Upper Palatinate, were jbinel ! 
the French and Imperialiſts from Bavariz e 
Prince Charles of Lorrain, having feccived ig. 
telligence of their junction and 'defigh, 14 
eighteen thouſand men to mtintaif{ the blockade 
of Prague, under the command of general Fefi. 
titt; while he himſelf, with the main body o 
his army, advanced towartls the frontiers t the 
kingdom, i in order to oppoſe Maillebsis. Hs 


S/% =» *a« + 


count Kevenkvuller; who from Bavaria had fol- 


lowed the enemy, now commanded by Count 
Seckendorff, and the count de Saxe. But Seck: 


aillebois entered Bohemia. He marched, how: 
ever, with ſuch precaution, that prince Charle 
could not bring him to an engagement. In the 
mean time general Feſtititz, for want bf ſufficient 
force, was obliged to abandon the blockade o 
Prague; ; and the French generals, being now at 
liberty, took poſt at Leuttmaritz. Mailleboi 
was then in Egra; ſo that a junction betyeet 
him and the other French generals ſkemtd not 
impracticable. But prince Charles, by t taking 
poſſeſſion of the paſſes i in the interpoſing moun- 
rains, utterly defeated their ſcheme. Mailleboi 
rene to the palatinate, whither he- was fol: 
8 loyed, 
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lowed, and extremely harraſſpd on his march, Cr. 

6. by prince Charles: while: prince Lobkowitz, * 

ped vith a ſtrong: body of - Auſtrian. forces, obliged 1742. 

fb Belleifle:and: Broglio again to ſeek refuge in ta 

: apital of Bohemia. : 

7 * French generals were now emden 

1 al ſides ; but ſoon after the ſiege: of Prague was 

„ jclumed, Broglio made his: eſcape in the habit of 

courier, and took upon him the command of 

the army of Mailleboĩs, who was now recalled 

by the French court. Prince Lobkowitz, who 

zow directed the blockade of Prague, had ſo 

effectually cut off all communication between 

the city and the adjacent country, that the French 

troops were reduced to great extremities, both 

from the ſeverity: of the ſeaſon, and the want of 

proviſions,” ' In this ſtate of things, marechal 

Belleiſle ſecretly reſolved to attempt a retreat. 

With great diligence he remounted his cavalry, 

ud ſent troops of them out every day to forage. 

Atlaſt, by making, in one quarter of the town, 

a feint for a general forage, he marched our at 

another, with eleven thouſand foot, and three 

thouſand horſe, and gained a day's march of 

prince Lobkowitz. The great extent of the 

walls of Prague had rendered this attempt the 

more practicable ; and the better to amuſe the 

enemy, he left a ſmall garriſon in the city. He 

had ten leagues to march before he could reach 

the defiles: The cold was intenſe, and the 
04 ground 
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Cuar. ground covered with now. All the inhabitants 


VI. 
A. D. 


1742. 


of the country were his enemies, and prince 
Lobkowitz, with an army of twelve thouſand 
infantry, and eight thouſand cavalry, hung on 
his rear. But, under all theſe diſadvantages, he 


reached the defiles with his army unbroken, 


With ſa much judgment had he planned his 
route, that, though the Auſtrians occupied all 
the paſſes on the two principal roads that led to 
Egra, he was enabled to continue his progreſs, 
by ſtriking through frozen marſhes, which had, 


perhaps, never before been trodden by the foot 
of man; he himſelf always pointing the way, 


though confined to his carriage by the gout, 
After a fatiguing march of twelve days, he 
reached Egra, which was ſtill in the hands of the 
French, and entered Alſace without the loſs of a 
ſingle man by the hands of the enemy; though 
nearly four thouſand of his ſoldiers: loſt their 
lives, in conſequence of the hardſhips they under- 
went, and the extreme rigour of the ſeaſon *. 
DukiNG theſe tranſactions, the emperor oi 
Germany was ſtripped of all his dominions ; and 
being now abandoned by his allies, he retired to 
Franckfort, where he lived in indigence and ob- 
ſcurity, He was even deſtitute,” ſays Voltaire, 
of the means of ſupparting his family in that 


* Hiſt. of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 82, 84. Smallet, ut 
ſupra, and Hiſt, de Mon Temps, tome II. p. 9. 
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imperial city, in which no perſon would ad- Cgar, 


* yance a penny to the chief of the empire.” A -N 


But marechal de Noailles afforded him ſome aſſiſt- 1742. | 
ance, by giving him a bill of credit for 40,00. 
crowns on the French king **. Some attempts 
were now made towards an accommodation be- 
tween the emperor and the queen of Hungary, 


but without ſucceſs; and the Auſtrians having 


now taken poſſeſſion of Prague, that princeſs was 
croyned queen of Bohemia: in that city. 


2! Age of Lewis XV. ch. 10. 
: * 
5 CHAP. 
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Cb A P. VII. 

Frederick applies himſelf to the regulation of the 
*. ttternal government of his kingdom, and ela- 
Bliſtes a new academy of ſciences and belles bt. 

tres at Berlin.-—Marriage of the princeſs Utrica, 
the. king's / Hen. with the Pprince-royal of Sweden, 

by Frederick again. prepares for war.—Hi an- 
wers 16 the requiſitions made by the” curl of 
Hyndford, as ambaſſador from Great Britain. 
He concludes a treaty at Franckfort, and engages 
to ſupport the emperor.—Publiſhes a manifeſts 
againſt the queen of Hungary, and ſends reſcrijts 
to the different courts of Europe. 


— Re? <7 
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Cnar. HE king of Pruſſia, after his return to 
* Berlin, was extremely attentive to the re- 
1742. gulation of the internal government of his king- 

dcm, and to the forming ſuch eſtabliſhments a 
would contribute to its proſperity and ſplendour. 
He alſo viſited different parts of his dominions, 
receiving as he paſſed petitions from his ſubjects, 
inquiring into their grievances, and into the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice, the ſtate of his revenues, 
and the condition of his troops. On theſe occa- 
fions he ſeldom ſtaid longer at any place than 
was neceſſary to make the proper inquiries ; and 
he travelled with a ſmall retinue, and with great 

rapidity, | 
FroY 
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Fro the commencement of Fredericks reign, ＋ 
he had been ſolicitous to eſtablifſr im his dom 
nions arefpectable academy of ſciences and — 2 
lettres; but the operations of war had Rieber 
retarded his defign, His grandfather; Frede. wt 
tick I. had inſtituted a royal ſociety at Berlin f6e 
the promotion of ſcience; the plan of which wits 
. formed, and the ſtatutes of it drawn up, by the 
celebrate Leibnitz; who Rad been prevailed 
upon by the queen, Sophia Charlotte, te reſſde 
in the Prufſtan dominiens. Leibnitz was ap- 
pointed the firſt preſident; and eominued im thas 
office till his death. He obtained from the king, 
in behalf of the ſociety, the exclufive privilegs 
of printing all the almanac ks uſed in the Pruſſian 
dominions ; on eontition that the ſociety ſhould 
furniſh the public with every Kind of almanack, 
compoſed” with the greateſt acchracy, and in the 
moſt convenient form“. The ſociety derived 
conſiderable emolument from this privitege, and 
their almanacks were conſidered as the moſt-car- 
tect and ingenious ef any in Europe. By the 
income hence derived; the neceſſary expetices bf 
the ſociety were defrayed, and penfions provided 
for ſuch of the members as were reſident at 
berlin, and actively employed in ſcientific pur 
ſuits. At the recommendation of M. Leibaiez, 
the ſociety alſo eſtabliſhed an anatomical theatre, 
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Crap, in which able profeſſors were appointed to read 
1 public lectures, and who were furniſhed with 
174. proper ſubjects from the hoſpitals. While Leib. 
A lived, and during the reign of Frederick I. 
the ſociety continued to be in a reſpectable ſtate, 

and their tranſactions were regularly publiſhed, 

But after the acceſſion of Frederick William, 
who paid little attention to literature or ſcience, 

and therefore did not give much countenance to 
the ſociety, it greatly declined, and ſunk in iti 
reputation. No part of the inſtitution was re- 
garded by the king, but that which related to 
anatomy, which he conſidered as beneficial to 

his army, becauſe it promoted {kill in ſurgery, 

In other reſpects, he treated the ſociety with 

little regard [L]; and by his direction perſons of 
no merit, but who happened to be his favourites 
were, penſioned out of their revenues. On the 
acceſſion of Frederick III. he invited learned 
men into his dominions, and afſembled ſuch 

[r] Bielfeld ſays, The king propoſed to the ſociety, 

from time to time, queſtions of mere drollery, and they an- 

* ſwered him in a ſuitable ſtrain. He once aſked them, for 
example: What was the phyſical cauſe, tliat two glaſſes, 
« when filled with champaign wine, and ſtruck againſt each | 
vc other, gave not that clear and ſharp tone, as when filled 
„ with any other wine? And what was the cauſe «F their dull 
and flat ſound.” The members anſwered, that as they 
had not been uſed to drink champaign, they could not pre- ( 
tend to aſſign the cauſe, The king ſent them a dozen | 
© bottles to make the experiment. They drank out the wine, | 


«© but determined nothing.“ Letters, vol. I. p. 158. 
x N perſons 
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perſons together as were qualified to form 4 re- cn. 
ſpectable academy. But the eſtabliſhment of a 43 
new academy being delayed, by the military en- 1742. 


terprizes in which the king was engaged, mare- 
chal Schmettau, field general of the ordnance, 


and M. Borck, cabinet miniſter to the king, 


agreed between themſelves to collect a literary 


ſociety, and to have their meetings at each others 


houſes alternately. They opened their plan to 


baron Bielfeld and to M. Jordan, a privy coun- 


ſellor, and a great favourite of the king. Theſe. 
gentlemen heartily concurred in the deſigny and 
many others were ſoon admitted into this few 
ſociety. Their firſt meeting was at marechal 
Schmettau's, and it was opened by M. Franche- 


ville, who read an ode compoſed. for the occa- 
fon. They then ſketched out a ſet of laws, in 
which the following poſitions were laid down 4 


fundamental maxims: That this was not An 
' empire, or kingdom, but a republic of learn 


ing, the citizens of which muſt ep 
gteateſt freedom, if any thing excellent was 


expected from their labours; that the under - 


» 


; ſtanding could fuffer no reſtraint ; that. the 


members of this ſociety were not pupils; and 
that there wanted no other regulations, but 
ſuch as were neceſfary to preferve order, and 


* to connect the members irito 2 9 unidn 


* with each other v. 
* Bielfeld's Letters, An 162, 269 


* 1 


F ˙ A ! . w 


LY 


3 


7 
nh 
a 

4. 

14 
57 

" 

7 
II 


rs "> - . 
3 


\MEMOIRS or FREDERICE,, 


Tux king being made acquainted with, this 
— literary ſociety, and having teſtified his 


4548. Approbation · of it, it was ſoon reſol ved to.inft;. 
ee den Rorzr ACADEMY er Seinen aur 


Baines LTT RES, by uniting this ne ſociety to 
the old irayal ſociety of Berlin. Accordingly 
byral yal edict, dated the thitteenth of Navem- 
ber, 7g, his majeſty appointed ſeveral com- 
miſſioners, ho were directed. to inguire into the 
ate-of the finances vf the old royal ſociety, aul 
_ *0:{draw-up' the inſtitutes of the new. academy. 
Among the eommiſſioners for this purpoſe were 
Bielfeld, and M. Jordan [u. The whale plan 

| | pad 


1 7 ee bird neee 
ie. 27th, of Auguſt, 1700. His father was, a. French Pro- 
teſtant, who having brought up three of his other ſons to 
trade, reſolved to bring up Charles Stephen, who was the 
-younyeſt, to the church, though this deſtination · ſeems not to 
Me been agreeable to his ſon's inclination. . Vaung Jordi 
»had, mowever, a ſtrong propenſity to reading; and he was 
n at Magdeburgh, under the eyeof an uncle on: 
of the paſtors, of that place. In 1719, che was removed to 

| Gene, where he ſtudied under the ableſt profeſſors in pul- 
4dvfophy; -eloquence, and divinity ; and afterwards proſecuted 
3his ftdier for ſame time at Lauſanne. .:He returned thBerlin, 


rand in 47245, uns- made miniſter of che. paxiſh of Potalow , 
Mllage belonging to one of the, marches, of 2 
" Tn 1727, he was removed to Prentzlow, and then, married 
| Lauſanne Perrault, a lady of great virtue and accompliſ 
ments, — KAI 8 
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his WH at length adjuſted, and approved -by che 

tis king who. wrote ode onthe enn A 

U- 101 4 4111. 12 ws 5 

15 . 
lived very happily five years, n, in an exemplary . 

to manner the duties of the paſtoral office.; but in 1732 he loſt 

ily his, wife, which ſo much affected him, that his grief impaired 

* lis healch, and brought on an expetoration of blood, which 

n. A nearly. proved fatal to him. At this, time the baroneſs of 

5 Kayphauſen made a propoſal to him, that he ſhould undertake” 

de the care of her eldeſt” ſon, and attend him i in a journey to 

ad Holland, England, and France. He accepted of this offer, 

wy. quitted his ſtation as a miniſter, and travelled i into thoſe , coun- 

ere tries, where he became acquainted with ſame of the moſt 

on eminent literary men of that age; and he aſterwards publiſhes 

| an account of his travels, in one volume, amo. | 

1 After his return to Berlin, in 4736, his- merit. as a literary 

{As man attracted the notice of the, prince-royal of Pruſſia, ho 
took him into his ſervice, and whom he aſſiſted in bis ſtudies. 

on He reſided with the, prince at Rheinſberg till his, acceſſion to 

ro- He throne, when he was made a privy counſellor, and hence- 

$10 forward particularly attended to the regulation of the police 

the of Berlin. Under his inſpeQion, the ſtreets were oleared.of 

t to beggars, and a workhouſe was e ſtahliſhed, in which a thau- 

dan {and perfons were ſubſiſted by their, own. labour, without any 


was expence to the ſtate; and under his care the city of Berlin 
opt vas alſo divided into wards, and. a propen perſan appointed 
to in each, to ſee the laws. of the. police duly» /obgyed.. He 
phi- ſaperintended alſo the public ſchools, . and: other ſeminaries of 
uted learning, and was particularly attentive. to the-intereſts. of the 
rlin, mw academy of arts, and ſciences, over which he preſided as 
152 vice· preſident. He accompanied the king into Sileſia, at the 
2 time when he made a conqueſt of that province. Aſter a 
ried long and painful illneſs, which heiendured-with greatpatience 4 
liſh- and reſignation, he died at Berlin; on the 24th of May, a5. + 
abe © the forty-6fth year of his age. On-account-of his having ; 
ived b wholly jd 
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wits Ae protector of the new academy 


= Four curators were appointed, who were to pre. 
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26 "wy he ths kit bl teen 1 out, 
that he was a diſbeliever of the Chriſtian religion. Rat, 2 
few days before his death, he ſaid to baron Bielfeld, Re. 
* member, that I die in the belief of the divine miſſion of 
< Jeſus Chriſt; and ſay it to the king, when you find a ft 
* opportunity.” The king himſelf wrote an Eloge upon him, 
which was read before the royal academy at Berlin, aul 
whieh has been printed i in French, Engliſh, and German, nan, M. 
Jordan publiſhed a life of M. Cxo02ze, who had in the earlier 
part of his life aſſiſted him in his ſtudies ; and alſo un Raul 
de Literature; de Philoſophie, & d'Hiftoire, in i 2mo. 
Among the Poſthumdus Works of Frederick are a number 
of letters which paſſed between him and M. Jordan, with 
whom he correſponded very freely. In one of his letters, 
ſoon after his acceſſion, dated Weſel, Sept. 2, 1740, he ſays, 
Maupertuis is arrived. He is a clever fellow, and awi 
in converſation ; but ſtiff a hundred points below Algarotti. 
In another letter, dated Porſdam, the 24th of the ſame 
month, Frederick ſays, I have ſeen this Voltaire, with 
< whom: I was ſo anxious to be acquainted ! But I ſaw hin 
© when I had the fever, and when my mind was as relaxel 
as my body. In company with men like him, we ougit 
not to be ill; we ought rather to be in perfect Health, abi 
© have an unuſual flow of ſpirits, if poſſible. He has the 
* eldquence of Cicero, the mildneſs of Pliny, and the diſcre 
tion of Agrippa! In a' word, ht unites in himſelf the 
« virtues. and talents of three of the greateſt men of anti- 
« quity. His mind labours inceſſantly; each drop of ink from 
his pen is a trait of wit! He read to us his Mahomet, an 
+ < admirable tragedy, which he has written. We were abſo⸗ 
* lutely in raptures, and I could only admire, and be flent” 
In 
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lere marechal Schmettau, count Gotter, his cn 


„ \iereck; and M. Borck; all miniſters of ſtate; L-,. 

« — 
In a letter, dated at Berlin, Jan. 10, 1741, jordan ſays, 

ot, be deduction of the inconteffable rights. of your majeſty to 8 

„Viega, appeared on Saturday laſt; and this is the ſubject 

\e. on which, at preſent; all political converſatlon turns. The 

er claims are generally enough allowed; but the fifteenth and 

a fxtcenth articles are ſubject to ctiticiſm. Some pretend, 

in, mat the author ought to have omitted them, ſince they 

and i ſeem to enfeeble the force of the preceding proofs ; and 

M. chers wiſh to ſee them :/upported by ſome authority.” In a 

lier letter written a few days after this, Frederick ſays to Jordan, 

ail 


| announce to your ſerenity the conqueſt of Sileſia, and 

« vive thee information. of the bombardment of Neiſs. I 
der . prepare thee to expect more important projects, and inform 
ric ' thee of the moſt Rappy ſucceſs to which the womb of for- 
er, WI tune ever gave birth. This ought to ſuffice thee. Be thou 
aſs, ' my Cicero, with reſpect to the juſtice of my cauſe ; and I 
able vill be thy Czſar, as to the execution.” | 
ſn a letter to Jordan, dated Feb. 24, 1741, Frederick ſays, | 


ane 'TILove WAR, FOR THE SAKE or FAME; but, if I were 
wit ' not a prince, I ſhould; be nothing more than a philoſopher. 
hum n ſhort, every man in this world muſt follow his occupa- 


tion; and it is not my humour to do any thing by halves.” 
agi n another letter, dated from Schweidnitz, he ſays, © I am 
' here in an advantageous fituation ; and out affairs, thanks 
de to heaven, do marvellouſiy well. Vet philoſophy ſtands 
4 i ground 4 and were it not for my curgED txGERNESS 
"the irres FAM, I aſſure thee that I 1 
ant. only of trariquility.” 
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Tres In a letter dated March 3, 1741, Frederick ſays, * I am | 
- ' overwhelmed with affairs. I have them in every ſhape and v4 
a : 


form. If men were wiſe, they would treat the phantom 


' fame, which occaſions them {6- much trouble, and induces 
* Yor. 1, 2 


them 
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cur. and M. Jordan was appointed vice-preſident, 


| A. D. | M. Jariges, a privy counſellor [xi], was appointed 


1743- 
. them to dedicate that time to pain, which heaven gave 
© them for enjoyment, with greater neglect. Thou wilt find 
me more of a philoſopher than thou haſt imagined; for 
* philoſopher, more or leſs, I have always been. My age, 
the ardonr of the paſſions, the deſire of renown, Curiolty 
© itſelf, that I may conceal nothing from thee, and, in fine, 2 
© ſecret inſtin has torn me from the ſweets of repoſe, for 
which I had the higheſt reliſh ; and I have been ſeduced by 
THE DESIRE OF SEEING MY NAME IN THE GAZETTEs, 
AND AFTERWARDS IN HISTORY.” In another letter, he 
fays, We have undergone many fatigues, from bad roads 
and worſe weather. But what are fatigues, cares, and dan. 
ger, compared to glory? It is ſo mad a paſſion, that! 
cannot conceive how 1 i e that it does not turn every 
man's brain.“ 
In M. Jordan's laſt ler to the clag, written about 2 
month before his death, is the following paſſage : © My di: 
'© eaſe inereaſes in ſuch a manner, as to make me believe there 
is no hope of a cure. In my preſent ſituation, I feel the 
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© neceflity of an enlightened and rational yeligion, without 
© which we ſhould be the moſt pitiable creatures in the uni- 1 
«© verſe. Your majeſty, after my death, will do me the juſtice a 
© to own, that I have eagerly oppoſed ſuperſtition, and ever 

\ © ſupported the intereſts of the Chriſtian religion, though far . 
removed from the opinions of the theologians.” 6 


Vid. Oeuvres Poſthumes de Frederic II. tome II. p. 145, 
149, 161, 162, 163, 164, &c. Poſthumous Works, Englth * 
tranſlation, vol. IX. p. 53, 60, 322. 0 

[x] The title of privy-counſellor in Pruſſia is merely an wi 
honorary title; at leaſt it was fo during the reign of the late * 
king. It was not the cuſtom of Frederick to aſk any advice 8 
of his privy counſellors, 


ſecretary ; 
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ſecretary; and profeſſor Formey deni hiſ- Cn ard 
toriographer Loh. The idemy: was divided i into — 


four 


[0] Jon x Henzy Saver Foxiey was born ai Berlin i 
the year 1711, ahdearly intended by his parents for the miniſtry; 
In 1720, he was placed in the French college; which he 
quitted in 1725, having gone through all its claſſes; and 
ifherwards attended, for two years, M. la Croze, profeſſor | 
of philoſophy. K. 1727, he was admitted a propoſant, an | 
appellation giver, to young divines licenſed to preach; and 

in 1741; he was called to the church of Brandenburgh. But 


here he ſtaid only a few weeks, being removed to the paſtor- 


ſkip of the chureh of Frederickſtadt at Berlin. He aſter- 
wards aſſiſted M. de Beauſobre in the Bibliotbegue Germaniquez. 
and when that gentleman died, in 1738, he continued to exe- 
cate a part of that work in conjunction with M. de Mauclere. 
But M. de Mauclerc alſo dying in 1742, the whole of that 
publication was for ſome time written by M. Formey only. 
With the aſſiſtance of M. de Perard, he afterwards began La 
Nevelle Bibliothegue Germanique ; and for many years that 
literary journal was written by M. Formey alone, and pub- 
lihed four times every year, But long before this period of 


his life, in the year 1737, he was made profeſſor of eloquence 


n the French college; and in 1739, was promoted to the 
chair of philoſophy, 
On the eſtabliſhment of the new academy of ſciences and 
belles lettres at Berlin, M. Formey was appointed hiſtorio- 
enpher, and in 1748 he was made perpetual ſecretary ; and 
from that time he digeſted the Memoires de Þ Academie. He 


uſo wrote many other works, in the French language, parti- 
cularly the life of John Philip Barretier, from materials fur- 
niſed by the father of that extraordinary young man; a con- 
eile Hiſtory of Philoſophy and Philoſophers, which has been 
tranſlated into Engliſh ; an Abridgment of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſ- 
tory, which has alſo been tranſlated into Engliſh, in two 


volumes, 


F 4 


1743. 
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cur. four claſſes, each of which had its director and fe 


VII. 
A. D. 


1743. 


by one of the members. After the reading was 
over, it was the buſineſs of the ſecretary to give 


by foreign members, or other correſpondents; 


ſecretary. The firſt claſs had for its ohject the 
mathematics, in their full extent; the ſecong, 
ſpeculative philoſophy, metaphyſics, morality, b 
the laws of nature and nations, &c. the third, Wl , 
phyſics, and experimental philoſophy, including 
chymiſtry, &c. and the fourth was appropriated 


to literature and the polite arts. e academy | 
| | : P 
was to meet every Thurſday afterfoon ; and in 

each claſs, by rotation, ſome performance, rela. a 


tive to the buſineſs of that claſs, was to be read 


an account of all letters, propoſitions, or ſub- 
jects of inquiry, which had been communicated 


and the members of the academy preſent allo | 
related any diſcoveries, or improvements in ſci- 
ence, which they had made, and which they 
thought proper to communicate. Out of the 
papers read before the academy fome were to be 


volumes, 8vo. as has likewiſe a ſmall volume of Philoſophical 
Miſcellanies, and Elementary principles of the belles lettres 
He alſo publiſhed, Moral Diſcourſes ; Sermons; Principles Wil - 
of the law of nature and nations, &c. He had likewiſe pro- * 
jected a Philoſophical Dictionary, and made a conſiderable WW , 
progreſs in it; but upon the appearance of the plan of the 5 
Eucyclape die, he tranſmitted his materials to the editors of that . 
great work, and many of the articles which he had written Wh , 
were * in it, 0 


dee! 


5 
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nd i clected every year for publication: and chere Cnar. 

he were to be two public annual meetings of the P45 

d, icademy ; one on the 24th of January, the king's 1743. 

u, birth-day ; and the other on the 31ſt of May, the * 

d, day of his acceſſion to the throne *. 

ng Arres the eſtabliſhment of the new TE 

ed one of the moſt remarkable events which took 

pace at Berlin, about the ſame time, was the 

marriage of the princeſs Louiſa Ulrica, the king's 

ſiſter, with the prince-royal of Sweden, They 

vere married in July, 1744. The prince of 

Pruſſia was proxy for the-Swediſh prince on this 

occaſion. The ceremony was performed with 

great magnificence; and the king of Pruſſia 

himſelf appeared with unuſual ſplendour of dreſs. 

' The king's dreſs,” ſays Bielfeld, was of a 

bright blue, completely covered with ſilver em- 

broideryꝰ. A ſumptuous entertainment [e] 
followed 


1 gielfeld's Letters, vol. I. p. 165, 166, 167, 168. 

© Ibid. p. 180. . 

le] Bielfeld ſays, © The king far down early to table, and 
' to that where his majeſty ſat, none were admitted bur princes 
and princeſſes, excepting the ladies of the ambaſſadors, 
en the diſhes, plates, chandeliers, and, in ſhort, every thing 
dat was uſed at this table, was of ſolid gold. There were 


n ' befdes four other ſumptuous tables, which were placed in 
8 * rooms adjacent to the great hall; and, in every reſpeQ, this 
Fl royal feaſt was conducted with a ſplendour and magnifi- 


* cence, which had never before been ſeen in Berlin. After 

* dinner, there was danced, as ufual, on the occafion, the 

ed dance of torches, which was followed by a ball, that laſted 
; 1 ul 
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e followed the ceremony; comedies, operas, and 
ST. balls, w ſeveral ſubſe 
A. B. balls, were given on ſeveral ſubſequent days; 


1 terſperſed with very fine dances, The SY Solem- 


4 EY illuminated. 


1743. al a ma AN ſupper g. in a gallery be. 
8 P Nn 


longing 


till broad FRY The yext Sat which was We edneſday, 
there was a comedy, and in the evening an open table at 
court. On Thurſday her majeſty, the reigning queen, gare 
t a noble entertainment at Schonhauſen. On Friday there 
f,was an opera; and on Saturday her majeſty, the queen 
« mother, gave a ſypper, an illumination, and a ball, at Mon- 
#- þyjoux.* Letters, ut ſupra, p. 181, 182. 

| [Q] © Monday afternoon,” ſays Bielfeld, © the EM and 
the gentry of the town, of both ſexes, went, with their 
gay carriages and liyeries, to Charlottenbourg. This pro. 
* ceſſion, by affording a very pleaſing proſpect, made par «f 
5 the entertainments. The great road that goes through the 
$ Thiergarden of Berlin, and quite up to Charlottenbourg, 
* was thronged with company, At different ſpaces on the 
© road, tents were ſet up, where the citizens of Berlin re. 
+ poſed, refreſhed, and amuſed themſe]ves, , with beholding 
« the tranſition of the ſplendid equipages, ſome drawn by 
© pairs, and fome by ſets of horſes. When the company cane 
* to the palace, they aſſembled in the orangerie, which forns 
ta gallery of a prodigious length. This whole gallery ws 
f adorned with - wreaths and graups of flowers, and with 
lamps af various colours; and in every window was placed 
© an orange tree in bloom, which, at the ſame time that they 
« afforded a delightful proſpe&, gave a moſt agreeable ſcent 
* to the whole apartment. At the end of this gallery wa 
£ erected a ſmall elegant theatre, where his majeſty cauſed 21 
Italian operetta, or paſtoral, to be performed, which was in- 


bini here excglled himſelf. 
When the opera was over, the whole court went on the 
j * terrace, den whence they, beheld the whole garden 
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longing to the royal palace of Charlottenbourg. ING 


. The king; wrote an ode on the departure of his 4 a. 5. 
VS ' 1 ſiſter, 1743. 
bo / —— 


ing znuminated. After half an hour ſpent in walking, they ſat 
| « down to ſupper. Never before did I eat at fo great a 
ay, table, and probably never ſhall again. It conſiſted of three 
« hundred covers, and took up almoſt the whole orangerie, 
EY « from one end to the other. All perſons of any rank were 


md T admitted without diſtinction. The king, the queens, the 

” « princes, and princeſſes, ſat at the middle of this table, under 

* « a ſort of canopy; and on each fide of them ſat the cabinet 
« miniſters, the foreign miniſters, and ladies of the firſt 

_ quality; and, after them, the reſt of the company without 

heir ceremony, each one where he could find a place. 

2s The ſupper was magnificent, and every part of it in the 


{0 « higheſt perfection. There was not the leaſt want of any 
the thing, and the company was ſerved with the greateſt regu- 
uy, « larity and diſpatch: for which purpoſe the king's whole 
lc WY + livery, and a hundred huntſmen attended: and for their 
greater convenience, in every nich of the gallery was placed 
ing © 2 fide-board, where they found every thing neceſſary ready 
by * to their hands. As a vaſt number of plates and diſhes were 
_ * requiſite to ſerve a table of three hundred perſons, it was 


_ found neceſſary, on this occaſion, to take a large quantity 
wg * of plate out of the royal treaſury, where it had been depo- 
* ' ſited by Frederick I. and Frederick William. In a word, 
f every part of this repaſt was complete. The company fat 
= long at table; and were greatly pleaſed with partaking of 
Wai an entertainment that the king alone could give. 

7 After table the company returned to the garden; and on 
* 5 the Spree, that runs at the bottom of it, by his majeſty's 
i direction, a very grand fire-work was played of. While 


this was performing, M. Frederſtorf cauſed the table ta be 
1 * removed, and the orangerie prepared for a ball. We were 
* aaniſked at our return. The alteration was ſo ſudden, that 


216 
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ſiſter, 1 appeared to be much affected on the 
accafion. She is deſcribed. 28 à very amiable 
princeſs [a]. 
| | x" 
© it eng to be the work of enchantment. The ki 
. opened the ball with. the princeſs royal of Sweden, and the 
« whole court danced till day-light; and on our return 10 
« Berlin, we found the road fill filled with e Letters 
ut ſupra, p. 182—186.- Þ 
[x] The following account is en by Bielfeld-of the te. 
parture of the princeſs-from Berlin: 4 At length the day of 
* ſeparation. arrived. The king had appointed the chief 


* marechal, count Gotter, to conduct the princeſs. to Stral- 
© ſund, where two Swediſh ſenators, ſeveral ofthe” nobility, 


with other ladies and gentlemen of the court, Maited to te- 


6 ceive her. His majeſty, who judged, by the emotions of 

© his own heart, that the moment of ſeparation would be at- 

« tended with the ſevereſt affliction, directed an oper to be 
performed, with a view to diſſipate the thoughts'of it: and 


ordered the ordinary table to be ſerved in che great hall, 


© with a cold, but very elegant collation, - 
The plan was ſo laid, that, after the opera, the prince 
© ſhould make a ſhort ſapper, ſlip on her riding cloak; embrace 
© her relations, throw herſelf i into the coach, and depart like 
0 lightning. Count Gotter was charged to conduct chis plan, 
and to haſten the departure. - But all his care was uſeleſs. 
The tranſeendent virtues of the prince ſs Ulrica made her 
© too dear to her family, and her country, to ſuffer the cruel 
© moment of eternal ſeparation to paſs without marks of tae 
« deepeſt diſtreſs. 
When 1 . opera, I fave grief and dejettion on 
every countenarice. The princeſs was dreſſed in a roſe co- 
loured Amazonian habit, trimmed with ſilver: the lappets 
and velt were of a ſea green, She had on an Engliſh hat 
of black velvet, adorned with a. white feather ; and her 
f 0 flowing 
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Bor the king of Pruſſia was far from being Czar. 


vholly occupied in ſuch domeſtic attentions, and 4 1 


ific 174. 

c flowing hair was tied with a roſe coloured Abend She 
« appeared as beautiful as love itſelf. But this elegant dreſs, 
« which heightened her charms, increaſed our Anxiety, by 

« telling us, that the hour was come, when we were to loſe 
« her for ever. In the ſecond act, the young prince Ferdinand 
came into the ſtate-box, threw. his arms round the princeſs's 
© neck, and bathing her with his tears, cried out, 4b ! my 
© dear Ulrica, now it is done ! -now T fball newer ſee you more / 
The grief that lay ſmothering at every heart, touched by 
© theſe words, burſt forth with greater violence. The princeſs 
© held her brother faſt in her arms, and could only anfwer 
* with ſighs and tears. The two queens could no longer re- 
' frain from weeping. - The princes and princeſſes joined 
' their tears.-The grief was infectious; it ſeized in a mo- 
c ment all the firſt ranks of the boxes, which were filled with 
' the principal nobility. Every one had diſtin cauſe for 
* forrow, and every one melted into tears. Nobody any: 
* longer regarded the opera, and I found my heart ſo — 


ls and afflicted, that I was glad when it was over. | 

e A ſecret motion carried me, againſt my will, into. the 
e galace. I entered the king's chamber, and found the whole 
, royal family, ſurrounded by part of the nobility. Here was 
$, ' the fulneſs of ſorrows. Every one was diſſolved in grief: 
er * and here I beheld a ſcene, the more affecting as it was the 
el mere work of nature; and where the ſincerity of paſſion 
4 © was expreſſed with an energy, that it is impoſſible for art 


to imitate. The king had written an ode on the departure 
* of the princeſs, wherein he gave her the laſt adieu, in a 
' moſt tender and affecting manner. —His majeſty gave it the 
* princeſs, at the moment ſhe was going to embrace the 
queen. She caſt her eyes over it; her ſpirits left her, and 
e the fainted under the weight of diſtreſs. Scarcely could 


* the 
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Cn ar. ouctfic employments. In the midſt of apparent 
Lied peace, he was preparing for war [s]; and his 
pre. 
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* the king reſtrain his ſpirits from following her's: the tear 
* flowed haſtily down his cheeks. All the princes and prin. 
* ceſſes ſtood fixed in grief. At laſt count Gotter, who 
thought it was now time to end this mournful ſcene, ruſhe{ 
© into the chamber, like the north wind upon a bed of roſes, 
© with noiſe and fury; forced through the Circle ; fnatched 
« the princeſs from the arms of the queen her mother; and 
E. bore her out of the chamber. The whole court followed; 
and, in a moment, the princeſs found herſelf in the coach, 
© which ſtood in the court before the palace. The counteſ 

of Schwerin, who was appointed to accompany the princeſs 
to Stralſund, and the ladies Von Kneſebeck and Sparre, 

© placed themſelves in the coach with her highneſs. The 
© ſtroke was inſtantaneous. The coachman drove furiouſly 
© on; the coach flew before our eyes; and, in a moment, the 
© king and the court loſt ſight of the beloved Ulrica for erer: 
and remained, for ſome minutes, e and motioalek. 
id. p. 188—193. 

Is] One. of the reaſons aſſigned by Frederick himſelf for 
preparing for hoſtilities, was the condu of the Engliſh coun. 
He fays, The king of England propoſed to ſend troops 
from Flanders, to the aſſiſtance of the queen of Hungary, 
© Such a ſuccour would inevitably have been deſtructive to the 
affairs of the emperor and of France. A danger ſo preſing 
reduced the king to the neceſſity of employing the ſtrongeſt 
© remonſtrances, He even went ſo far as to threaten the king 
of England with invading his electorate, ſhould he venture 
© to paſs the Rhine with foreign troops, and introduce them 
into the empire, without the conſent of the Germanic 
© body. By gentler inſinuations the Dutch were induced got 
© to ſuffer their forces to join with thoſe of the allies of tte 
f queen of Hungary; and the French, having thus time 10 
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it i preparations were ſo manifeſt; and ſo conſider- Car; 


Us able, as to excite the jealouſy. and apprehenſion 44 


„oc the court of Vienna. At the beginning of 74 


the — 
as | | 
. - breathe, provided for their defence. Hiſt. de Mon Temps, : 
v tome I. p. 285, 286. f 
| In another place, Frederick ſays, The king of England | 
Ry 4 ſhewed marks of the greateſt zeal for the ſupport of the 
N * queen of Hungary. One of the principal motives, by 


« which he was actuated, was the inveterate hatred which he 
* had againſt France. In his youth he had ſerved againſt that 
nation at the battle of Oudenarde, when he charged at the 
' head of a Hanoverian ſquadron, and greatly diſtinguiſhed 
© himſelf by his valour. He was ambitious of heading armies; 
that he might participate in the glory of heroes. Oppor- 
* tunity now preſented itſelf; he had troops in Flanders; and 
* by declaring for the queen, and paſſing the ſea, no perſon 
could difpute with him the command of his forces. What 
' was more, he found means to augment his Hanoverian trea- 
' {ury, by the ſubſidies which his Engliſh ſubje&s paid him 
for his Hanoverian troops. Hiſt. de Mon Temps, tome II. 
p. 11, 12. 
In another place, Frederick ſays of himſelf, that as he had | 

' always ſuſpe cted the enemies with whom he had made ae” 
' he had paid particular attention in preparing for whatever 
might happen. A ſtrict economy had in ſome; degree re- 
paired the breaches of the laſt war; and ſufficient ſums had 
' been amaſſed to ſupply, if employed with prudence, the 
* expences of two campaigns. The fortreſſes, indeed, were 
rather begun than in a ſtate of defence; but the augmenta- 


ic * tions in the army were finiſhed, and ammunition and pro- 
ot * viſions were amaſſed for one campaign. In a word, the 
he acquiſition of Sileſia having given new ſtrength to the ſtate, 
t0 * Pruſſia was capable of executing with vigour the deſigns of 


i kim by whom it was governed.“ bid. p. 51, 52. 
( Frederick 
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cn, the preſent year, a war had alſo broken out be. 


VIE. 
A. D. 


1744 


tween England and France; and as a treaty of 
mutual defence and guaranty had been concluded 


between the king of Pruſſia, and the king of 


Great Britain, at the cloſe of the year 1742, his 
Britannick majeſty, by his ambaſſador, the earl 
of Hyndford, made a requifition to his Pruſſian 
majeſty of a body of troops, in conformity to the 


terms of the treaty of mutual defence and gua- 


ranty, and alſo agrecably to ſome ſtipulations 
which had been made in the treaty of Breſlay, 
When lord Hyndford had a private audience of 
the Pruſſian monarch on this ſubject, and ex. 
* the confidence that his maſter had, that 

is Pruſſian majeſty would comply with the 
ſtipulations of the treaties between Great Britain 
and Pruſſia, Frederick, after a ſhort pauſe, re- 
plied to the Britiſh ambaſſador in the following 
terms: His Britannick majeſty cannot render 
* me greater juſtice, than in not doubting of my 
« punctuality to execute the treaties I have cons 
* cluded with him. My intention is to confirm 
him in this idea, by faithfully and literally 
* fulfilling all my engagements. Not only ten 


Frederick alſo aſſigned, as one ſtrong reaſon for commencing 
hoſtilities againſt the queen of Hungary, a defenſive treaty 
between Auftria, England, and Saxony, the ſecret articles of 
which, he fays, were ſigned at Warſaw ; and which, he alſo 


ſays, contained * the ſeeds of an offenſive alliance t the 
king of Pruſſia,” Ibid. p. 59, 60. 


9 F thouſand 


Tit THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA. 


t thouſand men {hall be ready for the king your Cnar. 
© maſter, when it happens that he is the firſt at. bo 


« tacked ; but I will with pleaſure, in ſuch caſe, 
« ſupply him even with thirty thouſand ; and, if 
© needful, I will go at their head to defend Great 
Britain. But the caſe in queſtion is quite dif- 


« ferent: his moſt Chriſtian majeſty pretends 


© not to be the aggreſſor. He aſſures me, that 
© he is not: and, on the contrary, maintains, 
that he is the offended, and even injured party: 


© and that his Britannick majeſty is the party 
' attacking, having cauſed his troops to march 


into Alſace, and to make irruptions into that 
© province. J am conſequently, in the firſt 
place, indiſpenſably bound, to examine ſeri- 
© ouſly the reaſons on both ſides, to the end that 
©] may not deviate from any of the treaties 
into which I have entered. In the mean time, 
© his Britannick majeſty may reſt aſſured, that 
* I ſhall take no ſtep, which ſhall be contrary to 
the neutrality which I am reſolved punctually 
* to obſerve, unleſs any power of the empire ſhall 


give me occaſion to change my — in 


* this reſpectꝰ .. 

The earl of Hyndford was aſtoniſhed at the 
king's ſpeech ; but, after his ſurprize was ſome- 
what abated, he urged a variety of arguments, 


Letter of lord Hyndford to king George II. publiſhed 


in the Gentleman's Magazine, vol. XIV. p- 325, 326. 
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de of to hay that the French king ought to be con 
A. D. ſidered as the firſt and ſole aggreſſor. To theſe Ml © 
1744 arguments Frederick anfwered, All theſe rea- 
—— ſons from you are excellent ; but how can you 
be aſſured, that his moſt Chriſtian majeſty wilt WM © 

not allege fome on his fide that are equally Wl 
weighty, and that will plainly ſhew his Bri- Wl * 
© tannick majeſty to be the aggreſſor? The 
Britiſh ambaſſador was about to reply, but the 
king put an end to the audience, by giving his 
excellency to underſtand, that it was the day of Wl * 
extraordinary diſpatches, and that time preſſed“. Wh © 
Tux king of England afterwards wrote to his Wi h 
ambaſſador, and obſerved, that he could not 

_ comprehend that the leaſt difficulty ſhould have Wi 
ariſen about the execution of the treaties, which 
ſubſiſted between him and his Pruſſian majeſty; 
It was notorious,” he ſaid, © that the French 

* king ought to be confidered as the ſole aggreſſor 
in the preſent war. It was a very wicked Wl 

© pretence, that the ſworn enemies of the houſe Wil » 
of Auſtria had made uſe of, in ſaying, that his d 
FBritannick majeſty ſhould be regarded as the in 

* aggreſſor, when all the world knew, that im- p. 

* mediately after the death of the late emperor, Will ic 
and long before the Britiſh troops had croſſed tt 
the ſea, France had formed factions in the em- tt 


Letters ut ſupra. of lord Hyndford to king George Il 


« pire, 


THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA, . 223 


11 Ml « pire, and ſoon afterwards cauſed her troops to Cu ar. 

e march againſt her majeſty of Hungary, and to you 

carry fire and ſword with them into the 1744. 

uu « Auſtrian dominions, and all this a year and aa 

i © half before the Britiſh forces marched into 

ly Wl © Germany, and which, when they did go thither, 

i- only went as auxiliaries to the queen of Hun- 

he Wl © gary. But it was too apparent, that the ene- 

he Wl © nies of the houſe of Auſtria had omitted no- 

is WM © thing, in order to induce other powers to act 

of W'* in conformity to their views, and to their 

n. vicked intentions “.“ His Britannick majeſty, 

is Wl however, expreſſed his hopes, that the king of 

ot Pruſſia would at length be induced to comply 

ve Wl vith the terms of the treaties, which ſubſiſted 

ch between him and Great Britain: but Frederick 

h. lad other deſigns, and intended to employ his 

ch Wi troops in a very different manner. 

or No accommodation had as yet taken place be- 

ed teen the emperor and the queen of Hungary, 

e vor had the former been reſtored to his electoral 

us Wl dominions, but continued to reſide at Franckfort, 

he in a very indigent and diſtreſſed condition. The 

n- principal reaſon aſſigned by the court of Vienna, 

or, Wi for not coming to terms with the emperor, was, 

ed WF that his imperial majeſty's councils were under 

n- the influence of the court of France, that his 
troops, as elector of Bavaria, were employed in 


Letters of lord Hyndford to King George II. ut ſupra. | | 
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Cuay. promoting the views of that court, and in 4. 


* 
* 


A. D. 


vancing the ambitious deſigns that it had formed: 


1744 of extending the French dominions, at the ex. 


pence of the princes of Germany. However 
on the 27th of May, 1744, a treaty was con- 
cluded at Franckfort, between the empetor, the 
king of Pruſſia, the king of Sweden, as landgrave 

of Heſſe Caſſel, and the Flector Palatine; by 
which they engaged to preſerve the conſtitutions 
of the empire, according to the treaty of Weſt- 
phalia, and to ſupport the emperor in his rank 
and dignity. They agreed to employ their good 
offices with the queen of Hungary, that ſhe 
might be induced to acknowledge the emperor, 
to reſtore his hereditary dominions, and to give 
up the archives of the empire that were in her 
poſſeſſion. They guarantied to each other their 
reſpective territories ; and the diſputes ahout the 
ſucceſſion of the late emperor, they referred to 
the deciſion of the ſtates of the empire; They 
promiſed to aſſiſt one another in caſe of being 
attacked; and they invited the king of Poland; 
the elector of Cologne, and the biſhop of Liege; 
to accede to this treaty. A ſeparate agreement 


was alſo made between the king of Pruſſia and 


the emperor, by which the former engaged to 
put his imperial majeſty in poſſeſſion of Bohemia, 
and to guaranty to him Upper Auſtria, as ſoon 
as conquered, on condition that he ſhould gift 
up to his Pruſſian majeſty the town and 9 
0 


# 
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of Koningſgratz, inf ità whole; extent, with all £ 
the country; ſituated between the frontiers of - 


Sileſia and the river, Elbe, and from, the town ; 1766: 


and circle of Koningſgratz tothe confines of 
Saxony u. | Frederick: alſo, entered. into a zreaty 
with the court of France, and agreed do, act in 
concert with-the French army,z, hut he waginet 
o take up Arms, till che faw, France ach with 
vigour againſt Auftria.,, Another Aeaty waslike- 
viſe concluded at Worms, betygen the king of 
Great Britain, the queen of Hungary, the Slęctor 
of Saxony, the kingof PIG: and the. PRES 
Oy the:10th of Auguſt, this. year, the ring of 
Pruſſia publiſhed a manifeſto! at Berlin, in which 
he declared; that He thought himfelf obliged 
* to inform: all Europe, of the reſolution which 
the preſent conjuncture obliged him to take, 
for the public welfare and tranguiliiy. His 
* majeſty, not being able to look any longer 
vith indifference upon the troubles which de- 
ſolated Germany, after having tried, in vain, 
' all ways of bringing about a reconciliation, 
found himſelf obliged to make uſe of the forces, 
© which God had given him, towards re-eſtas 
* bliſhing peace and order, and for reſtoring the 
* laws to their vigour, and the head of the em- 
* Pire to his authority,” 


* Hiſt, of Modern Europe, vol. v. p. 106. : 
vol. I. Q, _ I» 


3. chat © fince the ſucceſs of the Hungarian troop 
WY in Bavaria, the queen of Hungary, far fron 


* 
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'< hereditary countries with inexpreſſible hurg. 
*'ſhips and "cruelty. This princeſs, und ber 
Hallies, had formed deſigns unmenſurably umbi. 
tious, che pernicious end of Which was; to pi 
© fetters for ever upon the German liberty : u 


MrMofks or Irpikfex, 
Ir was alſo obferved, in the fame! manifeſto 


© proceeding with the equity and moderition 
which became her, had treated the emperor 


effect which had been, for above an age paſt 
the principal object of 'the dangerous polity 
© of the Houſe of Auſtria, Nothing was tiecd. 
* ſary but to examine'the facts, Which had paſſed 
e within the two laſt years, in order to judge of 


the malignity of the intentions of the court if 
Vienna, and to ſee clearly, that, in all her pro- 


© ceedings, ſhe had acted in a manner entirc) 
contrary to the laws and conſtitutions of the 
© empire.— The king had no particular diſpur 


„with che queen of Hongary. He had no pre 


* tenfion upon her: he fired nothing for bimſelf 


and entertd no''btherwiſe'than in quility of an 


, auxiliary, into a quariel which concerned the 
0 liberties of the empire bnly ;*and'the open va, 


Which the guten of Hiiizary* Had! lately! de 
clared againſt Germany, by the höſtilitie 


© which her troops had committed there, was a 


© ſufficient reaſon, if there were no others, !0 


© juſtify the cotidudtof hit trajelty, 4 1 
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Ir was, farther added, that If the, king Caar. 
c thought. himſelf at preſent obliged, for theſe #3. 
« reaſons, to take violent meaſures, . it was not 1744. | 
t without regret, nor without having. firſt tries 2 


every method of reconciliation. He made 
* ſome ſteps t towards obtaining i it with the king 
' of England, when that prince was encamped 


at Hanau. The emperor too declared, at the 


ſame time, that for the ſake of peace he would 
* for ever renounce, all the pretenſions which he 
had upon the houſe of Auftria, upon condition 
' of the reſtitution of his hereditary dominions. 
' Theſe advantageous, and moſt moderate terms, 
© yere flatly rejected by the Engliſh miniſtry ; 
* an evident proof, that the intention of the king 

' of, England was not to reſtore peace to the 
' empire, but rather t make bis own advantage 

f its troubles. The king did afterwards offer 
' his mediation, jointly with that of the empire, 
to the maritime powers, in order to put an 

dend to this fatal war: but the republic of 


Holland, being ſenſible of the obſtacles which 


* ſhe ſhould meet with from the ſtiffneſs of the 
* courts of Vienna and London, declined it ina 
pretty categorical. manner.'—* His majeſty 

thought, that the moſt noble and: the "moſt 
* worthy uſe, which he could make of the forces 
which God had entruſted him with, was, to 


' employ them in the ſupport of his country, 


* which the queen of Hungary would enſlave; 
Q 2 © to 
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Exar. * to vindicate the honour and the rights of al 
* 4 © the electors, which that princeſs would forciby 
1744 © deprive them of; to afford a powerful afſiſtanc 
© to the emperor, in order to ſupport him in al 
© his rights, and upon that throne, from which 
the queen of Hungary would pull him down, 
In a word, the king demanded nothing: the 
© queſtion was not about his perſonal intereſt; 
but his majeſty had recourſe to arms, for n 
* other reaſon than that of reſtoring liberty t 
the empire, dignity to the emperor, and tran 
© quility to Europe “.., 
Azour the ſame time, Frederlel alſo ſent tr 
ſcripts to all the courts of Europe ; and it un 
obſervable, that in the reſcript which was trat 
mitted to London, he ſeemed to addreſs himfell 
not ſo much to the king of England, as to tht 
people of England. It contained the following 
paſſages : Ever ſince my differences with th 
court of Vienna were determined by the treit 
of Breſlaw, the chief object of my attentin 
* has conſtantly been, not only carefully to cul 
* tivate, and, by all imaginable regards, u 
* ſtrengthen the good underſtanding which T hat 
juſt renewed with her majeſty the queen 0 
© Hungary, but alſo to revive the ſame betwetl 
© her and his imperial majeſty ; and, by a Ju 
: and AM pe PEace, to put a ſtop to the trouble 
hg Memoirs «of F e III. ut ern, p- 70-96 3 
© whid 
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« of the late emperor Charles VI. had occaſioned; - 2 Wo | 
« and of which the beſt provinces of the con- 1744. 
tending parties, as well as ſeveral ſtates of the S 


© empire that were neuter, had but too ſeverely 


© felt the diſmal conſequences. I cannot but 


* commend the readineſs which I met with in 


this reſpect from his imperial majeſty. This 
prince, a true father of his country, rather than 


' ſee it ſuffer for his intereſt's ſake, had already 
' taken the generous reſolution to ſacrifice all 


his pretenſions to the reſtoration of the public 


tranquility. But the court of Vienna ſhewed 


quite oppoſite diſpoſitions ; it liſtened, with, 
' reluctance, to all propoſals towards an accom- 
modation; and, from all its conduct, made it. 
very plain, that it would accept of no other 


peace, but what would ſtill render it the arbiter 


* of all Germany, and ſubject to it the rights 
and liberties of the Germanic body. Its vaſt, 
and dangerous deſigns were diſplayed, by de- 
* grees, as the proſperity of its arms encreaſed, 
and ſeemed to make it ſure of ſucceſs; from. 
* that time it acted without any circumſpection;, 
*1t inſulted, in the moſt outrageous manner, 
both the majeſty of the ſupreme head of the. 
empire, and the rights and prerogatives of the. 


clectoral college, It was in vain I warned 


that court, that neither I, nor any other prince 
of the empire, that had the preſervation of his 
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country's conſtitution at heart, would ever 
ſuffer the head of it to be attacked in this 
manner; and that I could not, at leaſt, diſpenſe 
with fulfilling the previous obligations I was 
laid under, by the rank I held among the 
members of the Germanic body, and to which 
any other obligation and conſideration muſt 
needs yield. It was too much intoxicated with 


h ifs vat deſigns, to give the leaſt attention to 


my amicable remonſtrances. 

* NrrTHER paſſion, nor any perſonal intereſt, 
nor any view of enlarging my dominions, or 
of making conqueſts, have the leaſt ſhare in 
the reſolutions I have taken; my only inten. 
tion being to diſcharge the duty of a good 


patriot, and a faithful member of the Germanic 


body: to maintain the dignity, and prevent 
the total ruin of its chief; to ſhelter the con- 
ſtitution, and liberty of the empire, againſt the 


| impending danger that threatens it; and to 
reſtore and enſure its tranquiliry, by a juſt and 


durable peace, the ſolidity and durableneſi of 


which't may give a new ſtrength to the ſtagger- 


ing liberties of Germany. And 1 hope that 
no ; judicious Engliſhman, nor any Briton that 
is zealous for his country, can poſſibly miſtake 
the equity of my reſolution, as he may ſuffici- 
ently convince himſelf of it; by barely tranl- 
porting on the theatre of England What how 
1 on chat of Germany. As every true 


* Engl 
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« Engliſh, patriot will look with indignation on Cr. 
« all ſuch intrigues as ſhould be carried on in his A B 
on country,. towards making the no reigning, 1 2 


family to deſcend from the throne, in order ta 
„ cftablith the pretender there, and would oppoſe 
din ſuch practices with all, his power; much 
o Ml © more, there is no patriot, or powerful prince 
of the empire, that can ſit with indifference, 
and coolly ſuffer another member of the em- 
* pire, ſuch as is the queen of Hungary, to en- 

„ © cavour to deprive of his dignity and authority 
„de emperor lawfully elected, in order to inveſt 
in (with that rank a candidate, deſtitute of the 
. Wt © qualifications that are moſt eſſential to fill the 
imperial throne, and who can never aſcend it, 
ic but by the total ſubyerſion of the imperial con- 
nt WM © fiitution, and of all the liberties, prerogatives, 
n. Wt © and. privileges of its chief members. As in 
de © conſequence of the ſame principle, no German 
to prince has any right to meddle with the inward 
policy of Great Britain, nor with the conſtitu- 


tion of its government, I have ſome reaſon to 
hope, that the Engliſh nation will neither 
at meddle with the domeſtic affairs of the empire, 
hat nor oppoſe the efforts which I, ag. well as the 
ike other ſtates well diſpoſed for the empire, are 
ei- reſolved to make towards preferving and maĩn- 
nl. * taining the dignity of the head, the reverence 
ow Wl due to the laws and conſtitution of our coun» 
rue Wl * try, and the rights and Prevogatives of its 
iſh Q4 members. 


* * 
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CHar. N members. And that 1 entertain theſe hopes 
pd © the more, becauſe England has no reaſon to 
1744. ,© meddle with this quarrel, from any conſider. 

— tion of its commerce, or otherwiſe: and that, 

OM although it had a greater inclination for One 
German court than for another, I think it too 
«unreaſonable to pretend, that ſuch powerful 
and reſpectable princes, as thoſe of the empire 

" are, ſhould be obliged to regulate theit con- 

#1 duct, 'agreeably to the inclinations of thoſe 
8 among the Engliſh, who ſtrive to make their 
a countrymen enter into foreign quarrels, that 
are of no manner of concern to England. 
© The reſolution that J have taken, has nothing 
© in common with the war that England ii is noy 
engaged in with other powers, which I ſhall 
not meddle with to its prejudice: Nor vil 
my preſent undertaking make any alteration in 
© the engagements that I have contracted with 
England; which I am' ſteadfaſtly reſolved to 
«fulfil, with all imaginable punctuality; ſo long 
az England will not herſelf cut the ties thereof: 
and T ſhall pay, to the very laſt farthing, the 
© debts of Silefia, which 1 have taken upon me 
x * by the treaty of Breſlaw *. RE nate + >. ö 

Norwrrusraxpixe the plaufible deelaration : 
made by the king of Pruſſia, in his public memo: 
rials; it is ſufficiently manifeſt, that concern for Ml 
* emperor, or zeal tor the preſervation of the Ml - 
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Germanic conſtitution, were not the real motives Caar. 


of his taking up arms. But he ſeems to have 5 


D 


been particularly Jealous of the progreſs of the 1744- 


Auſtrian arms, under prince Charles of Lor- 
nine [7], who had not only driven the French 
out of Bavaria, but had paſſed the Rhine, and 
penetrated into the French dominions, making 
himſelf maſter of Haguenau and Saverne, and 
laying all the country of Lower Alſace under 
contribution. As the Auſtrian army were, how- 
ever, employed at ſuch a diſtance, this ſeemed a 
favourable time for the invaſion of Bohemia; 
and Frederick alſo probably thought, that, at 
the preſent criſis, ſome opportunity might ariſe 
of enlarging his dominions, or at leaſt of extend- 
ing his military fame. On the part of the court 
of Vienna, ſeveral memorials, declarations, and 
reſcripts, were likewiſe publiſhed ; but the king 
of Pruſſia's manifeſtoes were drawn up with ſuch 
ſuperior art and dexterity, that, as public papers, 

they had much more effect than thoſe of the 
queen of Hungary, 


[7] Frederick himſelf ſays, The advantages of prince 
Charles, in Alſatia, induced the king of Pruſſia to declare 
* himſelf: ſooner than he had intended. It was much to be 
' feared, that the aſcendency of the Auſtrian forces might 
' oblige the French to conſent to ſuch conditions, as the 

' arrogance of their enemies would preſcribe to them; and, 

in that caſe, there could be no doubt, but that the queen 
would employ all her power for the e of Sileſia.” 
Hit, de Mon Tops tome e U. p. 95. 
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c HAP. VIII 
Frderieł put himſelf at tbr lies Gf bis trooge, 


and marches into Bobemia:—The ext raordinary 
proclamation publiſhed by him in that country... 
Makes himſelf maſter of the city of Prague, and 

ef ſome other towns and fortreſſes.—A ſtop put ty 


the progreſs of his arms by prince Charles of 
Lorraine.— Prederick is obliged to abandonPragy, 


and bis other conqueſts, and to retreat precipi. 
tately into Silefia, and from thence to Berlin, 
with great loſs. —Death of the emperor,The 
King of Pruſſia returns again to Sileſia, at the 
bead of ſeventy thouſand men.—Battle of Hebe 
Friedberg, in which Frederick gains a compleat 
victory over prince Charles of Lorrain, 


b per manifeſtoes and reſcripts of the king 
of Pruſſia were followed, according to bis 
uſual cuſtom, with a very rapid movement of 
his troops, at the head of eighty thouſand of 
he paſſed through the electorate of Saxony, 
without the conſent of the elector, and entered 
the kingdom of Bohemia. In that country hc 
iſſued a proclamation, of which it is impoſſible 
for an impartial hiſtorian to ſpeak in any other 
ferms, than thoſe of cenſure and of indignation 
In this piece it was declared, that the emperor 

being 
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being diſpoſfeſſed of his dominions, and de- Cu. 


prived of all authority, the king of Pruſſia Var 


could no longer defer doing what his imperial 1744;: 
© majeſty deſired, and what became him to do, — 


a in virtue of his obligations to the emperor and 
empire, as one of its principal ſtates and elec- 

* tors. In conſequence of this, and from views 
„ MI <qually upright, and worthy of his love to his 
„country, his Pruſſian majeſty had granted a 
ve. part of his forces to the head of the empire, 


pi © under the title of anxiliaries, with a view, as 
ir, WI well to reſtore the authority and dignity of the 
imperial office, abſolutely oppreſſed for the 
e * preſent, as to re-eſtabliſh peace and general 
x WI tranquility throughout all Germany, our dear 
country.“ The inhabitants of Bohemia are 

afterwards exhorted © not to make any reſiſtance, 

or to oppoſe the leaſt obſtacle againſt the ſaid 
no auxiliary troops, or their undertakings ; but to 
bis remain quiet, and at peace, in their reſpective 
of Wi * dwellings. In which caſe, they might promiſe 
to themſelves protection and ſecurity; and be 
t, aſſured, that they ſhould not only be ſafe from 
, WM * any ſoldiers entering into, or diſturbing them 
ed WM © in their eſtates, but alſo, that the ſaid auxiliary 
he troops ſhould obſerve the ſtricteſt and moſt 
ble MW * rigorous diſcipline ; and that whatever they 
er WE | furniſhed them with, towards their ſubſiſtence, 
on. or the ſupply of their neceſſities, in any reſpect, 4 
or ſhould far de deducted out of che conTRIBU- 2 
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TIONS they ought» to pay, or OTHERWISE ac. 


coUNTED FOR to the ' ſtates and ſubjects of 


Bohemia. But if, on the other hand, any of 


the ſaid vaſſals, inhabitants or ſubjects of the 


kingdom of Bohemia, ſhould'be ſo ill adviſed, 


as to commit any acts of hoſtility againſt the 
faid imperial auxiliary troops, in any manner, 
or on any pretext whatſoever, fire and ſword 
would be employed, without the leaſt pity, in 


© puniſhing the guilty. And to take away, 
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before hand, all occaſion for the committing 
ſuch hoſtilities, it was by theſe letters patent 
ſtrictly enjoined, to all and every one of the 
peaſants and inhabitants of the country of 


Bohemia, that whatever arms they ſhould have 
in their poſſeſſion, whether their own, or not, 
they ſhould, without any exception, and with. 


out the leaſt delay, carry them to the lords 
from whom they held their lands, or to the 
magiſtrates neareſt the place of their abode; 


ſo that the ſaid lord or magiſtrate might, as It 
was expected he ſhould, become ſecurity for 
their good behaviour. And, in conformity to 
this proclamation, if, after the pyblication of 
it, any inhabitant of the country, or peaſant, 


ſhould be found with arms, either upon him, 


or in his cuſtody, he ſhould be hanged without 


farther inquiry, and without remiſſion ; and 
the moſt rigorous proceedings ſhould be had 
againſt the lord, or magiſtrate of the n 


4 en 
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order to puniſſi any negligence, or connivance 


in them or, if the circumſtances of che caſe 
deſervedi it, the whole village ↄſnould he pil- 


aged; and reduced to aſhes V. , This arbitrary / 


and iniquitous proclamation, which appeared to 
be dictated only by a ſpirit of military tyranny, 
and by which every Bohemian peaſant who 
ſhould keep arms in his own: houſe, for the de- 
ſence of himſelf, his family, or his country, Was 
ſentenced by a foreign prince tothe hanged; was 
dated at Peterfwald, the 25th of Auguſt, 1744. 
Ox the ſecond of September following, Fre- 
derick arrived before Prague j and proceeded 
immediately to inveſt the city. i The trenches 
were opened on the tenth # ; aiidFrederick made 
himſelf maſter of ſome redoubts and baſtions, 
which had been erected in the laſt ſiege of Prague 
by the French. The - Pruſſian bombs: having 
deſtroyed almoſt the old and new towns, toge- 
ther with the Jews town, the: commandant, 
general Harſch, at the intreaty of the nobility 
and clergy, and from want of artillery, was in- 
duced to ſurrender the city to the king of Pruſſia, 
on the 16th of the month; and the whole garri- 
ſon, conſiſting of twelve thouſand men, were 
made priſoners of war. Prince William, brother 
of the margrave Charles, and couſin german to 


4% Gentleman's Mag. vol. XIV. p- 449. 
% Hiſt, de Mon Temps, ut ſupra, p. 104. 
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Onde. the king, was killed by his ſide. The Fruſſtat 


4 


Nerat or .FAEDERTC x, 


—_—_— - monarch himſelf commanded at, one of the four 


1744. attacks, which he directed to be made all at 
onee; and, to reward a grenadier, who: fir 


0 


? 


mounted a baſtion. at marechal Scwerin's attack, 
and defended himſelf with his ſword only till ki 
- companions came up, he ordered him to he 
placed at the marechal's table in his grenadier's} 
habit, and ennobled him by patent. He al 


promoted him to the rank ot a lieutenant, toge. 


ther with twelve other private men, who bad 


diſtinguiſned themſelves. on the occaſion &. 


FREDERICK left a garriſon of fix thouſand men 


in Prague, with a large train of artillery ; and 
the Pruſſian ſoldiers are ſaid to have been ordered 
to he in the ſtreets, before the houſes of the 
burghers, who were forbidden, on pain of death, 
to ſtir out at night“. The king then marched 
ſouthward up the Moldau towards Tabor, and 
ſent out detachments under lieutenant-general 
_ Naſſau, who, after ſome ſkirmiſhes, took the 
towns of Tabor and Budweis, together with the 
ſtrong caſtle of Frauenberg, the garriſon of which 
. were, made priſoners of war. A large body of 
Pruſſian troops was alſo ſent into Moravia, where 


they are repreſented as DRY been. gullty: o 


—+ 


-- great. barbarities, 


Memoirs of Frederick III. P. 777278. Aae Me- 


moirs of the King of Pruſſia, P. 433, 134+ 
49 Johnſon, ut ſupra, 


Bur 


* 


-_ Rnd 


ut 


aftivity; of prince'Crantesiof Lofrain, That 2744 
able general, on receiving information of 9 


mte under contribution, and entering Bohemia, 
it Merotitz. It was alſo a cireumſtance very 


king of Poland, elector of Saxony, now declared 
himſelf an auxiliary to the queen of Hungary. 


fidered his electoral dominions as very inſecute, 


*tim. In fact, prince Charles ſeemed to have wings and 


und prince Charles was m ' (Private: Life 


2 
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gur a ſtop was ſoon put to the progreſs of the Que. | 
C 


a x — 


invaſion of Bohemia, by the king of Pruſſia, re- 
paſſed the Rhine in the face of the French army, 
which was commanded by the marechals de 
Coigni, Noailles, and Belleiſle Fu]. He then 
marched to the Danube, laid the Upper Palati- 
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joined the Auſtrian troops under: count Bathiani 
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diſadvantageous to the king of Pruſſia, that the 


The Poliſh' monarch had for ſome time paſt con- 
near ſo enterprizing and ambitious a neighbour 


v] The king of Pruſſia was exeeedingly diſſaticfied with 
the conduct of the French on this occaſion, Accordingly. we 
ae told by one writer, that Frederick © complained, griev- 
' ouſly, of an enemy being ſuffered to eſcape- to come upon 
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though he did not arrive time enough to prevent that 
"monarch from taking Prague, on the 15th of September, 
yet he contrived, by his movements and marches, to oblige 
* him to withdraw his garriſon, on the 27th of November, 
* The king of Pruſſia was, therefore, only maſter of this 
capital for two months; the French” had kept it rhirteen; 


« Lewis XV. vol. II. p. 205. 
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Eur. as the "A of Pruſſia; and he had entered int 


F D a convention for the mutual guarantee of Saxony, 
. | Bohemia, and Auſtria, with her Hungaria 
= majeſty. He. was alſo greatly and juſtly exaſpe. 
rated at the liberty which Frederick had taken, 
of marching, his troops through his electon 
- dominions without his permiſſion. He repre. 
\ ſented by his miniſter, that the march of the 
- Pruffian troops through Saxony, taken by force, 
was againſt the conſtitution of the empire; and 
that as the ſame troops might have taken a quite 
different route, through his Pruſſian majeſty's 
own 'dominions, their forcible march through 
Saxony might properly be conſidered” as a viola 
tion of territory, and an act of hoſtility, And 
he now reinforced the army of prince Charles of 

Lorrain with twenty thouſand Saxon troops, as 
auxiliaries, under the command of the duke uf 
Saxe-Weiſſenfels, on whom the king of Great 
Britain ſoon after conferred the order of the 

garter. | 

B the addition of theſe auxiliaries, Aa of the 
troops under Bathiani, the army of prince Charles 
became ſuperior to that of the king of Pruſſu, 
Frederick was, therefore, obliged to abandon 
Prague, and the other places of which he had 
taken poſſeſſion in Bohemia, and to retreat with 
precipitation into Sileſia. In his retreat he h 
ſtated to have loſt above thirty thouſand men, 


together with moſt of his heavy baggage . 
— | art . 


THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA. _ 
artillery; 
ſions and plunder “. Frederick at length re- 
turned to Berlin; extremely mortified with the 
termination of the campaign; of which he is 
faid to have forbidden all, perſons in that city to 
. ſpeak either ill or well . In his © Military In- 
© {tructions for the Generals of his army,” he 
ſays, © I do not mean to juſtify thoſe generals 
© who have made flagrant miſtakes; I will not 
© vindicate my own campaign in 1744 ; yet, 
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and many waggons laden with provi- Czar. 


VIII. 
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298. 


U 
- 
” 
; 


among many faults, the ſiege of Prague, my 


retreat and defence of Kolin, and alſo my re- 
treat into Sileſia, were tolerably conducted. 
© But there are many unfortunate events, which 
no human ſkill or foreſight can poſlibly pre- 
vent “.“ 
Soox after the return of the king of Pruſſia to 
his capital, Charles VII. emperor of Germany, 


died at Munich, on the 18th of January, 1745, 


in the forty-eighth year of his age[w]. This 
event 


Hiſt. of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 111. 

5 Johnſon's Memoirs, ut ſupra, p. 136. 

* King of Prufſia's Military Inſtructions for his Generals, 
p. 152, 

[w] Voltaire ſays, that the emperor left this leſſon to 
* the world, that the ſummit of human grandeur may be the 
pinnacle of calamity.A complication of painful diſorders 
rendered his misfortunes more violent by his corporeal ſuf- 
* ferings, and they jointly carried him to the grave, He was 
* afllifted with the gout and ſtone: his liver, lungs, and 
: tomach, were found gangrened; alſo ſtones in his kidnies, 
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event made a great change in the ſituation of 
affairs in the empire. The grand duke of Tuſ. 
cany, huſband to the queen of Hungary, was 


immediately declared a candidate for the impe- 


rial throne: but his pretenſions were warmly 
oppoſed by the French king and his allies. The 
court of Vienna, however, taking advantage of 
the emperor's death, ſent an army to wade 
Bavaria in the month of March, under th. on- 
duct of general Bathiani, who defeated the French 


and Palatine troops at Pſiffenhoven, and drove 


the Bavarian forces out of the electorate. The 
young elector, Maximilian Joſeph, ſbn to the 
late emperor, and who was only ſeventeen year: 
of age, was obliged to abandon his capital, and 
retire to Augſburgh, where he found himſelf in 


o 


and a polypus in his heart; ſo that it was imagined he could 
not have enjoyed a moment's eaſe for ſome time paſt. Fey 
« princes had better qualities. They ſerved only to heighten 
© his unhappineſs; and this unhappineſs aroſe from his having 
© taken upon himſelf a burthen he was unable to bear. Tie 
© body of this unfortunate prince was expoſed, dreſſed in de 
© antient Spaniſh faſhion ; an etiquette eſtabliſhed by Charles. 
although ſince him no emperor has been a Spaniard, nor 
had Charles V. any connexion -with that nation. He ws 
© interred according to the ceremonies of the empire; and i 
* this parade of human vanity and miſery, they carried the 
© globe of the world in proceſſion before him, who, during 
© the ſhort courſe of his reign, could not keep poſſeſſion ever 
* of one ſmall unfortunate province.“ Age of Lewis XV. 
Ch. 14. | 
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vice of his uncle, the elector of Cologn, and of 
his general, count Seckendorff, who exhorted 
him to be reconciled to the court of Vienna. A 
negociation was immediately entered into at 
Fuefſen, and ſpeedily concluded. The queen of 
Hungary conſented to recognize the imperial 
dignity, as having been veſted in the perſon of 
his father; to acknowledge his mother as ein- 


with all the fortreſſes, artillery, ſtores, and am- 
munition, which ſhe had taken. On the other 
hand, he renounced all claim to the ſucceſſion 
of her father, became guarantee of the pragmatic 
ſanction, and engaged to give his vote for the 
grand duke, at the enſuing election of a king of 
the Romans, and to diſmiſs the auxiliary troops 
in his ſervice 3, 

Ix the mean time, the king of Pruſſia did not 
long remain inactive at Berlin. His troops, at 
the beginning of the year, under the command 
of different generals, had obtained ſome con- 
an ſderable advantages over the Auſtrians. In 
de February, general Lehwald had defeated a body 
rin; of twelve thouſand Auſtrians, commanded by 
"I g*ncral Helfrich ; and the ſame month the town 


33 Smallet, ut ſupra, p. 134, 135. 


ger | | R 2 a 


danger of loſing all his dominions. In this C 
emergency, he yielded to the earneſt ſolicitations I. P. 


of the empreſs his mother, enforced by the ad- 1745. 


preſs-dowager ; and to reſtore his dominions, | 
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Cray. of Retibor, In Silefia, in which the Auris 


poſted three thouſand men, was taken by aſſault. 
The Pruſſians alſo, under the prince of Anhalt 


. Deſſau, obliged the Hungarians to abandon 


Trappau, Jagerndorf, and other places which 


they had taken, and to retire into Moravia. 


Frederick himſelf entered Sileſia in May, at the 
head of ſeventy thoufand men; and received in. 
formation, that prince Charles of Lorrain, and 


the duke of Saxe-Weiſſenfels, were alſo about 
to enter Sileſia, at the head of eighty thouſand, 
among whom was a body of Saxon anxiliaries, 


He now, therefore, made no, detachments from 


his army, but abandoned Upper Silefia to be 


pillaged by the Hungarians, that he might be 
able the more effectually to oppoſe the defigns 
of prince Charles. It was the intention of that 
general to penetrate into Stleſta through the 
narrow paſſes of the mountains near Landſhut; 
and the deſign of Frederick was, to let the Auf- 
trians file through the paſſes of thoſe mountains 
without diſturbance, and then to attack them 


_ unexpectedly, and force them to a decilive action. 
But, in order to deceive prince Charles, and to 
lead him to ſuppoſe that he was unwilling to 


engage, he Cauſed the road to be repaired, as if 
he had intended to march in four columns towards 
Breſlaw, upon the approach of the Auſtrians“. 


Military Inſtructions of the King of Pruſſia for hy 
Generals, P- 61. : 
With 
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With the ſame view, he alſo abandoned all the Jy 4 
poſts and intrenchments of which he was poſ-* 4 P. 


ſeſſed, in the mountains that ſeparate: Sileſia 

from Bohemia. Prince Charles being thus de- 
ceived, and imagining that he might enter Sileſia 
without moleſtation, prepared to march through 
the defiles into the plains near Striegau, But on 
the firſt of June, the king of Pruſſia moved his 
camp from the neighbourhood of Reichenback, 
:nd pitched it between Striegau and Schweidnitz, 
having his left covered by that village, and his 
right by the village of Jauernick, where he eſta- 
bliſhed his head quarters. The van guard, con- 


liſting of ſeven battalions of grenadiers, ten 


ſquadrons of dragoons, and two thouſand huſſars, 
under the command of lieutenant-general du 
Moulin, and the major-generals Stille and Win- 
terfeld, encamped near Striegau, in a line along 
the highway, with their left wing extended to- 
wards the village of Stanowitz. Licutenant- 
general Naſſau, with five battalions, ten ſqua- 


drons of Bareith dragoons, and the regiment of 


Ziethen huſſars, took poſt between the army and 


tie van guard, at the village of Zedlitz: occu- 
pying at the ſame time a wood, in order to keep 


the Auſtrian light troops from approaching the 
Pruſſian camps, either to interrupt their com- 
munication with one another, or to obſerve their 
motions. The front of the two Pruſſian camps, 
chat is, of the van guard and of the main army, 

6-3: " way 


1745. 
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Cray. was for the moſt part covered with eminenceg, 
Is on which their advanced guards were Poſted : 
1745. which procured them the double advantage, of 
got being overlooked by the enemy, and at the 
| fame time of ſeeing as far as the feet of the 
mountains, and even through their openings, 
the ſmalleſt motion that could be made by the 
Auſtrians. As the eminence in the front of the 
van guard was the higheſt, and the moſt proper 
; for making obſervations, the king repaired to it 
two or three times a day, that he might view, 

with his own eyes, whatever happened . 
© Ox the ſecond of the month, ſeveral ſeparate 
bodies of the Auſtrians were ſcen marching along 
the ridge of the mountains, on the fide next 
Homen FatEDBERG ; and towards evening, 2 
body of between ſix and ſeven thouſand men 
encamped near.the caſtle of Furſtenſtein; the reſt 
towards Quolſdorf, and behind Hohen Fried- 
berg, but ſo concealed among the mountains, 
that the Pruſhans could only perceive part of 
the Auſtrian tents through the openings. The 
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"If next morning, they appeared to be in the ſame 
4 poſition ; but Frederick going, as uſual, to exa- 
nk mine every thing himſelf, obſerved that the 


* 


Auſtrian ſoldiers were then employed in cooking, 
and from their being engaged in that manner ſo 
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ſrom the mountains that day. He ordered his 
troops, therefore, to be extremely vigilant, and 
to acquaint him with the ſmalleſt movement 
made by the Auſtrians; and every thing was 
prepared for vigorouſly attacking them when 
they ſhould come down into the plains. 

IT ſoon appeared, that Frederick was right in 
his conjectures reſpecting the intentions of the 
Auſtrians. In the afternoon they were ſeen ad- 
vancing, in large columns of horſe and foot, 
into the plains of Friedberg and Ronſtock. The 
king, therefore, ordered the main body of his 


troops to march at eight in the evening to 


Striegau, and commanded general du Moulin to 
take poſt, with his ten ſquadrons and ſeven bat- 
. talions, upon the adjacent hills. Theſe orders 
were punctually executed; and the Pruſſian troops 
arrived at midnight at the poſt aſſigned, withour 
noiſe, and without lights 


Ar two the next morning, which was the 


fourth of June, 1745, the king aſſembled all the 


[x] In his MILITARY InsTRUCTIONS ro fis GENE 


ars, Frederick ſays, When the Auſtrians are encamped, 
it 15 not difficult to diſcover their deſign to march; for it is 
* their general cuſtom to cook their kettles on that day particu- 
larly. If, therefore, you perceive, at five. or eight o'clock 
in the morning, more ſmoke than ordinary in their camp, 
* you may be pretty certain they intend to move.* P. 72. 
Memoirs of Frederick III. p. 81. Gent. Mag. rah N 
p. 297, 298. 
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early [x], he ſuſpected that they would deſcend CA. 
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genera] officers, and ſettled the arrangements 
for the battle. In leſs than an hour after, the 
firſt diviſion of the Auſtrian army, which con- 
ſiſted partly of Saxon troops, commanded by the 
duke of Saxe-Weiſſenfels, began to come out of 
the defiles into the plains, near Honex Faro. 
BERG, and had ſcarcely advanced fifty paces, 
when they faw the whole Pruffian army drawn 
up in battle array, and advantageouſly poſted 
with all its artillery. The action was com- 
menced by prince Leopold, of Anhalt Deſſau, 


who attacked firſt the Saxon infantry in a marſhy 


wood, with great bravery. The Saxons made 
vigorous efforts in their own defence, but were 
not able to form, much leſs to extend them- 
ſelves, or to break in upon the Pruſſians, on 
account of the extreme inconveniency of the 
ground they fought upon, where they were 
expoſed on every ſide to the fire of the Pruſſian 
cannon. The duke of Saxe- Weiſſenfels charged 
himſelf, ſeveral times, at the head of the Auſtrian 
cavalry, but was not able to make any impreſſion 
upon the Pruſſians. The Saxons then formed a 
triangle of infantry, in order to make a good 


retreat; but lieutenant-general Rottenburgh, at 


the head of the prince of Pruſlia's regiment 
of cuiraſſers, cut in pieces the regiment of 


| Schonberg. Lieutenant-colonel Juſchinſki, and 


major Frideville, alſo put two troops of Saxon 


grepadiers t to the ſword, The triangle was then 
broken, 


THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSTA. 


249 


broken, and the Saxons totally defeated 57. The Ouar 


behaviour of the Pruſſian troops on this occaſion 


was extremely ſanguinary ; they fought with great 
inveteracy, and gave hardly any quarter to the 


Saxons. Baron Trenck, who was preſent in this 
battle, and wounded in it, ſays, that, when the 
action commenced, Frederick ſaid to his guards, 
f Prove to-day, my children, that you are my 
© body-guard, and give no Saxon quarter “.“ 
Warn the main body of the, Auſtrians had 
iſued from the defiles, and formed themſelves 
in the plains in the beſt manner they were able, 
they were attacked with great vigour by the king 
and the margrave Charles. The Pruſſian infantry 
repeatedly attacked with their bayonets ſcrewed, 
and the cavalry often threw themſelves upon the 
adverſe battalions, though the Auſtrians made a 
prodigious fire. Ten ſquadrons of Bareith dra- 
goons broke through ſeyen regiments of infantry 
belonging to Thungen's Auſtrian brigade, totally 
routed them, and took more than two thouſand 
priſoners, with ſixty-ſix pair of colours, and all 
their cannon ?. M. Thungen, commandant of 
the brigade, was killed in the action. The fire 
of the Pruſſian infantry never ceaſed a moment, 
till nine o'clock in the morning, when the action 
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* * 


* Memoirs of Frederick III. p. 82, 83. Gent. Mag. ug + 


lara, from the account publiſhed at Berlin, by authority. 


Life of Baron Trenck, vol. I. p- 58. 
King of Pruſia's Campaigns, p. 1344 
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Cnar. had continued near ſeven hours, and when the 


þ-. 4 whole combined army of Auſtrians and Saxons 


« 1745+ was entirely defeated, and obliged to retreat 


— 


of battle, and upwards of ſeven thouſand were 


MEMOIRS or FREDERICK, 


through the paſſes of the mountains from which 
they had iſſued. Their retreat, however, was 
conducted in an able and ſkilful” manner by 
prince Charles and the duke of Saxe Weiſſen. 
fels; though the victory obtained by the Pruſſan 
monarch was great and indiſputable [v]. 

Tux Auſtrians and Saxons left more than four 
thouſand men killed and wounded upon the field 


made priſoners. Among the killed was prince 
Chriſtian William of Saxe Gotha, who was a 
major-general, and whoſe body was afterwards 
interred in the Lutheran church at Striegau, 
Several other general officers were among the 
killed and wounded ; and of the priſoners more 
than one hundred and fifty were officers. The 
trophies taken were ſeven ſtandards, and ſeventy- 
fix pair of colours, and eight pair of kettle- 
drums; together with ſixty-ſix pieces of cannon, 
and forty ammunition waggons. The loſs of the 


[+] One obſervation made by Frederick himſelf, reſpetlint 
this battle, deſerves ever to be remembered. He ſays, Thi 
* was the third, but not the laſt battle, fought to decide i 
whom Silefia appertained. Wrzn SOVEREIGNS PL! 
© FOR PROVINCES, THE LIVES OF MEN ARE BUT 4 
* coUNTERS.*” Hiſt. de Mon Temps, tome II. p. 214 
Holcroft's Tranſlation, p. 194. 


Pruſſian 
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Pruſſians amounted to eighteen hundred killed Chap, 


and wounded ; and among the former was lieute- 
nant-general count Truchſes, who was killed by 


z cannon ball at the beginning of the engage- © 


ment, and for whoſe death the king expreſſed 
great concern [J. 
Tur 

[2] Of this general, who ſeems to have been one of Fre- 
derick's favourites before his acceſſion, ſome particulars are 


related by Bielfeld. He ſays of him, This gentleman is 


« tall, and well made, and commands our eſteem by his birth, 
his figure, his noble air, and by the charms of a moſt agree- 
able converſation.”—* There is ſomething in the converſa- 
tion of count Txucases, which appears to me ſo ſprightly, 
# that it too frequently makes that of others ſeem dull. It is 
© judiciouſly ſeaſoned with a proper quantity of Attic ſalt, and 
always accompanied with the court air.” The count had 
rected at Berlin a houſe of a very ſingular conſtruction, which 
Bielfeld deſcribes, but which had coſt the count ſo much 
money, as in ſome degree to embarraſs his circumſtances. 


On the acceſſion of Frederick III. count Truchſes was ſent 


25 his ambaſſador to George II. king of Great Britain, and 
bielfeld accompanied him as ſecretary of legation. + As his 
Britannick majeſty was then at Hanover, count Truchſes re- 
pared to him at the court of Herrenhauſen. The king and 
that court, as well as the ambaſſador and his train, were then 
in mourning for Frederick William. Of their reception the 
following account is given by Bielfeld: We were conducted 


into an ante-chamber, where we found the whole court 


* aſſembled, and in a mourning almoſt as deep as our own. 
Count Truchſes wore a peruke of an immenſe ſize, and a 
cloak that trailed ſome yards behind him, which gave to 
* his figure, of fix feet high, a very ſingular appearance. In 

* about a quarter of an hour, lord Harrington came to intro- 
* duce 
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Tux conduct of the king of Pruſſia, as a gene. 
ral, both before, and on the day of this memor. 
able action, was entitled to the higheſt commer. 
dation, The ſituation of affairs, with regard to 
his own forces, as well as to thoſe of the enemy, 
required ſome deciſive action. In order to bring 
matters to this iſſue, he had very artfully and 
completely deceived prince Charles with reſpet 
to his real intentions. He had pretended to be 
afraid of the ſuperiority of the combined army 
of Auſtrians and Saxons ; and had cauſed a re. 


s duce us to the audience. The doors of the hall were thrown 
open, and the king of Great Britain appeared in all hi 
glory. He was dreſſed in purple, and adorned with hi 
grand order of the garter. Count Truchſes preſented lis 
* credentials with a good deal of grace, and with an air of 
* dignity ; but he had not time to make a long harangue ;/for 
the king interrupted and anſwered him with the greatck 
« goodneſs; and afterwards talked to him with an air of co. 
* Giality, that delighted every one who beheld him. Hi 
* majeſty could not ſufficiently admire his grave and ſolem 
appearance, and ſaid to him in a low voice, with a ſmile, 
«« Count Truchſes, one would imagine by your appearance, 
* that you were in deſpair for the loſs of your late maſter.” 
We were all of us afterwards preſented to his majeſty, who 
« faid to each of us ſomething gracious and condeſgending. 


Count Truchſes afterwards returned to Bexlin ; but, at the 


beginning of the year 1741, went to London as ambaſſador 
from the Pruſiian monarch to his Britannick majeſty, and wu 
again accompanied by M. Bielfeld. About the middle of that 
year, the count was recalled from his embaſly, to join ns 
army in Sileſia, 
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port to be ſpread, that he ſhould not wait for it Canary, 


in the neighbourhood of Schweidnitz, but ſhould 
take a ſure poſt between Breſlaw and Glogau on 
the river Oder, for the convenience of his con- 
yoys. In conformity to theſe affected appear- 
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c 


ances, he had cauſed the mountains of Upper 


Sileſia and the country of Glatz to be evacuated, 
afſembled all his different corps, and kept him- 
ſelf cloſely covered in his camp between Schweid- 
nitz and Striegau, uſing all imaginable precau- 
tions to conceal from the enemy his real deſigns, 
and the number of his troops; being fully per- 
ſuaded, that if prince Charles would but come 
down into the plains, it would be in his power 
to force him to a battle. The event proved the 


wiſdom of Frederick's meaſures ; in the battle 
he diſplayed the higheſt military ſkill, and equal 


? 


bravery ; and having now driven his enemies out 


of Sileſia, he entered the kingdom of Bohemia, 
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GNA . 


The king of Pruſſia encamps his army in Bohemia, 
 —=Negociations entered into by bim, and repre. 
ſentations made by his miniſters at foreign touri;, 
be grand duke of Tuſcany elected emperm, 
and crowned at Franckfort,=Battle of Sobr.— 
Frederick returns to Berlin. —Sets out agait 
From that city, and puts himſelf at the head if 
his troops in Sileſia.— Aclion at Hennerſdorf.— 
The king makes himſelf maſter of Gorlitz.—Tle 
Auſtrians retreat before him into Bohemia. Ile 
city of Leigſic ſurrenders to the prince of Anhal 
Deſſau.—Other towns in Saxony taken poſſeſin 
of by that prince. — He defeats the Saxons aut 
Auſtrians at Keſſeldorff.—-The city of Dreſden 
ſurrenders to the king of Pruſſia.—Peace cui 
_ cluded in that capital. Frederick returns i 
triumph to Berlin, 


Cray. HOUGH the Auſtrians and Saxons, undet 
= prince Charles of Lorrain and the duke d 
1745. Saxe-Weiſſenfels, had been completely defeated 

S— at the battle of Hohen Friedberg, yet after the) 
had returned into Bohemia, when the Auſtrians 
had re-afſembled their ſcattered troops, and ob- 
tained ſome reinforcements, they were ſtill pol- 
ſeſſed of a very conſiderable: force. They had 

-alſo the advantage of having the inhabits © 
7 | ho 


THE THIRD KING or PRUSSIA, 255 


the country entirely in their favour, and extremely Ca ae, 
hoſtile to the Pruſſians. Frederick ſtrongly en- „ 
camped his army within leſs than a league of 1745. 
he town of Trautenau; and during his fg m—_ 
there nearly exhauſted the neighbouring 1 N 
of forage and proviſions “. 

Ar the ſame time that the king of Pruſſia was 

exciting the utmoſt alarm in Germany, by the 

activity of his arms, his ambaſſadors were alſo 

employed in negociations in the different courts 


'1 of Europe, and in exhibiting complaints againſt 
1 the powers with whom he was in a ſtate of hoſti- 
7, ty. Before the battle of Hohen Friedberg, and 
hal the junction of the Saxons with the Auſtrians, 
fr he had cauſed his miniſter at the Hague, count 
je boaevills, to make a declaration, That the king 


an tis maſter having been informed, that the Saxons 
vere going to join the Auſtrians, in order to 
invade Sileſia in concert, his majeſty had directed 
his miniſter at Dreſden to repreſent” to count 
beſtuchef, envoy ſrom Ruſſia, that in caſe the 
der ron troops, ceaſing to be auxiliaries of the 
e al qucen of Hungary, ſhould commit direct hoſti- 
ated "ics againſt his Pruſſian majeſty, he could look 
cher WT Pon that ſtep in no other light, than that of an 
iam open rupture; and that, on his. fide, he ſhould 
ob- commit hoſtilities againſt the Saxons, and ſhould 
pol morcover demand of Ruſſia the ſuccours ſtipu- 
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nr. lated by treaties. This declaration being coli k 
2. municated to the king of Poland by the Ruſſaul *« 
1745. miniſter, his Poliſh majeſty anſwered, that 1 © 


danger, his Poliſh majeſty was to march ten thouſand men 


had aſſiſted the queen of Hungary no otherwiſe ©: 
than he was obliged to do by former treatics; f. 
that he ſhould continue to aſſiſt her in the ſame d 


manner; and that, therefore, he looked upon 


ge 

this as a declaration of war, and ſhould ſend, on 
his part, to demand of Ruſſia the ſuccours ſtipu- lf t* 
lated by treaties. On the 8th of January, 174;, © 
a treaty of quadruple alliance had been concluded "' 
at Warſaw, between his Britannick majeſty, the Ml ? 
king of Poland, as elector of Saxony, the quei 
of Hungary, and the States-general ; by which "* 
they guarantied to each other their ſeveral po. ef 
ſeſſions [a]. But in Auguſt, the ſame year, then 
king ©: 


[a] By the treaty of Warſaw, the contracting parties en-. f. 


gaged to concert the moſt effectual meaſures for reſtoring the fr 
peace of Europe, particularly of the empire, and to aſiſt ont 


another in preſerving all ſuch dominions as they were reſpec- 
tively poſſeſſed of, or to which they had a right. His Poli de 
majeſty, as elector of Saxony, confirmed and renewed de co 
guaranty of the pragmatic ſanction, and promiſed to ſuppot WW P- 
it with all his forces. If the kingdom of Bohemia ſhould be 
actually attacked, his Poliſh majeſty was immediately to at 
with an army of thirty thouſand auxiliary troops for its de- 
Fence. As ſoon as Bohemia and Saxony ſhould be ont « 


into the Netherlands, or any other place within the empire, 
that the king of Great Britain and the States-general ſhould 
Wink proper, for which ſublidies were to be paid to hi Polk 

8 | 
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king of Great Britain, who was extremely anxious Cn. 
fr the ſecurity of his eleRoral dominions, figned 4 5. 

z convention with the king of Pruſſia, and be- 1745. 
came guarantee of his Pruſſian majeſty's poſſeſ= 

ons, as yielded by the treaty of Breſſaw. Fre- 

derick afterwards repteſented to the States= 

general, by M. Ammon, then his reſident at the 

Hague, that the courts of Vienna and Dreſden 

had employed all ſorts of means to raiſe up 

enemies againſt him ; that though he had made 

no attempt upon the electoral dominions of his 

Poliſh majeſty, as he had a right to do, and might 

have ſucceſsfully done, the king of Poland had 
nevertheleſs called for ſuccours from the empreſs 

of Ruſſia, for the defence of his unattacked do- 

minions, and though he was ſure they would not 

be attacked, It appeared, it was added, that 

theſe ſuccours were rather deſtined to act offen- s 
tyely againſt the king of Prufſia, than for a 
imple defence; and, therefore, that his Pruſſtan 

majeſty could not diſpenſe with himſelf from 
demanding of their high mightineſſes thoſe ſuc- 

cours which were ſtipulated by treaty. The 

Pruſſian miniſter faid farther, that the king his 

maſter expected from their high mightineſſes 


wjeſty, by che king of Great Britain and the States · general. 
ln caſe the king of Poland ſhould, in eonſequence of theſe 
meaſures, draw upon himſelf a war, he was to be ſupported 
therein by his allies ; and no peace was to be made without 
tis conſent, or without obtaining for him proper ſatisfattion, 


Vol. I. | S juſtice 


* 
rp Y 
4 
tu 
Be 
Be. 
i 
- 
1 -A 


oy 
N 


Ex 1 I 


* : 


e 


EY Se 7 * — N 
1 "IM 2 
: 133 py 7 8 


ee 


— 3 
ow 7 


1 £ * 4 "» =; 7 2 
. 1 a 3 
0 we Bae ron 
- 8 


e 
bi ; 4 


N . 
# 


258 


Cnar. juſtice and equity, and fidelity in the perform. 


IX. 
A.D. 


1745. not delay granting him the ſuccours he required, 


of their right of ſuffrage for that time, # 
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ance of their engagements ; and that they would 


nor omit repreſenting to the Ruſſian court the 
obligations they were under to aſſiſt the king of 
Pruſſia, and the miſchiefs. and inconvenience 
that might ariſe from the empreſs's n the 
court of Dreſden. 

On the ſecond of September, 1745, the grand 
duke of Tuſcany was elected king of the Roman, 
and emperor of Germany. The king of Pruſſia, 
by his ambaſſadors, declared the election to be 
void. The elector palatine, whoſe countries had 
been ravaged by the Auſtrian armies, entered a 
proteſt to the ſame purport. The electon 
ambaſſadors of theſe two ' princes retired from 
Franckfort ; but this was not ſufficient to inn. 
lidate the election, becauſe it was ſettled by the 
golden bull, © That if the electors, or their an- 
* baſladors, ſhould retire from the place of elec- 
tion, before the king of the Romans, the future 
© emperor, was elected, they ſhould be deprived 


© being judged to have abandoned it.” Before 
the end of the month, the new emperor Was 
crowned at Franckfort ; and Voltaire obſerves 
that the queen of Hungary, now empreſs, came 
to that city * to enjoy her triumph, the corona- 
© tion of her huſband. She ſaw, from a balcony, 


the ceremony of the entry, and was the firl 


that 
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that cried out, Long LIVE THE EMPEROR ! and * 
all the people anſwered with acclamations of F 4 4 
joy and affection. This was the happieſt day 1745. 
« of her life. She afterwards went to ſee her 
© army, ranged in order of battle near Hiedel- 
berg, to the number of ſixty thouſand men. 
© The emperor, her ſpouſe, received her ſword 
in hand, at the head of the army. She paſſed 
between the lines, ſaluted every body, dined 
© under a tent, and ordered a florin to be diſtri. 
buted to every ſoldier“ . 

Is the ſame month, in which the coronation 
of the emperor took place, another battle was 
ſought between the king of Pruſſia and prince 
Charles of Lorrain. On the twenty-ninth of 
September, the Auſtrian army made a' forced 
march, in order to ſurprize and attack Frede- 
rick, in his camp near the village of Sour, in 
the neighbourhood of Trautenau. Prince Charles 
was the rather induced to make this attempt, 
becauſe his army was now much ſuperior in 


ved A runder to that of the king of Pruſſia: 'Frede= 

© BY rick had received ſome intimation of the prince's 
due cengn, and was, therefore, about to change the 

vas poſition of his camp. Orders were given for 

"i that purpoſe on the morning of the thirtieth, 
mne nd the army was to decamp at ten o'clock! 

m The generals of the day, who attended to receive 

ns | 

. « Age of Lewis XV. ch. 17. 

hat 


S 2 theſe 


A. D. 
1745 · 
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theſe orders, were but juſt gone out of the king', 


tent to make the neceſſary diſpoſitions, When 
the advanced guards of the right wing ſent no. 


== tice, that they perceived a large body of cavalry 


and ſome infantry, on the hills of . Deutſch 
Prauſnitz. This news was ſoen confirmed ; and 


it was added, that the whole Auſtrian army was 
- advancing in ſeveral columns“ 


As Frederick now. no *. doubted, of the 
approach of the Auſtrians, he ordered the drum 
to beat, and the trumpets to ſound to arms 
The right wing of the cavalry, and particularly 
the Pruſſian gens d'arms, were the firſt ready to 


march out of the camp, though the enemy en. 


deavoured to hinder them by their artillery, the 


ſhot of which reached the Pruſſian camp. The 


Pruſſian cavalry were, indeed, compelled, to 
make haſte, by a furious fire of great guns and 


haubitzers. When they were . on. horſeback, 


they marched to the right, and were followed 
by the infantry, forming a kind of. ſemicircle, 
the convex ſide of which was towards the enemy, 
that they might not expoſe their flank. Having 
then taken poſſeſſion of the ground moſt propet 


| for the attack, their cavalry formed; and though 
the ground was narrow and uneven, and the 


eminence, on which the Auſtrian army ſtood, 


| very ſteep, yet fiftcen Pruſſian ſquadrons, unde! 


King of Pruflia's Campaigns, p. 17, 148. 
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he command of the major-generals Goltz and CA. 
Katzlar, advanced, received the whole fire of the A 
artillery, and ruſhed in full career upon the 1745. 
ſquadrons of the enemy, of which there were 
ffty-five in this wing, drawn up in three line. 
Notwithſtanding the inferiority in number of 
the Pruſſian cavalry, they fell ſo furiouſly upon 
the firſt line of the Auſtrian horſe, that they 
overthrew them at the firft onſet, and purſued 
them with ſo much vigour, as to put the ſecond 
and third line into the ſame nog cpa and at 
length completely routed them © 

Auoxo other great exertions of Pruflian - 
valour, three battalions of grenadiers had the 


vB nrrepidity to attack the Auſtrian park of artil- 
The lery, though guarded by fifteen companies of 
OBE orcnadiers, ſupported by the Saxon infantry. 
na The Pruſſians loſt many men in this attack; and 
ck vere twice repulſed ; but being ſeaſonably re- 
vel inforced by the regiments of La Motre and 
” Blanckenſee infantry, they made themſelves 


maſters of the Auſtrian park of artillery at the 
a third attack, and alſo took their firſt line in flank. 
POO After this the whole Auſtrian left wing was driven 


vg off the eminence, and the front of the two armies - 
we inſenfibly engaged. The center and left wing of 
" the Pruſſians, of which Frederick had hitherta 
made no uſe, that he might be ſure of a reſource, 
® King of Pruffia's Campaigns, p. 449, 10. 
the 
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. | Fc] vanced gradually through the neighbourhood of n 
of Fr Burckerſdorff; but found every where an obſti. p. 
5 nate enemy, reſolved to diſpute every inch of m 
3 ground. As the Auſtrians had the advantage of g 
48 the ground, and alſo in the number of men, the v. 
4 Pruſſians, at every eminence, and every little u 
* wood, found freſh troops to encounter, who had g. 
8 bi not been engaged before, and whoſe fire wa; Wl 0 
* always ready. Notwithſtanding theſe accumu. t 
„ lated difficulties, the Pruſſian ſoldiers, fighting pt 
* under the eye of their king, inſtead of being a. 
* diſcouraged, redoubled their efforts. With great 

9 gallantry. they climbed up the hills, through n 
BN: ſhowers of bullets and cannon balls, cleared one WW ;h 
* wood after another, and advanced with ſuch e 
TY rapidity, that they were ſoon ready to fall upon n 
XY the battalions of the enemy with their bayonets*. ll tt 
"= But the Auſtrians now began to give way, and m 
by to retreat with precipitation towards the wood Bl ti 
1 of Kænigſreich, and many of them made their il : 
2 eſcape through the defiles beyond the village ol Wl *1 
8 Sour. The defeat of the Auſtrians was ſome- Wl :! 
17 what facilitated by the behaviour of their irre- 

Ty. gular troops, wha had orders to attack the Pruſ- 

2 . ſian army in the rear, but being more ſolicitou N 
bY. for plunder than for victory, they delayed exe- - 
i enting their orders till it was too late. They Wl « 
Jo : King of Pruſſia's Campaigns, p. 151. 


Car. in 8 his right wing ſhould be repulſed, ad. Wl -; 


carried 
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carried off, however, the King's baggage, toge- Cnar. 


ther with his ſecretaries, and other ſervants. 
Excepting this loſs, the victory was compleat ; 
the Auſtrians were obliged to retreat two leagues 
fom the field of battle; five thouſand of them 
were left killed and wounded, and two thouſand 
ken priſoners. The Pruſſians alſo took many 
ſtandards, and twenty-two pieces of cannon. 
Of the Pruſſians one thouſand were killed, and 
two thouſand wounded. Among the killed was 
prince Albert of Brunſwick, brother to the 
queen of Pruſſia. 

THouGH this attack of prince Charles of Lor- 
rain upon the camp of the king of Pruſſia was 


thus unſucceſsful, the ſcheme of the Auſtrian 


general was well concerted, and he had much 
reaſon to expect a very different termination of 
the buſineſs. He knew, that Frederick had 
made large detachments from his army [A], and 
that he laboured under various diſadvantages ; 
and the night before he made his attack, he had 
approached with great filence the right flank of 
the Pruſſian army, formed his army in battle 


I] The king of Pruſſia afterwards reproached himſelf for 
his imprudence, in having at this time made ſuch large de- 
tachments from his army. Referring to this, in his Military 
Iatructions for his Generals, he ſays, I ſhonld have been 
* beaten, and I deſerved it, at Son x, if the abilities of my 

generals, and the intrepidity of my troops, had not ſaved 
me from that misfortune.” P. 53, 54. : 


84 amar, 
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Caar, array, and poſted his cannon in the moſt adyay, 
Fd tageous manner. But, on the day of action, 


* * * TEES ——_— 
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te 
| eneral, wh, was ſo well ſupported by his officer 


and men, who fought with the utmoſt intre, 
pidity, that though he was thus ſuddenly at. 
tacked, and taken at a great diſadvantage, and 
though the Auſtrian army was greatly ſuperit 
in number to that of his own [o], he yet ob. 

tained a great and a ſignal victor. 
AeTER the battle of Sonn, the king of Pruſ 
continued ſome time in the neighbourhood of 
Trautenau, from whence he removed on the 
ſixteenth of October, and having paſſed with his 
army. through the defiles of Schatzlar, encamped 
the ſame day between that town and Liebau, 
He ſtaid there only till the nineteenth of the 
month, when all the army, excepting a large p 
detachment under the command of lieutenant, Wi ' 
general du Moulin, ſtruck their tents, and went Wl ' 
into quarters of cantonment, the cavalry on the 
plains of Schweidnitz and Striegau, and the in» Wt 
fantry at the foot of the mountains, Having Wl 
regulated the winter quarters of the troops, the U 
king ſet out for Berlin, leaving the command of Wi 7 
the army to field-marechal prince Leopold. c 
S | 


ſe] Frederick fps, that the Pruſſian army amounted only to 
eighteen thoufand, while that of the Auſtrians was more tas 
forty thouſand. . Hift. de Mon Temps, tome II. p-. 257. 
55 King of Pruſſia's Campaigns, p. 166. 
WHEY 
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Warn Frederick arrived at Berlin, he was at- Car. 
tended by his body-guards, who entered the city = 
ina kind of triumph. They had in their train 17455! 
the cannpn which had been taken from the enemy ©. 
in the laſt campaign, and the ſtandards and 
colours that were taken in the battles of Hohen 
Friedberg and Sohr. Theſe trophies were after- 
wards conveyed, in ſolemn proceſſion, to the 
church erected for the military by Frederick 
William, M. Bielfeld had, in the courſe of the 
var, been appointed preceptor to prince Fer- 
dinand, the king's youngeſt brother ; and on this 
occaſion he ſtood with the prince in a balcony, 
over the gate of the palace, in order to ſee the 
military proceſſion to the church. M. Borck, 
one of the king's miniſters, ſtood in the ſame 
balcony for the fame purpoſe ; and, while the 
proceſſion was paſſing, clapped Bielfeld on the 
ſhoulder, and ſaid to him in a low voice, © Ah! 
' my dear friend, PEACE were better than all 
* this #*,” The Pruſſian miniſter knew, that at 
that time there was no immediate proſpect of a 
peace; and, perhaps, might be of opinion, that 
the new acquiſitions of the king, and his military 
10 renown, and military crophies, were not a ſuffi- 

cient compenſation to his old ſubjects, for the 

durthens, the dangers, and the calamities of 
J war. Frederick himſelf, but a ſhort time be- 


© #* x 
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es pielſeld's Letters, yol, I. p. 230, 231, 
JEN | for e, 
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cnar. fore, ſeems to have adopted ſimilar ſentiments, 
F- 1 For, in his AxnTi-Macniaveri, he obſerves, that 


© the new conqueſts of a ſovereign do not render 


—. the dominions that he poſſeſſed before more 


« opulent nor more proſperous; his former ſub. 
« jects are not benefited by them; and he is de- 
* ceived if he imagines, that he ſhall _ 


thereby become more happy ©.” 


Soox after Frederick returned to Berlin, he 
received information from prince Leopold of 
Anhalt Deſſau, that prince Charles of Lorrain 
was not putting his army into winter quarters, 
as he had taken ſome pains to make the Pruſſians 
believe, but that a body of ten thouſand Auſtri- 
ans, under the command of general count de 
Grunn, was marching towards Saxony; and that 
other large detachments from the Auſtrian army 
were marching in different directions, and in 


ſuch a manner as to give juſt ground of alarm 


to the Pruſſians. The king alſo received ſome 


farther information reſpecting the defigns of the 


Auſtrians, and gave out at Berlin, that he * had 
* diſcovered a plan of operation, concerted by 
© his enemies, by which they intended to attack 
him in the winter, in five different places at 
the ſame time; and, if it were poſſible, tgtally 
* to overthrow him. The moſt conſiderable of 
theſe five armies was to enter the king's domi- 


-” 


67 Anti-Machiavel, edit. Lond. 1741, p. 12. 
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. nions by the way of Croſſen, and to cut off Cue. 
a his communication with Sileſia; the ſecond 
me ' was to enter Upper Sileſia; and the third i into 1745. 
re Lower Luſatia; a fourth was to march through —v— 
b. © Leipfic, and to fall upon Halle and Magde- 
e. © burgh ; and laſtly, the fifth, conſiſting of about 
t twenty thouſand men, were to march to Berlin, 
' and poſſeſs themſelves of that capital ; and by 
he WY © theſe means they were to give a n blow 
o the king's power ©.” 
bs WHETHER any ſuch deſigns were re really formed 
rs, by the Auſtrians and Saxons, as were attributed 
ns WY to them by the king of Pruſſia, may reaſonably 
=P be queſtioned ; as they ſeem not to have aſſem- 
de WY bled, in the neighbourhood of the Pruſſian do- 
var WY minions, any bodies of troops ſufficiently nume- 
my dus for the execution of ſchemes of ſuch mag- 
in WJ nitude, It appears alſo: to have been a part of 
mm WH the policy of Frederick, to endeavour to intereſt 
me bis ſubjects the more on his behalf, and make 
the them enter more heartily into his enterprizes, 
ad by propagating reports of dangerous ſchemes 
by WY pretended to be formed by his enemies againſt 
ck him and his dominions, Perhaps little more 
night be intended by the Auſtrians, than to fur- 
ly nimh a body of troops to aſſiſt in the defence of 
of WW >=x0ny, in caſe it thould be attacked by the king 


Lettres familieres de M. le Baron de Bielfeld, tom, II. 
5. 135. edit. La Haye, 1763. 
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| Can: of Prufiia, which there was much reaſon toappre. 


IX. 
A. D. 
745. 


hend, from a manifeſto which he had ſome time 
before publiſhed, in which he had declared, that 


is troops were about to act in a hoſtile manner 


againſt that electorate. Fe IA . 


Wren the Auſtrian troops began to be in mo. 
tion, prince Leopold drew the Pruffian troops in 
Sileſia ont of their cantonments, and ſtationed 
them in ſuch a manner as would enable them v 
watch the progreſs of the Auſtrians. The king 
alſo directed the reigning prince of Anhalt Deſſu, 
who was with him at Berlin, to ſet out from tha 
capital, and to aſſemble a large body of Prufſan 
troops, in the neighbourhood of Halle, in Saxony, 
Frederick himſelf alſo prepared to quit hi 


capital, in order to put himſelf at the head df 


his army in Sileſia. 

Tux night before the king left Berlin, he 
ſupped with the reigning queen, the queen dov- 
ager, the reſt of the royal family, count Pode- 
wills, and the lady of his high fteward. Aſta 
fupper, he took leave of the queens, and of the 


princes and princeſſes ; and as he was going out 


of the hall in which they had ſupped, he fav 
count Podewills ſtanding near the door, who 
offered to kifs his hand, but Frederick embraced 
him, and ſaid, © Adieu, my dear count, tak: 

good care of yourſelf, and if any misfortune 


© ſhould befall me, nen chat you 's 
| 7 —"_ 1 


o 


ſe 
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for a few hours, and ſet off early the next morn» 


wer Never did I ſee him more gay, with a more 
1 « pleaſing countenance, and higher ſpirits, than 
mm i that moment. Full of pleaſantry, he ſeated 
ned © himſelf in the coach; with his brother, the 
nel brince royal, and general Rothenburg; and, 
ing ' attended by our molt ardent wiſhes, ſet off full 


71» 


© gallop 
Arrz the king of Pruffia had arrived in Sileſia, 


there, he called in ſome detachments, and aſſem- 
bled his troops near Naumbourg on the Queiſs, 
on the twenty=third of the month. His army 
then amounted to about thirty-five thouſand 
men. With theſe he paſſed the ſmall river Queiſs 
the ſame day, the cavalry by the fords, the in- 
fantry on bridges, and ſo entered Saxony. While 
the Pruſſians were paſſing the river, the light 


of Hulans, who quickly retired; but the huffars 
ef Ziethen and Rueſch, who had paſſed the 


XERSDORFF three regiments of Saxon horſe, and 


© Bielfeld's Letters, vol. I. p. 236, 237. 
7 King of Pruſſia's Campaigns, p. 169. 
Lettets, ut ſupra, p. 239. 


« [oſt a ſincere friend ®.* He then went to bed Cnar, 
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we , which vas the 16th of November 7%. Biel- 1745. 
eld, who was preſent at his departure, ſays, — 


and taken upon him the command of his army 


troops on their right had a ſkirmiſh with a body 


yer on the left, found in the village of Hei- 
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Cray. a regiment of infantry, who were cantoned thers 


IX. 
A. D. 


745. 


end of the village, which was of conſiderable 


tenberg. They found, upon the road, a great 


without much precaution. The Pruſſians, there: 
fore, eaſily put to flight the weak piquets of the 
Saxons, and entered at one end of the village, 
taking ſome priſoners, and much booty. But 
the love of plunder amuſed the huſſars too long 
and gave the Saxons time to form at the other 


length. The Saxons accordingly ſtood theit 
ground there, and would probably have retired 
in good order, and with little loſs, if Frederick 
himſelf had not inſtantly detached ten ſquadrons 
of cuiraſſiers, and two battalions of grenadien, 
to ſupport the huſſars? . An action then im- 
mediately took place, in which the Saxons were 
totally defeated, great numbers of them killed, 
and more than a thouſand taken priſoners, among 
whom was a major-general, and 'thirty other 
officers. The Pruſſians alſo took ſome cannon, 
ſtandards, colours, kettle-drums, and a large 
quantity of ammunition; and in the evening 
encamped near HEexntRsDoREe, | 

Tur following day the Pruſſian army marched, 
through a thick fog, to Trotſchendorf and Lich- 


number of covered waggons, belonging to the 
Auſtrians and Saxons, broken to pieces, and the 
ammunition ſcattered on the ground. The 


7? King of Pruſſia's Campaigns, p. 170. 
| Pruſſians 
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-hemi.battle there. The van-guard of the Pruſ- 
fan army, conſiſting of all the huſſars, and 
ſome battalions of grenadiers, advanced to that 
place-on the night of the twenty-fourth, and was 
followed on the twenty-fifth by the cavalry of 
the right wing, and afterwards by the whole 
umy. They ſummoned the town, and it ſurren- 
dered with its garriſon, They found there 
plenty of forage and proviſions, and encamped 
that day in the neighbourhood. But the army 
of the enemy, inſtead of waiting for them, made 
haſte to get to the little*river of Neifs, with a 
view to ſhelter themſelves behind it. The king 
of Pruſſia, not thinking 1t proper to let them 
recover from their ſurprize, cauſed his troops to 
continue their march on the twenty-ſixth, In 
bis way he took ſome ſmall magazines, and 
upon his arrival on the banks of the Neiſs, found 


ſtealth, and taken the road to Zittau. Frederick 
immediately detached a ſtrong vanguard, con- 
ting of dragoons, grenadiers, and huſſars, un- 


and the major-generals Winterfeld and Kleiſt, 
in order to bring the enemy to a battle, if poſſi- 
ble, or elſe to harraſs them in their retreat. The 
Prufiian detachment came * with the Auſtrian 

army 


that the Auſtrian general had decamped by 


cer the command of lieutenant-general Bonin, 
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pruſſiaans were alſo informed by the country Cnar. 
people, that the army of the enemy was re- a 
aſembled at GorLITz, with a defign to give 1745- 
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Cut. army in the evening, after it had proceeded be. 


EX. 
A. D. 


148. 


yond Zittau, and taken poſt on an eminence, 
near the road to Gabel. As the Auſtrians wers 
much ſuperior in numbers, and poſted to advan. 
tage, the Pruffians ſatisfied themſelves with 
puſhing their light troops near them, and taking 
poſſeſſion, in their fight, of the town and its 
ſuburbs, that they might defend themſelves there 


the next day, in caſe of an attack, and give the 


king time to come up with his whole arny, 
But the Auſtrians decamped at two in the mom. 
ing, and retreated to Bohemia, through the defiles 
of Gabel 73. The Pruſſians did not know that 
the Auſtrians were decamped till day-break, 
when they iſſued out of the town to retard them 
in their march; but as the Auſtrians had made 


great haſte, and had adopted the uſual precau- 
tions on ſuch occaſions, by putting the beſt men 


they had in their rear-guard, the Pruffians were 
obliged to content themſelves with ſome pri- 
ſoners and plunder. The Auſtrians left behind 
them fifteen hundred waggons ; though thele are 
ſaid to have been chiefly plundered by the Saxon 
and Bohemian peaſants in the neighbourhood”. 

_ WarLs the Auſtrians were thus retreating be- 
fore the- king of Pruſſia into Bohemia, the ci 
of Berlin was e alarmed wich reports 


' 73 King of Prufſia's — p. 172, 13 
74 Ibid. p. 174. 
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were not numerous, and the apprehenſions of 
the inhabitants of Berlin were much greater 
than their danger. In the mean time, the prince 
of Anhalt Deſſau had made a great progreſs in 
Saxony. He had marched from Halle, and at- 


* acked the city of Lz1es1c, which was defended 
. by lieutenant-general count de Renard; but as 
„de troops under his command were not propor- 
1, Wl toned to the extent of the city, he thought 
Wl proper to abandon it, in order to ſave his men, 
ik and retreated by the village of Schoenfeld, with 


1 view to get the moraſs between him and the 
Pruſſian army. But, during the night, he en- 
irely left the neighbourhood of Leipſic, and 
marched to join count Rutowſki, who was en- 
or WY camped under the cannon of Dreſden. The 
ri. BY Prince of Anhalt now ſummoned the city to ſur- 
ind YN -nder, which it accordingly did by capitula- 
ro don; and the prince took poſſeſſion of it with 
von WY (our battalions of grenadiers. He alſo ſent a 
1 detachment of grenadiers, who made themſelves 
he. WJ maſters, on the fifth of December, of the town 
of Tosca, where there was a fine magazine. 
The prince himſelf afterwards proceeded to that 
Place, by the acquiſition of which he ſecured a 
communication with the army of the king, from 
Yhom he received directions to move towards 

Vol. I. * MISS EN. 


of 


of the approach of count Grunn to that capital, Ca 7. 
at the head of a large Auſtrian army; but the 4. P. 
count made no attempt upon the city, his troops 1747. 
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Caar. Mersskv. On the twelfth of December, early 
A. B. in the morning, the prince detached general 
1765. count de Geſler, with three hundred huffars, 
cen ſquadrons of cavalry, and four battalions 


of grenadiers, to attack that place. General 
Geller found the town in the poſſeſſion of major. 
general Alembick, with ſeveral companies of 
grenadiers; who being ſummoned to ſurrender, 
Alembick returned for anſwer, that he would 
ſend to Dreſden, to aſk advice there of the 
council of war. The prince arriving in the 
mean time, at the head of his army, refuſed to 
admit of any delay ; whereupon Alembick eva- 
cuated the place filently, and retired with his 
men to Dreſden. The prince then took poſſeſ- 
ſion of Meiſſen, and was ſoon after joined by 
another body of Pruſſian troops, under the com- 
mand of general Lehwald “. 

ON the fourteenth of the month, the army 
under the command of the prince of Anhalt re- 
ſumed its march, in four columns, and took 
poſt near the little village of Roehrſdorf, in order 
of battle. The following day, the troops con- 
tinued their march; and the vanguard, conſiſt- 
ing entirely of huſſars, began to ſkirmiſh, near 
the ſmall town of Wilſdrouff, with ſome light 
cavalry, who were commanded by lieutenant- 
general Sybiliſki. After the Pruſſians had marched 


en King of Pruflia's Campaigns, p. 178, 180. 
| about 
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enemy in order of battle, on the eminences of 
Bennerick and Keſſeldorff; the right wing being 
before Bennerick, and the left behind Keflel- 
dorf, which count Rotowſki had lined with ſeven 
or eight battalions of Auſtrian and Saxon grena- 


from the left wing to the center, conſiſted of 
infantry ; the remainder of the ſecond line, and 


teries of the front and flanks of Keſſeldorff were 


dragoons, and on the left by Sybiliſki's corps, 
and ſome companies of grenadiers, poſted in the 
hollow ways. The left wing began behind that 
ſillage, extending towards that of Zoelmen, and 
was covered by a large battery: the center be- 
Ind Zoelmen had before its front a moraſs and 


no batteries. The right, before the village of 
K bennerick, was fortified with a battery and the 
er WT ittle village of Ztſchon, which rendered any 
* pproach to it extremely difficult. Higher on 
. dae right, between the villages of Ockerwitz 
* nd Brizewitz, was poſted the body under the 
ht command of the count de Grunn, excepting two 
„ iments of horſe, which made the right "_ 
ed Wl; the ſecond line of the Saxons ““. 
v King of Pruflia's Campaigns, p. 181, 182, 

* Ta Tus 


the whole of the third, was cavalry, The bat- 


ſupported on the right by twelve ſquadrons of - 


275 
about half an hour, they ſaw the army of the Car. 


IX. 
A. D. 


1745. 


ders, and a great number of cannon. All the 
frſt line, and the greateſt part of the ſecond, 
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THz prince of Anhalt, having examined the 
poſition of the enemy's army, determined t9 


1745- make his attack on the left, thinking himſelf 
certain of victory, if he could make himſelf 


maſter of the poſt at KessLDOR r, and thereby 
get at the enemy's flank. Accordingly he drey 
up his army in ſuch a manner as he thought 
would beſt effectuate his purpoſe; and it being 
then about two in the afternoon, and the ſhort. 
neſs of the day not allowing time for unneceſſary 
arrangements, the prince haſtened to attack the 
village with three battalions of grenadiers, under 
the command of major-general Hertzberg, fol. 
lowed by three battalions of the regiment of 
Anhalt, and ſupported by five ſquadrons of 
Bonin's regiment of dragoons, and five ſquadron 
of Stille's cuiraſſiers. They marched up with 
great intrepidity ; but the fire of thirty pieces 


of cannon, well ſerved, and that of ſeven batta- 


lions of grenadiers, with which the village was 
lined, made ſuch havock, that they were forced 


to move a little to the right, that the whole body 
might not be ſacrificed at once. They reſumed, 


however, the ſame attack, but were ſtill unſuc- 
ceſsful; which emboldened the enemy's grena- 
diers to fally out, that they might attack the 
aſſailants with till more effect. But this ſally 
proved highly detrimental to the Auſtrians and 
Saxons, and extremely beneficial to the Pruſſians. 
For the prince of Anhalt having ordered Bonin's 

| dragoons 


dr 
th 


St 


an 
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ille's regiment of cuiraſſiers, leaving KessEL= 
y0RFF on the right, drove out all the horſe and 
foot that were in the defiles, and on the eminences, 
ind got to the flank of their army. | 

Tur whole front of the Pruſſian army now 
advanced, and the battle became nearly general. 


een the village and its neighbourhood, puſhed 
thoſe regiments of the Auſtrians and Saxons that 
rere before it, and threw the whole of their two 
lines into confuſion ; and this was done the more 
fectually, becauſe the right wing of the Pruſſian 
avalry had not only gained the enemy's flank, 
but alſo got upon their rear, having met with 
eye reſiſtance from moſt of their ſquadrons, 
ed, ich at the firſt charge gave way. From the 
ac. WT cit wing of the Pruſſians ſome battalions were 


nas Wctached, which took poſt near Zoelmen, and 


the Wnaintained it, notwithſtanding the diſadvantage 
ally af the ground, and a terrible fire from the Saxon 
and WI'iillery upon their flanks. Soon after the whole 
ns. ne of the Pruſſians advanced acroſs the moraſſes 
in's between KEsSELDORFF, Zoelmen, and Bennerick, 
ons {W"=<ked the enemy's center and right wing, and 


. put 


The right wing of the Pruſſian infantry got be- 


277 
dragoons to attack the grenadiers of the enemy CEnar. 
it full ſpeed, they ſoon routed them, entered 4, P. 

zich them into the village, and made a moſt 1745. 
y dreadful laughter. In the mean time, ſome of 
„oe Pruſſian battalions made themſelves maſters , 
ol the batteries, and of that whole poſt; and 
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Cxay. put them to flight without much reſiſtance, their Ml 3 
A. D. left wing being before entirely routed, Fifty Wl 
1745- ſquadrons which yet remained on the eminence; Wi þ 

= behind Zoelmen, were driven from their poſts 4 
by ſome Pruſſian battalions, as were alſo the 
troops under the command of the count de Wl |: 
Grunn; and the prince of Anhalt had now ob. Wl h 
tained a compleat victory “. | r 

VorLTaiRE, ſpeaking of this ation, ſays, It U 
© was the famous old PRINCE or Ax HALT who 
gained this deciſive victory. He had been Wil © 
«* warrior fifty years, and was the firſt that en- 
* tered into the lines of the French.army at Turin Wi * 
in 1707. For conducting the infantry, he vs 
eſteemed the moſt experienced officer in Europe. 
* This great battle was the laſt that filled up the 
* meaſure of his military glory ; ; the only glory ll © 
which he had enjoyed, for fighting was hu 
only province.“ In the battle of Kezss:1- Wil * 
vokrr three thouſand of the Saxons were leſt Wil * 
dead on the field, and more than fix thouſand WW *© 
were made priſoners ??. Among the priſoners Will © 
were four generals, and a great number of other iff * 
officers ; and the Pruſſians alſo made themſelves Wi * 
maſters of all the Auſtrian and Saxon artillery. 
Tre king of Pruſſia himſelf, with the troops ill * 
with which he had driven the Auſtrians into 


77 King of Pruſſia's 8 p- 183, 184, 185. 

77 Ape of Lewis XV. ch. 17. 

?9 Hiſt, de Mon Temps, tome II. p. 310. by 
FE: | | Bohemia, 


mia, 


THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA. 


ſeldorff, two days after the victory obtained there 
by the prince of Anhalt. He immediately pro- 
ceeded to DRESDEN, and ſummoned that city to 
ſurrender. Before his arrival, the king of Po- 
land, elector of Saxony, had withdrawn from 
his capital, and retired to Prague. Dreſden ſur- 
rendered, by capitulation, 'on the. eighteenth of 


ſays Voltaire, followed by ten battalions and 
' ten ſquadrons. He diſarmed three regiments 
' of the militia which compoſed the garriſon ; 
© went to the palace, where he viſited the two 
' princes, and the three princeſſes, the children 
' of the king of Poland, who reſided in it; he 


be expected from the moſt polite man of his 
'age. He ordered the ſhops and warehouſes, 
' which had been ſhut up, to be opened; gave 
a dinner to all the foreign miniſters ; and had 
dan Italian opera played. In fhort, it was 
* ſcarcely perceptible, that the town was in the 
power of the conqueror ; and the ſurrender of 
' Dreſden was ſignalized only by the entertain 
ments that this monarch gave there“. 


Tae politeneſs of the king of Pruſſia did not, 


however, prevent him from levying very heavy 


** Ape of Lewis XV. ut ſupra, 
T4 con 


December; and the king of Pruſſia * entered it,” 


27 
Bohemia, arrived in the neighbourhood of Kef- Cn. 


IX. 
A. D. 
1745. 


' embraced them, and ſhewed them all the 
' marks of tenderneſs and regard, which might 
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contributions on the inhabitants of Saxony. And 
; the king of Poland, who had thought it neceſ. 
. ſary to withdraw from the capital of his electo- 


— nate, and who was weakly ſupported by his 


| great eſteem for the Britiſh miniſter, and de- 


comply with his terms, Frederick remarked, 


allies, was now induced to enter into a negocia. 


tion with Frederick. Mr. Villiers, the Britiſh 
miniſter at the court of Dreſden, was employed 
in the negaciation, and a treaty of peace was 
concluded in a few days, under the mediation of 
his Britannick majeſty. The court of Vienna, 
which had carried on the war againſt the king 
of ' Pruſſia, for ſome time paſt, with little ſuc- 
ceſs, agreed alſo to be comprehended in the 
treaty. In ſome letters which paſſed; during the 
courſe of the negociation, between the king of 
Pruſſia and Mr. Villiers, Frederick profeſſed 


clared, in very ſtrong terms, his own defire of 
peace, if the king of Poland would agree to a 
reaſonable accommodation. He ſeemed hun, 
that his Poliſh majeſty ſhould- have quitted his 
capital ; which was, he ſaid, in his opinion, 
offering him an affront. He had always, he ob- 
ſerved, eſteemed his Poliſh majeſty perſonally; 
and, amidſt the greateſt tavages of war, reſpect 
would have been paid to his character and family. 
But as an inducement to the king of Poland to 


N * without hate, or private animoſity, all 
f the world muſt agree, that eighty thouſand 
| men 
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men, in ſuch a country as Saxony, could not Car. 


] 
aid of ruining it in courſe of time"? | Fo. 


By the treaty of DrzsDan, which was con- 1745. 
1uded on the twenty-fifth of December, 19745, 
t was ſtipulated, that all the contributions levied 


oy 


y his Pruſſian majeſty, in the electorate of z 
sony, to the twenty-ſecond of December, in- 1 
auſive, ſhould be retained to his proper uſe; and 4 
bat his Poliſh majeſty ſhould alſo, at the Eaſter | 3 
„ar at Leipſic, pay to the king of Pruſſia one 2 
o Wh nillion of German crowns, with intereſt, at the- F 
ne of five per cent. to be computed from the | 
e ay of ſigning the treaty. The ſubjects of his Y F 
e Pruſſian majeſty, who were intereſted in the 7 
on funds, were to be exactly paid. The king i 
d Poland, as elector of Saxony, was not to A 
.. Wh nike any innovations, to the prejudice of the 8 
of WR fcoteſtant religion, in that electorate. The 1 
a ons who had enliſted in the Pruſſian ſervice, A 
„ WT fo the time that the Pruſſians entered Saxony, 1 
ßere to continue in that ſervice. The queen of 2 
n, Hungary ceded Sileſia to the king of Pruſſia, in 'Y 
-e fame manner that it had been ceded, by the 5 
; Naaty of Breſlaw, in which the king of Poland 3 
& {W-ncurred, and which was guarantied by the king Z 
„. W'f Great Britain. The elector palatine was 4 
to Wl mprehended in this treaty, and both he, and | 3 
d, B 
m * Letters of the King « of Pruſſia to Mr. Villiers, publiſhed 4 
* a the Gentleman's Magazine, vol. XVI. p· 142, 143, 144+ 4 


4 the 


ona. the king of Pruſſia, agreed to acknowledge the 


1745. and his imperial majeſty confirmed, in favour 
of the king of Pruſſia, certain privileges de an 
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grand duke of Tuſcany as emperor of Germany, 


evocando, conceded to his Pruſſian majeſty by 
the late emperor Charles VII. which related to 
ſome territories poſſeſſed by the king of Pruſſia, 
not appertaining to the electorate of Branden. 
burgh. This treaty was ſigned by the Saxon 
miniſter, by count Podewills, cabinet miniſter 
to the king of Pruſſia, by count Kaunitz, the 
imperial miniſter, and by Mr. Villiers, the Britin 
miniſter at the court of Dreſden. 

AFTER the peace of Dreſden was concluded, 
the Pruſſian troops evacuated Saxony, and Fre. 
derick returned immediately to Berlin, where he 
was received by his ſubjects with loud acclama- 
tions. On the day that he entered the city, he 
was met, about fix miles from it, by great num- 
bers of citizens of Berlin, and others, on horle- 
back, marſhalled in companies, who attended 
him to his palace. The king ſat in an open 
phaeton, and was accompanied by his two bro- 
thers, the prince of Pruſſia, and prince Henry. 
The number of ſpectators who ſurrounded the 
carriage was ſo great, that the horſes could ad- 
vance only ſtep by ſtep; and the ſolemnity of 
their pace added to the dignity of this triumphant 


"2 Bielfcld's Letters, vol. II. p. 5. 
3 ent; 


d- 


Y\ 
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had now joined the proceſſion. The air re- 
ſounded with the acclamations of the people, 
who cried out, © Long live the king ; long live 
© FREDERICK THE GREAT.“ Frederick ſaluted 
the ſpectators on the right and on the left, and 


ſaid to thoſe who eagerly crowded to ſee him, 


© Do not preſs each other, my children. Take 
' care of yourſelves, that the horſes may not 


' happen.” In his whole behaviour on this 
eccaſion, the king exhibited the utmoſt mild- 
neſs, gentleneſs, and affability ; and ſeemed to 
be under the influence of the greateſt affection 
for his people. When he arrived at the palace, 
the crowd renewed their acclamations ; and the 
citizens, who had been formed into companies 


up, with drums beating, and colours flying, 
under the palace windows. 

Ar ſix o*clock in the evening, the whole city 
vas illuminated. Frederick then went into his 
coach, attended by the prince of Pruſſia and 
prince Henry, and was followed by prince Fer- 
dinand, in order to make the circuit of the city. 
But the king had now received information, that 
M. vu Hax, who had been one of his precep- 
tors, lay at the point of death. And, notwith- 
ky the general Joy and exultation, Frede- 

rick 


' trample upon you, and that no accident may 


to meet him at a diſtance from the city, drew 


283 


entry. Great numbers of coaches, filled with Czar. 
nobility and gentry who came to meet the king, 5 


1745. 
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cur. rick quitted the pomp of the court, and the 

| 2 triumph of the city, that he might perſorm the 

1745. laſt offices of humanity to his old preceptor, 

e ordered his carriage to be driven to the houſe 

of M. du Han, which was ſituated in a kind of 

court, the houſes of which were ſo crowded with 

lamps, in conſequence of the general illuminz. 

tion, that when the king and his brothers entered 

the ſick man's chamber, it was found neceſſary, 

on account of the heat, though in the depth of 

winter, to open the windows. It was an 

© affecting ſight,” ſays Bielfeld, to ſee a dying 

man, in the midſt of a brilliant illumination, 

ſurrounded by princes, and viſited by a trium- 

* phant monarch, who, in the midſt of the in- 

ceſſant clamour of exultation, ſought only to 

alleviate the ſick man's pangs, participating 

of his diſtreſs, and reflecting upon the vanity 

of all human grandeur.” When the king had 

taken a tender adieu of M. du Han, who ſur- 

vived only till the next day, he went again into 

his coach, rode round the city, and returned to 
the palace about ten that evening ®. 

Tarts days after the king's return to Berlin, 
he gave a ſplendid entertainment at the opera- 
houſe, as the Feaſt of Peace. The court was 

ſeared at fix large tables; and, behind the ſcenes, 
and in the different apartments of the theatre, à 


a 


A a 


bl) 


5 Bielfeld's Letters, vol. II. p. 10, 11, 13. 
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cold collation, with a deſert, and plenty of wine, Cage; 
be WY provided for the citizens of Berlin. The . 
he WY opera-houſe was illuminated in the inſide with 1745. 
r. Trax candles, and on the outfide with lamps. Mp N 
e Directly fronting the theatre was erected a build- 
of ng, which repreſented the temple of Janus; _ 
me gates of which were faſtened by a ſoldier in 
- Roman habit. Behind this temple were exhi- 
dl Wi diced ſome magnificent fireworks. grand 
„ WM maſquerade ball was likewiſe given on the occa- 
of Wi bon, which laſted till day- light *. 
Tut opera-houſe, in which this ſplendid en- 
> Wl crtainment was given, is a very magnificent 
ſfructure, and was begun to be erected by Fre- 
lerick at the commencement of his reign. Dr. 
Burney obſerves, that it was firſt opened on the 
birth-day of the queen-mother, in the year 
Þ WM 1742. The principal front has two entrances, 
o level with the ground, and the other by a 
grand double flight of ſteps. This front is de- 
corated with fix Corinthian pillars, with their 
entablature entire, ſupporting a pediment orna- 


mented with reliefs, and with the following in- 
bription upon it: 


\ 


n, 

z- W/ADERICUS REX APOLLINI ET MUSIS. 
as 

87 * Bielfeld's Letters, vol. II. p. 14. 

a Preſent State of Mulic in Germany, vol. II. p. 101, 


cond edition, 


Tux 


2386 
Cu Ar. 
IX. 
A. D. 
1745 


MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 

Tus front of this edifice is alſo decorated with 
a conſiderable number of ſtatues of poets, and 
dramatic actors, which are placed in niches. The 
two ſides are conſtructed in the ſame manner, 
only there are no pillars **. There is a very 
large pit in this opera-houſe ; and it has alſo 
four rows of boxes, and three galleries ; and has 
been computed capable of —— more than 
two thouſand perſons. 


26 Ibid. P · 95 96, 2 
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ltention of the king of Pruſſia to civil regulations, 
and matters F domeſtic policy. Eflabliſhment of 
the Frederician code. M. Maupertuis placed at 
the bead of the royal academy of ſciences and 
| belles lettres. New regulations of that academy. 
Frederick grants permiſſion for the erection f 
a Roman Catholic church at Berlin. 


* 


A! the commencement of the year 1746, Car. 
peace being eſtabliſhed in Germany, the p. 
king of Pruſſia was at leiſure to attend to civil 1746. 
regulations in his dominions, and to the promo. 
tion of commerce, literature, ſcience, and the 
ts, Theſe objects, therefore, in a conſiderable 
legree engaged his attention; and he alſo endea- 
roured to introduce a great reform into the . 
courts of juſtice, and in the forms and expence 
of legal proceedings. He had remarked the 
ong delays, and the enormous expences, which 
rere attendant upon law-ſuits; and he conſi- 
(ered theſe as a great evil to his ſubjects. He 
ad alſo obſerved, that each of his provinces 
tad a different mode of judicial procedure, 
wich in many caſes was productive of great in- 
donveniencies. With a view, therefore, to re- 
nedy theſe evils, he propoſed that the forms of 
p. .. the courts, in every part of his dominions, 


1 ſhould 
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1 ſhould be reduced to one uniform courſe of pro. 
4. 3 cedure, by which all cauſes might be prepared 
1746. for hearing, and terminated in the courſe of a 
year, though the litigating parties ſhould bring 


them into two courts ; and even if appeals were 
made to the ſupreme tribunal, the cauſes were 
to be finally ſettled within that time. Thi 


plan the king communicated to baron Cocepn;, 


his high chancellor; and directed him to make 
an experiment of it in Pomerania, a large pro- 


vince, which antiently was called terra litizia,f 


on account of the litigious diſpoſition of its in- 
habitants “. The king's plan ſucceeded fo yell 
in Pomerania, that it was alſo tried in other 
provinces, and at length produced the FRTDERI. 
Clan Cops, which was adopted in all the Pruſſan 
dominions. It was firſt publiſhed inthe German 


language, and afterwards publiſhed in French; 


and an Engliſh tranſlation of it was printed at 
Edinburgh, in 1761, in two volumes, 8vo. under 
the following title: The Frepertcian Cont; 
© or, a body of law for the dominions of tie 


king of Pruſſia, founded on reaſon, and the 


© conſtitutions of the country.” | 
By the new regulations which now took place 
in N proceedings, nn the Pruſſan 


in Summary View of the King's Plan for the . 
Judicial Proceedings, written by M. Formey, and prefixed to 
the Frederician Code, vol. I. p. vi. 


7 
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dominions, the attornies, who had formerly the Cx 7 


care of collecting evidence and of adjuſting all 


the preliminaries of a ſuit, were totally diſ- ad. 
miſſed; the whole buſineſs was put into the ne 


hands of the advocates ; and the. office of an 
ittorney was annulled for ever. An inquiry was 
alſo ordered into the qualifications of the advo- 
cates. All thoſe who practiſed without a regular 
admiſſion, or who ſhould be convicted of illicit 
practices, were to be diſcarded. And the judges 
were commanded to examine which of the cauſes, 
then depending, had been protracted by the 
crimes or ignorance of the advocates, and to 
diſmiſs thoſe who ſhould be found culpable. 
The fees of advocates were exactly aſcertained ; 
and no fees were to be paid till the cauſe was 
terminated. Adyocates were ſtrictly enjoined 
not to undertake any cauſe, nor to begin any 
proceſs, before they had obtained from their cli- 
ents all the information neceſſary for ſetting the 
matter in a true light, and enabling the judges 
to give a juſt deciſion. The number of advo- 
cates to be employed in each court was fixed, 
and a diſtin advocate was appointed for the 
poor, No advocate was admitted in petty courts, 
{mall towns, or villages; where the poverty of 
the people, and generally the low value of the 
matter conteſted, rendered diſpatch abſolutely 
neceſſary. In ſuch places, the parties were to 

25 Mg U | appear 
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Ca. appear before a judge appointed for the diftria, 
PF. who was directed to make a ſummary decifion. 


1746. 


— nature and deſign of laws with more attention 


Tur the king of Pruſſia had conſidered the 


than is uſual to princes, is manifeſt from his 
* Differtation on the reaſons for the enacting and 
C repealing of laws,* of which an Engliſh tn. 
flation has been publiſhed, and annexed to the 


firſt volume of his Memoirs of the Houſe of 


3 
c 
c 
c 


4 


Brandenburgh.“ In this Diſſertation, he ſays, 
A perfect body of laws would be one of the 


nobleſt productions of the human mind. Such 


a work would require an unity of defign, and 
ſo great an exactnefs and proportion of rules, 


© that a ſtate directed by thoſe laws would be 


c 


- 3 a 


like a watch, whoſe ſprings are all made for 
the fame end. It would require a profound 
knowledge of the human heart; and of the 
temper and conſtitution of the people. It 
would require moderation in the infliction 
of puniſhments, ſo as to preſerve the moral 
of the people, without being either too mild, 
or too fevere. It would require a fingular 
perſpicuity and diſtinctneſs in wording the 
decrees, ſo as never to afford any room for 
chicanery ; and the decrees themfelves ſhould 


be an abſtract of the beſt regulations of thc 


civil law, adapted with ingenuity and fimpli- 
city to the cuſioms of the nation. In ſhort, 


it would require ſagacity to provide againſt 
every 
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combine even the minuteſt -cireumſtances. 


obſerves, that a few wiſe laws make a nation 
happy; but a multiplicity of them embarraſs 


' phyſician does not overload his patient with 
* medicines, ſo a wie legiſlator does not burthen 
the public with ſuperfluous laws. Medicines, 
© when too numerous, obſtruct one another, and 
© have not their proper effect; ſo too many laws 
become a labyrinth, in which the en and 
juſtice itſelf are loſt.. 

Is the courſe of chis diſſertation, the 8 
likewiſe makes ſome obſervations concerning the 


tiquity, and more particularly the Roman laws. 
He afterwards proceeds to the laws and conſti- 
tution of England, gives ſome account of Magna 
Charta, and makes the following remarks refa- 
tive to the laws of England: Though England 
has a great many good laws, yet there is, per- 


* haps, no country in Europe, where they are ſo 


* badly executed. Rapin Thoyras juſtly re- 
marks, that it is owing to a defect in the go- 
' ernment, that the regal power is continually 
* claſhing with that of the parliament ; that 
' their time is employed in watching each other, 
either to maintain or to enlarge their autho- 
% * rity; 


the adminiſtration of juſtice. © As a ſkilful 


eſtabliſhment of laws among the nations of an- 


29 


« every caſe that may happen, and judgment to Cuar. 


* 


A. D. 
gut perfection is not to be expected from the 1746. 
© frail condition of humanity.* Frederick allo = 
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Cnar. rity; that this jealouſy between the king and il 
15. the repreſentatives of the nation, takes off their 
146. attention from the due adminiſtration of juſtice; Ml - 
0K and that this reſtleſs and tumultuous govern. Ml - 
ment is continually altering its laws by ner 
acts of parliament, according to the exigency ill « 
of different conjunctures and events; fron Ml « 
© whence it follows, that there is no kingdom 
© whatſoever that has ſo great a need of a refor. Wl - 
mation in the law as England.“ That there 3 
much occaſion for reformation in the laws of i « 
England, that they are too voluminous, that the 
is often too much delay in the adminiſtration oi 
juſtice, and that law-ſuits are too expenſive, my 
readily be admitted. But there is nothing in the 
conſtitution of England that would prevent ai « 
reviſal of the laws, or that renders it impract- © 
cable to remedy theſe evils. And as to w 
our royal author ſays of the * reſtleſs and tumul <« 
; © tuous government? of England, it is certain, 
q | that much more tranquility was enjoyed in Eng- pl 
1] land, during Traden reign, moms in the Prui-W ce 
1 ſian dominions. he 
1 | Tux king of Pruſſia was of opiniad' that tie ©: 
\ - puniſhments inflicted for robbery, in moſt coun-W m 
tries, were too ſevere. *© Robberies,” ſays he, 
attended with aggravating circumſtances, de- 
© ſerve to be puniſhed with death; but thoſe 
committed without violence, may be viewed I, 


in ſuch a = as to excite compaſſion towards 
. * the 
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the guilty. The diſtance is infinite between og. 
« the ſituation of the rich and of the poor. The 3. % 
© one roll in affluence, and riot in, ſuperfluity: 1746: 
« The other are forſaken by fortune, and defti. . 


© tute even of neceſſaries. If a poor fellow 
* ſteals, through want, a few piſtoles, or a gold 
© watch, from a man whoſe wealth even prevents 
him from feeling the loſs, is this a reaſon for 


© condemning him to death? Does not humanity 
call upon us to ſoften the ſeverity of the 
* puniſhment? It ſeems, indeed, that this law ; 
« was made by the rich; and have not the poor 


* right to ſay, “ Is there no compaſſion due 
to our unkappy ſituation? If you were charit- 


able, if you were humane, you would ſuccour 


© us in our diſtreſs, and then we ſhould not rob 
4 you. We aſk you whether it be fair, that all 
« the pleaſures of life ſhould fall to your ſhare, 
* and nothing but miſery to ours? _ 
FREDERICK alſo condemns the practice of e em- 
ploying torture to extort confeſſion, which he 


cenſures as equally cruel and uſeleſs; and which 


he had, much to his honour, aboliſhed through- 
out his own dominions. But, on this ſubject, he 
makes a miſtake reſpecting England. In Eng- 
land,“ ſays he, they had formerly the ordeal, 

* or purgation by fire and by water. At pre- 


n Diſſertation ſur les raiſons Getabler on Fi aig les 
Loix, p. 571, 572. edit. Lond. 1767. 


U 3 | « ſent, 
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© ſent, they have a kind of torture leſs ſevere 
© than the ordinary one, but which amounts 
© nearly to the ſame thing 59.” Frederick ſeems 
to have been led into this miſapprehenfion, by 
the antient law which prevailed in this country, 
that thoſe perſons ſhould be preſſed to death, 
who refuſed to plead either guilty or not guilty, 
But this was a very different thing from torture 
to extort confeſſion ; an occaſion to put this law 
in force feldom occurred; and it is now "_ 
aboliſhed by act of parliament. 
In 1746, M. MaveerTvrs was appointed pre- 


ſident of the royal academy of ſciences and belles 


lettres at Berlin; and on the tenth of May, that 
year, ſome new laws, for the regulation of the 
academy, were approved and confirmed by the 
king . The academy was to continue, as be- 
fore, divided into four claſſes. The firſt claſs 
was that of experimental philoſophy,” compre- 
hending chymiſtry, anatomy, botany, and all the 
ſciences which are founded upon experiment. 


The ſecond claſs, that of mathematics, compre- 


hending geometry, algebra, mechanics, aſtro- 
nomy, and all the ſciences which have for their 
object abſtract extenſion, or numbers. The third 
claſs, that of ſpeculative philoſophy, included 


9 Diſſertation ſur les raiſons d'etabler ou d'abroger les 
Loix, p. 575, 576. edit. Lond. 1767. | 
9 Oeuvres de Maupertuis, tom. III. p. 311. edit. 1768. 
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logic, metaphyſics, and morals, The fourth On, AP. 


claſs was that of the belles lettres, and compre- 


hended antiquities, hiſtory, and languages“. 


A. D. 
1746. 


The academy was to conſiſt of three kinds of —XDY 


academicians, honorary, ordinary, and foreigners. 
The honorary members were not to be confined 
to any particular claſs, were to be only ſixteen 
in number, and were not obliged to produce any 
papers. The ordinary members were to be di- 
vided into veterans, penſionaries, and aſſociates. 


The veterans were to conſiſt of thoſe who, after 


long ſervices, had merited a diſpenſation from 
academical labours, and the continuance of their 
penſions and privileges. The penſionaries were 


to be twelve in number, and the aſſociates the 


ſame; and every penſionary was to read two 
papers a year, and every aſſociate one. All new 
members were to be elected by the majority of 
the members preſent in the meetings of the aca- 
demy ; excepting that when there was a vacancy 


of a penſionary's place, the academy ſhould fix 


upon three perſons, two of whom ſhould. be 
members of the academy, and one who was not 
a member; and out of theſe three the king 
ſhould fix upon the perſon to ſupply the vacancy. 
The ordinary meetings of the academy were to 
be holden every Thurſday, except at certain 


vacations ; and the preſident, four cuxators ot 


91 3 4s Maupertuis, tom. III. p. 303. 304, edit. 1768. 
Uz the 
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Cray. the academy, the ſecretary, the hiſtoriographer, 
25. and the librarian, were to conſtitute a committee, 
1746. and to meet once a month, in order to fix upon 
ſuch papers as ſhould be publiſhed in the me- 

moirs of the academy. 

THese new regulations were chiefly drawn up 
by Maupertuis, but ſome additions were made 
by the king's own hand. Frederick was deſitous 
of giving more power to the preſident, than was 
conſiſtent with thoſe liberal ſentiments, which 
ought to prevail in an academy of ſciences : and 
even in the new regulations of the academy his 
ideas ſeem to have been ſomewhat military. In 
the additions to theſe regulations made by the 
king himſelf, he ſays, © The preſident Mauper- 
* tuis ſhall have authority to beſtow the vacant 

© penſions upon thoſe perſons whom he ſhall 

judge to merit them, to aboliſh the ſmaller 
« penſions, and to increaſe thoſe that are too 
* ſmall, in ſuch manner as he ſhall judge proper. 
He ſhall alſo preſide in the academy, without 
regard to rank, over all the members of it, 
whether honorary or otherwiſe; and nothing 
ſhall be done but by him: in the ſame manner 
as a general, who, in other reſpects, has no 
other rank than that of a gentleman, commands 
© dukes and princes in an army, without Wy 
« perſon * offence at it &. 
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As Frederick, from the beginning of his reign, Cuar. 
had ſhewn himſelf to be a friend to toleration in Pay 4 
matters of religion, the Roman Catholicks of 1746. 
Berlin were encouraged to apply to him this 
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year, for permiſſion to erect a church in that city. 

He accordingly readily granted their requeſt, 

aſſigned them a convenient place for the purpoſe, i 
gave them permiſſion to erect as large a church þ 
as they pleaſed, with ſteeples and bells, and $ 
authorized them to receive contributions for the 8 
purpoſe from the Roman Catholicks throughout 9 
his dominions. He alſo promiſed, for himſelf 4 
and his ſucceſſors, that the church ſo erected 4 
ſhould never be converted to any other uſe, than 4 


for the celebration of divine worſhip, according 
to the rites of the Romiſh religion. = 

Ix the year 1746, Frederick appears chiefly to i 
have reſided. at PoTspam. In the evenings he 
always had a concert, and afterwards generally 
ſupped with a ſele& party. Bielfeld was fre- 
quently of this number ; they converſed with 
much freedom; and they often ſat up till a late 
hour. When the concert is over,“ ſays that 
. ve fit down to ſupper ; the converſation 

is gay; and the king is frequently ſurprized to 
* hear the clock ſtrike, two hours after midnight, 

* when he thought he had —_— been an hour 
at table“. 


22 Letters, vol. II. p. 24, 1 
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CHAP. XI. 


4 1 Frederick publi ihes bis Memoirs of the Houſe of 
* | Brandenburgh, and his poem on the Art of Mar. 
4 ——Some account of thoſe performances. Fournies 
4 made by the king.— Entertainments of tbe court, 
5 at his different country palaces. 


Cuar. S the king of Pruſſia, in the courſe of his 
_ ſtudies, had naturally been attentive to the 
1747- hiſtory of his own family, and his own country, 

w——— he was induced, from his deſire of obtaining 

accurate information on the ſubject, to draw up 
his MrMoIREs POUR SERVIR A L'HISTOIRE br 

| LA MAISON DE BRANDENBURGH. M. Hertzberg, 
who has fince diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a very 
able miniſter of ſtate, but who was then a young 
man juſt come from the univerſity, was employed 
in collecting ſome of the materials st. Theſe 

Memoirs were afterwards printed at Berlin, and 
read, at different times, to the royal academy of 
ſciences and belles lettres, The firſt part was 
read at the royal academy on the firſt of June, 
1747”, by M. Darget [o], member of the aca- 

demy, 


* Memoire Hiſtorique ſur la aner anne * la vie de 
Frederick, &c. p. 15. 
95 Qeuvres de Maupertuis, tom. III. p. 312. 
[o] SrErREN Darcer was born at Paris, about the end 
of the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, He came to Berlin 
| in 
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demy, and ſecretary to the king. The king's Cr. 
brothers, and his ſiſter the princeſs Amelia, were 4 p. 
preſent on this occaſions*. An Engliſh tranfla- - 1747. / 


tion of the Memorrs or T Hovuse or BRAN- 
pxNBURGHA, has been publiſhed in two volumes, 
1210. the firſt volume in 1758, and the ſecond 
in 1768. The king dedicated this work to his 
brother, the prince-royal of Pruſſia. In this 
dedication | Frederick beſtows high encomiums 
on that prince, and expreſſes himſelf in the fol- 
lowing terms reſpecting the manner in which he 
had written his Memoirs: © I have treated the 
' ſubject,” ſays he, with freedom and impar- 
' tiality, ſo as to exhibit the princes of your 
' houſe in their real colours. The ſame pen, 
' which has drawn the civil and military virtues 
* of the great elector, has glanced at the foibles 


in 1744, as ſecretary to the marquis de Valori, envoy from 


France to the Pruſſian court. By his courage, and. preſence 
of mind, he ſaved his maſter, who had nearly been taken by 
the Pandours. The king of Pruſſia liked him ſo well, that 
he prevailed on M. de Valori to let him enter into his ſervice, 
and he became his reader and his ſecretary. | Frederick ap- 
pears to have had much eſteem for him, and often correſponded 
wich him after he had quitted his ſervice, and returned to 
France. He addreſſed to him a poetical Epiſtle, which is 
entitled an Apology for Kings, and is printed among the Poefies 
& Phil:foaphe de Sans-Souti. Daryet died in 1778, aged ſixty- 
ix Vid. La Pruſſe Littéraire ſous Frederic II. tome I. 
5.352, 353. A 
Oeuvres de Maupertuis, tom. III. p. 312. 
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Car. of the firſt king of Pruſſia, and thoſe paſſions, 


AD 
1747. 


demned their vices, becauſe vice ſhould find 
_ © no patronage on the throne. I have praiſed 


contain much valuable and curious information, 


and there are ſome very exceptionable paſſages. 


ſays, Huſs was burnt at the council of Con- 


© braced this new ſect only from that ſpirit of 


© which, in the order of Providence, contributed 
© afterwards to raiſe this houſe to its preſent 
pitch of grandeur. | I have diveſted myſelf of 
© all manner of prejudice, and conſidered prince, 
© kings, relations, only as ordinary men. Far 
from being biaſſed by the weight of power, or 
* from idolizing my anceſtors, I have freely con. 


© virtue. wherever I have found it, but at the 
* ſame time have guarded againſt that enthuſiaſm 
© which it naturally inſpires; to the end that 
* nothing but truth, in her plain and native 
* dreſs, ſhould reign throughout this hiſtory.” 
Tux Memoirs of the Houſe of Brandenburgh 


and are written with perſpicuity, ſpirit, and viva- 
city; but miſrepreſentations occaſionally occur, 


The account given by him of the riſe of the re- 
formation, is neither juſt nor candid, and is very 
unfavourable to the reformers. Speaking of 
Jonx Huss, and the Bohemian Proteſtants, he 


* ſtance. His pretended martyrdom enflamed 
© the zeal of his diſciples. The Bohemians, 
who were too dull a people to enter into the 
* ſophiſtical diſputes of the Theologians, em- 


c inde» 
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1; independence and mutiny, which is ſo much 07 25 
00 the characteriſtic of this nation. Theſe new I B. 
converts ſhook off the papal yoke, and made 1747. 
« uſe of the liberty of their conſciences, as a "YL 
cloak to cover the crime of their revolt.” 

Of the Reſtoration of Charles II. and the Revo- 

lution in 1688, he gives the following account: 
After the death of Cromwell, his ſon Richard; 

ho was more a philoſopher than a politician, 
having renounced the power that the protector 

had left him by his uſurpation, the Engliſh 
called with one voice Charles II. to the throne 

© of his father. After his death James II. ſuc- 

© ceeded him. William, ſtadtholder of Holland, 

* who had married his eldeſt daughter, named 
Mary, made his advantage of the diſlike that 

the Engliſh nation had againſt their king, 

* whoſe chief crime was that he was a Roman 
Catholic. He had formed, for a conſiderable 
time, a large party againſt that prince in Eng- 
land. That party began to ſhew itſelf ſoon 

* after the death of the great elector; and it was 

* then that the prince of Orange undertook to 

* dethrone his father-in-law, and he was then 
willing to owe only to his arms, that which 

* his intrigues ſeemed too ſlowly to procure 

5 bim. A Jew of Amſterdam, named Suaſſo, 


n. © Memoires pour ſervir a 'Hifſtoire de la Maiſon de Bran- 
of denburgh, tom. I. p. 27. edit. Lond. 1767, 


le- | © lent 
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Cnar. © lent him two millions for this expedition; 


* ſaying to him, If you ſucceed, I know you 
«« will repay me; if you miſcarry, I am content 


wn c to loſe the money.” With this ſum William 


© went over into England, dethroned king James, 
* ſubdued the oppoſite party, and became, in 
© ſome meaſure, the lawful ſovereign of thoſe 
© three kingdoms, by the approbation of the 
people, who ſeemed to authorize his uſurpa- 
tion.“ This account of the Revolution, does 
not afford a very favourable ſpecimen of the 
accuracy, or fidelity, of Frederick's narrations. 
Tux account alſo given by the king of Pruſſia, 
in this work, of the attempt made in England to 
introduce the Exciſe- ſcheme, in the reign of his 
uncle, king George II. is not unworthy of atten- 
tion. George II.“ ſays he, had formed the 
* ſcheme of rendering himſelf abſolute in Great 
© Britain. This was an enterprize that could 
not be compalled by open force, but privately, 
and by indirect means. To introduce 'the 
* Exciſe in England, and to enſlave the nation, 
< was one and the ſame thing. If the ſcheme 
ſucceeded, it would give the king a fixed and 
certain revenue, with which he might increaſe 
© his army, and eſtabliſh his power. Walpole 
© having propoſed the introduction of the exciſe 


A 


Memoires pour ſervir a PHiſtoire de la Maiſon de Bran- 
denburgh, tom. I. p. 208, 209. 
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to ſome members of parliament, on whom he Cut. 


thought he might depend, they declared, that 
the pay they received from him was only to 
ſupport the uſual courſe of abſurd meafures, 
and not fo extraordinary a project as that was. 
' Notwithſtanding theſe repreſentations, Wal- 
pole brought the affair into parliament; here 
he harangued with ſo much eloquence, as to 
carry his point, in ſpite of Pulteney, and the 
cabal which then oppoſed the court. His 
victory appeared ſo compleat, that the bill for 
© the exciſe was carried by a great majority. 


The next day, an inſurrection had nearly taken 


place in the city. The lords, and the principal 
merchants, addreſſed the king, demanding a 
ſuppreſſion of the bill. Though care had been 
' taken to ſurround the houſe with guards, the 


people gathered about it in great numbers. 


' They filled the air with their ſeditious cries, 
' and began to inſult the king's officers; ſo that 
they ſeemed to want nothing but a head to 
* render the rebellion compleat. Walpole, who 
' ſaw that the affair was becoming very ſerious, 
now thought that it was time to retreat. He 
immediately cancelled the bill, and allied out 
from the parliament-houſe, diſguiſed in an old 
* cloak, and crying out, LIIEERTT, LiBertY, 
ax No Excist! He found the king at St. 
* James's, arming himſelf cap-a-pee ; he had 


already put on the beaver that he wore at Mal- 


- 


plaquet; 


XI. 
A. B. 
7747. 
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Cnar. * plaquet; he was trying on the ſword with 
2 © which he had fought at Oudenarde; and wa, 
1747- for putting himſelf at the head of his guard, 
a * aſſembled in the court of the palace, in order 
© to ſupport his exciſe- ſcheme with firmnek, 
© It was with great difficulty that Walpole could 
© moderate his impetuolity ; he repreſented to 
to him, with all the generous: boldneſs of an 
Engliſhman, attached to his maſter, that this 
© was no time for fighting, but for chooſing be. 
© tween the bill and the crown. In ſhort, the 
© ſcheme of exciſe fell to the ground; and the 
© king, greatly diſſatisfied with his parliament, 
began to diſtruſt his own authority, of which 
© he had been in danger of * a very ſorroy- 

© ful experiment 99.” 

To the Memoirs of the Houſe of Branden- 
burgh four Diſſertations were added: I. On 
Superſtition and Religion. II. On manners, 

| cuſtoms, induſtry, and the progreſs of the human 
underſtanding in the arts and ſciences. III. On 
the antient and modern government of Branden- 
burgh. IV. On the reaſons for the enacting 
and repealing of laws; of which I have taken 
fome notice in the preceding chapter. At the 
cloſe of the firſt of theſe diſſertations, after ſpeak- 
ing of the different ſects. of religion in Pruſſia, 
Frederick . himſelf in the following 


99 | Memoires de n p. 359, 36o, 361. 
manner - 
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* 
1 
A 


manner: © All theſe. ſets live here in peace, „ egg f 
and contribute alike to the proſperity of the A. B. 
© ſtate: for there is no religion which differs 1747. 
greatly from the feſt with reſpect to morality. 
Hence they may be all equal to the govern- 
ment, which of courſe leaves every man to go 
© to heaven which way he pleaſes. All that is 
required of him is, that he ſhould be a good 
citizen. Falſe zeal is a tyrant that depopulates 
* provinces; toleration is a tender mother, that 
© nouriſhes them, and makes them flouriſh **.* 
Azour this time the king of Pruſſia alſo wrote 
his PoxM ON THE ART or WAR , in fix books, 
which is his largeſt poetical production, and of 
which an Engliſh tranſlation was publiſhed in 
uo. in 1780. The rixsr book opens with an 
addreſs to the prince of Pruſſia; followed by 
wiſhes, that the Pruſſian dominions might never 
rs, be expoſed to the calamities of war; an exhor- 
nan Bi tation being, however, at the ſame time added, 
Cui that if ever Pruſſia ſhould be attacked by a proud 
en · ¶ and ambitious enemy, its kings and people ſhould. 
courageouſly unite together in defence of their 
Ken BY country. The royal author afterwards proceeds 
to inculcate the firſt principles of the military 
en; he urges the neceſſity that the young ſoldier 
ſſa, A -wunder, of firſt learning to obey, that he may 


1 Memoires de Brandenburgh, p. 459, 460. 


1 Memoire Hiſtorique ſur la derniere annee de la vie, &c. 
p. 15 Js 16. 
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Og hereafter. be qualified to command; he points 
4 
A. D. 


1747: 
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out the importance of an exact diſcipline ; and 
illuſtrates the different evolutions and manoeuvres 
of the infantry and cavalry. He then applauds 
the military ſcience of the antient Greeks, 
SPARTA, he obſerves, was the cradle and the 
ſchool of warriors ; and he celebrates Mi Traprs, 
Cimon, EyaMinonDas, 'and ALEXANDER the 
Great . From the Greeks. he proceeds to the 
Romans, of whoſe military {kill he ſpeaks in the 
higheſt terms; and afterwards, among modern 
warriors, celebrates marechal TURENNE and 
prince Euctnts. | 

In the s:coxnp book, Frederick treats of that 
important branch of the military art, the choice 
of an encampment, adapted to the particular 
circumſtances of the army, and to the deſigns of 
the commander. He celebrates the praiſes of 
FaBlus, HANNIBAL, LRONVI DAS, and MonTecu- 
CULLI ; and he recommends to generals, that they 
ſhould regulate their conduct by that of the enemy, 
that they ſhould be vigilant, and ready to antici- 
pate whatever may happen; that they ſhould take 
poſſeſſion of the moſt advantageous poſts, march 
with rapidity, ſeize every advantage; retreat with- 
out loſs, advance readily and at the proper mo- 


ment, and always be occupied in new defigns®®? 


192 Oeuvres du en de Sans-Squei, tom. II. p. 8. 
edit. Berlin, 1760, -12mo. 
103 Ibid. p. 18, 19. 
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8 Tur THIRD book begins with a highly poetical 72 
d deſcription of the tetnple of Mars; in which, 4. D. 


's Wl among other allegorical perſonages, Experience — 
l holds a diſtinguiſhed place; and in this book he 


3 celebrates JuLtus Cx8AR, ALCIBIADES, Paulus 
e Ew1Livs, Scipio, the prince of Conpe,, VII- 
, lans, the prince of AxvuAL T, GusTavus Apet- 
e znvs, and his anceſtor the GREAT ELECTORH; and 
ce Wl al enumerates ſome of the moſt ſplendid ations 
e of prince Eu. 

n Ix the rovxTH book, he treats of the art of 
d Wl vortifying and defending cities; and takes notice 


of the invention of gunpowder, and the altera- 
at tion which that diſcovery, and the uſe of artil- 
e lery, has made in the art of war, and particularly 
ar in the caſe of ſieges. He celebrates Vausan 
of for his {kill in the erection of fortifications ; ; lays 
of down rules for conducting ſieges; and gives an 
intereſting deſcription of the taking of Magde- 


al burgh, and the maſſacre of its inhabitants ; re- | I 0 
J. probating, with a juſt ſeverity, the infamous be- 1 
1 haviour of Tilly, the Auſtrian general, on that | $1 
xe occaſion. | "= 
h Is the riyTH book, Frederick treats of the | ia 
N= method of ſecuring and connecting together the hel! 
0 winter quarters; and he ſhews how important a | by 
| part of the buſineſs of a general it is, to provide 9 


proper ſubſiſtence for his troops. In winter, he 
alſo remarks, that the places of thoſe ſoldiers, 
Whoſe lives had been loſt in the preceding cam- 


u 3 paign, 


CEN wy 


* 


N 
n 


* * mp, $9 — = | 

5 2 — SS * 2 24 % 7 0 * 
EAR DET Cn IG ng 
th. ST ES p n ö 8 * 


— __— 


28 


* 


3 3 


, 
=. 
"= 
þ 
* 
95 


1 
. 
* 
* 
EK 
4 


. . * 5 * * N ST I A ** 2 
8 5 ms * A - ö 
n 


308 


MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


Cuay. paign, ſhould be ſupplied by new recruits; he 


A. D. 
1747. 


ſnews the neceſſity that a general is under, of not 
being off his guard even during winter; and he 
points out the danger and diſhonour of being 


ſurprized i in winter quarters, by the example x 


Bournonville; who, having extended too much 
his quarters in Alſace, was ſuddenly attacked by 
Turenne, and driven on the other ſide of the 


Rhine; though he had a numerous army, the 


very flower of Germany. But he alſo exhibits 
more pleaſing ſcenes: he paints the warrior, in 
the winter, returning to his home, reviſiting his 
wife and children, and enjoying all the delights 
of conjugal and parental affection . 

Tux sixr book treats of battles; and in this 
book Frederick lays down ſuch rules, as are mot 
likely to enſure ſucceſs to thoſe generals who lead 
armies on to battle; and he illuftrates his rule 
by ſome of the moſt famous battles in antient 
and in modern times. In the conduct of a battle 
he ſhews, that valour alone is not ſufficient, but 
that prudence, foreſight, and ſagacity are neceſ- 
ſary ; and he particularly cautions his military 
readers againſt roo much confidence and preſump- 
tion, He alſo remarks, that battles ſhould not 
be wantonly engaged in without proſpect of ad- 


vantage; but that a general ſhould conſider him- 


ſelf. as the father of his ſoldiers, and not ſacrifice 


as Oeuvres du „ de Sans-Souci, ut ſupra, p. 44, 45: 
their 


45. 


eit 
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their lives unneceſfrily. But, when an action Cnar. 
becomes proper, every nerve 1s to be ſtrained, 5 
every effort to be employed, in order to obtain 1747. 


the victory. He ſhews, that it is more advan- 
tageous to attack an enemy, than to wait to re- 
ceive their attacks; that an able general ſhould 
have the utmoſt ſelf- poſſeſſion in the midſt of the 
hotteſt action; that he ſhould be fertile in re- 
ſources; and that when a battle is gained, the 
greateſt care ſnould be taken to make the proper 
advantage of it. Among other generals who are 


celebrated in this book, is his opponent prince 


CuakLEs of LoRRAIN, whoſe military ſcience he 
highly applauds, and particularly that diſplay 
which he made of it in his paſſage over the 
Rhine, in the fight of the French army *. 

Tur king of Pruſſia's poem on L'arT DE La 
Guerre contains many ſound and important 
principles of the military art, adorned with the 
graces of poetry ; -but it is a ſingular circum- 


ſtance, that in a poem on this ſubject, in which 


he has celebrated ſo many antient and modern 
generals, in which he has repeatedly beſtowed 
very high encomiums on prince Eugene, and 
eren mentioned the battle of Blenheim “, he 
ſhould, with the moſt extreme caution, have 
avoided making the leaſt mention of our illuſtri- 
ous Joux, duke of MARLBOROUGH. This ſtriking 


Oeuvres du Philoſophe de Sans-Souci, ut ſupra, p. 59. 
1 Ibid, P · 56. 
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| CY omiſſion was very properly, and in a manner 


Ys farcaſtic, animadyerted upon in the fol. 
lowing paſſage in the Monthly Review ; « | 


1s ſomewhat remarkable, that in a. Poem treat- 


© ing c of the art of war, and in which all the 

great commanders of antient and modern times 
are occaſionally introduced, no heroes of Eng- 
c liſh ſtory are ſo much as once mentioned, not 


c even the glorious MARLBOROUGH ; though the 


very generals he ſo frequently defeated have 
c reſpectable places aſſigned them in this temple 
of Fame. It is not to be ſuppoſed that this 
* ſilence, with reſpect to MaRLBORQUGH, pro- 

© ceeded from invidious motives ; we rather 
, think, that his Pruſſian majeſty conſidered iu 
* as a general who underſtood onLy PART OF HIS 
© PROFESSION, having never given any proof of 
* his ſkill IN CONDUCTING A RETREAT.” 

In the year 1747, M. Bielfeld attended the 
king in journies to Sileſia, Magdeburgh, and 
Stettin, in each of which places Frederick re- 
viewed his troops, examined into the ſtate of the 
police, and made regulations ref; pecting govern- 
ment and the finances. The fame gentleman 
accompanied the king, both that year and the 
preceding, in different parties of pleaſure at his 


ſeveral country palaces, of which he gives the 


following account: We have paſſed,” ſays he, 


107 yal, LXV. p. 285. 
* part 
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part of the two laſt ſummers ſometimes at Caar. 
© SaNS-SOUCT, ſometimes at CHARLOTTEN=. Fa 


© z0VRG, ſometimes at OrancepouRG,and. ſome- 
© times at RHEINSBERG. The queens, the princes, 


the princeſſes, and the greateſt part of thoſe 


© gentlemen and ladies who belong to the court, 
have been of theſe parties. Every where we 


© have found .commodious and well-furniſned 
© apartments, agreeable entertainments, ſuperb 


* gardens, balls, illuminations, fire-works, a 
royal table, and wine fit for the gods. The 


king has enjoyed a continual flow of ſpirits, 


and we have conſtantly regarded him as the 
© author and ſupporter of all our joy. At 
© Rheinſberg, his majeſty permitted us to act the 
© tragedy of Britannicus, in which I played the 
part of Nero. Almoſt all the other performers 


© were princes. The princeſs Amelia performed 
© the part of Agrippina with amazing force * | 


* propriety 
DuriNG ls ſtay at Charlotterbousg a fire 
broke out in the palace, which did great damage, 
and endangered the lives of ſome of the royal 
family. The king had invited the queen con- 
ſort, and the queen dowager, to ſpend ſome 


weeks at Charlottenbourg; in conſequence of 


which the whole court, which conſiſted of two 
hundred and eighty perſons, including domeſtics, 


i Lettres do Bielfeld, tom, II. p. 242, 244, 


1747+ | 
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Cray. were lodged in the palace. When they had been 
A. B. there three days, a fire broke out at two o'clock 
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in the morning, which raged with great vio. 
" lence, and continued ſeveral hours before it was 
extinguiſhed.” In the midſt of the conſternation 
occaſioned by this accident, Bielfeld ſaw the king 
walking very compoſedly on the terrace; and 
going up to his majeſty, Frederick ſaid, Well, 
it is a misfortune ; but, if nobody be hurt, no 
matter. The workmen of Berlin will be the 
© better for it.” The damage made by this fire 
was eſtimated at twenty-five thouſand crowns. 
The king gave directions to M. Knobelſtorf, 
| who was then ſuperintendant of his buildings, 
to put every thing, as nearly as poſſible, into the 
ſame ſtate in which it was before the fire. The 
court removed: ſoon after to Orangebourg, where 
a variety of entertainments were exhibited, which 
appear to have been under the particular direc- 
tion of the prince of Pruſſia “. 

Trovcn Frederick's adminiſtration of govern- 
ment naturally procured him, in many reſpects, 
the applauſe of his ſubjects, yet as he attended no 
place of public worſhip, kept much company 
with men whoſe ſentiments relative to religion 
were known to be licentious, and on topics of 
that kind ſometimes ſufficiently manifeſted his 
own ſceptical principles, reflexions againſt him 


19 Lettres de Bielfeld, tom. II. p. 244, 245, 247, 248. 
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on this account were occaſionally thrown out by Cray. 
ſome of the clergy. One inſtance of this is re- 1 
lated by Voltaire, who alſo gives a ludicrous 1747. 


account of the King's behaviour on the occaſion. 
The clergyman of a village near Stettin, in a 


ſermon upon Herod, had made uſe of ſome 


expreſſions, by which it was underſtood, that he 
intended to reflect upon the king. - © He was, 
therefore, ſummoned,” ſays Voltaire, © to ap- 
* pear before the conſiſtory at Potſdam ; though 
© there was, in reality, no more a confiſtory at 
court, than there was a maſs. The poor man 
came. The king put on a gown and band. 
M. D' Argens, author of the Jewiſh Letters, 
and baron Pollnitz, who had changed his reli- 
gion three or four times, dreſſed themſelves up 
in the ſame manner. A folio volume of Bayle's 
© Dictionary was placed upon the table inſtead 
' of a Bible, and the culprit was introduced by 
* two grenadiers, and ſet before theſe three mi- 
* niſters of the goſpel. ** My brother,” ſaid 
the king, © I demand of you, in the name of 
God, who that Herod was, concerning whom 


you preached?” * He who flew the chil- 


* dren,” replied the ſimple prieſt. © But was 
that Herod the firſt ?”” ſaid the king; for 
you ought to know there have been ſeveral 
„ Herods.”” The village prieſt was ſilent: he 
could not anſwer this queſtion. © How,” 


continued the king, © have you dared to preach 
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| a vented on purpoſe. « We mall go to-morrow 


him for the expences of his journeys.“ 
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© about Herod, and are ignorant both of him 
ce and his family! We ſhall pardon you for this 
te time, but know, that we ſhall excommunicate 
« you, if ever hereafter you ſhould dare to preach 
« againſt any one whom you do not know.“ 
© They then delivered his fentence and pardon 
© to him, ſigned by three ridiculous names, in- 


« to Berlin,” added the king; “ and we will 
& ſolicit forgiveneſs for you of our brotherhood. 
« Do nat fail to come and find us out.” Ac. 
* cordingly the prieſt went to Berlin, to ſeek for 
© theſe three miniſters of the goſpel ; but he was 
* only laughed at; and the king, who had more 
© humour than liberality, forgot to reimburſe 


110 Memoires de M. de Voltaire, Ecrits par lui-mème, edit, 
Lond. 1784. p. 81, 82, 83. 


1711, 


THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA. 


CHAP. XII. 


Frederick appoints M. Bielfeld ſuperiuteudant of 


all the untverſities in his dominions. he king's 
attention to the zntereſts of his ſubjed1s, and the 
embelliſbment of his capital. He maintains the 


right of his ſubjes to navigate the ſeas, without 


interruption from other powers at war. — His 


repreſentations on that ſubject to the States- 
general, and to the court of Great Britain. 
Conteſt between the king of - Pruſſia and his Bri- 
tannick majeſty, concerning the property of Eaſt 
Friefland.— Frederick interpoſes in the diſputes 
between the courts of Ruſſa and Sweden.—He 
receives a viſit from marechal Saxe at Potſdam. 


375 


N the courſe of the year 1747, the king of Caray. 


Pruſſia conferred on M. BIEITEID [DE] the 


FRANCK=- 


[=] Baron BieLFELD was born at Hamburgh, in the year 
Some of his earlier years were ſpent at Leyden; and 
in 1738, he became acquainted with the prince-royal of 
Pruſſia, He ſoon after entered into the prince's ſervice, and 
reſided with him at Rheinſberg ; and, after his acceſſion, was 
made ſecretary of legation, and attended count Truchſes in 
his embaſſy to the king of Great Britain. In 1741, he at- 


1 Lettres de Bielfeld, tom. II. p. 253, 254. 
3 | tended 


XII, 
A. D. 
office of ſuperjntendant of all the univerſities in 1747. 


his dominions n. Theſe were HALLE in Saxony. 
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Cnay. FRANCKFORT on the Oder, -KonIGSRBERG in 


2 Pruſſia, DuysBouRG, and LIN EN. And on the 


1747. | W 
— 
tended the king of Pruſſia in Sileſia; and the ſame year he 


tranſlated into the German language Monteſquieu's treatife on 
the cauſes of the grandeur and declenſion of the Romans, 
In 1745, he was appointed preceptor to prince Ferdinand, the 
king's youngeſt brother ; and beſides his office of ſuperinten. 
dant of all the univerſities in the Pruſſian dominions, he was 
alſo made director of the hoſpital of Berlin, and had occa. 
fionally the management of the theatres. He married a lady 
of Halle in Saxony, who was poſſeſſed of a large fortune, in 
1748; and it was then that the king of Pruſſia conferred on 
him the dignity of a baron; after which he took a large 
| houſe at Berlin, and reſided there ſome years. But in 1755, 
he quitted the Pruſſian court, and went to reſide at Treben, 
a pleaſant country ſeat, near Altenburgh, in Saxony. Here 
he paſſed his time in an agreeable retirement, till the ravages 
of war compelled him to leave his houſe, and to take ſhelter 
in Hamburgh ; for that, he obſerved, was then almoſt the only 
place in Germany, to which the war was not extended. 

In 1759, baron Bielfeld publiſhed his Political Inflituter, in Wl 
two volumes, 4to. at the Hague. In the firſt of theſe volumes 
the author treats of every thing that regards domeſtic polity, 
and the regulations neceſſary to the peace, proſperity, and in- 

3 | ternal ſecurity of a ſtate. In the ſecond, he treats entirely of 
1 | foreign affairs, the comparative ſtrength and greatneſs of dif- 


1 ferent nations, their alliances, and the moſt material circum- 
ſtances relating to their adminiſtration both in peace and war. 


Some parts of this work, as may eaſily be conceived from the 
baron's connections, were not very conſonant to juſt ſentiments 
of political freedom. Among others, to whom he ſent copies 
of his work, one was Voltaire, who, before he had read the 


book, ſent him a letter returning him thanks for it, in which 


is the following paſſage : © Teach princes to do juſtice. That 
5 6 will 
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THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA, 


king's birth-day, this year, a panegyric was pro- C. 
nounced by M. MaveerrTvrs, as preſident, in Au, | 


the 1 


« will be a conſolation to thoſe who are liable to ſuffer from 
© their ambition, from their caprices, from their injuſtice, and 
from their wickedneſs. Mankind love to hear of the law 
« of nations. They are like the fick, to whom men talk of 
© an univerſal remedy. Have you not ſaid ſomething about 
liberty? I imagine you enjoy it to your wiſh at Hamburgh. 
For my own part, I enjoy it effectually; and have, for theſe 
' fix years paſt, been completely inebriated with the enjoy- 
© ment. I am in the poſſeſſion of free lands on the borders of 
„France, and find myſelf in a ſtate of perfect independency, 
Do you not remember the time when you were not per- 
' mitted to go to your own eſtate? That was certainly con- 
* trary to the law of nations.” 

When peace was concluded, baron Bielfeld returned again. 
to his country-ſeat near Altenburgh; and in 1763, were pub- 
liſhed, at the Hague, in two volumes, 12mo. Lettres familieres 


et autres, de Monſieur le Baron de Bielfeld. Theſe letters were 


afterwards publiſhed in German, and in Engliſh, and have 
been frequently referred to in the courſe of this work. They 
are extremely entertaining, and are very agreeably written; 
but there are ſome errors in the dates, and a few other inac- 
curacies. In 1768, he alſo publiſhed, in two volumes, 8yo. 
at Leyden, Amuſemens Dramatiques ; a collection of comedies, 
in which the manners of the German courts ſeem to be very 
juſtly delineated. He was likewiſe author of © The Elements 
* of Univerſal Erudition, containing an analytical abridgment 
* of the ſciences, polite arts, and belles lettres: of which an. 
Engliſh tranſlation was publiſhed, in three volumes, 8vo. by. 
Dr, Hooper, in the year 1770. In the preface to this work, 
* baron ſays, © After labouring for many years amidſt the 

great world, I am convinced, that all is vanity; and that 


at a certain period of life, the greateſt happineſs which a 
| man 


— 
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cn. the royal academy, on FREDERICK, and on his 
A: 5 attention to literature, ſcience, the arts, and the 


2 747. 


general 


man can aſpire after, conſiſts in living for himſelf, for a fry 


real friends, for the muſes, and for the comforts' of retire- 


© ment.” 

Baron Bielfeld died at Ahenburgb in the year 1770, aged 
fifty-nine. He had ſeveral children by his wife, who died 
ſome time before him; but only two of his ſons ſeem to have 
ſurvived him. He appears to have been a man of amiable 
character and manners, and had a much greater averſion to 
war than his royal maſter. In one of his letters, dated from 
Treben, Sept. 20, 1756, ſpeaking of ſome Pruſſian troops who 
were arrived in that neighbourhood, he ſays, It is reported, 
that theſe military gentry ate going againſt Dreſden; but 
it ſeems uncertain whether they will enter Saxony or Bohe- 
mia. God grant that they may go far from hence! for the 
© ſound of war is ſo hateful to my ears, that I would fly to 
© the uttermoſt parts of the earth to avoid it.“ In another 
letter he ſays, © What a horrible evil is war! If it procures 
to heroes an opportunity of adorning their brows with 
< Jantels; thoſe laurels are conſtantly tained with human blood, 
which in my eyes tarniſhes all their luſtre: and in what 
« diſtreſsful ſituations are many peaceable citizens placed in 
«- conſequence of it! If I were to make a dictionary, I think 
© I ſhould not allow the word war any place in it.” And, in 


a third letter, the baron makes the following obſervations: 


If men were born tigers, if their ſubſiſtence depended upon 


their murderous exploits, if they were compelled to kill, 


and to deftroy each other, for their wants, and for their 
mutual advantage, then I ſhould find a confiderable degree 
of merit in warlike qualities, and a hero would appear in 


my eyes a very reaſonable being. But as Divine Providence 


© has diſpenſed to the whole human race, all that is neceſſary 
to the * and ſuſtenance of every man; and as reaſon, 
« the 


his 
the 
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** { 1 


general intereſts of his kingdom. To all Cnar. 


theſe objects the king, indeed, paid great regard; 
1; he did alſo to manufactures, commerce, and 


vriculture. He likewiſe employed much pains 


ind expence in embelliſiing BrRIIx and Pors- 


the law of nature; and the poſitive laws of different nations, 


lave granted a portion of theſe goods to every individual 
« of ſociety ; ſo that no man can, ſtrictly ſpeaking, be ſaid to 
« die for want; and as the abundance of the neceſſaries of 
( life depends on the intercourſe of mankind, and the calm 
« of peace, it ſeems matter of aſtoniſhment to me, that peace 
is not regarded as inviolable, that war ſhould ever take 
place among men, and that the military profeſſion ſhould” 
not be baniſhed from the earth. The more I think upon the 
ſuhject, the leſs am I able to diſcover, that natural diſpoſi- 
tions, or acquired talents, for killing and exterminating our 
fellow creatures, are to be conſidered as eſtimable qualities; 
dor that what the folly of mankind has decorated with the 
ſpecious names of valour, and of heroiſm, has any juſt claim 


' to honour or applauſe. The whole is a kind of illuſion, 


* with which the great deceive the inferior claſſes of mankind, 
in order to make them ſerve as the inſtruments of their paſ- 


XII. 
A. D. 
1747. 


ons, and eſpecially of their ambition. What ſight can 


© be more horrid, than that of a country ravaged by war! 
where nothing is to be ſeen but fire and ſword, terror, con- 
' fuſion, deſpair, and death. What fight, on the contrary, 
' can be more pleaſing, than that of a country which is the 
reſidence of peace; where every citizen enjoys the fruit of 
* us labours, where all talents are employed and encouraged, 


* where arts, ſciences, and commerce flouriſh, and where the 
' calm delights of ſocial life are enjoyed with chearfulneſs 


and innocence.”? 


Oeuvres de Maupertuis, tom. II. p. 271, &c. 


DAM, 
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Cuar. DAM, in both which places many new ſtreetz 

Fo were built, and very handſome edifices ered, 
1747. under his own immediate direction, 

AmonG other meaſures which Frederick 

adopted for the benefit of his ſubjects, one waz, 

maintaining, with great firmneſs, their right to 

navigate the ſeas, without interruption from 

other powers at war: and hence he is conſidered, 

by count Hertzberg *'*, as the firſt author of 

.that ſyſtem of armed maritime neutrality, which 


has ſince been aſſerted by other nations. 4A 
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1 memorial was preſented on this ſubject to the ! 
States-general, by M. Ammon, his Pruſſian ma- 

/ jeſty's ambaſſador at the Hague, on the eleven Wl | 

of December, 1747; in which he required of Wi 1 

their high mightineſſes, that they ſhould give Wi | 

poſitive and ſtrict orders to their ſubjects, not 

to moleſt the ſhips of his Pruſſian majeſty's ſub- . 


jects, on pretence of viſiting them, or upon any 
pretext whatſoever; but to let them proceed 
freely on their voyages, on the bare exhibition of 
the paſſports and papers, which captains of men 
of war and privateers were authorized to demand 
at ſea. On the 8th of January following, a me- 
morial was preſented, by the Pruſſian reſident in 
London, to the carl of Cheſterfield, then ſecretary 
of ſtate, in which it was obſerved, that his Pruſ- 
fian majeſty had juſt reaſon to expect, from the 
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13 Memvire Hiſtorique ſar la derniere anne de la vie, &c. 
p. 16. 
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Jar 


declarations made by his Britannick majeſty's Can. 
miniſters, that reſpe& would have been paid to A, D. 
his flag, during the war which then ſubſiſted 1747- 


between Great Britain, France, and Spain ; but 
that, on the contrary, though his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects had never deviated from the regu- 
lations of the commerce allowed to neutral na- 
tions, yet the Engliſh men of war, or privateers, 
had unjuſtly taken Pruſſian veſſels, ſeveral of 
which were detained in the ports of England. 
His majeſty, therefore, required, that the com- 
manders of Engliſh men of war, and privateers, 
might be enjoined, under ſevere penalties, to re- 
ſpect his flag, and to leave navigation free to the 
veſſels of his ſubjects, without troubling or mo- 
leſting them under Pretext of ſearch or viſit, and 
content themſelves with the bare exhibition of 
the paſſports and other papers, of which captains 
of men of war, and privateers, were authorized 
by cuſtom to demand the inſpection. A reply 
to this memorial was returned by the earl of 
Cheſterfield, in which his lordſhip obſerved, that 
his Britannick majeſty never intended to occa- 
lon the leaſt obſtruction to the navigation of the 
ſubjects of the king of Pruſſia, ſo long as they 
carried on their trade in a lawful manner, and 
conformably to the antient uſage, .as eſtabliſhed 
and acknowledged among neutral powers. But 
bis Pruſſian majeſty could not but know, that 
there were treaties of commerce actually ſubfiſt= 

Yor. I. Y ing 
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Cray. ing between Great Britain and certain neutral 

Fr. 4 ſtates; and that, by means of the engagements 

1748. formerly contracted on both ſides, every thing 
w—v— relative to their reciprocal trade was fully ſtated 

and regulated. At the ſame time it did not ap- 

pcar, that any treaty of that nature exiſted at 

preſent, or ever did exiſt, between his Britannick 

majeſty and the king of Pruſſia; though that 

had never hindered the Pruſſian ſubjects from 

being favoured in England, with reſpect to their 

navigation, as much as other neutral nations. 

This being the caſe, his Britannick majeſty took 

it for granted, that the intention of the king of 

Pruſſia could not be to require him to make dif- 

tinctions, or to give a preference to the Pruſſian 

ſubjects. His Pruſſian majeſty, it was added, 

was alſo too well acquainted with affairs in gene- 

ral, not to know, that there were eſtabliſhed laws 

in the government of England, which could not 

be departed from; and that if it even ſhould fo 

happen, that the Engliſh ſhips ſhould take upon 

them to do any injuſtice to the trading ſubjects 

of the king of, Pruſſia, there was a tribunal in 

England, the high court of Admiralty, to which 

they. had a right to apply, and to make their 

complaints. The judicial proceedings of that 

court, it was farther ſaid, had been irreproach- 

able, and without blemiſh ; as was manifeſt from 

ſeveral examples, wherein neutral ſhips, unlaw- 

fully taken, had been reſtored to the proprietors 
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with coſts and damages. But this anſwer was ona. 


not ſatisfactory to the king of Pruſſia, who after= 
wards repeated his demand, and adopted other 
meaſures, in order to ſecure a free As to 
his ſubjects. l 
Wuen plenipotentiaries were ſent from the 
different powers at war to Aix-la-Chapelle, in 
1748, in order to treat of a general peace, the 
king of Pruſſia alſo ſent there M. Ammon, as 
his miniſter; and he obtained the guarantee of 
all the contracting powers to his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty's poſſeſſion of Sileſia *”*. But ſome time 
after a diſpute took place, between his Britan- 
nick majeſty and the king of Pruſſia, concerning 
the property of Eaſt Frieſland. Frederick had 
entered upon it, as heir to the laſt poſſeſſor, and 
received the inveſtiture from the elector of Ba- 
varia, But the king of Great Britain, as elector 
of Hanover, had pretenſions to the ſame inhe- 
tance; and, therefore, his miniſter delivered a 
memorial to the diet of the empire, aſſembled 
at Ratiſbon, demanding that the king of Pruſſia, 


zs elector of Brandenburgh, ſhould be referred to 


the deciſion of the Aulic council, in regard to his 
claim to the eſtates of Eaſt Frieſland. It was 


+ Earl of Cheſterfield's Letter to Monſ. Michell, written 
in 1748, and publiſhed with the Duke of Newcaſtle's Letter, 
Lond. 4to. 1753. 

Memoire Hiſtorique, par le comte de Hertzberg, ut 
pra, p. 16, 17. 
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engt. accordingly determined by the electoral college, 
A. B. that the diſpute ſhould be referred to the deci. 
1748. ſion of the Aulic council. But Frederick, being 


*. © 4 


already in poſſeſſion, refuſed to ſubmit his claim 


to the determination of that, or any other tri. 
bunal. Several other memorials were afterwards 
publiſhed by both the parties; but the king of 
Great Britain at length gave up the point in diſ- 
pute between him and his nephew, with whom 
he was unwilling to have any farther conteſt, 
THrouGH peace was now re-eſtablithed between 
the different powers of Europe, yet, in the year 
1749, apprehenſions were entertained, that the 
public tranquility would be again diſturbed, by 
a rupture between Ruſſia and Sweden. The pre- 
ceding year a treaty of alliance had been con- 
cluded between the king of Sweden and the king 
of Pruſſia, in which the court of France had 
concurred ; and it was given out by the court of 
Peterſburgh, that the czarina had obtained infor- 
mation, that a ſcheme was formed, after the 
death of the preſent king of Sweden, who was 
far advanced in age, and in a declining ſtate of 
health, to change the preſent form of govern- 
ment, and to inveſt the prince his ſucceſſor, who 
was married to a ſiſter of the king of Pruſſia, 
with deſpotic power. The empreſs of Ruſſa 
profeſſed to be of opinion, that if the king of 
Sweden ſhould thus be poſſeſſed of arbitrary 
power, and be guided by the councils of France 
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and Pruſſia, he might become a very troubleſome Cu ap; 
and dangerous neighbour to her in the Baltick . &S. 
Reports were, indeed, propagated, that the king 1749. 
of Pruffia had formed a ſcheme of making a re- 
ri- WF volution in the ſtate of the North, by recovering 
ds Wl to Sweden the provinces now poſſeſſed by the 

of WI Ruſſians ; and that as a compenſation to him for 

iſ. WY his aſſiſtance to the Swedes, Swediſh Pomerania, 
om Wl and the iſle of Rugen, were to be given up to 
him, when 'Livonia ſhould be ' recovered from 

cen the Ruſſians 7. Whatever there might be in 
err theſe reports, the Ruſſian miniſter at Stockholm 
the delivered a memorial to that court, in which it 
by vas obſerved, that a general rumour prevailed 
pre · Wl of a deſign to change, after the king's death, the 
on- WM preſent form of government in Sweden. Her 
| imperial majeſty, it was faid, was defirous to 
live in a good-underftanding+with the neighbour- 
ing powers, particularly with the crown of 
Sweden ; but if there was a defign to change the 
preſent form of government, and thereby to en- 
danger the tranquility of the North, her impe- 
rial majeſty could not diſpenſe with herſelf from 
taking cognizance of an affair of ſuch conſe- 
quence to all the Northern powers. She was the 
rather obliged to do this, becauſe it had been 
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us Smollet's Hiſt. of England from the Revolution, pub- 
liſhed as a Continuation of Hume, vol. III. p. 249. 
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Grays expreſsly ſtipulated, in an article of the treaty of 


A. D. 


peace concluded at Nyſtadr, that Ruſſia ſhould 


1749. endeavour, by all poſſible means, to prevent any 


„ # * 
* 


alteration whatſoever in the form of government, 
which had been univerſally approved and ſwom 
to by the ſtates of Sweden. As this article had 
been confirmed by all the treaties ſince ſigned 
with Sweden, her imperial majeſty of all the 
Ruſſias could not behold with indifference; or 


permit, an alteration to be made in the govem- 
ment of Sweden; but, on the contrary, would 


find herſelf under a neceſſity to take the mol 
proper meaſures for the preſervation of the tran- 
quility of the North! s. The empreſs of Ruſſa 
alſo recruited her armies, repaired her fortifica- 
tions, and ordered a ſtrong, body of forces io 


advance towards the frontiers of Finland; and 


the Ruſſian miniſter then delivered another me- 


morial to the court of Stockholm, in which it 


was ſtated, that the empreſs of Ruſſia being de- 
termined to maintain the form of government, 
in the manner in which it was at preſent eſta- 
bliſhed in Sweden, and of which her imperial 


majeſty was guarantee, ſhe ſhould cauſe her 
troops to enter Finland, leſt any meaſure ſhould 


be adopted, on the death. of the reigning king 
to change the preſent conſtitution of Sweden, 
But the Ruſſian troops, it was added, were to 


London Mag. for 1749, p. 166. 


continue 
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of continue in Finland on the footing of friends; Char. 
Id and they were to obſerve an exact diſcipline, and Fay 
ny to live entirely at their own' expence, till ſuch 1749. 
nt, dime as the new king of Sweden was proclaimed, A 
m and he had made aſſurance by oath, that he 
ad would maintain the preſent form of the govern- 
ed ment, and obſerve its treaties *'*, It was replied 
the on the part of the court of Stockholm, that the 
or prince, ſucceſſor to the throne of Sweden, had 
1 already given public and ſufficient aſſurances, 
ud that his royal highneſs would not ſwerve or de- 
olt N tart from his agreements, or ever undertake any = 
an- thing to the leaſt prejudice of the rights and 4 
fla i liberties of the kingdom. But that if, notwith- | N. 
ca- WI fanding all theſe ſolemn aſſurances, the empreſs 


.to of Ruſſia ſhould perſiſt, on any pretence what- | 

; : : +] 
and ſoever, in the intention of making her troops | 
ne- W paſs the frontiers of Finland, his Swediſh majeſty { 
1 it WW could not otherwiſe regard ſuch a ſtep, than as 4 
de. an act of hoſtility, and an open rupture; and he | 


ent, WW ſhould conſider himſelf as juſtly authorized to 
ſta· WW employ the means, which God had put into his 
rial power, for the defence of his dominions ““. 

her Tur king of Pruſſia now began openly to op- 
ld poſe the proceedings of the empreſs of Ruſſia © 
ing, WW ith regard to Sweden. He declared, that he 
jen. MW confidered peace and union, among the princes _ 
e to of Europe, as the greateſt happineſs to which 


London Mag. for 1749, p. 483. 1 
nue | * 4 | they 1 
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Car. they could aſpire; and he had, therefore, greatly 


XII. 
A. D. 
1749. 
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rejoiced, to ſee the foundations of it laid at Aix- 
la-Chapelle, by the contracting parties in the 
late treaty of peace. There was nothing, he 


ſaid, wanting, in order to render this happineſs 


univerſal, but the diſperſion of the clouds which 
ſeemed to be gathering in the North. He had 


_ endeavoured to prevent their effects; but thoſe 
clouds were ſtill lowring, and the extraordinary 


movements made in the dominions of ſome 
neighbouring powers, the armaments and pre- 
parations which they were. carrying on, ſuffici- 
ently proved that thoſe powers were filled with 
great apprehenſions reſpecting the interruption 
of the public tranquility. In ſuch a ſtate of 
things, the king thought it neceſſary that he 
ſhould put his army in a condition to act, in 
order to keep at a diſtance all thoſe unforeſeen 
dangers, which might diſturb the repoſe of his 
faithful ſubjects ?**. After. making this public 
declaration, the king of Pruſſia alſo wrote a 
letter to his uncle, the king of Great Britain, in 
which he obſerved to him, that his Britannick 
majeſty's intereſt and his own were the ſame with 
regard to the tranquility of the North; and, 


therefore, he hoped that his Britannick majelly 


would concur with him, in adopting ſuch mea- 
ſures as were neceſſary for the preſervation ol 


5 London Mag. for 1749, p. 143+ 
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peace. He complained of the threatenings that Cn. 
had been thrown out by the court of Peterſburgh Fg 
againſt Sweden, and took notice of the ſuſpicions 1749- 


that were entertained of the deſigns of the 


th the declaration lately made on that ſubject, by 
on WM the prince ſucceſſor and the ſenate, was ſuffici- 
of Wl cntly ſatisfactory. He obſerved farther, that he 
he had lately made a defenſive alliance with Sweden, 
in WT to which France had acceded ; but that alliance, 
een WF he ſaid, did not turn upon innovations. It 
his obliged, however, both the court of France, and 
lic WE himſelf, to maintain the ſucceſſion eſtabliſhed in 
e 2 BW Sweden, and mutually to defend themſelves 
in againſt any that would attack them. He be- 
ick W fought his Britannick majeſty to employ his 
vith WI credit and good offices, in order to bring Ruſſia 
nd, WF and Sweden to ſuch eclaircifſements, as might 
elty W prove equally ſalutary to both; and he was, he 
1ea- WF {aid, perſuaded, that his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, 
1 ol MW vho had the peace of Europe, and the tran- 
quility of the North, as much -at heart as their 
Britannick and Pruſſian majeſties, would power- 
ace. fully 


Swediſh court, which he ſtated to be ill grounded. 
Of the dangerous projects which had been im- 
puted to Sweden againſt her neighbours, he re- 
marked, that his Britannick majeſty's diſcern- 
© ment was too quick, not to perceive the falſity 
« of it at the very firſt glance; and with reſpect 
to the ſuppoſed deſign of changing the preſent 
form of government in Sweden, he thought that 
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Car, fully contribute to maintain it by uniting hiz 
* efforts with theirs '**. An ambaſſador extraor. 
1749. dinary was afterwards ſent to Peterſburgh from 
wm the king of Great Britain, who declared to the 
empreſs's ' miniſter, that in caſe of a rupture 

between Ruſſia and Sweden, occaſioned by the 

hoſtilities commenced. by che former power, his 
Britannick majeſty would conſider; Ruſſia as the 

aggreſſor, and the empreſs could not expect that 

he ſhould ſupply her with the ſuccours, which 

he was engaged by treaty to furniſh for her de- 

fence, in caſe ſhe ſhould: be attacked. The 

miniſters of France and Pruſlia alſo gave the 

empreſs to underſtand, that they ſhould punc- 

E tually fulfil their engagements. with the court of 
Stockholm, if the Ruſſian troops ſhould enter 

the Swediſh territories of Finland. After ſome 

farther repreſentations, the empreſs declared her- 

ſelf ſatisfied with reſpect to Sweden; but ſhe 

was extremely diſpleaſed with the conduct dt 

the king of Pruſſia on this occaſion, and with 

the ſtyle of his memorials; and from this time 

the czarina, and her miniſters, appear to have 

conceived a great and laſting animoſity again: 

him. | 

Ir a deſign was really formed at this time to 
deprive the Swedes of their liberties, which is not 
improbable, the ſcheme appears to have been 
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als fruſtrated by the interpoſition of Ruſſia, and the 3 


Ir vigilance of the Swediſh ſenate ; and, perhaps, SE 
m partly by the temper of the prince ſucceſſor, 1749. 


he who, though he might be prevailed upon to en- — 
ire gage in ſuch a project, ſeems to have been of 

e doo mild a temper to proſecute it with firmneſs. 

his But a ſimilar ſcheme has ſince been ſucceſsfully 

the pat in execution, by a ſon of the then prince- 

hat royal of Sweden, and of Ulrica, ſiſter to the > 
ich king of Pruſſia; and the form of government 

dee which is now eſtabliſhed in Sweden is in a very 

[he high degree A [4]. It appears extremely 

unfa- 


ſx] Mr. Cox has endeavoured to ſhew, that the preſent 
government of Sweden is not deſpotic, and that © his Swediſh 
majeſty, though now poſſeſſed of very great prerogatives, 
is yet in many important inſtances a limited monarch.” 
Travels into Poland, Ruſſia, Sweden, Ic. vol. II. p. 369. But 
the reaſonings of this ingenious writer upon this ſubject ap- 
pear to me to be extremely unſatisfactory; and I cannot, with 
him, applaud © the judicious and ſpirited conduct of his late 
* majeſty' of Sweden, in the revolution of 1772. On the 
conirary, by that tranſaction, the liberties of the Swediſh na- 
tion, which the king had ſworn in the moſt ſolemn manner to 
maintain, were ſo completely overturned, that, in my appre- 
tenſion, it deſerves to be ſpoken of in terms very different 
from thoſe of approbation and applauſe. It is true, that there 
are ſome limitations of the power of the king ſtated, in the 
articles of the preſent Swediſh conſtitution ; but theſe limita- 
tions are more in form, than in reality. The king of Sweden, 
Mr. Coxe obſerves, can make no new laws by his own autho- 
rity, as the conſtitution now ftands ; but if he cannot make 
tew laws, the Swedes have no ſecurity againſt his acting with- 
; out 
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follow the opinion of the ſenators, in caſe they are unani- 
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Cnay. unfavourable to the intereſts of free ſtates, thar 
| Fo their princes ſhould intermarry in the families 


of 


out law. He is not to levy new taxes without convening the 
Rates, and obtaining their conſent ; but the preſent taxes are 
made perpetual, he enjoys.a fixed revenue, and has the entire 
diſpoſal of the public money; and if the country be invaded, 
he may levy new taxes by his own authority. 

Few governments, excepting thaſe in the Eaſt, are;polleſſe( 
of power ſo.entirely unlimited, as Mr, Coxe ſuppoſes that of 
Sweden ſhould, in order to give it a juſt title to the denomi. 
nation of deſpotic. Upon an accurate inquiry it will be 
Found, that there are ſome limitations of the power of the 
Prince even in France and in Turkey, But the king of 
Sweden, by the preſent conſtitution, has the ſole power of 
convening and diſſolving the ſtates, and is not obliged to 
aſſemble them at any ſtated period; and he has the entire diſ. 


Poſal of the army, the navy, and of all employments civil 


and military. 'By the new conſtitution a ſenate is, indeed, 


appointed, conſiſting of ſeventeen members, comprehending 


the great. officers of the crown, and the governor of Pomen- 
nia; and they are required to give their advice in all the 
affairs of the ſtate, WHENEVER THE'KING SHALL DEMAND 
IT. But though they are obliged to give their advice, he i 
not obliged to follow it, unleſs it be agreeable to his own in- 
clinations. In ſome few inſtances, however, in the negocia- 
tions of peace, truces, and alliances, the king is bound to 


mous. But, as Mr. Coxe himſelf obſerves, * as it is ſcarcely 
© poſiible that ſeventeen ſenators, appointed, and removable, 
© by his majeſty, ſhould be unanimous in their oppoſition to 
© him, we may fairly allow the king to have the command of 
* the ſenate.” x 

Mr. Coxe, however, ſuppoſes, that as the Swediſh conſt- 
tution now ſtands, © emergencies muſt occur, which may 


« render | 
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of deſpotic monarchs. Such connections tend Cnr, 


too much to increaſe. that propenſity to aggran- 


dize their power, which is natural to princes. 1749. 
The influence of wives, and of mothers, is well. 


known to be conſiderable ; and ſuch marriages 
may afford plauſible pretexts to deſpotic ſove- 
reigns, to interfere in conteſts between free ſtates 
and their princes ; which is not often likely to 
prove beneficial to the rights of mankind. 

In the year 1749, the celebrated marechal 
count de SAXE paid a viſit to the king of Pruſſia 
at Potſdam. The merits of this great general 


© render it neceſſary to convene? the aſſembly of the ſtates. 
But theſe emergencies may occur very ſeldom ;* and, when 
they do, be productive of very little effect. As the late king, 
after the revolution of 1772, afſembled the ſtates only when 


he pleaſed, he was near fix years, after that event, before he 


aſembled them again. They then began to make ſome oppo- 
ſition to his adminiſtration. What was the reſult? He ſum- 
moned the ſtates to the palace, made them a ſpeech, and diſ- 
ſolved them. | 

Under ſuch a form of government, no real conſtitutional 
freedom can be enjoyed by the ſubjects of it; and, therefore, 
notwithſtanding the apparent limitations of the power of the 
king, the preſent government of Sweden may juſtly be con- 
ſdered as in a high degree deſpotic. The former conſtitution 
of the Swediſh government bad in it confiderable defects; 
but it is greatly to be regretted, that a brave and reſpectable 
nation, as the Swedes are, ſhould not have found means to 


remedy thoſe defects, without ſubmitting to ſuch an exorbi- 


tant extenſion of the power of their prince, as has ſcarcely 
lf; them even the ſhadow of liberty. 
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Erar. were well known to Frederick, who received 


XII. 
A. D. 
1749. 


* 


him with all the honours due to his rank and 
military talents, and expreſſed great ſatisfaGion 


at having ſo illuſtrious a viſiter. Count Alga. 


rotti, who was at Potſdam at the time, ſpeaking 
of the interview between the king and the mare. 
chal ſays, * It put us in mind of the meeting 
© between Sc1P10 and HanxniBaAL ',* Frederick 
exerciſed ſome of his troops before count Saxe, 
and was particularly ſolicitous to exhibit the 
excellencies of his cavalry, which had been 
trained and greatly improved under his own 
directions [G |. © He manœuvred, ſays Alga- 
5 rotti, 

127 Letters military and political, p. 19. 
[6] The Pruſſian cavalry had been, greatly improved by the 
attention and care of general S815 LITE, who was a brave, 


experienced, and ſkilful officer; but much of their excellence 


they derived from the king himſelf, and from improvements 
in their diſcipline and -exerciſe which he ſuggeſted. Count 
Algarotti informs us, that, among other refinements in diſci- 
pline, it was one day propoſed to ſome of the cavalry officers, 


of the moſt conſummate AT in their profeſſion, to march 2 


large body of horſe towards an enemy quite in a new manner. 
The enemy vere. to be ſuppoſed i in ſight, but a little either to 
the right or tq the left. The common method is, to wheel 
a quarter of a eirele, and mareh ſtraight forward ; then, as 

ſoon as they are in a line with him, to wheel another quarter 
of a circle, and again march forward. Theſe frequent wheel- 
ings, and expoſing the flanks to the entiny, did not pleaſe 
the king. He wanted them to match obliquely, to croſs over 


the ſhorteſt way towards the enemy, and, what is of the ut- 


moſt conſequence, not to ſhew their flank to him, This being 
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« which, at one time, drawn up cloſe, exhibited 8 


© the appearance of a rock; at another, that of 1749. 
a cloud, ſcattered along the plain.'—*. The 
beauty of it was, that, in the charge on full 
© callop, one horſe's head was not a foot beyond 
another. The line was fo exactly ſtraight, that 
' Euclid himſelf could not have found fault with 
(jt *. —* The count obſerving the regularity 
Land ſpirit, the agility and ſteadineſs, of the 

' manceuvres of the Pruſſian cavalry, could not 


* reſtrain himſelf from paying ſeveral compli- 


propoſed to ſome old officers, it did not meet with their 
approbation, Why? Becauſe, they ſaid, it was a thing that 
tad never either been done, or thought of. © It has been 
thought of,“ ſaid the king, and it ſhall be done.” The 
horſemen, it was ſaid, muſt all be taken to the riding-ſchool, 
md drilled for the purpoſe. © They ſhall,” ſaid the king. 
It as then added, that the horſes muſt be drilled too: * $0 - 
* ſhall the horſes,” replied Frederick. It was then obſerved, 
lat ſeveral would get broken limbs before they would be 
able to perform this manceuvre. * What ſignifies that,” ſaid 
the king, © if it ſhould he the means of gaining a victory? — 
The experiment was tried,” ſays Algarotti, by firſt with a 
' few, afterwards with a larger number; and ſugceeded ſo 
well, that, not long after, 1 ſaw ſeveral, quadro fraverſe 
a piece of ground, that was None of the {mootheſt, with 
"as much eaſe as a Spaniſh genet would caper from one ſide 
* of the riding- ſchool to the other.“ aa military and poli- 
tical, p. 224, 225, * 1 
'** Letters military and chinical, p- 5, 6. 
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rotti, © the ſquadron of guards before the count, Cray! 
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Org. ments to its inſtitutor; which could not have 


A. D. 
1749. 


been very diſpleaſing to him *. 
MARECHAL SAXE continued ſome time at Pot. 


dam; and, during his ſtay there, the king and 


he met at leaſt twice a day, at dinner and ſupper, 
in the palace of Sans-Souci. Frederick ſome. 
times uſed to ſend for his gueſt, and his train, in 
open carriages, beautifully ornamented ; upon 
which it was remarked, that the king had judged 
rightly, in putting the marechal and his train 
into triumphal chariots. In anſwer to this ob- 


ſervation, it was replied by the count de Frize 


who was one of the marechal's train, We ar: 
« greatly obliged to his majeſty ; but, happily, 


© weare in a place where thoſe Chariots a are in 


« plenty 126 » 

Cour ATLGAROT TI ſays, I have often heard 
* the king and the marechal diſcourſe on military 
© topics, at the entertainments given by his ma- 
« jeſty, where I might be ſaid epulis accumbere 
* divim, and ſeemed to be attending at Petrarch's 
© TRIUMPH OF FAME. The moſt eminent com- 
© manders paſſed in review before them; and | 
may ſay, with truth, that their merits were very 
© nicely ſcrutinized. They ſometimes diſcuſſed 
the different orders of battle; among which 
© they did not forget the coLumn. They agreed, 
as far as I can remember, that ſuch an ordet 


33 Letters military and political, p. 19. * Ibid. p. 2% 
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« was rather calculated for defence, than for act- Car. 
ing offenſively ; that the only occaſion on 25. 
« which it can attack, with any proſpect of 1749: 


* ſucceſs, is when the enemy is intrenched, as = 


© experience has frequently demonſtrated. The 


« ſtrength of the column conſiſting in its bulk 
« and ſolidity, in its weight and ſhock, it breaks - 


through whatever ſtands in its way; and the 
© enemy, Who waits its attack in the trenches, 
gives it an opportunity of acting with all its 
' advantages. 
part or more of the enemy's lines, it divides 
them into two or more bodies, and prevents 
them from joining or ſupporting each other: 
but, when engaged in the open field, which 
© will oftener happen, the column, on account 
' of its ſmall extent in front, may be ſurrounded 
Aby the light-armed troops, and incloſed like 
the wedge of the antients, falling into the for- 
' ceps. Though ſurrounded, it can, indeed, make 
© head on all ſides, and defend itſelf admirably ; 
' but yet it loſes the advantage of attacking, 
* which ſhould always be the object of a com- 
* mander, when his force will admit of t. 
From all which, the count concluded, that his 
friend FoLarD| 1] was wrong, in thinking the 


lu] Count Saxe had received inſtructions in the military 


art from the chevalier Fol ARD, celebrated for his treatiſes on 


tie art of war, who had predicted the future eminence of his 
Pupil, 


I. Z © column 


Having forced its way into one 
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Car. © column the moſt perfect and ſucceſsful military 


XII. 


the phyſician, juſt before he expired, Doc ros 


order in all caſes, and in every ſituation 


« prognoſtic reſpecting count Sa xk, when in the 
defender of - Crachnick he foreſaw the con- 
* queror of Flanders“. 
Wurx marechal Saxe departed from Potſdam, 


the king, at taking leave of him, preſented him 


with his picture, and a ſnuff-box, richly ſet with 
diamonds '**, This great general, who was in 
full health at the time of his viſiting the king of 
Pruſſia, and poſſeſſed of a very robuſt conftitu. 
tion, lived only to the next year. He was car. 
ried off, by a putrid fever, after an illneſs 0 
nine days, on the 3oth of November, 1750, in 
the fifty-fifth year of his age. The French king 
ſent M. de Senac, his firſt phyſician, to attend 
him in his illneſs. That gentleman was greatl 
attached to count Saxt, and had followed him 
in four campaigns. The marechal met deat 
with the utmoſt fortitude ; but ſaid to his frient 


LIFE Is BUT A DREAM ; MINE HAS BEEN A PINE 
ONE, BUT IT HAS BEEN SHORT ““. 


127 Letters military and political, p. 21, 2 3. 
_ Gent. Mag. vol. XIX. p. 334. 
hed Monthly Review, vol. LI. p. 515. 


CHAT; 


Tur THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA. 339 


ary 

JN 

nm CHA P. XIII. : 
the Repeated applications mas by the king of Prufſ TS” 
on. to Voltaire, to induce him to quit France, and 


reſide at the court of Berlin. —Voltaire's arrival, 
and reception. Diverſions and entertainments at 
the Pruſſian court. — Fredericł's mode of living 
at this period. Deſcription of the palace of 
Sans-Souci.— Methods adopted by the king for 
_ increaſing the Popes of his dominions. 


HE king of Pruſſia, Goon the beginning of one: 
his reign, had been extremely deſirous to 2 
prevail on VoLTAIRE to quit France, and to 1749. 
ſettle in his dominions. He paid the king ſeveral 
viſits, and was extremely careſſed by him, but 
could not be induced to continue with him. 
Voltaire then chiefly reſided with the marchioneſs 
pu CHATELET, a lady of extraordinary accom» 
pliſhments, and of whom he has given the fol- 
loving account; The marchioneſs du Chatelet, 
of all the women in France, had a mind the 
© moſt capable of the different branches of ſci- 
* ence, Her father, the baron de Breteuil, had 
taught her Latin, which ſhe underſtood as 
perfectly as madame Dacier. She knew by 
* heart the moſt beautiful paſſages of Horace, 
Virgil, and Lucretius. All the philoſophical 
Works of Cicero were familiar to her. Her 
AP; 2 2 pre- 
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« prevailing taſte was for mathematics and for 


cernment, and elegance of taſte, with ſo ardent 


ga and bury herſelf in an old ruinous chateau, 


© liſhed with agreeable. rardens. I built a gal 


ſophical experiments. We had al. a nume- 


eaſe. She learned Italian alſo with equal expe- 
dition. We read all the works of Taſſo and 


was for her uſe I wrote an Effay on Ted 


1784, p- 2, 3, 4» 7+ 
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metaphyſics. N Seldom has there been united, 
in the ſame perſon, ſo much juſtneſs of dif. 


a deſire of information. But, notwithſtanding 
her love of literature, ſhe was not the leſs 
fond of the world, and of thoſe amuſement 
which were adapted to her age and ſex. She 
determined, however, to quit them all, and to 


upon the borders of Champagne and. Lorraine, 
and ſituated in a barren and unhealthy ſoil, 
This old chateau ſhe ornamented, and e mbel- 


lery, and provided a fine apparatus for Philo- 


rous library. — I taught the Engliſh languape 
to madame du Chatelet, who, in about three 
months, underſtood it as well as 1 did, and 
read Newton, Locke, and Pope, with the ſame 


Arioſto rogether.'— — At Cirey we cultivated 
all the arts. It was there I compoſed ery 
Merope, the Prodigal Son, and Mahomet. 


Hiſtory, from the age of Charlemagne to the 
preſene . : 


230 Memoires de M. de Voltaire, Ecrits par wo Lond. 
Is ] 
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* Ix one. of Voltaire's letters to the king of Cn . : 
d, Pruſſia, in anſwer to one preſlin; him to Tak Te: D 1 
ic. and reſide at his court, he 5 pay him 17 | 
m viſit ; but . 1 gave him to underſtand,” 5 be, 122 — | 
c that . 1 could not come to ſtay v with him; that c 

of; 1 conſidered it as a duty to prefer friend(hip to 

nts ambition; that I was attached to "madame du 

he Chateler ; ; and that, between philoſophers, I 


o» WM © loved a lady better than a king. He approved 
1 of the liberty I took, though, for. his © own part, 6 


— 


ne, be did not love the ladies 1. . : 
il. Tur marchioneſs du Chatelet died at Lune- | 
. WM ville, the palace of king Staniſlaus, whither Vol- 4 
al. taire had accompanied her, in the year 17493 ; q 
lo. Wl nd, after that event, the king of Pruſſia renewed 1 
ne. bis ſolicitations to him, to come and reſide at . 
e his court. Voltaire, however, went firſt to Faris, | 
rep and ſtarted ſome objections againſt quitting 1 
ind France for Pruſſia. One of his objections was 9 
me WY againſt the climate of Berlin, which he alleged i 
pe- to be rigorous and intemperate. | Algarotti, 5 
nd D'Argens, and La Mettrie, were deſired by the þ 
ted king to write to him, to remove his apprehen- : 
ira, ſions upon that head. Darget, who was a French- | 

It WH man, and then the king's ſecretary, added to a 
ral their letters a certificate in verſe, which was # 
the accompanied by two melons, gathered in the ö 


n Memoires de M. de Voltaire, 6 Ecrits pax lui-meme, Lond. | 
1784, p. 42, 43. ; Is ; 
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month of June, in the gardens of Potſdam , 


From Paris Voltaire went to Compeigne, where 
the French court then was ; and, after a ſhort 
ſtay there, reſolved to proceed to the Pruſſan 
court. But he previouſly went to Holland, and 
from thence to Cleyes. He had thrown out ſome 
intimations to tf king of Pruſſia about the 


expences of his journey ; and Frederick had or. 
dered his banker at Paris to pay into his hand; 
ſixteen thouſand livres to defray them. When 


he arrived at Cleves, M. Raesfeld, the Pruſſian 


reſident there, had alſo orders to provide hin 


with horſes, and the king's carriages, to convey 
him to Berlin 1. Frederick received him with 
great Joy; ; and inſiſted upon his living at Pot!- 
dam, in one of the fineſt apartments of the 
palace, and the ſame which had been occupied 
by marechal Saxe. The king provided him with 
a table and equipages ; the royal cooks, and 
royal coachmen, were always at his command; 


and Darget, the king's ſecretary, was directed to 


take care, that he ſhould want nothing that could 
render his life pleaſant and agreeable age 
Sous time after Voltaire's arrival at Potſdam, 
he received a letter from his niece, in which ſhe 
ſtrongly diffuaded' him from corny at the 


132 Life of Voltaire, written Fas the marquis de Villette, 
anli tranſlated from the French by Mr. Monke, 8vo. 175), 
p. 168. bid. p. 170. % Ibid. p. 171. 


Pruflian 
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*. pruſſian court. This letter was communicated Cuar. N 
gere to Frederick; and Voltaire himſelf alſo threw 2 


on cut ſome doubts, whether his felicity, and his 1750. 


— 
reer 


lian I freedom, would not be diminiſhed by his conti- * : 
and BY nuing at Potſdam. This occaſioned the king, 
me i who then reſided in the upper apartments of the 
the palace, over thoſe of Voltaing, to ſend down to 
or. him the following letter, which was dated the 
n= wenty-third of Auguſt, 1750. 
hen ] have ſeen the lett@ which your niece wrote 
ſan to you from Paris. The friendſhip that ſhe | 
him BY expreſſes for you commands my eſteem. I , 
we * ſhould think as ſhe does, if I were madame L 
with Denis; but being what I am, I think other- : 
otl- ' wiſe. It would give me the moſt extreme con- | 
the + cern, if I thought myſelf the cauſe of making my | | 
vl i enemy wretched; and how then could I deſire the 1 
vil © unhappineſs of a man, whom I eſteem, whom I [ 
and BY love, and who, for my ſake, has given up his 0 
nd; country, and whatever has been thought dear 6 
do, among men? No, my dear Voltaire, if I could 
oull WM © foreſee that your continuing to live in this 

country, would turn in the ſmalleſt degree to 
lam, WW © your diſadvantage, I ſhould be the firſt to diſ- 
1 The ſuade you from it. I ſhould prefer your hap- 
the pineſs to the extreme pleaſure that I have in 

your company. But you are a philoſopher, 
lere and ſo am I: what can be more natural, more 
” * ſimple, and more proper, than that thoſe phi. 

* loſophers who were formed to live together, 
ſlan FFF * who 
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ca.. who are united by the ſame ſtudies, the fame 


XIII. 
A. P. 


* 1750. 


c 


taſte, and the ſame manner of thinking, ſhould 


give themſelves that fatisfaction ? T refpe&t you 


c 


c 


c 


« 


* 


0 


* 


— 


he 


Cy 


LY 


as my maſter in eloquence and learning, and 
I love you as a virtuous friend. What flavery, 
what anhappineſs, what change, what incon. 
ſtancy of fortunt is to be dreaded in a coun. 
try where you are as highly valued as in your 
own, and with a friend who 'has a 'grateful 
heart? I have not the fooliſh preſumption to 
think Berlin equal to Paris. If riches, gran- 
deur, and magnificence, make a city agreeable, 
Berlin muſt yield to Paris. If there'be a par: 
ticular place to be found in the world, where 
fine taſte more generally prevails, I'know, and 
I allow that it is Paris. But do not you carry 
that taſte with you wherever you go? We have 
powers ſufficient to praiſe your merits, and a 
to ſentiment, we will not yield to any counti 
upon earth. I reſpected the friendſhip which 
attached you to madame du Chatelet; but, after 
her, I am one of your oldeſt friends. What! 
becauſe you conſent to retire to my houſe, ſhall 
it be ſaid that this houſe will become your 
priſon? Shall I become your tyrant, becauſe 1 
am your friend? I confeſs to you, that I'do 
not underſtand that logic; and I am firmly 
perſuaded, that you will be happy here as long 
as I live; that you will be looked upon as the 
father of letters, and of men 100 taſte'; and that 
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me Wl © you will find every conſolation in me, which a Cn. \ 
11d man of your merit tan W from one who —_ — 8 
ou Ml eſteems him s.“ „ F 
nd Tuts letter ſeems to have determined Voltaire i 9 
bo continue to reſide at Potſdam. But he deſired | ö 
n. me Pruſſian monarch, to aſk the conſent of the . 


n- French king to his quitting his own country, 
ur WT which Frederick accordingly did by his miniſter 
ful at Verſailles. Lewis XV. gave his conſent, but 
to Wl vith ſome apparent reluctance and -difguft. Fre- 
n- derick now made Voltaire one of his chamber- 
le, hans, conferred on him the order of merit, and 
ar- gave him a contract, by which he boundihimſelf i 
ere to pay to him a penſion of twenty thouſand - — 
md livres, or eight hundred guineas a year. | 
try ArrER Voltaire's arrival, a variety of enter- . 
e tainments were exhibited at the Pruſſian court. | 
| as Among others was a very ſplendid tournament, -. q 
try which was performed in the garden of the palace 
of Berlin, and the preparations for which were 
extremely magnificent. Oppolite to the end of 
the courſe, a gallery was erected for the king, i 
the queen, the queen dowager, the princes and ; 
princeſſes, and their attendants; and under it i 
another for the [princeſs Amelia, who was to 

diſtribute the prizes, and four judges, 'who were 
appointed to determine on whom the prizes 
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'35 Commentaire Hiſtorique ſur les Oeuvres de Auteur de 
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ee, On each fide of ines 


was erected a ſpacious building, in the form of 
an amphitheatre; one of which was for the no. 


> bility, and the other for the magiſtrates and citi. 


zens of Berlin. The whole courſe was illumi. 
nated by ſeveral thouſand lamps of different co- 
lours. The knights were divided into four ſqua. 
drons; one of which repreſented the Romans, 
another the Carthaginians, a third the Greeks, 
and the fourth the Perſians. Theſe ſquadrons 
had for their leaders, the prince of Pruſſia, prince 
Henry, prince Ferdinand, and the margrave 
Charles. Each ſquadron conſiſted of fixteen 
knights ; and before each went a great number 
of ſervants, in proper habits, with led horſes, 
and a full band of muſic, adapted to the nation 
they were deſigned to repreſent. . The magni- 
* ficence of theſe knights, ſays Bielfeld, as 
© well as their leaders, ſurpaſſed all deſcription, 
On every fide was ſeen the effulgence of filver, 
© gold, brilliants, and other rich jewels of vari- 
© ous colours; ſo that a more ſumptuous appeat- 
* ance cannot poſſibly be imagined. When they 
«* were drawn up in proper order, the ſignal wa 
* given; and the knights, as well as their lead- 
ers, contended for the prize with the utmoll 
© ardour, by running at the ring with their lances, 
and by attacking the head with their javelins, 
and their ſwords and piſtols, with amazing 
* vigour and dexterity. Marechal Schwerin, 
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re © marechal Kalckſtein, marechal Keith, and M. ena: 1 f 
b! Arnimb, miniſter of ſtate, were the judges, <> " 
0. who determined the prizes, which the princeſs +750. a 
ti. Amelia diſtributed “.? Voltaire was ſo pleaſed gy 
5. with this entertainment, that he wrote on the y 
0. WW pot the four following lines, which he preſented , 
. do the princeſs: ; 
| : 
ms, Jamais, dans la Grice & dans Rome, | 
Ks, On ne vit de tels jeux, ni de plus dignes prix. 
Ons Fai wu les Fils de Mars, ſous les traits de Paris, | 
nce Et Venus qui donnoit la pomme 7. 
ave | 
een Azovur this time Voltaire's tragedy of Rows | 


ber WI 54uvest was alſo exhibited at the palace of Potſ- 
ſes, dam, and ſome of the characters were performed 
ion by the Pruſſian princeſſes. At a rehearſal of 
-ni- this piece, ſome Pruſſian ſoldiers, who were 
ſelected to repreſent the Roman guards atten- 
on. W dant on the ſenate, gave great offence to Voltaire 
ver, by their manner of acting. They were well 
ar- ſkilled in military manceuvres, but were very 
ear- little acquainted with the evolutions of the the- 
hey I atre. Voltaire, who played Cicero, exclaimed 
was aloud, and with an oath, that he had called for 
ad- men, and they had ſent him Germans. The 
not W © princelies,” ſays the marquis de Villette, burſt 
ces, Ml © 0 a laughing, at the energy with which the 


ZING Letters, vol. II. p. 63, 64. 127 Ibid. p. 65. 
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Caxar. © Roman - orator expreſſed his impatience in 
'» © French “.“ 
1750. As the king of Pruſſia s mode of living, though 

5 many reſpects it was very uniform, yet appear 
not to have been always exactly the ſame, it may 
not be improper here to give ſome account of 
the manner in which he paſſed his time, about 
that period of his life to which we are noy 
arrived. 

Ir was his general cuſtom to riſe at five o'clock 
in the morning, and ſometimes earlier [1]. He 
commonly dreſſed his hair himſelf, and ſeldom 
employed more chan two minutes for that pur- 


235 Life of Voltaire, tranſlated by Mr. Monke, P. 172,173 
[1] The accounts given of his time of riſing in the mom. 
ing do not exactly agree. The writer of the Obſervation n 
» the military eftabliſhment, &c. of the King of Pruſſia, ays 
Nothing can be more uniform than his private life. He 
* conſtantly riſes at four o'clock in the ſummer, and at five i in 
© the winter.” P. 6. But Voltaire ſays, in his Ide du Roi & 
Prufſe, © He riſes every morning at five 0 'clock ;? and in hi 
Memoirs, © He roſe at five in the ſummer, and fix in the 
« winter.” The fact ſeems to have been, that in the earlier 
part of his life, and when Voltaire was with him, when he 
,accuſtomed himſelf to ſuppers, he went to bed later, and roſe 
later, than in the latter part of his life, when he wholly left 
off the practice of eating ſuppers. It is alſo ſaid that latterly 
when he had ſometimes overſlept himſelf, he appeared much 
chagrined, and gave poſitive orders to his ſervants, that hon. 
ever drowſy he might be, and however reluctant he might 
ſeem to riſe, they ſhould not ſuffer him to ſleep after the clock 
had ſtruck four. 
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poſe. His boots were put on at his bed-ſide, Car. 


ſor he ſcarcely ever wore ſhoes [x]. After he 5 1 
; 1750. 


Was 


{x] Voltaire fays, © If you want to know the royal cere- 


« monies when the king roſe, by whom he was attended, and 
© what were the functions of his high almoner, his great 
chamberlain, the firſt gentleman of his bed-chamber, and his 
gentleman uſhers, I anſwer, a finple lacquey came to light 


his fire, dreſs, and ſhave him; though he partly dreſſed | 


« himſelf alone. His chamber was rather beautiful; a rich 
« baluſtralle of filver, ornamented with little loves, of exceed- 
« ingly good ſculpture, ſeemed to form the alcove of the ſtate- 
© bed, the curtains of which were ſeen: but behind theſe 
« curtains, inſtead of a bed, there was a library; and as to 
« the royal-bed, it was compoſed of a ſtump bedſtead, without 
* ſacking, but croſs-corded, and a light matraſs; the whole 
© concealed by a ſcreen. Marcus Aurelius and Julian, the 
© two greateſt men among the Romans, and apoſtles of the 
« Stoics, lay not on a harder couch.” Memoires de M. de Vol- 
taire, ëcrits par lui-mime, p + T% Thr" + © | 

I another place Voltaire ſays, © He dreſſes his hair him- 


* ſelf, and does it very well. He never wears a night-cap, , 


nor night-gown, nor ſlippers. He only wears an old greaſy 


linen cloak to powder himſelf in. During the whole year, 


he wears the uniform of the firſt battalion. of his guards, 
' which is blue, faced with red, with filver brandeburghs; a 
plain yellow waiſtcoat; a hat with a white feather, and 
* laced de point d Eſpagne. He is the whole year in boots, for 
© he cannot walk with ſhoes,” nor wear his hat under his arm.“ 
Idie du Roi de Pruſſe, par M. de Voltaire, ©8vo. 1773, p. 7. 

It has been faid, that three times in the year he had a new 
ſuit of the uniform of the firſt battalion of his guards; and 
he ſometimes had a ſplendid ſuit on extraordinary occaſions. 


But, in the latter part of his life, he appears to have been 


much more frugal i in the atticle of drefs. One writer ſays, 
« He 
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2 2 dreſſed, the adjutant of the firſt battalion of hi 
guards brought him a liſt of all the perſons that 


£ 7 5 - | were 
— | 
He is uſually dreſſed in a plain ſuit of regimentals, and in 
boots. His uniform conſiſts of a blue coat faced with red, 
© and a yellow waiſtcoat and breeches. As he is a great eco. 
© nomiſt in dreſs, his cloaths are commonly old and ſhabby; 
and he wears no other mark of diſtinction than the order d 
the black eagle. He is by no means nice about his boot, 
© and he does not often allow himſelf a new pair; fo that in 
« general they are rather of a dirty brown, than of a black 
* colour. Now and then, though very rarely, on grand feſt. 
© vals, he appears in an embroidered ſuit of blue velvet, 
This, with one, or, at the moſt, two ſuits of regimental, 
© conſtitutes the whole of his wardrobe. His hair is alway 
« cued, and careleſsly twiſted into a ſingle buckle at the fidez 
© He takes a great deal of Spaniſh ſnuff, and makes uſe of : 
large and very rich ſnuff-box. I never ſaw a perſon make 
© a more military appearance than this prince does on hort 
© back; and it is eaſy, even through the negligence of li 
* apparel, to diſtinguiſh the warrior.“ O&/erwations on the 
Military Eftabliſhment, Ic. of the King of Pruſſia, with an a 
count of his private life, Ic. written by an officer of diſtinc- 
tion in the French ſervice, who ſpent a conſiderable time in 
Pruſſia, publiſhed at Is in 1778, and tranſlated into Engl 
in 1780, p. 6, ” 
When Dr. Moore was at Potſdam, he was ſhewn the apart 'F 
ments of the palace, and the king's wardrobe, of which he hu 
given the following account. The palace at Pors pu, u 
* whart they call the caſtle, is a very noble building, with mag · « 
© nificent gardens adjacent. I ſhall not trouble you with 2 . 
« deſcription of either: only it ſtruck me as a thing rather un- 
common in a palace, to find the ſtudy by far the fineſt apa 7 
ment in it. The ornaments of this are of maſſy ſilver. Th*W 10 
0 —_— the embelliſhments of the table, and the accon- 
© modauonf} 
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were arrived at . Potſdam, or departed from Caae. 


thence, and an account of whatever had occurred 034 


in the garriſon. When he had delivered his or- 1751. 
ders to this officer, he retired into an inner 
cabinet, where he employed himſelf in private 

till ſeven o'clock. He then went into another 
apartment, where he drank. coffee, or chocolate ; 

and here he found upon the table all the letters 
addreſſed to him from Potſdam, Berlin, or any 

other parts of his dominions. Foreign letters 

were placed upon a ſeparate table. After read- 


© modations for the books, were. all in fine taſte. | The perſon - 
© who attended us, aſked if we had any deſire to ſee his 

* majeſty's wardrobe ? On being anſwered in the affirmative, 
he conducted us to the chamber where his majeſty's clothes 
are depoſited. It had a very different appearance from his 
library. The whole wardrobe conſiſted of two blue coats, 

* faced with red, the lining of one a little torn; two yellow 

© waiſtcoats, a good deal ſoiled with Spaniſh ſnuff; three 
pair of yellow breeches, and a ſuit of blue velvet, embroi- 

« dered with filver, for grand occaſions. I imagined at firſt, 0 
that the man had got a few of the king's old clothes, and i% 
kept chem here to amuſe ſtrangers; but, upon inquiry, 1 
vas aſſured, that what I have mentioned, with two ſuits of 
© uniform, which he has at Sans Souci, form the entire ward- 
robe of the king of Pruſſia. Our attendant ſaid, he had 
never known it more compleat. As for the velvet ſuit, it 
naß: © was about ten years of age, and ſtill enjoyed all the vigour 
* of youth. Indeed, if the moths ſpared it as mach as his 
* majeſty has done, it may laſt the age of Methuſalem.“ Yew 
part: of Society and Manners in France, Switzerland, and * 
vol. II. p. 118, 119, 120, edit. 1786. 
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5 * ing all theſe letters, he wrote hints or notes in 


A. D. the margin of thoſe which his ſecretaries were 
1751. to anſwer; and then returning into the inner 


cabinet, carried with him ſuch as he meant to 
VPrite or dictate an anſwer to himſelf. Here he 


employed himfelf till nine o'clock with one of 
his private ſecretaries. He then returned back 
again into the former apartment, where he wa 
atterided by three ſecretaries, each of whom gave 
him an account of what he had done: after 
which the king delivered his orders to them, 
with the letters that they were to anſwer? 
None of theſe anſwers, however, were ſent off, 
till they had been read, and many of them figned, 
by the king. At ten o'clock, the generals who 
were about his perſon, whom he was accuſtomed 
to ſend for in their turn, attended him in his 


clofet, where he converſed with them on the 


news of the day, politics, tactics, and other 


ſubjects; and at this time he alſo gave audience 


to ſuch perſons as had received previous notice 


to attend. At eleven o' clock he mounted his 
horſe, and rode to the parade, where he reviewed 
and exerciſed his regiment of guards; and * at 


the ſame hour,” ſays Voltaire, all the colonels 


did the ſame throughout the provinces.” He 


afterwards walked for ſome time in the garden, 
% Obſervations on the Military Eſtabliſhment of the King 
of Pruſſia, with an account of his private life, &c. p. 6, 7, $- 


with! 
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with his generals, and the reſt of the company Car. 
whom he had invited to dine with him. At one 11g. 
o'clock he ſat down to dinner, and his company 1751. 
generally conſiſted of the princes his brothers, 
ſome of his general officers, ſome of the officers 

of his regiment of guards, and one or two of 

ck his chamberlains. He had no carver, but did 

vs WHY the honours of the table himſelf, like a private 

ne gentleman. His table generally conſiſted of 

ter WT tuenty-four covers CL]; and his dinner-time did 

m, Fs 12 not 


. F 11S 


of WY [-] Voltaire fays, © The kitchen expence of his table is 
ed, * ſettled at thirty-three German dollars a day, (or about five 
* Engliſh guineas.) For that fum he has twenty-four diſhes 
* every day, ſixteen at dinner, and eight at ſupper. No more 
ed than twenty-four covers are ever laid at noon, and eight at 
his right, unleſs upon ſome extraordinary occafion. If there 
the ' are more than twenty-four covers, the over-plus is paid at a 
her dollar per cover to the perſon who has undertaken to furniſh | 
© the kitchen. For example: at the wedding-feaft of prince 


8 Henry, all the covers which exceeded the uſual number 
Ct © were paid for only at the rate of a dollar per cover, except- 3 
his * ing the large ſea fiſh and the game, which the king paid for I % 
red * ſeparately. Out of the three and thirty dollars the con- n 1 
at tractor furniſhes the wood and coals, the kitchen furniture "i 
V4 þ and linen, and whatever relates to the kitchen, excepting 8 
the wages of the cooks, which are paid by the king him- : 1" 
He © ſelf. He keeps four cooks; a Frenchman, an Italian, a 4 
len, WM © Prufian, and an Auſtrian. Each of them drefles- him four "oh 
* diſhes at dinner, and two at ſupper, whether he is at home, 4 4 
Ling WI © or not. He entertains the officers of the firſt battalion of 24 i 
8. his guards the year round. One day they have beer, and 4 vi 
* the next a pint of wine a head. Every day, at noon, he M7 
vit Vor. I. Aa treat Af. 


on 
7 1 
* 
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Caar. not much exceed an hour. After dinner, he 
2 generally converſed with ſome of his gueſts for 
1751. about a quarter of an hour, walking about the 
War oor. He then retired into his private apart. 
ment, making low bows to his company, It 

was ſo much his practice to make very low boys, 


© treats alſo the officers of the two other battalions. of his 
© guards with three largerdiſhes of meat boiled or roaſted, and 
© with bread and beer. It is a kind of luncheon, or whet, 
© for thoſe who chooſe to partake of it; and the price of this 
is likewiſe regularly ſettled.” Jdte du Rey de Proſe, ut 
ſupra, P-. 14, 16, 

Voltaire farther 8 us, that his houſehold conſiſted of 
© eight pages, the ſame number of footmen, four running 
© footmen, and ſix young men dreſſed in the Eaſtern manner, 
© all in roſe colour, with galloon lace. In all his own apart- 
ments, in thoſe of the two queens, and of the princeſs Ame- 
© lia, the furniture is alſo of a roſe colour, or a pale pink. 
He adds, that © his father was fond of hunting, and had 
© tolerable equipage for that purpoſe. But the preſent king, 
© on his acceſſion to the throne, ordered his great huntſman, 
«© who was paſſionately fond of hunting, to ſell it. The great 
©* huntſman thereupon repreſented, that it would be advan- N 


© tageous to the king to continue to ſell the game as before; A 
and he ventured to aſſure his majeſty, that by ſuppreſſing the Z 
« chaſe he would loſe twenty thouſand dollars per annum. ﬀ 
The king then ſaid, © I give you this moment the whole g 
« equipage; I alſo give you up all my game, and the fiſhing x 
« jn the rivers, and you ſhall pay me twenty thoufand dollars a 
« a year.” The unfortunate huntſman did not dare to refuſe WW _ 
the king's offer: he paid it till he had ruined himſelf, and 5 


© till he had neither _ nor game, nor fiſh left.” Ibid, Wl , 
1 26, 8. ' th 


even 
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he eren when no perſons were preſent but his own Car. 


or WM attendants, that Voltaire remarks, that it was 41 


ne Wl thought to have made him ſtoop in the ſhoulders. 1751. 

= WW He continued in private till five o'clock, when his — 
It ¶ reader waited on him. That office was frequently 
„performed by the marquis d'Argens [' |, and 


. ſome- 
7 [u] Jonx BayT1sT Ds BoysR, marquis d' Ax ENS, was 
deſcended from a noble family, and born at Aix in Provence, 
* in the year 1704. He entered into the army when he was 
at only fifteen years of age, contrary to the inclinations of his 
father, who intended him for the profeſſion of the law ; and 

| of ſome time after he formed a connection with an actreſs. He 
| went through a variety of adventures in his youth, of which 


In 
21 he publiſhed an account in his Memoirs, which were printed in 
i one volume, 12mo. He accompanied the marquis de Cha- 


teaurenard to Algiers, Tunis, and Conſtantinople. On his 


J return to France, having now quitted the army, he applied i 
* himſelf for ſome time, by the deſire of his father, to the ſtudy 1 | 
of the law, and became an advocate; but he was ſoon weary oi 
1 of the profeſſion, and in a ſhort time wholly abandoned it. * 
* He engaged in a number of intrigues, and in gaming, and "78 
1 entered again into the army in 1733. He was preſent at the +8 
5 ſege of Kehl, where he was ſlightly wounded in 1734; and 5 5 
ae de fiege of Philipſburgh he had a fall from his horſe, by bh” 
#4 which he was very much hurt, and ſoon after quitted the ſer- 1 1 
ole rice. He afterwards went to Holland, where he publiſhed 2 1 
is ſereral of his works, which appear to have recommended him a 
ad to the notice of the king of Pruſſia, who invited him to his 4 
mn court, and made him one of his chamberlains, and a director 1 
5 þ of the royal academy of ſciences. - But, before he went to l |: | 
4. Berlin, which was in 1742, he had been one of the chamber- i J 


ins to the ducheſs of Wurtemberg ; and when he quitted 
te ſervice of that princeſs, ſhe ſettled on him, as a mark of | 
en zer regard, a penſion of fix hundred floxins per annum, 4 . | 

| Aa 2 The | * 


Nr 
. Wc 
1 1 * 
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Cu. ſometimes by Darget, or Mettrie. His reading 
| * laſted about two hours, and this was ſucceeded 
1751. by a concert, in which he himſelf was a per. 


former upon the flute, and which laſted till nine. 
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When the concert was over, he was attended hy 


VoLTAIRE, ALGAROTTI, MAUPERTUIS, or ſome 


The marquis d'Argens married at Berlin; and having con. 
tinued about twenty-five years at the Pruſſian court, he re. 
turned again to France, and lived for ſome years at Aix, hi 
native place. He died at the country ſeat of his ſiſter, the 
baroneſs de la Garde, near Toulon, in 1771. He is repre- 
ſented to have been a man of very agreeable manners; and in 
company he was much diſtinguiſhed for the wit, vivacity, ani 
gaiety of his converſation; but when not in company, he 
ſeems frequently to have been very low ſpirited ; and he {ail 
of himſelf, that his opinions ſometimes depended on the ven. 
ther. His memory was remarkably tenacious, he underſtool 
ſeveral languages, and wrote with great eaſe and fluency, but 
without much ſtrength. He was the author of many work; 
which were collected together, and publiſhed in twenty-four 
volumes, 12mo. in 1768, His moſt celebrated performance 
was his Letters Jui ves, which were tranſlated into Engliſh, 
and publiſhed under the title of the Zewwi/5 Spy, in fix volumes 
12mo, One of his pieces, which is a defence of the dodtrine 
of materialiſm, was publiſhed in Engliſh, in 8vo. in 1749, 


under the title f Man a Machine ;* and another, in two 


volumes, 12mo. under the title of, New Memoirs, eftabliſh- 
© ing a true knowledge of mankind.” His works contain 
ſome juſt obſervations on the ſuperſtitions and abſurdities of 
the church of Rome, and in favour of toleration ; but theſe 
paſſages are mixed with others of a very different nature, un- 
favourable to divine revelation, and to the real intereſts of 
religion and morality ; and many of the topics which he dil- 
cuſtes, are treated in a very trifling and ſuperficial manner. 
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other wits, or favourites, whom he had invited. Cr. 


With theſe he ſupped at half an hour after nine, 
and his company ſeldom conſiſted of more than 


XIII. 
A. D. 


1751. 


eight perſons, the king himſelf included. Du ring 


the ſupper, and after, great freedom of conver- 
fation took place; and at twelve the king went' 
to bed. | | ; 
Or the royal ſuppers, and of his attendance on' 
the king at this period, Voltaire gives the follow- 
ing account: Our ſuppers were very agreeable. 
© | know not if I am deceived, but I think we 
had a great deal of wit. The king was witty, - 
and gave occaſion to wit in others; and what 
* 1s ſtill more extraordinary, I never found my- 
ſelf ſo much at my eaſe. I worked two hours 
da day with his majeſty; I corrected all his 
works; and never failed to praiſe highly what- 
* ever was worthy. of praiſe, though I rejected 
the droſs. I gave him details of all that was 
* neceſſary in rhetoric, and in criticiſm, for his 
' uſe. He profited by my inſtructions, and his 
genius aſſiſted him ſtill more than my leſſons. 
© I had no court to make, no viſits to pay, no 
duty to fulfil, I led a life of liberty; and had 
no idea of any ſituation more happy than that 
* which I then enjoyed.“ Of the converſa- 
don at the king's ſuppers, Voltaire ſays, * Never 
* was there a place in the world, where liberty 


149 Memoires de Voltaire, p. 111, 112, 
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Cray. of ſpeech was ſo fully indulged, or where the 
| 1 various ſuperſtitions of men were treated with 
1751. © ſo much ridicule and contempt. God was re. 
3 ſpected; but thoſe who in his name had im. 
© poſed upon mankind were not ſpared. Neither 
© women, nor prieſts, ever entered the palace; 
and, ina word, Frederick lived without a court, 
© without a council, and without religion *. 
In another place Voltaire, ſpeaking of F rede- 
rick's great officers of ſtate, and of his houſe. 
hold, ſays, * He has a lord-chancellor, who 
© never ſpeaks in council; a great huntſman, 
* who dares not ſhoot a quail; a high-ſteward, 
© who has nothing to order; a ſerjeant of the 
© wine=cellar, who does not know whether there 
is any wine in the cellar; a great maſter of the 
horſe, who has it not in his power to have a 
horſe ſaddled ; a lord-chamberlain, who never 
gave him his ſhirt; and a great maſter of the 
wardrobe, who does not know the king's 
taylor. The functions of all theſe offices, 
he remarks, were executed by FREDERSTORFE; 
who was alſo valet de chambre in ordinary, gen- 
tleman of the king's bed-chamber, and cabinet 
ſecretary '#, But though Frederick was attended 
with little ſtate at Sans-Souci, or Potſdam, yet 
Voltaire informs us, that when he was at Berlin, 


= + 6 a 


41. Memoires de Voltaire, p. 79, 80. 
34* Idee du Roi de Pruſſe, p. 24, 25. 143 14, Ibid. 
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he made a great diſplay of magnificence on public Cn ar. 
days. It was a ſuperb ſpectacle,” ſays he, to A, * 


ſee him at table, ſurrounded by twenty princes 
of the empire, ſerved in veſſels of gold, the 
© richeſt in Europe, by two and thirty pages, 
and as many young heiduques, all ſplendidly 
« drefſed, and bearing diſhes of maſſy gold. 
The ſtate-officers were alſo employed on theſe 
© occafions, though unknown at any other 
time 

Tur king himſelf chiefly reſided at Saxs- 
Souct, and of this palace the following deſcrip- 
tion is given by Bielfeld. This palace,“ ſays 
he, ſtands but a cannon ſhot from the gates of 


1751. 


* Potſdam. It is ſituated on the ſummit of a 2 


© hill, at the foot of which flows the river Havel, 
„which is there of a conſiderable breadth. As 
* the king was walking one day over this hill, he 
' ſtopt a little on the top of it; and being ſtruck 
with the beautiful and extenſive proſpect, he 
determined to erect a ſmall building there, 


which might ſerve as a caſual ſummer retreat; 


and his majeſty himſelf drew the firſt plan of 
* it. This building, which was originally no 
more than a royal lodge, is now become a 
* ſummer reſidence worthy of Frederick. This 
palace has only one ſtory, and is raifed from 
the ground by three ſteps, which go round the 


144 Memoires, p. 87, 88. 
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whole building. The roof is in the Italian 
taſte: in the middle of it there is a ſmall dome, 
and it is ſurrounded by a ſtone baluſtrade, or. 


namented with a number of vaſes and groups 


of children. The windows are lofty and cir. 
cular, and continued quite down to the floor, 
The front next the garden 1s very richly orna- 
mented. The front next the country, where 
is the principal entrance, is adorned with fluted 
pillars of the Corinthian order. The tyo 
wings, which are on this ſide, are connected 
by a double row of pillars, which form a 
colonnade, in the manner of that of St. Peter's 
at Rome. The inſide of this palace is extremely 
beautiful. Taſte and magnificence every where 
accompany each other. His majeſty's library 
is at the end of the palace; next his bed-cham- 
ber. It is of a circular form, and ſurrounded 
by book-caſes of cedar, curiouſly wrought and 
glazed, and decorated with feſtoons of gilt 
copper. Over theſe caſes are placed marble 
buſts of the moſt celebrated authors of anti- 


quity.— The ſhelves are filled with a ſmall } 


but rich collection, which forms a complete 


ſyſtem of every kind of uſeful and ornamental 


learning, among which are French tranſlations 
of the Greek and Raman claſſics; and ſuch 
antient authors of merit, of whom tranſlations 
have not been printed, his majeſty has cauſed 
to be tranſlated for his own uſe, and preſerved 


in 
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ein manuſcript in this library“ *.“ The baron Car. 1 
alterwards deſcribes the garden, of which he 2 1 
ſpeaks in very high terms, and which is deco- 1751. og 
ated with fine ſtatues ; and he adds, © The king 

© has not contented himſelf with adorning his 

palace and gardens, with a magnificence truly 

royal, but he has likewiſe embelliſhed the face 

© of the whole country around; ſo that where- 

* ever the eye turns, it is delighted by rich and 

' pleaſing objects“. 

ANOTHER writer ſays, © The palace of Sans- 

© Souct, which was built by his majeſty, is 

' agreeably ſituated about a quarter of a league 

© from Potſdam, on a riſing ground. It is a low 

building, the ſtyle of which is extremely ſimple. 

y © The apartments are judiciouſly laid out, and 

n. Wl © furniſhed with great taſte. In this palace there 

ed Lis an admirable gallery of pictures, in which 

nd Ml © the king has collected many capital perform- 

it © ances of the moſt celebrated painters, particu- 

dle © larly of thoſe of the Flemiſh ſchool. The 

ti. W © gardens are ſpacious, and abound with orna- 

all ments, ſuch as ſtatues and vaſes. One part of 

te MW © them is ſet apart for the choiceſt and beſt fruit 

ta) Wl ttees. No perſon is allowed to go to Sans- 

ns MI Souci, not even the royal family, without the 

ch © king's ſpecial permiſſion V.“ 


145 


= Lettres familieres, tom. II. p. 330—335. Ib. p. 339. 
'# Obſervations on the Military Eltabliſhment, &c. of the 
ed Wl King of Pruſſa, p. 17, 18. 
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of his palaces, did not prevent him from attend. 


GO He had, for ſome years preceding the preſent 


province. More than ſixty new villages aroſc 
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FrEDERICK's attention to the embelliſhment 
ing to objects of greater national importance, 


period, adopted very judicious methods for in. 
creaſing the population of his dominions; he 
gave liberal encouragement to all French Pro. 
teſtants who would come and ſettle in his domi. 
nions ; he expended large fums in the clearing of 
waſte lands; he cauſed navigable canals to he 
made, 'which were highly beneficial te different 
parts of his dominions ; and he peopled the de. 
ſerts of Pomerania, by giving bounties to great 
numbers of induſtrions emigrants to ſettle in that 


M 


amidſt a barren waſte ; and a numerous popula- 
tion, and ſucceſsful agriculture, were now exhi. 
bited on thoſe plains, which, before the acceſſion 
of Frederick, had been ſolitary and deſolate, 
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d- 

ce. CHAP, XIV. 

ent 

in- , SEP TIP between the king and Voltaire. 
he The latter involved in a law-ſuit with a Few.— 
o- The king interferes in an academical diſpute be- 
ni. tween Maupertuis and Koenig. — Voltaire ſup- 


of WM ports the cauſe of the latter, in oppoſition to the 
be ling. ſatirical piece againſt Maupertuis, 
ent written by Voltaire, publickly burnt at Berlin. 


le. Voltaire quits Berlin, and is arreſted at Francl- 

eat fort. 

hat 

ole E have ſeen, in the preceding chapter, Cap; 


that the king of Pruſſia had been ſucceſs- AI. 
ſul, in what was long the object of his aim, pro- 1552. 
euring Voltaire to reſide with him at the court wv 
of Berlin. But the harmony between them was 

not of very long continuance. When Voltaire 

had been nearly two years at the Pruſſian court, 

a miſunderſtanding took place, which ended in 

an open rupture, and a total ſeparation. To this 

leveral cauſes appear to have contributed. Fre- 

derick is ſaid to have been diſguſted, at the 
extreme familiarity with which Voltaire behaved 

to him in public; and as Voltaire's turn was 

bighly ſarcaſtic, and his powers of ridicule ſome- 

umes employed even againſt the King himſelf, 

this 


on 


: 2 » F 
£ * — * 2 X PR. 7 9 F * rag 
A — 5 7 A * 1 : = 7 


. IE 
E22 on "= 
5 * 
by Ty. 5 
3 „„ EO — p WW 270 + 1 —— 4 1 » 
Sn - f dy y I 0 — — — 
1 2 * r . . 2 * —_ . 2 5 
E = Jn rv i 4.446 0 * „22 a Se ds = A 
8 Pa 7 > _ 3 ; » E 1 8 
A 2 e 5 — 
2 » 4 n - * - . 5 
2 b. ta 2% 1 * ED... 
— 
— 


. gy \ a — Fe: 
4 4 8 C —F 8 
8 = 5 MES 4. ay . . 
A * * 2 * 1-5, hs , » 2 * 2 


8 


we” 
5 


* > "Fr: 
_ *. 4 — 3 Te 1 35 * 9 * 
r * . 
— — 82 r "I — _ > © 2 


r 2 
+" - 7 Pp — 


= = mg: _ $55 
=» r 8 


N 5 ; N 
1 = — 
4 


A 
— : 
aft 


CFE 


* 
3 
Sa 


. 
F 
5 * ä — baked 4: ov = 


— 


2 4 "=? : * — - q > 
— — * B 3. - - 
„ = 
* 
— * 


a oP | A 
_ r * 9 —_ 


L — * — I 6-1 hd 


MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


＋ 4 this alſo was probably a ſource of offence [x], 


A law-ſuit, in which Voltaire happened to he 
involved with a Jew, is ſtated likewiſe to haye 


— extremely exaſperated Frederick againſt him. 


When the peace of Dreſden was concluded, it 
was ſtipulated, that all the ſubjects of the king 
of Pruſſia, who were intereſted in the Saxon 


funds, ſhould be exactly paid. A very diſho- 


nourable uſe of this ſtipulation was made by ſome 
of the Pruſſians, by trading in what were called 
bills of the faire; and Voltaire was charged with 
being concerned in this traffic, The faire, or 
eur, was a bank eſtabliſhed at Dreſden ; and the 
elector of Saxony had thrown into circulation fo 
great a number of bills upon this bank, that they 
could no longer find payment, and loft half their 


value, The Saxons had for a long time made 


uſe of them in their trade; and Holland, Ger- 
many, and Pruſſia, were over-run with them. 
But after the treaty of Dreſden, as the elector of 
Saxony was obliged, by that treaty, to pay the 
full amount of all the bills in the hands of Pruſ- 
fian ſubjects, many of the Pruſſians bought up 
theſe bills very cheap, and were paid for them at 
their original value. The king of Pruſſia him- 
ſelf, it is ſaid, highly diſapproved of this trafhck; 
and remarked, that his couſin Auguſtus had made 


[x] Voltaire himſelf ſays, I felt how diſpleaſing my free 
© ſpirit muſt be, to a king more abſolute than the Great Turk. 
Memoirs, p. 141, 


a miſtake, 
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miſtake [0], but that he ought not to take advan- Car. 


tage of it ***. Voltaire had employed a Jew, whoſe 
name was Herſcheld, to negociate at Leipſic, as 
his friends ſay, bills of exchange to the amount 
of ten thouſand crowns: but the enemies of 
Voltaire gave out,ͥ chat the Jew was employed in 
negociating, for him, bills of the faire; and this 
information was communicated to the king. As 
Voltaire was always extremely attentive to the 
accumulation of money, it is not improbable 
that he might engage in this traffic. However 
that be, a law-ſuit took place between him and 
the Jew, which made a great noiſe at Berlin. 


When the Jew was at Leipfic, he had ſent Vol- 


tire, as a ſecurity for his bills of exchange, ſome 
diamonds which had belonged to Chaſot, a 
French officer in the Pruſſian ſervice, and which 
had been given to that officer by the ducheſs of 
Mecklenburgh. But Voltaire was informed, that 


the diamonds were not really the property of 


Herſcheld, and that he was not a man. to be 
truſted. He, therefore, recalled him from Leip- 
lic, and ordered him to deſiſt from engaging any 


[0] The king's meaning ſeems to have been, that Auguſtus 
had been guilty of an overſight, in not having ſtipulated, that 
the bills of which the Pruſſian ſubjects were to be paid the 
full value, ſhould be thoſe only of which they were actually 
poſſeſſed, at the time when the treaty was made. 

s Villette's Life of Voltaire, tranſlated by Mr, Monke, 
p. 180, | | 
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car. more in his negociations. On Herſcheld's re. 
f £5 turn to Berlin, he charged two hundred Crowns 

1752. for the ordinary expences of his journey, which 
wa yYoltaire paid; but the Jew alſo made an addi. 


diamonds, alleging, that Voltaire had taken out 


a charge againſt him in one of the Pruſſian court, 


a" Ms, TS 
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tional charge of five hundred crowns for extn 
expences, which Voltaire refuſed to pay. It i; 
alſo ſaid, that the Jew refuſed to take back the 


ſome large ſtones, and ſubſtituted a number of 
ſmaller in their ſtead. Voltaire then exhibited 


and the Jew was impriſoned. The affair noy 
began to excite the attention of the public, and 
a law-ſuit took place, which was ſeveral months 
before it was terminated. The king, who, from 
the repreſentations that had been made to him, 
had formed a very unfavourable opinion of the 
conduct of Voltaire in this buſineſs, ſignified to 
his chancellor Cocceius, that he ſhould not in 
the leaſt interfere in the affair, but left it entirely 
to be determined by the judges. Voltaire then 
applied to Maupertuis, and deſired him to re- 
commend his cauſe to mon. Jarriges, one of the 
judges. This Maupertuis refuſed, ſaying, that 
he could not interfere in a black affair.“ The 
king at length became ſo much exaſperated at 
the buſineſs, and probably at ſome other circum- 
ſtances in the conduct of Voltaire, that he called 
for his ſecretary Darget, and directed him to 


urite to Voltaire, that he inſiſted on his quitting 


2 bis 
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his dominions in twenty-four hours. Darget, Ce. 

ſurprized at this order, heſitated, and deſired the XIV. 
A. D. 

i, Ning to repeat his order a ſecond time. Frede- 1752. 


rick himſelf then ſeemed to cool a little, ane 


aſked Darget what he: thought of the buſineſs. 


1 Darget replied, Sire, you have called him to 
de your court. The perſons appointed to try his 
ur cauſe are upon the point of judging him. If 
be be found guilty, you will then have time 
enough to diſmiſs him.“ The king pauſed for 
„ moment, and then ſaid to Darget, You are 
„ BY fight: you are an honeſt man .“ 

* Ix a few days after, the cauſe was amine 

the and it was determined in Voltaire's favour. The 
o impriſonment of the Jew was declared to be law- 
m. WW; he was condemned to refund the bills of 
1, Nechange, to take back the diamonds, and to pay 
0. fine of ten crowns. The queſtion whether 
. Voltaire was, or was not, concerned in trading in 
" bills of the faire, was probably not decided in 
* the court in which the cauſe was tried, as that 
e. not the point in conteſt between him and 
the Herſcheld. But if Voltaire had not been con- 
3 ſcious of ſomewhat wrong in his own conduct, a 
he WW -<ommendation of his cauſe to one of the judges 
"t could not have been neceſſary. As he was known 
— Mo” be a favourite of the king, he was at leaſt as 
oe likely as the Jew to obtain impartial juſtice. It 
% Villette's Life of Voltaire, ut ſupra, p. 183, 

his may 


— + 


368 MEMOIRS OP FREDERICK, 


Caray, may alſo be remarked, that the ſmallneſs of the 


My. fine, which was impoſed upon the Jew, ſeems uf 


1752. afford a kind of preſumption, that no evidence 


4. W. 
ir of very criminal conduct had been produce 

i againſt him. Whatever might be the merits of 

. the cauſe, as it was determined in favour of vd. 
1 taire, he again appeared at court; and ſoon after 

Figs obtained permiſiion of the king to retire, for the 
FR benefit of his health, to a ſmall houſe in til 
35 country, that Frederick had given to d' Argen. 
; 5 After ſome ſtay there, he returned again to cou 
A and the king and he were apparently reconciled. Mi 


. 
x 
ad} -, S- 
1 


OrTneR cauſes of miſunderſtanding ſoon, hoy. 
ever, began to manifeſt themſelves | Þ |. Some 


3 of 

oh 4 

4 

I 

1 [»] Some of the cauſes of miſunderſtanding between F-. 
928 derick and Voltaire, and the king's complaints againſt hin, 88 - 


are enumerated i in the following letter, dated from Potſdam, WM + 

which has been publiſhed among F rederick's Poſthumou Wi - 

Works: 
I was very happy to welcome you here; I eſteemed you il - 

wit, your talents, and your knowledge ; and I had rea 

to ſuppoſe, that a man of your age, tired of tilting win - 

© authors, and of expoſing himſelf to ſtorms, was come hitter Wl - 

to take refuge in a ſafe harbour. Yet you immediately, it 

a very ſingular manner, required me not to ſuffer Freron t0 

* write my intelligence. I had the weakneſs or the complu: 


ſance to comply; though it was not for you to decide whon 
I ſhould take into my ſervice. 
P' Arnaud did you ſome wrong ; he would have beet 
« pardoned by a generous man; a vindictive one perſecutes 
* thoſe for whom he has conceived a hatred, In fine, thoug\ 
D' Arnaud 


* 
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of the other wits at Frederick's court are repre- Cn ay. 


ſented as having been jealous of the partiality 2 


which the king diſcovered to Voltaire Da; and 1752. 1 
they 3.9 


t D'Arnaud did not injure me, vo have been the cauſe that 
© he has left this place. 

© You have been with the Ruſſian ambaſſador, to ſpeak to 
' him of affairs concerning which you ought-not to have in- 
8 terfered ; and it has been ſuppoſed, that-I had commiſſioned 

vyou ſo to act. ' 

© You have been meddling in che bulineſ of madame de 
* Bentinck, though this certainly was not in your depart- 
ment. 

© You have had a moſt vile tranſaction with the Join and 

your conduct has been very ſhocking to the whole city. The 
* buſineſs of the Saxon bills is ſo well known, in Saxony, 
that very ſerious complaints have been made to me. 

For my own part, I preſerved peace in my houſe till 
Fr. your arrival; and I muſt inform you, that, if it be your 
* paſſion to intrigue and cabal, you have done very ill in 
| addrefling yourſelf to me. I love docile and peaceful 
mou people, whoſe -condu does not reſemble the violent paſ- 
* hons of tragedy. If you can determine to live like a phi- 


| you Bi ecopher, 1 ſhall be very glad to ſee you; but if you aban- 
ae don yourſelf to every exceſs of paſſion, and if you attack 
n © every man you meet, you will not afford me any ſatisfaction 
ay by coming here; you may quite as well remain at Berlin. 

Y, 1 | 199 5 

_ *< FREDERICK”. 
+ ps [N] Voltaire ſays, that one day, after reading to the 


king, Mettrie, who ſpoke whatever came uppermoſt, told 
"14 * his majeſty, that ſome perſons were extremely jealous of my 
* favour and fortune.” * Be quiet awhile,” faid Frederick; 


2Cutes 
zug 2% :Pothumous:Works, vol. VII. p. 400, 401. 
rnaud Vor. I, 


Bb * 
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Cray. they reported to his majeſty ſuch ſarcaſmg 


A D. Voltaire as they thought would give him 


| 1752. offence 9 On the death of Mettrie [s], the 

4 1 N | king 

E | « we ſqueeze the orange, and we throw it away when ye 
have ſwallowed the juice.” Mettrie did not fail to repex 
to me this fine apophthegm, worthy of Dionyſus of Syn. 
cuſe. From that time, I determined to take all poſſible care 
© of the orange-peel.” Memoires, p. 117. ; 

[x] Voltaire, ſtanding. near a marble table at "_ 
ſaid, ſpeaking of the king, and pointing at the table, He 
© is hike that table, ARD AND POLISHED.” 

[s] Voltaire informs us, that « MeTTRIE was the mol 

© frank and declared atheiſt of all the perſons of the faculty 

in Europe. He was, in, other reſpects, a gay, pleaſant 

© thoughtleſs fellow, who underſtood the theory of phyſie a 

well as any of his brethren ; but he was, without exception, 

© the worſt praQtitioner upon earth; and he had, therefore, 

« quitted the profeſſion. He had ridiculed the whole faculty 

* at Paris, and had even written many perſonalities againf 
individuals among the phyſicians, which they could never 

« pardon and they obtained a deciſion againſt him, in conſe- 

© quence of which a warrant was iſſued for his apprehenſion. 

Mettrie thereupon retired to Berlin, where he amuſed hin- 

* ſelf ſufficiently by his gaiety, and likewiſe by writing and 

« printing all that can be imagined moſt impudent upon man- 

ners. His books pleaſed the king, who made him not his 

«* phyſician, but his reader. Mettrie died from having 

« eaten a paſty ſtuffed with truffles, after a very hearty dinner 

at the table of lord Tyrconnel, envoy from France. It ws 
«. pretended, that he had been confeſſed before his death; 2 
report which filled the king with great indignatiol, and 
into the truth of which, therefore, he made the ſtrieſt in- 
* quiries. They aſſured him, that it was an atrocious ca- 
« lummy ; for that Mettrie had died as he had lived, abjuring 
| « God 
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king was informed chat Voltaire had ſaid, that Car. 


* the place of King's Atheiſt was vacant.* With 
„ - this, 


God and the phyſicians. His majeſty was ſatisfied, and im- 
mediately compoſed his funeral oration, which was read, in 
« his name, at a public meeting of the academy, by Darget, 
his ſecretary. He likewiſe ſettled a penſion of fix hundred 
« ivres upon a Flle de joze, who had been brought by Mettrie 
from Paris, where he left his wife and children.“ Memoires, 
p. 115, 116, 118, 119. | 

The king of Pruſſia, in his Eloge du Sieur La Mettrie, ſays, 
tht IuLIEN OrTROI La METTAIE was born at St. Malo's, 
on the 25th of December, 1709. He received part of his 
education at the college of Conſtance, and part at the college 
du Pleſfis. The account given of him by the king, is much 
more favourable than that of Voltaire. Frederick ſays, He 
ſtudied rhetoric at Caen, and as he had much genius and 
© imagination, he carried away all the prizes for eloquence. 
He was born an orator. He was paſſionately fond of poetry 
and polite literature; but his father, who thought that more 
© was to be gained by being an eccleſiaſtic, than by being a 
poet, deſtined him fot the church.“ His father's wiſhes, 
however, were not gratified: he was perſuaded to apply himſelf 
to phyſic, which he ſtudied under Boerhaave, and took the 
degree of doctor of phyſie at Rheims. In 1742, he was made 
phyſician to the French guards, by the intereſt of the duke de 
Grammont. He accompanied that nobleman at the battles of 
Dettingen and Fontenoy. In the laſt of thoſe actions the 
duke was killed by a cannon ball, and Mettrie was thereby 
deprived of a patron. He publiſhed ſeveral medical works, 
and a piece called L*Hiftoire Naturelle de Ame, written in 
ſupport of the ſyſtem of materialiſm. This gave offence to 
the clergy, who maintained, as the king of Pruſſia ſays, that 

* a phyſician, accuſed of hereſy, could not cure the diſcaſes 

* of the French guards.” 

B b 2 Mettrie 
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Car, this, however, Frederick was not greatly offended. 


XIV. 
A. D. 


1752. 


taire to reviſe and correct. On receiving the 


des Medecins; and this ſo much incenſed the phyſicians, tha 


la Henriade, p. 60. 132 Id. ibid. 
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But with another farcaſtic remark of Voltaire 
relative to his writings, he is ſaid to have been 
much more diſpleaſed. General Manſtein hap. 
pened to be in the apartments of Voltaire, who 
was examining and correcting ſome memoirs of 
the Ruſſian empire, written by that officer, and 
which were to be publiſhed in French, when a 
poetical piece of the king's was brought to Vol. 


royal verſes, Voltaire ſaid to the general, It 
© us leave off for the preſent, my friend. You 
© fee the king has ſent me his dirty linen to 
© waſh: I will waſh your's another time” 
Maupertuis, it is ſaid, took care that his majeſty 
ſhould be made acquainted with this ſpeech '*. 


Mettrie was alſo the author of a work, entitled, La Politign 


they united with the clergy in ſuch a perſecution againſt him, 
that he was obliged to quit France. He afterwards went to 
Leyden, where he publiſhed another ſatirical piece againſt the 
phyſicians, and another piece in defence of materialiſm. A 
the beginning of the year 1746, he went to Berlin, where he 
was admitted a member of the royal academy, and received a 
penſion from the king. He died at Berlin, at the houſe of 
lord Tyrconnel, in the forty-third year of his age. Frederick 
ſays, that he had an inexhauſtible fund of natural gaiety, great 
wit, and a fertile imagination; and that he was regretted 3 
an honeſt man, and a learned phyſician, by all thoſe who had 
not been impoſed upon by the calumnies of the divines. 

11 Commentaire Hiſtorique ſur les Oeuvres de Vauteur de 


Bur 


UT 
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Bur the principal cauſe of miſunderſtanding Car. 


between Frederick and Voltaire, and which at 
length occaſioned their total ſeparation, was the 


XIV. 
A, D. 
1752. 


part that the latter took in a diſpute between 


MauPERTUIS and KokN IG, and in which Voltaire 
acted in direct oppoſition to the king. Before 
che arrival of Voltaire at Berlin, he and Mauper- 
tuis had been on very good terms together; they 
had been perſonally acquainted at Paris, and at 


the houſe of madame du Chatelet; and letters 


highly complimentary had paſſed on both ſides. 
But when they often met together at Frederick's 
court, it ſoon appeared, that they were mutually 
diſguſted with each other. Maupertuis was 
thought to be diſpleaſed at the honours and diſ- 
tinctions that were conferred by the king on Vols 
taire; and the latter was probably offended that 
Maupertuis, after he came to Berlin, ſhould con- 
tinue to hold the office of prefident of the royal 
academy of ſciences. This gave him a kind of 
rank among the men of letters at Berlin, to 
which Voltaire might think no man but himſelf 
could be entitled, in any place in which he re- 
ſided. Voltaire had been for a conſiderable time 
perſanally acquainted with Koenig; but there 
ſeems reaſon to believe, that the averſion, which 


he had now conceived againſt Maupertuis, was 


the real cauſe of his taking ſo decided a part in 
the controverſy between him and Koenig. 
| Bb 3 Tur 
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Tur conteſt between Maupertuis and Koenig 
was occaſioned by a piece written by the former 


and read before the royal academy of ſciences at 
Berlin, entitled, Recherche des lois du mouvement, 


in which he maintained, That when there 
happens any alteration in nature, the quantity 
of action, neceſſary to produce this alteration, 
is the leaſt poſſible “sz. This principle he 
illuſtrated in ſeveral of his other pieces, and 
founded on it a demonſtration of the exiſtence 
of the Deity. His principle was alſo claimed 
by himſelf, and his friends, as a diſcovery: but 
M. Koenig, who was an able mathematician, 
librarian to the prince of Orange, and a member 
of the academy at Berlin, aſſerted, that Mauper- 


tuis's principle was not new, and that it was to 


be found in the fragment of a letter written by 
Leibnitz. Maupertuis then called upon Koenig 


to produce that letter, but he could not produce 
the original: and the academy of Berlin now in- 


terpoſing, publickly declared, that the paſſage 
cited by Koenig as the fragment of a letter of 
Leibnitz, and which was publiſhed in the A4 
Eruditorum of Leipſic, carried with it evident 
marks of falſity, and was- unworthy 'of credit. 
M. Euler alſo engaged in the conteſt in ſupport 


of Maupertuis, in a diſſertation which he pub- 


TI Oeuvres de Maupertuis, tom. IV. p. 36. 8 


liſhed | 


THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA. . „ * 


nig liſhed on the principle of a minimum in action [TJ . * r. 


er, But many thought, that the academy ought not 4 b. b 
ar to have interfered in this buſineſs ; that Koenig 1782. | 
ent, WM was not only a learned man, but a man of vera- 

cre city; that his whole crime was, that he had 

ity WM offended the vanity of Maupertuis ; and that he 

on, vas only unfortunate in not having the original 


he ¶ letter that he had quoted in his poſſeſſion. Koenig 


Ace r] Koenig not only denied that Maupertuis had made any 
ied diſcovery, but alſo endeavoured to ſhew that his principle was 
not true. Euler, on the contrary, contended, that Maypertuis 
had made a diſcovery, and that his principle was well founded. 
an, He admitted, at the ſame'time, that it had been aſſerted both 
Jer by antient and modern philoſophers, that nature always fol- 
1 lows the moſt eaſy. paths, or employs the leaſt expence in her | 
operations; and that this, therefore, was not a diſcovery. 


t0 
i But the point, he ſaid, was, not to find out who it was that firſt 
J id there was fuch a law in nature, but who was the firſt that 


ug exhibited that law in a clear light, and determined, that natiire' 

cc ſpares, not only ſometimes, but always, and in all her opera- 

Ne tions; and this, he affirmed, had only been done by M. Mau- 

ge pertuis. The old philoſophers, and followers of Ariſtotle, he 

fad, had eſtabliſhed it as a law, that nature took the ſhorteſt , 
we; in all her operations, but they had not explained any 4 4 
phznomenon from it. But M. Maupertuis, from his principle, 4 
nt had examined and explained all the laws relative to light, both 

it. with regard to its propagation and refraction. By the prin- 

rt ciple of M. Maupertuis, the quantity of action was eſtimated 

by the product of the ſpace multiplied by the velocity.” And 

that this product, M. Euler ſaid, not only in the motion of 

the rays of light, but in all the motions and operations of 3 
nature, becomes in reality the ſmalleſt poſſible, is the whole 1 
d foundation of the principle of 'the minima adi. . 


B b 4 himſelf 
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Onan: himſelf complained, that his rights as a man of Mt | 


formance had in it ſome ill- grounded and whim- 


MEMOIRS or FREDERICK, 


letters were violated, by the academy interpoſing dre 


1752. their authority in a literary controvegſy. He Mex; 
worm—"afterwards publiſhed a warm vindication of him. {Wl poi 
ſelf; and the academy of Berlin thought proper Wl kn 


to expel him from their ſoctety. for 

_ VouTaiRE now openly took the part of Koenig, Wl the 
and cenſured the proceedings of the academy, ll va 
And Maupertuis having about this time publiſhed ¶ be 
his Eerrre ſur le progres des ſciences, Voltaire took pa 
eyery opportunity of turning it into extreme - 


_ ridicule, He ſays of it, that nothing had ever Wl cv 


© been; Written ſo ridiculous and abſurd. The WM th 
good man ſeriouſly propoſed: to travel directly Wl th 
to the two poles, to diffect the heads of giants, 
© in order to diſcover the nature of the ſoul by 
© the texture of the brain; to build a city, in 
© which-nothing ſhould be ſpoken but the Latin 
language; to dig a pit to the center of the 
© earth; to cure the ſick by plaiftering them 
© over with gum-reſin ; and, finally, to propheſy, 
by enthuſiaſtically inflating the fancy, The 
© king laughed at his book; I laughed at it; all 
© the world laughed at it.. Maupertuis's per- 


fical opinions; but it alfo contained ſentiments 
that were juſt and rational, and was far from 
being fo ridiculous a piece as it was repreſented 


{ 


134 Memoires de Voliaire, p. 1205 ba b. 
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wo be by Voltaire. It appears to have been ad- Cu. 


ireſſed to the king of Pruſſia, though without 28 
expreſsly naming him; and was intended to — 


point Out ſome probable methods of advancing ww 
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knowledge in the ſciences, and to recommend 
ſome reſearches and inquiries, which Maupertuis 
thought would be beneficial to mankind. He 
was deſirous, that the ſouthern hemiſphere ſhould 
be accurately explored, and that the interior 
parts of Africa ſhould be better known. The 
Patagonians, he conſidered as a great object of 
curioſity ; and he ſeemed to give much credit to 
the reports' that had been publiſhed concerning 
them. © Theſe men,“ fays he, © undoubtedly 
' deſerve to be known. The largeneſs of their 
© ſize would be, perhaps, the leaſt thing to be 
' obſerved, Their ideas, their knowledge, their 
* hiſtory, would be a ſtill greater curioſity 55.” 
Speaking of the South Sea, he alſo ſays, * It is 
© in the iſlands of this fea, that navigators aſſure 


' us they have ſeen ſavage men, hairy, and hav= 


ing tails; a kind of middle ſpecies between 
* apes and men u]. I had much rather have 
an hour's converfation with one of theſe, than 


n Oeuvres de Maupertuis, tom. II. p. 387, 388. 

[v] In another place he ſays, We ſhould fee, perhaps, a 
* very different conſtruction of the brain from that of ours, if 
* ve had ſome communication with the glants in the ſouthern 
* hemiſphere, or with the hairy men having tails, of whom I 
\ have before ſpoken.” Ibid. p. 428. 
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Car. © with one of the fineſt wits in Europe . 1 
BY order to render the Latin tongue once more x 
1752. living language, he propoſed, that ſome prince 
Sx ſhould build a city, in which perſons well verſed 
| in Latin ſhould be aſſembled ; and in which they 

| ſhould preach in Latin, plead in Latin, and per. 
form plays in Latin. I do not believe,” ſays 

he, that the Latin ſpoken would be that of the 
court of Auguſtus, but neither would it be that 

* of the Poles ; and the young perſons who would 

© come into that city, from many countries of 

* Europe, would learn more Latin in it in one 

* year, than they learn in five or fix in the pre- 

* ſent ſeminaries '7.* He propoſed ſome me- 

thods for making farther advances in the ſcience 

of aſtronomy ; he thought the medical art in a 

very low flate; and recommended, that the 
puniſhments of criminals. ſhould be rendered 

more beneficial to mankind, by making a variety 

of experiments on their bodies when living; 
which, at the ſame time that it gave them a 
chance of eſcaping with life, might. contribute 
greatly to the advancement of medical ſcience'®. 
TarovcH the king of Pruſſia, agreeably to Vol- 

taire's account, might laugh with him in private 

at ſome paſſages in Maupertuis's book, and at 
fome of his pleaſantries concerning him, yet 
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155 Oeuvres de Maupertuis, tom. IT. p. 382, 383. 
* Ibid. p. 399, 400. 158 Ibid. p- 41, 497» 408, 
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In v hen he ſaw his prefident and his academy both Cy ap. 


ea Ml violently and publickly attacked, about the affair > iq 5 
ice of Koenig, he was ſo zealous in their defence, 752. f 
: 


fed MM that he himſelf wrote a vindication of them. 
ey which was printed at Berlin, under the title of 
er- Leitre d'un Academicien de Berlin à un Academicien 
s Paris. In this piece, Frederick fully repaid 
the al the high compliments which he had himſelf 
hat Wl occafionally received from Maupertuis [x ]. He 


uid 3 ſtated: 


ſx] PETER Lewis MoxEAU ps MaurERruis was de- 
nc Bl {ended from a noble family, and born at St. Malo's, in France, 
re- in the year 1698. In his youth he diſcovered a ſtrong pro- 
” penſity to the mathematics, and alſo an inclination to a mili- 
ary life. He entered into the moufquetaires in 1718, but con- 
tinued to employ his leiſure hours in ſtudy, After having 
continued two years in that corps, he obtained the command 
the of a company of cavalry ; 3 but his attachment to the mathe- | 
red matics increaſing with his age, he ſoon quitted the ſervice, 
ety that he might devote himſelf entirely to ſcientific purſuits. 
In 1723, he was elected a member of the royal academy of 
ſciences at Paris; and a few yeats after he went to London, 
where he was elected a fellow of the royal ſociety. After 
ate his departure from England, he went to Switzerland, where 
5 he became acquainted with John and Daniel Bernouilli. In 
*. 1732 he publiſhed, at Paris, a diſcourſe ſur les differentes 
figures des aftres. In 1736, M. Maupertuis was placed at the 
head of thoſe mathematicians, who were ſent by the French 
at king towards the north pole, in order to meaſure a degree 
there, and by that means to aſcertain the figure of the earth. 
Other mathematicians were ſent about the ſame time to mea- 
| ſure a degree near the equator. A diſpute concerning the 
os. hgure of the earth had ſubſiſted forty years. Sir Is AAC NE W- 
vos had demonſtrated, from mechanical principles, that the 
en NE earth 
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cur. ſtated the reaſons that had occaſioned Koenig to 
rag be cenſured by the academy; the oppoſition that 


- * * 
has j * . 


and jutted out towards the equator. The celebrated Caſſni, 
however, aſſerted the direct contrary, and had many partiſans, 
Aſter the return of M. Manpertuis, and the other mathemati. 
cians to Paris, he publiſhed an account of their voyage, in 
1738, by which the opinion of Sir Is4ac NzwToN was con. 
firmed beyond diſpute. Maupertuis was afterwards fond of 
introducing this ſubject into his academical difcourſes, and 
ſeemed inclined to arrogate too much to hunſelf in the buſine{, 
and not fulliciently. diſpoſed to do juſtice to the merit of 
Newrox! In a diſcourſe nead by him before the royal aca- 
demy at Berlin, in 1747, he ſays, The Engliſh had the ad- 
vantage of having formed the beſt conjectures upon this queſ. 

S tion. France had the glory of nn it, and of deciding 
« it in their fayour,” 

In 1742, M. Maupertuis publiſhed, at Paris, Elimens d. 
Geographic. and alſo a letter upon the comet which appeared 
in that year. But before the appearance of theſe pieces, he 

went to Berlin, in conſequence of an invitation from the Pruf- 
ſian monarch. He accompanied Frederick in part of his Sile- 
fian war, and was taken priſoner and plundered by ſome Au- 
trian huſſars, at the battle of Molwitz. He was carried to 
Vienna, where he met with a very polite reception from the 
grand duke of Tuſcany, and his conſort the queen of Hun- 
gary. Among other things of which he was. plundered by 
the huflars, he told the grand-duke, that one was an Engliſh 
watch, made by Graham, which he very much regretted, 
becauſe it was extremely uſeſul to him in his aſtronomical ob- 
ſervations. The grand-duke happened to have one made by 
the ſame artiſt, which was ſet with diamonds ; and he ſaid to 
Maupertuis, Our huſſars took your watch only by way of 


C 8 0 they have brought it back again, and I now re 
turn 


earth was an oblate ſpheroid, or that it was flatted at Shri, 
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was made to Maupertuis is repreſented as ori- One. 

cinating ſolely in envy; and Koenig, and-thoſe 2. 

| who 1782. 
— 


© turn it to you ;? at the ſame time giving him his own watch, 
which was much more valuable than that which had been taken 
from him. In the courſe of his converſation with the queen 
of Hungary, her majeſty obſerved to him, that ſhe had been 
informed, that the (princeſs Louiſa Ulrica of Pruſſia, with 
whom he was acquainted, and who was afterwards married to 
the prince-royal of Sweden, was the moſt beautiful princeſs 
in the world. Till this day, madam,” replied Maupertuis, 
J was entirely of that opinion.“ Having received many 
civilities from the queen and the grand-duke, and' obtained 
his liberty, he went to France, and made ſome ſtay there. 
He then returned again to Berlin, and became prefident of 
the royal academy of ſciences and belles lettres in that city. 
jn that ſituation he was much reſpected, and he was treated 
with great regard by the king ; but his tranquility was exceed- 
ingly diſturbed by his diſpute with Koenig, and the attacks of 
Voltaire. He was alſo troubled with ill health ; and in 1756, 


he returned to France, where he continued till the year 1758, 


when he went to Switzerland, He died at Baſil, on the 27th 
of July, 1759, at ſixty-two years of age, being attended, in 
his laſt moments, by his friends Daniel and John Bernouilli. 
Maupertuis was the author of ſeveral pieces, beſides thoſe 
which I have already mentioned; particularly Ei de Coſone- 
lige, Eſai de Phileſapbie Merale, Venus Phyſgque, Aftronomie 
Nautique, Syſteme de la Nature, Relation d'un Voyage au fond de 
la Lapponie, &c. His works were publiſhed together at Lyons, 
in four volumes, 8vo. in 1756, and in 1768. He was un- 
doubtedly a man of conſiderable abilities; but, in his own 
ume, his talents were much over-rated. The marquis de 
Villette ſays, © that Maupertuis was a fiery, but gloomy 
genius; overbearing in company; one of the moſt amiable 


men alive when all attention was paid to him, and every 
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moirs were more adorned by his writings than 


the excellency of his character, that he might be 


a true philoſopher. In the academy, Frederick 


penſions, with the greateſt judgment and impar- 


© preference ſhewn him; but, as ſoon as his vanity was hurt, 


MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


Czar. Who ſupported him, he ſpeaks of in very unfa. 


vourable terms. Maupertuis, he ſaid, was the 
glory of the royal academy of Berlin ; their me. 


by thoſe of any other member; he was admired 
by all Europe for the ſuperiority of his genius, 
and the extent of his knowledge ; and ſuch was 


conſidered as the model of a virtuous man, and 


faid, he not only preſided, but managed their 
revenues; diſpoſed of vacant places, and granted 


> 
* 


© the auſterity and melancholy of his countenance ſuddenly 
betrayed the haughtineſs of his diſpoſition. It was nearly 
with this kind of expreſſion that he had his picture drawn; 
the head erect, a ſtern countenance, with one hand flattening 
the poles of the earth, and by this attitude aſſuming the 
honour of a diſcovery which belonged to NewTon.” He 
appears to have been a man of probity, and of regular and 
virtuous manners ; but his ideas of human life were very 
gloomy. Lord Cheſterfield had a high opinion of him. In 
one of his letters to his ſon; who was about to make a journey 
to Berlin, he ſays, I would have you endeavour to get 
* acquainted with monſieur de Maupertuis, who is ſo eminently 
« diſtinguiſhed, by all kind of learning and merit, that one 
* ſhould be both ſorry and aſhamed of having been eveti a day 
© in the ſame place with him, and not to have ſeen him.“ And 
in another letter, he ſays, © Monſieur de Maupertuis is, what 
one rarely meets with, deep in philoſophy and mathematics, 


A 


* 


Aa 


and yet honntte et amiable homme.” 


tiality. 
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tiality, He was the protector of talents and of Caae. 


merit, and had always manifeſted the moſt diſin- 
tereſted ſpirit. He was admired, it was added, 


XIV. 
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by all the learned who had read his works; be 


loved and eſteemed by the members of the aca- 
demy; and more diſtinguiſhed at court, and 
more favoured by the king, than any other man 
of, letters. 

To the king's Jefince of Maupertuis an an- 
{wer was publiſhed, ſaid to be written by Vol. 
aire, under the title of Reponſe de l' Academicien 
de Paris a Þ Academicien de Berlin, in which 
Koenig was zealouſſy detended ; and in which it 
was obſerved, that from the great influence and 
power which Maupertuis, as preſident, had in 
the academy, even according to the ſtatement of 
the royal author of the vindication of Mauper- 


tuis, it was manifeſt, that the academy of Berlin 


was not a proper or impartial tribunal, to ſettle 
a literary diſpute between M. Koenig and the 
preſident. 

Is Frederick's letter he had obſerved, that 
© Monſ. Maupertuis was conſidered in France, as 
* of all others the moſt capable geometrician, to 
verify thoſe truths which NrwWTrox had con- 
jectured in his cloſet, relative to the figure of 
the earth. On that account he had been ſent 
into Lapland; and by his geometric operations, 
* he had contributed as much to his own glory, 

* as to that of the Engliſh philoſopher, whom 

| © he 


”——— — r —_ — RT 
* n s < - . E * 

* * . 4 my wk, * . py 5 
a Zane — 1 ® a 13 pg 


3 
* 
OY 

+4 

n__—— 


Ed 
9 
WEE 


ns e = 8 
£ „ I «ju 5 1 3 * - 5 r . — * 2 _ 
At <5 1 „ — F . N | F F F : 4 —_— n I on 1 3 9 3 
1 Ss ; - = — - : . 3 % «at; i; 1 % PP. . — te” — x - » Tal 1 l 7 „ =p A "x; rn 1 2" — wh es, <2 IF... * 22 
r 2 8 - 5 , ey ag OED . Fg ö * 2 by 7 _ Wee ENG ns 3 en % — — 14 1 > Sx 4 8 nr 
5 ' LL a * 2 A . ' 8 , E K A 0 4 — A = , my 2 \ 22 * . ; 
; 2 * 8 * » 1 24, on FRY - " o Gs,” a 5 2 R$ — f - þ _— 8 — 2 = 2 ws” .— 3 * — I.” de . 2 Ts ** 1 A . ET”. Au x - So 1 — 
8 8-4 * — — — 2 i - % . SE 2 „ on { 4.4” "4 4 7. — of at — -_ = 4 9 = 1 I. OY + 21 AL 1 1 * * * . 
2 = £4088.-.. „ 20 > 2 . - 9 - : 1 C o . 1 * 2 s 4 p- 7 l L SE Sr 112 * n v 
— 7 - ww — « ; 2 * %, : *. . * * 
p ©." Co FL ey : K. 9 * 8 — = P : k . N , - «44. ous _ * r 6— 
J 2 x - * LY p — 1 4 TT 1 rats 2 
a, LO 4 27 * 5 * 7 * 5 4 bs N wy a a WY 
4 - * 2 5 4 - * 


: CARATS... 
—_— _ 


. 
2 Fre 


* 


N 


> 
OY " N 
1801 . 
* 
F 


. 
me 
* 
© 
5 a4 
b W hs Sa og 
. —— 
— . my „ . >. y 
* * * 5 * * * — bs, s 
8 OY E 4 © =S . — 


1. 4 
N 


3% 


Cray. 


A. D. 


/ MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


© he was led by his mode ſty to conſide r as his 
© maſter **,* Upon this paſſage it was remarked, 


1752. in the anſwer to the king's piece, that it ie. 


© quired great ſagacity, and a ſuperiority of 

© genius, to determine in the cloſet, by meditz. 
tions grounded upon the laws of natural phi. 
© loſophy, the figure of the earth; but it required 
nothing but exactneſs, and ſome ſkill in men. 
* ſuration, to verify the important truth diſco. 
vered by Newton. The methods which were 
© to be employed for that purpoſe had long been 
made uſe of by Snell, Picard, Muſſchenbrock, 
and others; ſo that in this reſpect nothing ney 
© had been done. And as to the operations, it 
* was M. Clairaut who had made the calculation 
* of triangles; it was M. Camus who had regu- 
* lated the inftruments; and Meſſieurs Celfius 


and Le Monier who had made the obſervations. 


© All the part, therefore, that M. Maupertui 
© had in the buſineſs, was that of having been a 
© ſpectator, and publiſhing, in good French, an 
© account of the voyage, and of the circum- 
* ſtances with which it was attended“. 

Bor Voltaire was not ſatisfied with attacking 
Maupertuis by ſtatements of facts, and fair argu- 
ment. He alſo employed againſt him tho: 


19 Lettre d'un Academicien de Revilin „ &c. publiſhed in £/gs 
de trois Philofophes, 8vo. Lond. 1753, p. 65. 


160 Reponſe de J. Academicien de Paris, publiſhed in the Flog 
ae trois Philoſophes, p. 21, 22. 
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powers of ridicule, of which he was ſo eminently' Caas. 
z maſter; particularly in a piece called © the 2 
Tomb of the Sorbonne ;* and in another called 1752. 
« the Diatriba of Doctor Akakia, phyſician to 


© the pope: Frederick, who was much exaſpe- 


rated at the freedom with which Maupertuis was 
treated in the laſt of theſe pieces, accuſed Vol- 
tire with being the author of it. Voltaire, who 
was accuſtomed to diſclaim his works, proteſted, 
on his honour, that he had no hand in that 
ſatire; but the king confuted him, by producing 
the manuſcript of his ſecretary, which he-had 
ordered to be ſeized at the printer's m. The 
Diatriba of Dr. Akakia' was burnt, as a defa- 


matory libel, by the common executioner, in all 


the public places in Berlin, on the 24th of De- 
cember, 1752 **. 
himſelf as ruined at the Pruſſian court, returned: 
the king his enſign of the order of merit, and his 
chamberlain's key, with the following lines: 


Je les regus avec tendreſſe ; 
Je wous les rend avec douleur : 
Comme an amant jaloux, dans ſa mauvaiſe humeur, 


Rend le portrait de ſa maitreſſe. 


Farprxick, being ſomewhat ſoftened by this 
act of ſubmiſſion, ſent him back the tokens of 


5: Hiſtorical and Critical Memoirs of the Life and Writings 
of M. de Voltaire, tranſlated from the French of Dom Chaus 
con, 8vo. 1776, p. 157. 

Var. I. 


162 Tbid. p. 157. 
bf his 


Voltaire, now conſidering: 


386 
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Cu Ar. bis former kindneſs, and granted. him a long 


XIV. 
A.D. 
" 1709S: 


conference, in which Voltaire, if he could nor 
Juſtify, at leaſt in ſome degree excuſed himſelf % 
The king, however, afterwards ſent the abbe de 
Prades to Voltaire at Berlin, and required of 
him, that he ſhould write a letter of apology to 
Maupertuis. This requiſition put Voltaire into 
a rage. He not only refuſed, in the rougheſt 
manner, to comply with. what was' defired of 
him, but directed the abbs to tell the king, that 
© he might go to hell.“ The abbe, in order to 
induce Voltaire to ſend back another anſwer, told 
him, that his majeſty had ordered him to bring 
back his anſwer verbatim; and aſked him, whe- 
ther the anſwer, which he had given him, was 
what he was really to deliver to the king ? © Yes, 
replied Voltaire; and you may add to it, that 
I told you, that you 1 8⁰ to hell with 
0 him 164 , 

Wusn the abbẽ de Prades returned to Potſ- 
dam, the king defired to know what Voltaire had 


ſaid to him. The abbe heſitated, and ſeemed 


unwilling to deliver his meſſage. - But Frederick 
inſiſted upon knowing preciſely what had paſſed. 


The abbe then informed him exactly, and thc 


163 Hiſtorical and Critical Memoirs of the Life and Writings 
of M. de Voltaire, tranſlated from the French of Dom Chau- 
don, 8vo. 1776, p. 157. 

%, Vulette's Life of Voltaire, ut 3 p- 190. 


king 
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king appeared highly diverted at Valtaire's vehe- . 


mence, and at the politeneſs of his meſſage. He N 


made the abbe repeat it ſeveral times, and at 1752. 
every repetition laughed immoderately s. The 
king and Voltaire kad afterwards another inter- 
viewſy]; in which he requeſted permiſſion to 

co to Plombieres, for the benefit of his health. 
Frederick granted his conſent, and made him 
promiſe to return. But having afterwards diſ- 
covered, that Voltaire had cauſed the Akakia to 

be printed in Holland, which had occaſioned the 
preſident of his academy to be laughed at 
throughout all Europe, and being alſo informed, 

that Voltaire had written a ſatirical piece againſt 


65 Villette's Life of Voltaire, ut ſupra, p. 181. 


[r] It has been ſaid, that in one of theſe i interviews, Vol- 
taire appeared before the king, holding the Alalia in his 
hand, which he threw into the fire, ſaying, © There, fire, 
there are the remains of that wretched book, which has 
made me loſe your friendſhip.” Frederick haſtened to the 
fre- place, and endeavoured to fave the A4kakia from the flames, 
in which he was oppoſed by Voltaire. The king, however, 
carried his point, burnt his ruffles, and ſaved the book. The 
ſcene was cloſed by Frederick and Voltaire laughing heartily 
together, and embracing each other. This ſtory is not very 
credible. The king would hardly be fo anxious to fave a 
book, of which there were then probably many more copies. 
The ſtory alſo ſeems too much an imitation of that of the 
preſident Henault, who burnt a pair of ruffles in ſaving tle 
llenriaat from the flames. 
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„ MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


Caar. himſelf [z], he wrote to him the following 


as letter: pa 
1753. c You are at liberty to leave my 3 when. 
ä —— EY 


ever you pleaſe ; but, before you go, let me re. 
* queſt you to return the contract of your en- 
* gagement, the key, the croſs, and the volume 
© of poetry with which I entruſted you. I could 
© with that my works had only been expoſed to 
© the critical obſervations of you and Koenig. 
© I cannot regard the cenſures of thoſe, who 
imagine that they raiſe their own reputation, 
by ruining that of others. I have neither the 
* madneſs, nor the vanity, of certain authors, 
I look on the cabals of men of letters as the 
* diſgrace of literature, but do not the leſs eſteem 
© thoſe who cultivate learning with more liberal 
© minds. My contempt falls oy on the leaders 
© of parties“. March 16, 1753. 

ApTER having received this letter, Voltaire 
quitted Berlin; and when he called to his valet 
de chambre to aſſiſt him in taking off the croſs 
of the order of merit, and his chamberlain's key, 


[z] This piece was entitled, La Vie pri ve du Roi de Proft. 
Darget, his ſecretary, requeſted the king to give him leave to 
write an anſwer to this publication. Frederick replied, © My 
« dear Darget, it is not worth your while to refute the calum- , 
* nies of this work. It is my buſineſs to do my duty, and to , 
let malicious people ſay what they pleaſe.* Villette's Life f 
of Voltaire, p. 359. . 

366 Chaudon's Memoirs of Voltaire, p. 158, 159. 


which 
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which he ſent to the king, he ſaid, Here! Char. 


« diveſt me of theſe diſgraceful marks of ſervi- —_ 


© tude.” From Berlin he went to Leipſic, where 1753. 

he continued to publiſh ſatirical pieces againſt 

Maupertuis [4a], and from thence he went to the 
court 


le] Maupertuis is ſaid to have been ſo much exaſperated 
at the ſatires that Voltaire publiſhed againft him, as to ſend 
him a letter, threatening to take on him a perſonal revenge. 
In alluſion to this, the following ludicrous paſſages appeared, 
in a continuation which Voltaire publiſhed, at Leipſic, of his 
Diatriba of Dr. Akakia. * The Native of St. Malo's, (Mau- 
« pertuis,) having been again attacked by his frenzy, has 
© vented his ravings againſt his good phyſician, Akakia, who 
is now ill at the city of Leipſic in Germany, and has written 
* him a menacing letter, in which he threatens to come and 
murder him. 

Since the days of M. de Pourceaugnac, who wanted to 
viſit his phyſician ſword in hand, ſo malicious a patient was 
never known. Dr. Akakia, being alarmed, preſented the 
* following petition to the univerſity of Leipfic. 


The Petition of Dr. Ax AK 1A. 


Dr. Ax Ax IA having fled for protection to the univerſity 
« of Leipfic, where he has ſought an aſylum from the attempts 
of a Laplander, a native of St. Mala's, who has declared he 
© will murder him, in the midſt of the univerſity, earneſtly 
« entreats the doctors and ſcholars, to arm themſelves ag: inſt 
* that barbarian with their penknives and ink-ſtands; and he 
particularly requeſts his brethren, the phyſicians, to admi- 
niſter a purge to the ſaid ſavage, the moment he appears, in 
* order that he may evacuate all his peccant humqurs, and 
that they may preſerve, by their art, the little reaſon till 
* poſſeſſed by this cruel Laplander, and the life of their good 
brother Akakia, who recommends himſelf ta their protec-. 
Cc 3 * tion, 
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Car. court of Saxe-Gotha. I went,” ſays he, to 


c 


« 
c 
c 
c 


c 


© paſs a month with the ducheſs of Saxe-Gotha, 


the 


tion. He likewiſe intreats * apothecaries not to forget 
themſelves on this occaſion.” 

© In conſequence of this petition, the univerſity iſſued a 
decree to arreſt the native of St. Malo's, at the gates of the 
city, as ſoon as he ſhould arrive to perpetrate his parricide 
on the good Akakia, who had behaved to him like a father, 
The following 15 the order of the A and is ſtill to 
be ſeen in the Ada Eruditorum.. 

A Quidam having written a letter to an inhabitant of 


Leipſic, in which he threatens to murder the ſaid inhabitant; 


and as the murdering of any perſon is manifeſtly contrary 
to the privileges of the fair; this is to requeſt all, and every 
one, to give information againſt the ſaid Quidam, the mo- 
ment he ſhall preſeat himſelf at the gates of Leipſic. He 
35 a philoſopher, whoſe gait 1s in the compound ratio of 
abſcnt and precipitate. His eyes are round and ſmall, his 
peruke the ſame, and his noſe cruſhed flat. He has an ill 
look, a full face, and a full head; that is to ſay, full of him- 
ſelf. He always carries a /ca{pe/ in his pocket, to diſſedt 
tall people. Whoever will give information concerning 
him, ſhall receive a thouſand ducats reward, to be paid at 
the Latin city, building by the ſaid Quidam, or out of the 


comet of gold and diamonds which is ſoon to fall on the 


earth, according to the predictions of the ſaid Quidam, phi- 
loſopher and aſſaſſin.“ 


The phyſician, Akakia, alſo wrote a conciliatory epiſtle 


to the native of St. Malo's, of which the following are 
extracts, 


Mr. Preſident, 
© I have reccived the letter with which you honoured me. 
You inform me, that you are in good health, and that you 
have completely recovered your ſtrength, and you threaten 
© t0 


Ti: 
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- 


the beſt princeſs in the world, the moſt mild, Cuar. 
the moſt prudent, and of the moſt equal tem- 4 3 
per; and who, God be thanked, did not make 1753. 
verſes. I afterwards ſpent a few days at the 
country-houſe of the landgrave of Heſſe, who 

was ſtill a remove farther from poetry than the 
princeſs of Saxe Gotha. Thus I took breath, 


=y 


* 


* 


— 


— 


LS 


** 


to come and murder me. What ingratitude towards your 
poor phyſician Akakia —Vou are not contented with not 
paying him, but are determined to be his aſſaſſin. Such a 
proceeding is unbecoming the preſident of an academy, and 
* a good Chriſtian, as you are. Permit me to congratulate 
you on the return of your health; but I have not ſo much 
ſtrength as you. I have kept my bed this fortnight ; and, | 
therefore, muſt entreat you to deter the philoſophical expe- 
riment, which you are ſo deſirous of making. Perhaps you 
mean to diſſect me; but conſider, I am not a giant from 
Terra Auſtralis, and beſides that my brain is ſo ſmall, that 
you can acquire no new ideas, on the nature of the ſoul, 
from an examination of its fibres.'—* How can you think 
of carrying your animoſity ſo far as to kill me? If you 
can but heat your imagination juſt enough to peep into 
faturity, you muſt perceive, that if you come to murder me 
at Leipfic, where you are not more beloved than any where 
elſe, and where your letter is depoſited, you will run the 
riſc of being hanged, which would too much haſten the mo- 
ment of your maturity, and be quite unbecoming the pre- 
ident of an academy.” 

P. S. As we have here fifty or fixty perſons who have 
ridiculed you prodigiouſly, they beg leave to inquire, on 
* what day it is that you intend to murder them all.'”—Hiſto- 
rical and Critical Memoirs of Voltaire, by Dom Chaudon, 
9. 104—269, 
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Cray. and thence continued, by ſhort journies, my 
XIV. | | 
A. D. © route to Franckfort, where a very whimſical 
1753. © kind of deſtiny awaited me“. 

— «Ax Franckfort on the Maine Voltaire was 
arreſted, on the firſt of June, 1753, at the deſire 
of the Pruſſian reſident. One reaſon for detain. 
ing him was, to oblige him to give up the con. 
tract which the king had made with him, and by 

which he had bound himſelf to pay to him twenty 
thouſand livres a year: but the principal reaſon 

was, to get from him a volume of the king's 
poetry, which Voltaire had in his poſſeſſion, and 
which, he ſaid, Frederick had given him. Vol- 

taire declared, that he would readily give up the 
contract, and the volume of poetry, but that he 

had left them both at Leipſic with his other 

| effects; however, he pledged his honour, and 
| gave a written promiſe, not to abſent himſelf 
from Franckfort, without permiſſion, or without 

| fatisfying the demands that had been made upon 
| | him. Notwithſtanding this engagement, the 
| magiſtrates of Franckfort were informed, much 
to their ſurprize, that he had ſuddenly left that 

place. He was immediately purſued, and brought 

back to the city under a guard of ten ſoldiers. 

The reaſon he aſſigned for his departure was, that u 


| he intended to try the waters of Wiſbaden*", WM * 
1 
767 Memoires de Voltaire, p. 129, 130. a ' t 


7% D. Chaudon's Hiſt. and Crit. Memoires of Voltairp, 
B 192 When 


THE "FHIRD KING OP PRUSSIA. 393 


When he had delivered up the volume of the cad. 
king's poetry, he expected to have been ſet at "=" 
liberty, but he was ſtill detained, together with 1753. 
his niece, madame Denis, who was then with 
him. He might now, perhaps, be detained, till 
he had given up the king's contract with him. 
Voltaire himſelf ſays, © On the twelfth of June, 
' the packet of poetry came, and I faithfully 
gave up the ſacred depoſit, imagining that I 
might then depart, without offence to any 
crow ned head. But at the very inſtant when I 
vas ſetting off, I was again arreſted, together 
' with my ſecretary, and my ſervants. They 
even arreſted my niece; and four ſoldiers 
WH © dragged her, through the middle of the dirt, 
do the houſe of M. Schmidt, who had, by I 
| WH know not what right, the title of privy-coun- 
' ſellor to the king of Pruſſia. This Franckfort 
' trader thought himſelf at that time a Pruſſian 
' general. He commanded twelve of the town 
' guards, with all the importance and grandeur, * 
' which an affair of ſuch conſequence required. 
My niece had a paſſport from the king of 
France; and, moreover, had never corrected 
the king of Pruſſia's verſes. Women are 
' uſually reſpected even amidſt the horrors of 
war; but the counſellor Schmidt, and the reſi- 
dent Freytag, endeavoured to pay their court 
to Frederick, by hauling one of the fair ſex 
through the mud. They ſhut us up in a kind 
8 | * of 
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Crar. of inn, at the door of which the twelve ſoldier, 


XIV. 
A. D. 
1753. 


*. were poſted. Four others were placed in ny} 


chamber, four in, the garret, where they had 


— conducted my niece, and four in a ſtill more 


* wretched garret, where my ſecretary was laid 
upon ſtraw. My niece, indeed, was allowed x 


_ © ſmall bed; but four ſoldiers, with fixed bayo. 


« nets, ſerved her inſtead of curtains and chan. 
© ber-maids.—* We were detained ſor twelve 
© days as priſoners of war, for which we pai 
© one hundred and forty crowns a day. The 
* merchant Schmidt had ſeized on all my effects, 
< which were returned to me one half lighters], 


One need not with to pay dearer for the poets; 


of the king of Pruſſia. I loſt about as much 
as it had coſt him, to ſend for me, and takemy 
leſſans; fo that we were quits at parting W. 

Iv a letter, written ſome time after to his niece, 
referring to the treatment which ſhe and himſelf 
had received at Franckfort, Voltaire ſays, * | 
* ſometimes imagine, that all this muſt ha ve been 


LY 


[Ds] In a letter, written by Frederick to Voltaire, in the 
year 1760, when their correſpondence was renewed, 1s tlic 
following paſſage : * I know that you were obliged, at Franck- 
© fort, to give up my poems, and ſome baubles ; but I neither 
© knew, nor intended, that your effects, and your money, 
* ſhould be touched. This being ſo, you have a right to mak: 
« your claim, which I ſhall highly approve ; and Schmidt mut 
© not expect any protection from me on this ſubject.“ Pot 
humous Works, vol. VII. p. 502. 

2% Memoires de Voltalre, p. 133—137. 


© 2 dream, 
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a dream, or that it happened in the time of the Cnap, 


tyrant of Syracuſe. I aſk myſelf, whether it 


can poſſibly be true, that a French lady, tra- 1753. 
velling with the paſſport of the king of France, — macs | 


ſhould have been dragged through the ſtreets of 
' Franckfort by ſoldiers, and thrown into priſon, 
without any form of law, or without her ſer. 
rant being permitted to attend her; while four 


ſoldiers, with their bayonets fixed, kept guard 


at the door; and when ſhe was forced to ſuffer 
' the clerk of Freytag, a raſcal of the loweſt 
' order, to paſs the whole night in her chamber. 
When La Brinvilliers [e] was arreſted, the 
' executioner was never left alone with her. 
There has been no example of ſuch indecent 
' barbarity. And what was your crime? That 
you had made a journey of two hundred 
leagues, to accompany a dying uncle, whom 
ou conſider as your father, to the waters of 
' Plombiercs. It is not honourable to the king 


' of Pruſſia, that he has made no atonement for 


' ſo ſhameful an inſult, committed in his name, 
ay by one who ſtiled himſelf his - miniſter. 
\s to myſelf, he had cauſed me to be arreſted 

for having in my poſſeſſion a printed volume of 

lis poetry, of which he had made me a preſent, 


e] The marchioneſs de Brinvilliers, who poiſoned her 
tier, ker two brothers, and her ſiſter, becauſe they had pro- 
tired her lover, St. Croix, to be ſent to the Baſtile. She was 
leheaded, and afterwards burnt, in 1679. 


© and. 
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G Cnar © and to which I had ſome right. He had he 


A.D 


1753. © and as the reward of my care. He wiſhed to 
3 receive back his preſent; and for that purpoſe 


MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


* ſtowed it on me as a pledge of his kindneſ, 


© he had nothing to do but to ſpeak the word, 
© Tt was not worth while to impriſon an old 
© man, who was going to take the benefit of the 
© waters. He ſhould have remembered, that for 
© fifteen years paſt he has prepoſſeſſed my mind 
by his ſeducing kindneſſes, and that he haz 
© drawn me out of my native country in my old 
© age; that I have laboured two ſucceſſive years 
for his improvement, that I have faithfully 
« ſerved him, and never been any way deficient 
in my duty; and finally, that it was very much 
© beneath his rank, and his glory, to take part in 
© an academical diſpute, and to conclude his 
© favours by ſending ſoldiers to demand back his 
* poctry *." 

Or the conduct of the king of Pruſſia in this 
tranſaction, I have never met with any fatis- 
factory vindication. The principal reaſon aſlign- 

| ed, for his cauſing Voltaire to be arreſted at 
Franckfort, was, an apprehenſion that he in- 
tended to turn his poems into ridicule. But no 
ridicule that Voltaire could have thrown on the 
king of Pruſſia's poetry, would have reflected on 
him ſo much diſhonour, as his manner of 


% Idee du Roi de Pruſſe, p. 5056, 
| ſtopping 


top! 
ſeſſie 


him. 
the 
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topping him at Franckfort, and regaining poſ- Cap. 
{ſion of the poetical volume that he had given $4 9 

im. Even allowing for ſome exaggeration in 1753. 0 
the repreſentations of Voltaire, yet, when tze 4 
manner in which he was invited to the Pruſſian 

court is conſidered, the conduct of Frederick ap- 

ears to have been totally indefenſible. 

Arrter Voltaire had obtained his liberty at 
Franckfort, he went to Mentz, where he ſtopt 
ſome time, © to dry his clothes,” as he ſaid, 


a * after his ſhipwreck.” He afterwards proceeded 

md Manheim, where he was received with great | 
ly ſpect by the elector palatine. | 
nt f 
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way of repriſals for captures of Pruſſian veſſel; 
made by Britiſh cruizers.—He viſits the city, 


Oppoſition made by bim to the ſubſidiary treaty 


He concludes himſelf a treaty with the king 


calculated to ſecure the peace of Germany, and 
to prevent ſuch troubles as had ariſen from "a 
diſputed ſucceſſion at the death of Charles the 
Sixth. But the king of Pruſſia oppoſed this de- 
ſign 
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en 
peat 
c HA P. Xv. OA 
lk oppoſes the ale Dick of a ing of the Re. - 
mans.—He delains à part of the debt due 1 1 
N 


Britiſh ſubjedts from the, Sileſi an revenues, by 


Amſterdam, in company with colonel Balbi.— 
entered into between Great Britain and Ruſſa.— 


Great Britain. 


MONG the political objects, which en- rhe 


gaged the attention of the king of Pruſſa 28 
at the preſent period, one was, the prevention 0 wy 
the election of a king of the Romans. It was pert 
the earneſt deſire of the court of Vienna, to ob- arly 
rain this dignity for the arch-duke Joſeph, edel f 
ſon and heir of the reigning emperor, in order 1 
thereby to ſecure his future elevation to the im- " 
perial throne. This deſign Was ſtrongly ſup- ber 
ported by the king of Great Britain, who even 
gave ſubſidies to ſome of the German princes to a 
promote the meaſure, which he conſidered as adv 
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en with great firmneſs, though with much ap- Cie. 
peatance of moderation. When the imperial x Y 
niniſter at Berlin communicated to him the ſen- 1753. 


iments of his Britannick majeſty on this ſubject, 
ind alſo ſolicited his vote for the archduke Joſeph, 


when the election of a king of the Romans ſhould 
de propoſed to the electoral college, Frederick 
replied, That he was extremely well diſpoſed to 
manifeſt his regard for their imperial majeſties, 
ind to give them moſt genuine proofs of it, even 
n the propoſed election of a king of the Romans, 


from a regard to the great merit of the preſent 


candidate, the archduke Joſeph. But he left it 


o the conſideration of their imperial majeſties, 
whether the election would not be a little pre- 
mature, if tranſacted at a time when his imperial 
majeſty was in the flower of his age, enjoying 
perfect health; and when all Europe, particu- 


larly the empire, was in a ſtate of profound tran- 


quility ; ſo that no circumſtance ſeemed to point 
out the neceſſity of ſuch an election. He alſo 


remarked, that, in caſe of the emperor's death, 


bermany would find herſelf in a very diſagree- 
able fituation, under the government of a minor. 
kor theſe reaſons, he ſaid, he could not help 


adviſing their imperial majeſties to wait til} the 


achduke ſhould be of age, when his election 


night be carried on with more conformity to the 


uus and conſtitutions of the empire, and in a 
Manner more ſuitable to the majeſty of the whole 
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Czar: Germanic body *. This reply he cauſed to he 


XV. 
A. D. 


1753. 


NMEMOIRS OP yrepeitter, 


circulated among the electors, and particularly 


tranſmitted it to the king of Great Britain, He 
recommended it to the electors, that they ſhould 
deliberate maturely on this ſubject, and confer 
together in a body as well as in private, that 
they might proceed according to the antient 
cuſtom of the, electoral college, and take ſuch 
meaſures as ſhould be judged expedient for the 
honour and advantage of the whole German em- 
pire, He alſo obſerved, that the reaſons for 
electing a king of the Romans ought to be ſub. 


' mitted to all the ſtates of the empire, and not 


merely to the electoral college. 

Tus circular letter of the king of Pruſſia was 
anſwered both by the king of Great Britain and 
the elector of Bavaria; and they aſſerted, that it 
was the privilege of the electoral college only, 
without any participation of the other princes of 
the empire, to elect a king of the Romans during 
the life of the emperor, in order to maintain the 
peace, and preſerve the liberties of German); and 
that the neglect of this wiſe precaution had pro- 
duced bloody wars, and many fatal conſequences 
to the empire. They obſerved, that nothing 
could more contribute to the eſtabliſhment of the 


public angling than this meaſure, which wa 


174 Smollett's Hit. of England from the 1 vol. 
WL. N 273, 297, 298. 


1 | ardently 
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adently deſired by the majority of the German Cray, 
princes ; and that, although the archduke Joſeph 2 D. 
wanted a few years of being of age, and the death 1753. 
of the reigning emperor might poſſibly happen 
during that prince's minority, yet it would be 

much leſs prejudicial to the empire to have a 

minor chief, than to ſee the ſucceſſion altogether 
unſettled. The Pruſſian monarch alſ6 received 

a declaration to the ſame purpoſe from the elector 

of Mentz ; and underſtanding that this prince, 

as arch-chancellor of the empire, intended to 
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WT convoke an electoral diet, in order to propoſe q 
me clection of a king of the Romans, he wrote 4 

an elaborate letter to his electoral highneſs, MN 
+ WM <xplaining more particularly his reaſons for poſt- M 
aa poning the election. He quoted an article of by 
WY tbe treaty of Weſtphalia, which expreſsly de- # 
„ares, that the election of a king of the Romans 3 
oo fall be diſcuſſed and ordained by the common 4 
ng conſent of the ſtates of the empire; and, there- | 
bel bote, he could not, he ſaid, conceive, what right 


the electoral college had to arrogate this privi- 
lege to themſelves, in excluſion of the other 
ſtates of the empire. He obſerved, that the im- 
perial capitulations, which were the only laws of 
the empire that treated of this ſubject, mentioned 
uu only/ three caſes in which it was lawful to proceed 
to ſuch an election; namely, the emperor's leaving 
Germany, and long abſence from it; his advanced 
age, or ſuch an indiſpoſition, as rendered him 
Vol. I, D d incapable 


403 | MEMOIRS or FREDERICK, 
Cuz. incapable of managing the eoncerns of govern. Ml zi 


Ft ment; and any caſe of emergency, in which the 


1753. preſervation of the proſperity of the empire was 
intereſted. He affirmed, that none of thele caſes 
at preſent exiſted; that, in caſe the imperial 
crown ſhould devolve to a minor, many miſ. 
chiefs and diſorders muſt enſue, as the conſtitu- 
tions of the empire had eſtabliſhed no regula. 
tions nor regency in that event; that an election Neu. 

of this nature, carried on under the power, in- to 
fluence, and authority of the head of the empire, Dr 
would ſtrike at the fundamental privileges of the Ml Sil 
princes and ſtates; and, conſequently, would in en 
time overturn the conſtitution of the empire, Wl tai 
and totally change the nature of the imperial Wl pc: 
office; which, from being an elective dignity, Wl (0 
_ conferred by the free and independent ſuffrages WM cl: 
of the-ele@oral college and ſtates of Germany, ¶ pe. 
under eertain capitulations, obliging the prince I (cl 
thus choſen to govern according to law, would 
become an hereditary ſucceſſion, perpetuated in WF : ;; 
dne family, which, of courſe, muſt be aggran- Wl * 
dized to the prejudice of its co-eſtates, and the * 


ruin of the Germanic liberties “,“, 5 
. ' ' 0 
Tux objections urged by the king of Pruſſia, . 


againſt raiſing the archduke Jofeph to the dignity i - ; 
of king of the Romans, were not r la. 


17 Smoletb's Hiſt. of England from the RY "vol 
III. p. 299. I 
| without 
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without reaſon; and it was natural, that he Czar, 
ſhould be averſe to a meaſure, which rended to 742 
the aggrandizement of the houſe of Auſtria, 1733. 
He was, however, ſuſpected, of having ſome e 


Ps „ (6 @&4 


teaſons againſt the meaſure, which he did not 


openly avow [0]. But the deſign was till pro- 
ſecuted with great warmth by the king of Great 
Britain and the court of Vienna ; and the latter 
even endeavoured to induce the king of Pruſſia 
to favour it, by conſenting that the treaty of 
Dreſden, confirming to him the poſſeſſion of 
Sileſia, ſhould be guarantied by the diet of the 
empire; a ſanction which he now actually ob- 
tained, together with the ratification of his im- 


perial majeſty '7%. Notwithſtanding this conceſ- 


fon, Frederick ſtill continued to oppoſe the 
election of a king of the Romans; and, by his 
perſeyering oppoſition, the execution of the 
ſcheme was prevented for many years. 


[o] Dr. Smollett ſays, Perhaps, if the truth was known, 
this enterprizing prince had projected ſome great ſcheme, 
' with the execution of which this propoſed eſtabliſhment 
would have interfered. Certain it is, he exerted humſejf 
with that ſpirit and perſeverance which were peculiar to his 
character, to fruſtrate the intention of the courts of London 
* and Vienna in this particular, and was aſſiſted with all the 
* intrigue of the French miniſtry, Hiſt. vol. III. p. 300. 
ln another place the ſame hiſtorian intimates a ſuſpicion, that 


tne king of Pruſſia himſelf © aſpired in ſecret at the imperial 


dignity.“ Ibid. p. 345. | 
> Smollett's Hiſt. of England from the Revolution, vol. 
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CHAP. 


XV. 
A. D. 


1753. 


MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


Azovur this time the king of Pruſſia publiſhe| 


a declaration of his determination, to ſeize upon 
a part of the Sileſian revenues, which were due 


◻ to the merchants of Great Britain, in order to 


\ 


indemnify his ſubjects for the loſſes which they 


had ſuſtained, by the depredations and violences 


which had been committed on them, by Engliſh 
ſhips of war, and privateers, on the high ſexs, 
He alleged, that eighteen Pruſſian ſhips, and 
thirty-three neutral veſfels, in which the ſubject; 
of Pruſſia were concerned, had been unjuſtly 
ſeized by Engliſh cruizers. Fhe damages were 


ſtated by him to amount to à very confiderable 


ſum ; and he maintained, that it was agreeable 
to the law of nations, to indemnify his ſubjects 
out of the money belonging to the Engliſh which 
was then in his hands“. | 
Ax anſwer to the Pruſſian ee was drawn 
up by ſome of the ableſt Engliſh civilians; and 
they contended, that according to the law of na- 
tions, when two powers were at war, all ſhips 
were liable to be ſtopt, and examined to whom 
they belong, and whether they were carrying con- 
traband goods to the enemy ; and that captures 
by ſea fell properly under the cognizance of 
thoſe powers, under whoſe juriſdiction the ſeizures 
were made. His Pruſſian majeltys* therefore, 


74 Expaſtion des Motifs fondes ſur le Droit des Gens 


univerſellement rega, qui ont determine le Roi, &c. Berlin, 


1754 
. could 
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could not, they ſaid, confiſtently with the law Car. 
1 2 2 — — XV. 

of nations, determine theſe diſputes in his own . B. 

tribunals. They proved, that many of the facts 1753. 


tated in the Pruſſian memorial were not true: 
and they aſſerted, and produced evidence in ſup- 


port of their aſſertions, that where appeals had 
been made to the Englith courts of admiralty, 
impartial juſtice had been adminiſtered. - They 
maintained, that the law of nations, founded 
upon juſtice, equity, and reaſon, did not allow of 
repriſals, except in caſe of violent injuries, di- 
rected or ſupported by the ſtate, and when juſtice 
was abſolutely denied by all the tribunals, and 
afterwards by the prince. At all events, his 
Pruſſian majeſty could have no right to ſtop any 
part of thoſe Sileſian revenues, which were due 
t0 Britiſh ſubjects. He had engaged his royal 
word to pay the Sileſia debt to private men, 
The debt was negotiable, and many parts of it 
had been aſſigned to the ſubjects of other powers. 
It would not be eaſy to find any inſtance; in 
which a prince had thought proper to make re- 
priſals upon a debt due from himſelf to private 
men. There was always a confidence that this 
would not be done ; becauſe a private man lends 
money to a prince upon the faith of an engage- 
ment of honour; it being well known, that a 
prince could not be compelled, like other men, 
in an adverſe way, by a court of juſtice. So 
ſe FRO had England, France, and Spain, 
Dd 3 aadhered 
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40  MyMOrks Of FREBERTER, 
Ony: adhered to the public faith in this reſpect, that Ml vi 
h eben during the war they ſuffered no inquiry to WM thi 
 3753- be mide, whether any part of the public debt; WM he 
ns due to ſubjects of the enemy; though it was of 
certain, that many of the Engliſh had money in WM th 
the French funds, and that many of the French Wl ac: 


| had money in the funds of England. co 
; Tus Engliſh civilians farther proved, from the Ml p. 
4 nature of the Sileſia loan, that the king of Pruſſa Wl 
- eould have no right to attach any part of it undet I. 


1 tte pretence of reprifals. This loan had been Wl m 

made to the late emperor of Germany, Charles VI, ¶ be 
in the year 1735. It was not a ſtate tranſaction, en 
i but a mere private contract with the lenders, who de 
=. | had advanced their money, upon the emperor's Wl of 


4  Sbliging himſelf and his heirs to repay the prin. WM th 
4 Eipal with intereſt, at the rate, in the manner, WI th 
F undd at the times in the contract mentioned, with- Wl to 
| | Gut any delay, demur, deduction, or abatement Wl pt 
i whatſoever. As a fpecifte real ſecurity the em- m 
9 peror had mortgaged his revenues of Upper and Wl ne 
; Lower Sitefia, for the payment both of principal Ml u 
und intereſt ; and the whoſe debt was to be diſ- P 
1 Charged im the year 1745. If the money could 

. not de paid out of the revenues of Sileſia, the MI d 


Emperor and his heirs ſtil remained debtors, and WI oi 
were bound to pay. The empreſs-queen, there. 
fore, made it a condition of her yielding the 


a 4+ . 


#achy of Silefia to his Pruſfian majeſty, that be il * 
fhrould ſtand in the place of the late emperot 
= with 
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with reſpect to this debt. In conſideration of Cn. 

this ceſſion, the king of Pruſſia had engaged to bt 

her, both by the treaty of Breſlaw, and by that 1753. 

of Dreſden, that he would pay the money due tg 

the ſubjects of England by the empreſs: queen, 

according to the contract ſigned at London; and 

conſequently had bound himſelf to ſtand in the 

place of the late emperor, in reſpect to this 

money, to all intents. and purpoſes whatfoever. 

The late emperor could net have ſeized this 

money as repriſals, or even in caſe of open war 

between the two nations, becauſe his. faith was 

engaged to pay it without any delay, demur, 

deduction, or abatement whatſoever. The king 

of Pruſſia, therefore, could have no right to ſeize 

this money by way of repriſals; and this was 

the more manifeſt, becauſe the whole debt was 

to have been diſcharged in 1745, which was 

prior to any of the ſeizures, ſtated to have been 

made by Engliſh cruizers. If the contract had 

not been broken, the money which was now at- 

tached would not have been in poſſeſſion of his 

Pruſſian majeſty LB l. | 
TrovGn theſe reaſons were unanſwerable, they 

did not produce their proper effect on the King 

of Pruſſia. Of the Sileſia debt, he detaingd two 


375 Duke of Newcaſtle's Letter, by his Majeſty's order, to 
Monſieur Michell, the King of Pruſſia's ſecretary of the Em- 
baſſy, &c. Publiſhed by authority, Lond. 4to. 1753, p. 6, 
38, 42. | * * 
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408 MEMOTRS' OF PeBaICK, 


n bundred thouſand'crowns, by way of repfiſilav. 
In this tranſaction his conduct was totally inde. 
1753. 3. fenſible. It was commendable in him to endez.. 
our to ſecure a free navigation to his ſubjects; 
but he had no right to invade the property of 
private men, or to ſeize money which he had 
bound himſelf to-pay by a ſolemn contract; and 
which he ought to have paid eight years before. 
The Britiſh government did not behave with 
much dignity on this occaſion ; but the fact ſeems 
to have been, that his Britannick majeſty, from 
his great concern for his electoral dominions, was 
extremely unwilling to embroil himſelf with his 

9 nephew, the king of Pruſſia. 
In the month of June, 1755, tho king of 
Pruſſia went to 'Cleves, from whence he proceeded 
mcognito to Nimeguen, and from thence to Am- 
ſterdam, accompanied only by colonel Balbi, and 
one ſervant. He very particularly viewed the 
harbour and the ſhipping; ; and, during his ſtay 
at Amfterdam, was much pleaſed with the houſe 
of M. Brankamp, a merchant, who had a fine 
collection of pictures, and alſo with. the houſe of 
the Jew Pinto. When Frederick went to the 
houſe of M. Brankamp, that gentleman was not 
at home; and his wife would not ſuffer the king 
to enter the room in which nh was to, wait for 


176 8 Hiſtorique ſur 1 derniere annee, | ae. par 
Compte de e Hertaberg, p. 16. 


her 
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which were not-ſufficiently clean for the neatneſs 


of her apartment. Mrs. Brankamp is alſo ſaid 1753. 
to have been of ſo intractable a temper, that after . 
' her huſband had returned, and acquainted her 


with the high rank of their gueſt, ſhe maintained 
that ſhe had acted rightly, and refuſed to make 
any apology for the liberty that ſhe. had taken 
with the Pruſſian monarch,. As Frederick found, 
that his being at Amſterdam ſoon began to be 


ker huſband, till he had pulled off his ſhoes,” CA. 


XV. 
A.D. 


rumoured about, he haſtily quitted the city with 


his companion the. colanel, and went back to 
Cleves, from whence he returned to Potſdam. 


DukInG the courſe of the year 1775, a treaty - 


was concluded between Great Britain and Ruſſia, 


which particularly excited the attention of the 


king of Pruſſia. His Britannick majeſty having 
entered into a war with France, and. being; 
anxious to ſecure his electoral dominions, con- 


cluded a treaty with the empreſs of Ruſſia, by 


which it was ſtipulated, that in caſe the domi- 


nions of his Britannick majeſty in Germany 


ſhould be invaded, on account of intereſts or 
diſputes which regarded his kingdoms, her im- 
perial majeſty was to furniſh him with a body of 


troops, conſiſting of forty thouſand infantry, with 


the neceſſary artillery, and fifteen thouſand ca- 


valry, and alſo forty or fifty gallies, with the 


neceſſary crews. Theſe ſuccours were to be fur- 


niſhed, whenever they ſhould be applied for by 


the 
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MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


Cuas the king of Great Britain; who was to pay to 


2 the empreſs of Ruſſia a ſubſidy of one hundred 
1753 thouſand pounds ſterling a year, which was to 


continue for four years; but while the Ruflian 
troops were engaged in actual ſervice, the ſub. 
fidy was to be raiſed to five hundred thouſand 
pounds ſterling annually. His Britannick ma, 


jeſty alfo, in caſe the empreſs of Ruſſia ſhould 


be herſelf attacked, was ta fend a: ſquadron of 


Britiſh men of war into the Baltick 7. This 


treaty gave ſo much umbrage to the king of 
Pruſſia [e], that he immediately declared, by his 
miniſters at all the courts of Europe, chat be 
would oppoſe with his utmoſt force the entrance 
of any foreign troops into the empire, under any 
pretence wWhatſoever *. This declaration em- 
barraſſed both the Britiſh and Ruſſian courts, 
and even gave offence to the court of France. 
For the French monarch had already marched 
large bodies of troops towards the frontiers of 
the empire, and erected ſeveral great magazines 
in Weſtphalia, with the permiſſion of the electot 


177 London Magazine, vol. XXIV, p. 577, 578, 579. 

[=] From ſome of the clauſes in this ſubſidiary treaty, con- 
cluded between Great Britain and Ruſſia, it was generally un- 
derſtood, that it was particularly intended by the treaty, not 
only to defend Hanover againſt any invaſion of the French, 
but alſo. againſt any attack that might be —— that 
electorate by the king of Pruſſia. | 

7 Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 431. 
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of Cologn. In this ſtate of things, the monarchs e. 
of Great Britain and France both endeavoured to 4. B. 
enter into a treaty with the king of Pruſſia; and 2755 


the duke de Nivernois was ſent as ambaſſador © 
extraordinary to Berlin, to endeavour to perſuade 


his Pruſſian majeſty to retract his declaration, 
and enter into a new alliance with France. Vols 
taire ſays, that the French king, from a deſire of 
retaining the king of Pruſſia in his alliance, ſent 
the duke de Nivernois, a man of wit, and who 
made very pretty verſes, as his ambaſſador. 
The embaſly of a duke, a peer, and a poet, 
© ſeemed likely to flatter the vanity and the taſte 
of Frederick; but he laughed at the king, of 
France, and ſigned his treaty with England, 
the ſame day that the ambaſſador arrived at 
* Berlin, He played off the duke and the peer 
very happily Cr], and made an epigram upon 
# the poet“. 

Tas treaty between Great Britain and Pruſſia 
was figned on the ſixteenth of January, 1756. By 
this treaty it was declared, that, for the defence 
of their common country, Germany, and in order 


Ir] He entertained the duke de Nivernois at Berlin with 
the utmoſt magnificence, and treated him with fo much diſ- 
tinction, that the court of England began to be apprehenfive, 
that Frederick was abont to renew his engagements with 
France. The miniſter ſent to the Pruſſian court from his Bri- 
tannick majeſty was Andrew Mitchell, Efq. 

in Memoires de Voltaire, p. 149. 
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cas. to preſerve her peace and tranquility, which it 
% was feared was in danger of being diſturbed, on 


account of the diſputes in America, the two kings 


— of Great Britain and Pruſſia, for that end only, 


entered into a convention of neutrality, by which 
they reciprocally bound themſelves not to ſuffer 
foreign troops of any nation whatſoever to enter 
into Germany, or paſs through it, during the 
troubles aforeſaid, and the conſequences that 
might reſult from them; but to oppoſe the ſame 
with their utmoſt might, in order to ſecure Ger- 
many from the calamities of war, maintain her 
fundamental laws and conſtitutions, and preſerve 
her peace uninterrupted '*, An article was alſo 
added in this treaty relative to the Sileſia loan, 
and by which private perſons were prevented 
from being injured by the king of Pruſſia's de- 
tention of the funds for the payment of it. It 
was ſtipulated, that Great Britain ſhould pay 
twenty thouſand pounds, as an indemnification 
for the captures of the merchandize which was 
taken on board Pruſſian bottoms, and ſold during 
the war; and that, in return, the king of Pruſſia 
ſhould pay the whole of the Sileſia loan“, B 
this treaty with the king of Prufſja, the late treaty 
between Great Britain and Ruſſia was virtually 
renounced. The Pruſſian treaty, however, was 


189 Smollett, ut kane p. 446. 
15 Entick's General Hiſt. of the War from 1755 to 1763, 
vol. I. P- 256, edit, 1784. 


far 
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far from promoting peace in Germany, nor did Cnar. 


it ſecure Hanover from invaſion; but it was a 


principal cauſe of involving Great Britain in a 1753. 
long, burthenſome, and expenſive continental Y . 


war, which greatly increaſed the public debt, and 
was highly injurious to the nation. 


Br rox E the treaty bad taken place between 


Great Britain and Pruſſia, or that between Great 
Britain and Ruſſia, his Britannick majeſty, on the 
commencement of the war between him and the 
king of France, had made application to the em- 
preſs- queen, to obtain ſuch auxiliaries as ſhe was 
to furniſh him with by treaty. But her imperial 


majeſty, who did not difcover much gratitude 


for the ſervices ſhe had received from Great Bri- 
tain, declined furniſhing thoſe auxiliaries, under 
the pretence, that as the conteſt between France 
and England related to America only, 1t was not 
a caſe of the alliance; and ſhe afterwards alſo 
declined even defending the Barrier in the Low 


Countries, alleging, that ſhe could not ſpare 


troops for that purpoſe, on account of the hoſtile 
preparations that appeared to be making againſt 
her by the king of Pruſſia. She undertook, 


however, to procure the French king's conſent 


to a neutrality for Hanover [6]; but this his 
Britan- 


o] Dr. Smollett remarks, that this would have effectually 
ſecured the electorate of Hanover from the invaſion of every 


© ther power but Pruſſia itſelf; and it is no ſtrained conjecture 
to 
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Britannick majeſty rejected. An alliance was 


A E. afterwards mp into between the court of 


Vienna 


© to ſuppoſe, bY OR of this very power was the true 
ſource of thoſe conngxions in Germany, which entailed ſuch 
© a ruinous continental war upon Great Britain.“ Hiſt. vol. 

III. p. 433, 444- In another place, this hiſtorian obſerves, 
that © Had his Britannick majeſty made a requiſition of the 
Ruſſian auxiliaries, he muſt have expoſed himſelf to the re. 
* ſentment of a warlike monarch, (the king of Pruſſia) who 
© hovered on the ſkirts of his electorate, at the head of one 
hundred and forty thouſand men, and could have ſubdued 
_ © the whole country in one week; and if he forebore to avail 
«* himſelf of the treaty with the czarina, he did not know how 
« ſoon the king of Pruflia might be reconciled to his moſt 
. * Chriſtian majeſty's deſign of invaſion.” Ibid, vol. IV. p. ;, 
4. Inanother place, the ſame writer ſays, Perhaps the elector 
© of Hanover was more afraid of the Pruſſian monarch than of 
the moſt Chriſtian king, knowing with what eaſe and rayi- 
« dity this enterprizing neighbour could in a few days ſubdue 
© the whole electotate.“ Ibid. vol. III. p. 432. 

When Voltaire was at Potſdam, in the year 1743, and was 
employed in endeavouring to perſuade the king of Pruſſia to 
enter into a new alliance with France, he repreſents Frederick 
as not influenced by any friendly ſentiments towards the king 
of Great Britain. He informs us, that he ſometimes ſent his 
reflexions upon paper, left half blank, from his apartment to 
that of the king, and Frederick anſwered his remarks in the 
margin. I have this paper ſtill,” ſays Voltaire, in which 1 
© have ſaid, © Can it be doubted, that the houſe of Auſtria will 
« ſeize the very firſt opportunity to recover Sileſia from you?” 
Jo which Frederick anſwered in the margin: 

Is ſeront regis, bivibi, 
Ala fagon de Barbari, 
* Man ani. 


TH? THIRD "KING OF PRUSSIA.  - 41S. 
Vienna and that of Verſailles, in which the court CN. 
of Peterſburgh alſo concurred ; and theſe new 2 


connections produced, in the ſyſtem of Europęan 1753. 
politics, a great and important revolution. 


This new kind of negociation was ended by a diſcourſe, 

« which, in one of his moments of vivacity, he made againſt 
« the king of England, his dear uncle. Theſe two kings did 
« not love one another. My Pruffian monarch told me, that 
« George was the uncle of Frederick, but not of the king of 
« pruſſia; and he ended by ſaying, Let France dec. are 
« war againſt England, and I will march.” Memoirs, p. 307, 
108, | 
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Fealouſy and apprehenſion excited in the neighbour. 


ing powers, by the great army of the king 9 
_ - Pruſſia, his military preparations, and his inde. 


; fatigable diligence. in exerciſing his troops, — 


Eventual treaty of partition entered into again 
bim, in caſe of his giving riſe to a new war — 
. Declaration of his Britannick mazeſty, relative 1 


. the treaty concluded between bim and the king 


of Pruſſia. 


HE numerous army, which was conſtantly 
kept up by the king of Pruſſia, the inde. 
fatigable diligence with which he exerciſed hi 


troops, his enterprizing ſpirit, and the manner 


in which he had wreſted Silefia from the houſe 
of Auſtria, naturally excited jealouſy and appre- 


henſion in the ſtates that ſurrounded him. No 


prince of inferior power could confider himſelt 
as perfectly ſafe near ſuch a neighbour ; and even 
the molt potent ſtates ſeemed to think it neceſſary 


to guard againſt his deſigns. As to himſelf, be 
appeared to be always prepared for war. Count 


Hertzberg ſays, that © his principal attention 
* was always turned to thoſe dangerous deſigns, 


© which he ſuppoſed to be entertained by the 


court of Vienna, for the recovery of Sileſia". 


22 Meémoire Hiſtorique ſur la dernière annee, &c. p. 17: 


The 
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The fact was, that Frederick knew, that he had CBA. 


obtained Sileſia in ſuch a manner, by taking ad- 


vantage of the critical ſituation of Maria The- 1756. 
iſa on her acceſſion, by attacking her ſo une 


pectedly, and when ſhe was ſo little prepared for 
ſuch an event, that there was little reaſon to 
imagine, that his conduct could ever be forgiven 


by the court of Vienna. His ſudden irruption 


into Bohemia, in 1744, had alſo led the empreſs- 
queen, and her miniſters, to ſuppoſe, that when- 
cver a favourable opportunity occurred, the am- 
bition of his Pruſſian majeſty would lead him to 
aim at other conqueſts beſides that of Sileſia. 
Tat king of Poland, elector of Saxony, through 
whoſe electoral dominions the king of Pruſſia had 
repeatedly marched his troops without his con- 
ſent, was alſo jealous of the deſigns of the king 


of Pruſſia, and much inclined to join with thoſe | 


princes, who were deſirous of oppoſing the pro- 
ceedings, and reducing the power of Frederick. 
On the eightcenth of May, 1745, a treaty was 
concluded between the courts of Vienna and 
Saxony, wherein was the following paſſage: 
Experience having but too well ſhewn to what 
lengths the king of Pruſſia carries his evil in- 
* tentions, in order to diſturb the repoſe of his 
* neighbours; and that prince having, on the 
* one hand, repeatedly invaded and laid waſte 
* the dominions of her majeſty the queen of 
* Hungary and Bohemia, and, on the other, 

Yar. I. |" L0G * alarmed 
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Craze. © alarmed his majeſty the king of Poland, elector 


of Saxony, by ſeveral menaces, warlike prepa- 
« rations, and violent paſſages through his terri- 
© tories, for which it has not been poſſible to ob- 


© tain due fatisfaction for time paſt, nor ſufficient 


© ſecurity for the future; it has been conſidered, 
* that this double end cannot be obtained, till 
the ſaid formidable neighbour is confined 
* within narrow bounds .“ It was farther 


flated, that for theſe reaſons, his majeſty the 


king of Poland, elector of Saxony, as an auxiliary 
ally, and her majeſty the queen of Hungary and 
Bohemia, as a party attacked and actually at war, 
did mutually agree, that neither the one nor the 
other ſhould lay down their arms, till, beſides the 
conqueſt of all Sileſia, and the county of Glatz, 
the king of Pruſſia ſhould be farther reduced. 
In this treaty it was alſo ſtipulated, that in caſe 
Auſtria and Saxony united ſhould be able to take 


from the king of Pruſſia the provinces particu- 


Iarly ſpecified, the court of Vienna ſhould have 
the duchy of Sileſia and the county of Glatz; 


and the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, the 


duchies of Magdeburgh and Croſſen, the circles 
of Zullichau and Swibus, together with that 
part of Luſatia belonging to Pruſſia ; or only 


133 Four Pieces, containing a full Vindication of his Pruſ- 
fian Majeſty's Conduct in the preſent Juncture, p. 54+ to. 
Lond. 1756. | ; 


part 


lu 
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part of thoſe provinces, in proportion to their Cnar. 
ſts 185. XVI. 
conque : ' 
Tris treaty was ſoon after rendered abortive 
by the concluſion of the peace of Dreſden, which 
put an end to all hoſtilities between the contend- 
ing powers. It was, however, afterwards in 
ſome degree revived, when a defenſive alliance 
was concluded at Peterſburgh, between the courts 
of Ruſſia and Vienna, on the 22d of May, 1746, 
and to which the elector of Saxony was invited 
to accede. Count Bruhl, miniſter to the latter, 
had, indeed, taken abundant pains to incenſe the 
empreſs of Ruſſia, and her miniſters, againſt the 
king of Pruſha, and to give them the moſt un- 
favourable conceptions of his views and deſigns. 
For this purpoſe, he had not ſcrupled to employ 
improper intrigues, and ſometimes procured 
falſioods to be artfully propagated, and commu- 
nicated as truths to the Ruſſian court“. 
Tus treaty of defenſive alliance concluded be- 
tween the courts of Ruſſia and Vienna, at Peterſ- 
burgh, contained, beſides the public articles, 
ſeveral private articles, which were particularly 
levelled againſt the king of Pruſſia, one of which 


% Four Pieces, containing a full Vindication of his Pruſ- 
an Majeſty's Conduct, &c. p. 55. 


15 Conduct of the Courts of Vienna and 8 expoſed, 


publiſhed in the Memoirs of Frederick III. king of Pruſſia, 
p. 209, 215, 216, bc. 
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ner. was as follows: “ Her majeſty, the empreſ,. 


queen of Hungary and Bohemia, declares, tha: 


© ſhe will obſerve, religiouſly and bona. fide, the 
© peace concluded at Dreſden, between her ma- 
« jeſty and the king of Pruſſia, on the 25th of 
December, 1745 ; and that ſhe will not, firſt, 
* depart from the renunciation of the right ſhe 
© formerly had to that part of the duchy of 
«© Sileſia, and to the county of Glatz, which have 
© been yielded up. But if, contrary to all expec. 


c 


c 


C- 


c 


* 


* 
A 


tation, and the common deſire of both the con- 
tracting parties, his majeſty the king of Pruſſia 
ſhould, firſt, recede from the ſaid peace, whe- 
ther by hoſtilely attacking her majeſty the em- 
preſs queen of Hungary and Bohemia, her 


heirs and ſucceſſors, or her imperial majeſty of 


all the Ruſſias, or even the republic of Poland; 
in all which caſes, the ſaid emprefs queen's 
right to the ſaid part of Sileſia, and the county 
of Glatz, yielded up by the above-mentioned 
peace, and, conſequently, her imperial ma- 
jeſty's guaranty thereof, renewed by the firſt 
and ſecond articles of this treaty, ſhould again 


take place, and reaſſume their full force and 


vigour : both the ſaid high contracting parties 
have, in ſuch an unexpected caſe, but not 


ſooner, expreſsly agreed, that the ſaid guaranty 
ſhall fully take place, and be completely ful- 


filled, with this additional and moſt binding 


promiſe; that, in order to avert the common 


danger 
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| | 1 

6-1 danger of ſuch an hoſtile attack, they will im- Onan: 
a WF - mediately enter into the moſt cloſe and confi- | 
ne WF dential concert; ſtrictly enjoin the ſame mutual | 
confidence and good underſtanding to their ; 
of « reſpective miniſters at foreign courts; and 
lt * faithfully communicate to each other whatever | | 
he © either of them ſhall diſcover of the views, de- 

of * ſigns, or intentions of the enemy: and, laſtly, ; 
"WH © hold in readineſs, in the bordering or neareſt ' 
_ © counties, viz. her Roman imperial majeſty in 
Bohemia, Moravia, and Hungary; and her 

i WY « Rufian imperial majeſty in Livonia, Eſtonia, | 
e- and other neighbouring places, thirty thouſand | 
n- men at leaſt, namely, twenty thouſand foot, 
er and ten thouſand horſe; in ſuch manner, that | 
whenever Pruſſia ſhall make an hoſtile attack | a 
d; upon either of the parties, the ſaid thirty thou- | 
1's * ſand men may, within two months at fartheſt, | 
ty or at the utmoſt three months after a previous f 
ed and amicable requiſition, march to the affiſt- 
a- * ance of the army attacked. But as it is caſy 
rt to foreſee, that fixty thoufand men will not be 7 
on © ſufficient to repel an hoſtile attack, to re-con- 
d quer the provinces ceded by the treaty of Dreſ- | 
. den, and to ſecure the public tranquility more | 
„* I © cficctually for the time to come; the two con- | 
It} * tracting parties have therefore farther engaged 

l. * themſelves. to each other, that, in the caſe 

"> Wl © aforeſaid, not only thirty thouſand men, but 

on * double that number, viz. fixty thouſand men, 

ger 


Le 3 * that. 
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© that is to ſay, forty thouſand foot, and twenty 
thouſand horſe, ſhall be employed for that pur. 
poſe, by each contracting party, and the ſooner 
the better; both their ſaid imperial majeſtic 
obliging themſelves, to that end, to aſſemble 
reſpectively the ſaid number of ſixty thouſand 
men, as ſpeedily as the diſtance of the leaſt 
remote parts, from whence the troops can be 
drawn, will poſſibly admit. The troops to be 
appointed for that purpoſe, on the part of her 
Ruſſian imperial majeſty, ſhall be employed az 
well by land as by water, according as the 
occaſions ſhall then be found moſt proper; 
but, on the part of her Roman imperial ma 
jeſty, they ſhall be employed by land only; in 
ſuch a manner, that the ſaid troops may, in 
the beginning, as mutual conveniency ſhall 
allow, and after previous concert, make 1 
diverſion, at one and the ſame time, in the ſaid 
king of Pruſſia's dominions ; and afterwards, 
if poſſible, unite and carry on the operations 
with combined force.'—" And whereas, in 
contracting this ſincere and well-meant en- 
gagement, and by ſuch a powerful aſſiſtance to 
be given, and diverſion to be made, in favour 
of the empreſs-queen, (if ſhe ſhould be at- 
tacked,) her Ruſſian imperial majeſty has no! 
the leaſt intention to make any new conqueſts 
upon ſuch an occaſion, or to appropriate them 

* to herſelf; and as the has likewiſe conſented 
©t6 


F f o N * 
n N DN. n a FI. n 5 
= . bac .. 2 A "8 £5 I > 4 * F K * = * 
4 
[| 


<2. 72m 
E 


$24 — 4d 2 8 * 2 
2 ES _ 3 8 
l * 2 


— * * *. < oy 
= 4. = ” T 


o ” 3 * * 
* 1 1 N A; 
2 : _ 


4 


THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA. 


© to employ the aforeſaid ſixty thouſand men by 
« water as well as by land, and the equipment 
* of a fleet neceſſary thereto will require a very 
extraordinary expence; which, confidering the 
advantage that may be expected from it (as the 


228 
Cn AP. 


— 


© enemy may be more effeCtually annoyed, and 


* his forces more divided, by water than by land) 


* muſt be accounted an army far exceeding the 
© fixty thouſand men; for theſe reaſons, her ma- 
* jeſty the empreſs-queen of Hungary and Bo- 
© hemia obliges herſelf, in order the more fully 
to demonſtrate her gratitude, to pay, within a 
year, (to be reckoned from the time that Sileſ 
and Glatz ſhall be again in her poſſeſſion) to 


© her imperial majeſty of all the Ruſſias, two 


millions of German florins ; from which ſum 
* ſhe ſhall not be entitled to make any deduction, 
on account of contributions, that may have 
been raiſed in the enemy's country. 

Warn the court of Saxony was invited to 
accede to the treaty of Peterſburgh, the count de 
Vicedom, and the ſieur Pezold, the Saxon miniſ- 
ters at Peterſburgh, were directed to declare, that 


their court was ready to accede not only to the 


treaty itſelf, but alſo to the ſecret article againſt 
Pruſſia, and to concur in the arrangements made 
by the two courts of Vienna and Peterſburgh, 


6 Conduct of the Courts of Vienna and Saxony, ut ſupra, 
7.190, 193, 192, 
E e 4. provided 
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Char. provided better meaſures were taken than before, 


as W 
E 


IL for the ſafety and defence of Saxony, as 
for its indemnification and recompence, propor- 
tional to the efforts and progreſs which ſhould 
be made. As to the laſt point, the court 
of Saxony declared, that if the empreſs-queen 


upon any freſh attack from the king of 


Pruſſia, ſhould, by their aſſiſtance, not only re- 
conquer Sileſia, and the county of Glatz, but 
alſo reduce him within narrower bounds, the 
king of Poland, as elector of Saxony, would ſtand 
to the partition-treaty concluded between his 
Poliſh majeſty and the empreſs-queen at Leipfic 
in 1745 ; propoſing, however, ſome alteration in 
the ſtipulations, and that effectual meaſures ſhould 


be adopted for the ſecurity of Saxony. But as 
ſuch meaſures were not yet agreed upon, the 


court of Dreſden did not formally accede to the 
treaty, and repreſented in ſtrong terms the danger 


to which Saxony might be expoſed, if an open 


and decided part were to be taken againſt the 
King of Pruſſia by his Poliſh majeſty. 

In ſome inſtructions ſent from the court of 
Dreſden to the Saxon miniſters at Peterſburgh, 
dated May 23, 1747, is the following paſlage; 
As to the ſecret article, which regards eventual 

and ſtronger meaſures againſt a new, ſudden, 
and unexpected attack from the king of Prufſia, 

the king acknowledges therein the prudent 
forecaſt of the two empreſſcs, in thinking be- 
| * forehand 
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re, ſorchand how to concert proper meaſures, and Crap.” 


a; Wc powerfully aſſiſt each other, if,- contrary to XVI 
\r. better expectations, and notwithſtanding their b 
nd ſcrupulous attention to obſerve their treaties 


urt « with the ſaid prince, the latter ſhould invade 
en the dominions of either of them; and in this 
of Ml © caſe the king is ready to join in the ſame mea- 
re. « ſurcs. But as he is the moſt expoſed to the 
ut © reſentment of ſo formidable and reſtleſs a 


he Wl © neighbour, witneſs the ſad experience his ma- 
nd Wl © jcfty has lately had of it, their imperial majeſties 
his WI © vill not be ſurprized, that the king, before 
fic g entering into ſuch a new, eventual, and exten- 
in * five engagement, ſhould take better precau- 
ale * tions, as well for his ſecurity and mutual de- 
as * fence, as for his being indemnified, and recom- 
the penſed proportionally to his efforts, and the 
the * progreſs made againſt ſuch an aggreſſor '*7,” 

ger Iv a memorial preſented by the Saxon miniſters 
en at Peterſburgh, in the courſe of the ſame year, 


che is alſo the following paſſage: His majeſty en- 

* tirely approves of the wiſe and effectual mea- 
of * ſures which the imperial courts have cventually 
* taken, in caſe that his majeſty the king of 
* Pruſſia, notwithſtanding the exact obſervation 
* of the peace concluded with that prince, ſhould 
* agzin attack, in a hoſtile manner, the domi- 
* nions of either party; and he is ready to concur 


5 Conduct of the Courts of Vienna and Saxony, ut * 
P 195, 196. | 
l therein. 
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Cnar. © therein. But his majeſty has ſtill greater rea. 


XVI. 
— 


© been executed by the king of Pruſſia.” 


In the year 1751, a freſh invitation was made 
to the king of Poland, as elector of Saxony, to 
accede to the treaty of Peterſburgh ;- and his 
Polith majeſty declared his readineſs to do it, in 
a memorial delivered to the Ruſſian miniſter at 
Dreſden, and ſent full powers, and other neceſ- 


* ſon, than the two imperial courts, to reflect 
© maturely on it, from the ſad experience he has 
lately had, the king of Pruſſia having taken 2 
« pretence, from the fuccours he was obliged to 
«* furniſh to her majeſty, the empreſs- queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia, to declare war againſt 
© him; and moreover the electorate of Saxony, 
by its fituation, is ſo much expoſed to his re. 
« ſentment, that, if it were not immediately 
* aſſiſted, it would be impoffible, by its own 
forces, to withſtand ſuch ſudden attacks as have 


ſary papers for that purpoſe, to M. Funck, his 
miniſter at Peterſburgh ; but required, at the : 
ſame time, that the king of Great Britain, as ; 


elector of Hanover, ſhould previouſly be induced 
to accede to the ſecret articles of the treaty of 


Peterſburgh "**, But his Britannick majeſty ; 
could not be prevailed upon to do this; and, 
therefore, his Poliſh majeſty ſtill declined for- ; 


mally to accede to the treaty. 


15 Conduct of the Courts of Vienna and Saxony, ut ſupra, 
P. 203, 204. 


Tus 
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The empreſs of Ruſſia, and her miniſters, 
though they had no immediate quarrel with the 
king of Pruſſia, had formed very unfavourable 
ideas of his deſigns; and count Bruhl, the Saxon 
miniſter, omitted no opportunity of encreafing 
their animoſity againſt him, in which he was 
aſſiſted by the miniſters of the court of Vienna. 
In a letter from count Bruhl to M. Funck at 
Peterſburgh, dated Feb. 6, 1754, is the follow- 
ing paſſage : I do not doubt but the court of 
« Ruſſia is already informed of the different 
movements and arrangements, which the king 
* of 'Pruſſia is making in the kingdom of that 
name, with the greateſt celerity and the utmoſt 
ſecrecy, with reſpect to commerce, the coin, 
and eſpecially military preparations. I alſo 
hope that court will be the more attentive 
* thereto, as thoſe preparations have been re- 
marked to ſucceed the great augmentation of 
troops, which the empreſs of Ruſſia lately or- 
© dered to be made in her neighbouring pro- 
* vinces, and that they ſeem to be in conſequence 
thereof. I have, however, thought proper to 
communicate to you the advices on this head, 
* which we have ſucceſſively received, in order 
that you may make uſe of them, in your con- 
ferences with the miniſtry of the court where 


Lay 


being well ſatisfied of the king of Pruſſia's 
great defire to intermeddle in the domeſtic 
5 7 
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you reſide. We are very attentive thereto, 
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Cu. affairs of Poland; that his projects to ruin the 
* commerce of Poland, and particularly that of 
©;Dantzick, become every day more and more 
© conſpicuous; and that his views of aggran- 
© dizement, on that fide, are certainly one of the 
© moſt flattering objects of his ſchemes “s. 


XVI. 


him, in caſe of his giving riſe to a new war, and 
the correſpondence between the courts of Vienna, 
Peterſburgh, and Saxony, the king of Pruſſia was 
far from being unacquainted. The Saxon dif. 
patches were regularly tranſmitted to him by the 
poſt, for a conſiderable time, as we are informed 
by count Hertzberg, through the treachery of a 
Saxon ſecretary % The cauſes of this confede- 
racy againſt the Pruſſian monarch are thus ſtated 
by Voltaire, in his Age of Letois XV. © Elizabeth, 


c 
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Or the confederacy that was forming againſt 


empreſs of Ruſſia, was leagued with the em- 
preſs Maria Thereſa by antient treaties, by the 
common intereſt which united them againſt the 


n th 
Turks, and by reciprocal affection. Auguſtus N 
III. king of Poland, and elector of Saxony, i 
being reconciled to the empreſs-queen, and 


attached to Ruſſia, to which he owed the title 
of king of Poland, was cloſely connected with 
theſe two ſovereigns. Theſe three potentates 


x39 Conduct of the Courts of Vienna and Saxony expoſed, 


210, 211. 


1% Memoire Hiſtorique ſur la dernière annee, &c. p. 17. 


* had 
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© had each their: complaints againſt king Fre- Czar. 
* derick. Maria Thereſa had ſeen Sileſia: torn =8 
from her houſe; Auguſtus, and his council, 1756. 
© wanted an indemnification for Saxony, ruined 
© by the king of Pruſſia in 1745 ; and there ſub- 

« ſiſted between Elizabeth and Frederick ſome 

« perſonal ſubjects of complaint, which have 
often more influence than could be expected 

© upon the deſtiny of ſtates '*';* In his Memoirs, 
Voltaire alſo ſays, that in 1756, England made 

© a-piratical war upon France for ſome acres of 

© ſnow ; at the ſame time that the empreſs-queen 

* of Hungary appeared very deſirous to recover 

© her dear Sileſia, which had been wreſted from 

© her by the king of Pruſha. She negociated for 

this purpoſe with the empreſs of Ruſſia, and 

with the king of Poland, that is, in quality of 
elector of Saxony; for nobody negociated with 

" the Toles ©. 


= 
ol 1 
- , — + — — E . = - a _ — — — — — — a — 8 — — — = 2 _ 
* 2 0yes 5 2 2 * 7 p * — — — 
- * 2 „ 2 . ö * 3 E we v4. > - . CE Bm 8 — 
o 3 = p 4 — * 2 : bh. : * > Ba a 3 * 7 1 
1 - : 2 - a - can a ads + = =. =} = a ö 7 % 3 * - - 4. 2 a: 4s 2 * — 2 
os 8 3 © R a rd . 1 8 . +: Fo i , + — J — c 4 FR 4 
"0 2 ——— 3 I... iz 4 44 © 5 8 428 8 ” & 4 1 — 3 2 * 1 gf — dy — > 
— * © — * = 4 - 6 1 — 9 N — . 4 / — + "LY * - 
” : 5 * 8 
4 — Y 

i . — 27 * * — — * UN — — — 2 — 2 - . * * Ar - * « >. x - 


ArTER the concluſion of the treaty between bo 
the kings of Great Britain and Pruſſia, a defen- 9 
five alliance was alſo entered into between the A 
courts of Vienna and Verſailles, and the French ah 
court alſo acceded to the treaty of Peterſburgh. * | 
© It was now,” ſays Voltaire, © that the antient | 


* enmity between the houſes of France and 
* Auſtria, which had continued encreaſing ever 
* fince the times of Charles V. and Francis I. 


= TS 


© 
- : S * A « 


Ka * 
« 
- « my 


Age of Lewis XV. ch. 34. bf 
72 Memoires de Voltaire, p. 147. 
| © gave 
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Char. © gave way to a friendſhip which appeared cor. 
. * dially eſtabliſhed, to the aſtoniſhment of all the 
1756. nations of Europe. The king of France, who 

2 mad carried on ſo cruel a war againſt Maria 
© Thereſa, became her ally; and the king of 
Pruſſia, who had been allied to France, became 
its enemy. France and Auſtria were thus 

© united, after three hundred years ſpent | in a 
bloody diſcord s.“ 

Soo after the concluſion of the treaty between 
the courts of Vienna and Verſailles, complaints 
were exhibited. by the miniſters of the empreſs 
queen at foreign courts, that her good intentions 
had been miſrepreſented, as if the friendly alli. 
ance, lately concluded between her imperial 
majeſty and his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, contained 

_ ſecret articles, calculated for the total ſuppreſſion 
of the Proteſtant religion, and to- influence the 
election of a king of the Romans, and that, upon 
ſuch falſe ſuggeſtions, there had been a propoſal 
made for a league of the Proteſtant courts againſt 

the houſe of Auſtria. It was alſo inſinuated, that Wl 
the ruin of the Catholic faith in Germany was * 
the principal object of the new alliance between 
the kings of Great Britain and Pruſſia. In an- 
{wer to theſe complaints and inſinuations, his . 
Britannick majeſty cauſed a memorial to be de- 
livered to the diet at Ratiſbon, in which he te 
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expreſſed 
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expreſſed his ſurprize to find, that the treaty, Cn. 


which he had concluded with the king of — 


pruſſia N], was induſtriouſly repreſented as a 1756. 
7 ground ——v— 


In] Mr. Entick has made the following obſervations rela- 
ire to the two treaties entered into by king George II. the 
ir: with the empreſs of Ruſſia, and the ſecond with the king 
of Pruſſia. The king of Pruſſia's martial ſpirit,” ſays he, 
his diſguſt for a long time with the houſe of Hanover, his 
general attachment to the intereſt of France, which might 
« diſpoſe him to become a proper inſtrument to execute the 
projects of the French miniſtry, already provided for, againſt 
the electorate of Hanover, and its dependencies, put the 
king of Great Britain, elector of Hanover, upon meaſures 
* to defeat any attempt to his prejudice by the aids of Pruſſia; 
' which could not be done ſo effectually by any other means, 
as by engaging a power ſufficient to deter him, and to keep 
« him quiet, with an army hovering over, and ready to break 
in upon his regal dominions, the moment his Pruſſian majeſty 
« dared to join France in the execution of the invaſion of 
Hanover. This was certainly a good reaſon for the Ruſſian 
' treaty.'—* But when his majeſty diſcovered an inclination 
© in the king of Pruſſia to ſhake off his French connexions, 
and to become ſincerely an ally to Great Britain, and was 
from thence thoroughly perſuaded, that his electoral domi- 
' nions had nothing to fear from his arms, it made the treaty 
ich Ruſſia uſeleſs ; the power, whoſe motions the Ruſſian 
' 2rmy was hired to watch, having become a friend. The 
' only dread, that now appeared, was an invaſion by the 
French; whoſe entrance into the empire was become the 
* ſole object of thoſe councils, which were held for the pro- 
tection of Hanover. The beſt means to preſerve Hanover, 
was to ſeek for, and gain an alliance, capable of refiſting 
 iny foreign power, ſuch as the F rench, from entering the 
empire. This could not be done by the Ruffian troops, 

| © which 


4 
* 
i BY 
T 
at 
0 
y 4 
. BOO 
bd 
' 
-% 
75 a 
2 
+ Wl 
2 * 


* 
— 


— — > * 
* 
© x S& 
i=. 2 4 A — 
— F = - 
1 A "=. 


« 
* 
* 


* 
3 — 
o * 
= 


Fo. * 2 I . 
3 


— 1 ay 
1 —_—_— 
y _ va 


. 


wt 
& 


. 


Le 
— 7 — n 


8 
— . 


2 3 oe tar. . 


= * *. 


- 3 5 
1 9 - 2 4 * _— rat” 
N ä EW >> r 2 SE "e "on OLE. — 
— os N . 2 — 2 2 a Me * ( 
ER SER Pages. __ REFS . — 4 8 
- o * 7% 4 a hs 48 * * 3 _ * 
. 2 2 7 L - 
* 
4 


MEMOIRS OP FREDERICK, 


. Cnar. ground of apprehenſion and umbrage, and eſpe. 


cially with reſpect to religion. That neverthe- 


1756. leſs, he obſerved, the whole empire muſt be 
S——" ſenſible, that he had always made it a rule to 


ſupport the rights of each of the religions which 
prevailed in the empire, without any diſtinction 
of perſons; to maintain juſtice; to enforce the 


execution of the laws and conſtitutions: of the 


empire; to protect its liberties and the public 
peace; and to contribute to keep up in the Ger- 
manic body ſuch a ſyſtem, as appeared moſt con- 
ducive to its ſafety. That, in conſequence of 


theſe principles, he had neglected nothing that 


might moſt effectually tend to the ſupport of the 
houſe of Auſtria; but a war having broken out 


* which were cantoned in Lithuania, and other diſtant ſtations; 


but might be effectually undertaken with the aid of the king 


© of Pruſſia. Therefore, as tie ſafety of Hanover was the 
chief object of theſe two treaties, and that ſafety could be 
more effectually maintained by making the enemy, of whom 
© we were jealous, a friend and ally, and to join in keeping 
© the French from entering the empire, it was a wiſe and 
good meaſure.” General Hift, of the War from 1755 to 
1763, vol. I. p. 257, 258. edit. 1784. Mr. Entick, however, 
afterwards adds, that this treaty was ſoon perceived to con- 
© tain the ſeeds of a German war:“ and whatever might he 
the ſentiments of this writer concerning the wiſdom of the 
meaſure, the Pruſſian treaty was certainly productive of an 
immenſe expence to Great Britain, it tended to throw Auſtria 
into the arms of France, which was an event not favourable 
to the balance of power in Europe, and it did not even ſecure 


* 


* 


Hanover from invaſion. 


between 


bet 
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poſſeſſions in America, and France having made 


be WM manifeſt diſpoſitions for invading the electorate 1756. 


by the emprefs- queen the ſuccours ſtiputated by 
treaty, had been obliged to conclude a defenſi ve 
alliance with the king of Pruſſia: but that this 


1c vas without any prejudice to either of the reli- 
ic W gions exerciſed in the empire ; the contracting 


parties having had no views in that treaty, but 
ſuch as were perfectly conſiſtent with the public 
peace and tranquility. It was farther obſerved, 
that time would demonſtrate, how little it was 
the intereſt of the emprefs=qticen to enter into 
ſtrict alliance with a foreign power, which, for 
upwards of two centuries, had ravaged the prin- 


„ens, to exeite diſtruſt and Aifſcrifion umorz 
de privices and ſtates that compofe rhe Gen 
: 


body . 


to 6 
r, 194 Entick's General Hiſt. of the War, vol. II. ꝓ. 32, $4, 
* 


54. Smollett's-Hiſt. of Kugland from the Revolmion, vol. IV. 
p. 5, 6. ; | 


Vor. I. „ CHAP. 


between Great Britain and France, about their Car. 


cipal provinces of the empire, maintained fe- 
peated wars agrinſt the archducal Hoafe of | 
Auſtria, and always endeavouttd,/as it ſuited her 
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err Dor. Ae 
' i The king of Prufia divide: an. ani m th 


emprefſs-queen, relative to the: deſign of ber nili. 


.- tary preparations. —1s diſſatisfied with ber ay. 
_ fwer; and reſolves on the: immediate commence. 
ment of hoſtilities. Publiſhes, a. declaration. of 
his motives for oppoſing the court of Vientrg.— 

Demands a paſſage for bis troops through the 
eleftorate of Saxony.—Enters'the electorate with 

a laiꝑe army, and publiſbes a manifefto, =The 
king of Poland retires from. en * —_— 

©: t0 the camp at. Pirna. | 10 4 


Þ the laſt chapter, I have given: an il 
of the formidable confederacy that Was en- 
ered into againſt the king of Pruſſia, in caſe of 


0 his giving riſe to a new war; and it ſoon ap- 


peared, , that, the court of Vienna, having 
ſtrengthened itſelf by its alliances with Ruſſia 


and with France, and reckoning alſo upon the 


_ aſſiſtance of the elector of Saxony, was far from 


being unwilling that a new war ſhould com- 


mence. To this the empreſsequeen, and het 


miniſters, were the more inclined, from the hope 
of thereby regaining poſſeſſion of Sileſia, and 
even of making farther conqueſts upon the Pruſ- 
ſian monarch, if their arms, and thoſe of their 
allies, ſnould prove victorious. As to Frederick, 


EE -.; | he 
44H ; ; "od f? ' 
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he was always prepared for war, and was not 
eaſily to bei intimidated by the number or the 
power of his enemies. He was alſo well known 
to be eminently diſtinguiſned by the vigour of 


his reſolutions, the deciſion of his conduct; and 
„le rapidity; of his motions. 

J Grear military DoemaratioNs ; had now 8 
Anme both by the anpreſs- queen. and by the king 
od Pruſſia; and in the month of July, 1756, M. 
„ Ningraafe, the Pruſſian miniſter at Vienna, ac 
5 quainted count Kaunitz, that he had received an 
L expreſs from the king his maſter, which: brought 


him ſome diſpatches. The contents. of , theſe 


empreſs-queen in perſon ; and he was enjoined 
for that purpoſe to demand of her imperial ma- 
jeſty a private audience, which he deſired the 
count would be pleaſed to procure for him. To 
this the count aſſented; but at the ſame time 
informed the Pruſſian miniſter, that it was proper 
he ſhould be enabled, at leaſt in general terms, 
to give the empreſs previous notice of the nature 
of the communications, which he had orders to 
make to her majeſty. M. Klingraafe thereupon 


cably, and by way of eclairciſſement, in the name 
of the king his maſter, what was the intention of 
the armaments, and warlike preparations, making 
in the dominions of the empreſs- queen, and 
whether they might not, perhaps, concern him; 


diſpatches, he ſaid, he was to lay before the 


told him, that he was charged to demand ami- 


1 | which, 
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Cane. Which, however, he couldinot imagine, as he wiz 
2 conſcious that he had not given the leuſt occa- 
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1796. fon for them. Count Kaunitz rephied, that he 


could not then make an atiſwer to whit was faid 


bn the part of his Pruſſian majeſty ; but he would 


immediately make a report of it to the empreſs, 
and procure M. Klingraafe the audience he de- 
fired. In che mean time, he could not, how- 
ever, he ſaid, forbear telling him, that he was 
much furprized at the explanation which the 
king his maſter demanded, concerning the mea- 
Tures taken in the empreſs's dominions, when 


her imperial majeſty had expreffed no untaſinef, 


or umbrage, at the great motions and prepara- 
tions which had been previoufly mp in the 
Pruſſian army *. 

On the 26th of July, M. Küngraafe obtained 
an audience of the empreſs- queen, and commu- 
nicated to her majeſty the inſtructions he had 
received from his maſter. But the audience was 
extremely fhort, agtecably ro the advice which 
had been given to the emprefs by her miniſters. 


She only replied, * That in the violent and 


general criſis which Europe was then in, het 
duty, and the dignity of her crown required 


© Her, to take ſufficient meaſures for her on 


© ſecurity, and to make armaments, as well for 


1 Four Pieces, containing a full Vindieation of his Prof. 
ſan Majeſty's Conduct in the preſent Juncture, p. 82, 83. 


Lond, -4to. 1756. 


5 © her 
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ber own defence, as for the ſafety of her friends Cu. fel 
andi allies; but that theſe. armaments, did not _ 4 
e tend to the prejudice of any body. Maria 17356. 's 
1 Thereſa then, fuddenly. broke off the audience 2M 
with a nod, without entering into any. faxther. 77 
» WH &tail.'*. "og 
L this general and lagonic anfer of tha em- +. 
" WH orcs was not ſatisfactory to the king of Prufſiag TY 
' IN ©: ©0n after ſent freſh. orders to his miniſter, to by 
" WH cepreſent, by a memorial, that after the king a 
uad diſſembled, as long as he thought conſiſtent WH 
| with his ſafety and honour, the bad deſigns: 4 
which were imputed to the empreſs. would no 141 
bonger ſuffer him to diſguiſe: his ſentiments. if. 
ne now, therefore, thought it neceſſary to, in- N 
orm her, that he was acquainted with the offen- 7 7 
de projects which had been farmed between the if 
courts. of Vienna, and Peterſburgh, He knew, fl 
that they had engaged to attack him ſuddenly, 1 
with an army of two hundred thouſand. men: a | 0 
deſign which would have been executed in the i 
ſpring: of the year, had not the Ruſſian army 57 
wanted recruits, their fleet mariners, and Livonia of 
a ſufficient quantity of corn for their ſupport. "Al 
His Pruſſian majeſty conſtituted the empreſs, he wn 
ſaid, arbiter of peace or war. If ſhe defiredi the by 
former, he required a clear and formal declara- | 50 


pid. p. 83. Conduct of the Courts of Vienna and 


Saxony expoſed, publiſhed i in the Memoirs of F rederick. III. 
p. 160, 22}, 


Ff 3 tion, 
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Car. tion, or poſitive aſſurance, that ſhe had no inten- 
A.D.. tion to attack him, either this year or the next, 


But, it was added, he ſhould conſider an ambi- 
guous -anſwer as' a declaration of war; and he 


called heaven to witneſs, that the empreſs alone 
would be guilty of the innocent blood that ſhould 
be ſpilt, and of all the diſmal confequences that 
would attend the commiſſion of hoſtilities *. 
Ax anſwer was returned on the part of the 
empreſs-queen, in which it was ſtated, That his 
majeſty. the king of Pruſſia had already been 
employed, for ſome time, in all kinds of the moſt 
conſiderable preparations of war, and the moſt 


diſquieting with regard to the public tranquility, 


when he thought fit to demand explanations of 
her majeſty, concerning the military diſpoſitions 
that were making in her dominions ; diſpoſitions 


on which ſhe had not reſolved, till after the pre- 


parations of his Pruſſian majeſty had been made, 


Her majeſty, it was ſaid, might have declined 


explaining herſelf on thoſe ſubjects, as they re- 
quired no explanation ; but ſhe had been pleafed 
to declare, with her own mouth, to M. Kling- 


raafe, that the critical ſtate of public affairs ren- 


dered the meaſures ſhe was taking abſolutely 


neceſſary for her own ſafety, and that of her 


allies; but that, in other reſpects, they tended 


197 Smollett's Hiſt. of England from the Revolution, vol, 
IV. P · 8. 9. 


to 


F 
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to the prejudice of no perſon whatſoever. Her . 7 ar. 


imperial majeſty had undoubtedly a right | to form 


what judgment ſne pleaſed on the circumſtances 1756. 
of the times; and it belonged to none but her. 


ſelf to eſtimate her own danger. Her declara- 
tion, ſhe ſaid, was ſo clear, that ſhe never ima- 
gined it would be thought otherwiſe. Her im- 
perial majeſty complained of the offenſive lan- 


guage which was made uſe of in M. Klingraafe's 
memorial, and which ſhe conſidered as incon- 


ſiſtent with that decorum, which ſovereigns owe 
to each other. She afterwards declared, that the 
information communicated to his Pruſſian majeſty 
of an offenſive alliance againſt him, ſubſiſting 
between herſelf and the empreſs of Ruſſia, toge- 
ther with the circumſtances and pretended ſtipu- 
lations of that alliance, were abſolutely falſe and 
forged, for no ſuch treaty did exiſt, or ever had 
exiſted, After receiving this anſwer, the king 
of Pruſſia once more declared, by his miniſter at 
Vienna, that if the empreſs-queen would ſign a 
poſitive aſſurance, that ſhe would not attack him 
either that year, or the following, he would di- 
rectly withdraw his troops, and let things be 


reſtored to their former footing. But the em- 


preſs declined ſighing any ſuch declaration, al- 
leging, that ſuch an aſſurance could not be more 
binding, than the ſolemn treaty by which his 
Pruſſian majeſty was already ſecured ; a treaty, 
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Cray. Which, her imperial majeſty ſaid, ſhe had. no in- 
7 tention to violate”, 

1756: FREnERICK now formed the reſolution of im. 
> mediately commencing hoſtilities ; and, thereby. 
| involved himſelf in a long and moſt hazardous 
war, in the courſe, of which. he acquired a high 
degree of military fame, but which occaſioned a 
great effuſion of human blood. and was produc- 
tive of much calamity to the Pruſſian dominions, 
as well as to the neighbouring countries. Even 
count Hertzberg himſelf ſeems not quite ſatis- 
fied with the precipitation, with which the king 
engaged in this war. Speaking of the deſigns 
which were ſuppoſed to be formed againſt Fre. 
derick, in, conſequence of the eventual treaty of 
partition, he ſays, * It is manifeſt, that ſuch de- 
© ſigns exiſted, but as they were only conditional, 
© and depended on the event of the king of 
Pruſſia giving riſe to a war, it muſt always re- 
main problematical, whether theſs project, 
© would ever have been put in execution, and 
th | © whether it would have been moſt dangerous ta, 
4 © wait,the event, or to anticipate it. However 
1 that be, the, curioſity of the king, and the in- 
. | * conſiderable circumſtances of treachery in a 
* c Saxon. clerk, were the certain cauſe of that 
4 -M dreadful, war of ſeven years, which, immorta- 
| * lized Eredgrick and the Pruſſian. nation, but. 
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+ which-allo almoſt aver whelmed-it, and brought 
it to the brigk; of deſtruction . | 
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Wirn a view of, juſtifying his conduast, in 175 
uking up arms, to the other powers: of Eyrope, "Pn 


Frederick publiſhed, at Berlin, A Declarati 
« of the. motives which haue obliged his maijgęſt. 
© the king of Pruſſia, to prevent the deſigus oß 
the court of Vienna.” In this pigge, his Rruſ- 
ſian, majeſty endeavoured. to ſhew, that though 
he was the firſt Who took up arms, yet he; was: 
not the aggreſſor ; he ſtated the haughty beha- 
viour of the; empreſs-queen, and her refuſal, to 
give any ſatisfactory, anſwer to the, requiſitions 
which he had made to her. by his miniſter, M. 
Klingraafe; and. he reprefented, the court of 
Vienna, as having formed the moſt. pernigious, de- 
ſigns againſt the liberties of the Germanic body: 
in general, as well as againſt, himſelf, His de- 
claration concluded with the following paſſage: 
Singe the court of Vienna will break through 
' treaties guarantied by all the powers of Europe: 
ſince theix ambition wantonly overturns the 
moſt ſacred: bars to the avarice of mankind; 
* and, ſince, they- want to open to themſelves a; 
* nay.to.deſpotiſma. aver the German empire; and 
their vaſt deſigns aim at nothing leſs than, to 
* overthrow: that republie of princes, which is is: 
the duty of emperora to ſupport; the king has: 


2 Memgirg Hiftorique ſut la, dernire ann de la vie, &c. 
p. 18, 19. 
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on. © reſolved generouſly to oppoſe the enemies of 
2 © his country, and to prevent the fatal conſe. 


1756. © quences of this wicked project. His majeſty 


— cg cclares, that the liberties of the Germanic 


«bbdy ſhall not be buried but in the ſame grave 
«© with Pruſſia. He calls heaven to witneſs; that 
Go Having, to no purpoſe, employed the moſt 
« proper means to preſerve his own dominiom, 
and all Germany, from the calamities of war, 
* with which they were threatened, he is forced 
to take up arms, to diſſipate a conſpiracy 
* formed againſt his poſſeſſions and his crown, 
after having tried every method of reconcilia- 
* tion, even fo far as to leave the empreſs arbiter 
© of peace or war. If his majeſty departs from 
£ his uſual moderation, it is only becaufe it 
© ceaſes to be a virtue, when his honour, his 
independeney, his N e and rack crow are 
F at ſtake,” an HEM 
Bur before the oublitatii of this piece, the 
Prufſian miniſter at Dreſden had demanded a pri- 
vate audience of the king of Poland, elector of 
Saxony, and expreſſed himſelf to the following 
purpoſe: That his royal maſter, the king of 
Pruſſia, finding himſelf obliged by the empreſs- 
queen to attack her, and to march into Bohemia 
through the territories of Saxony, he accordingly, 


in the name of the king his maſter; demanded a 


paſſage for his troops through the electoral domi- 
nions of his Poliſh majeſty, promiſing that they 


ſhauld } 


THE THIRD KING or PRUSSIA. 


ſfould obſerve the ſtricteſt diſcipline, and take Cries, 
al the care of the country, that the circum< AB. 
ſtances would permit; and that his Poliſh' ma- 1756. 
jeſty, and his royal family, inight at the ame 


time depend upon being in perfect ſaſety, and 
of having the greateſt reſpect paid them on the 


part of his Pruſſian majeſty. But it was added 
by the Pruſſian miniſter, that there could be no 
oom for ſurprize, that the king of Pruſſia ſhould 
take ſuch meaſures, as might prevent a return of 
what happened in the year 1744; and that the 
neceſſity, which the king his maſter was under 
of acting in this manner, could only be imputed 
to the calamity of the times, and to the behaviour 
of the court of Vienna. His Poliſh majeſty re- 
N That as he was at peace with all the 
' world, and under no engagement, relative to 


the preſent object, with any of the powers 


actually at war, or with any of thoſe about to 
* enter into it, he did not expect ſuch a requiſi- 
tion, and efpecially in the form in which it had 
been made to him; but that he ſnhould give an 
anſwer upon this ſubject in writing, and hoped 
that his Pruſſian majeſty, contenting himſelf 
vith a quiet paſſage, would neither forget the 
reſpect due to a ſovereign, nor. that which all 
the members of Sey OP —_— 
cally owed to cach other . 1.1: 


41 aq 9d veil nev?n 


255 Entick's [Dana Hiſt, of = War, vol, we p- by, 68. 
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C Hrs Paliſh, majeſty, ſoon, afterandered)a written 
anſwer to be delivered: ta the Eruſſian miniſter, 
E in whigh it was obſerved,, © That his majeſty the 
ing. of Boland, deſiring nothing more ardentiy 
© than the peace off the Roman empire, was 
« extremelyconcerned. to hear of the: differences 
between the houſes, of Auſtria and Branden. 
Þ © burgh, ſo as to occaſion the march of: the Pruſ- 
| © 'ſjan, trgops; into Bohemia: but that he did not 
1 © refuſe; the requiſition of a paſſage for. theſe 
© troops: through, his dominions, provided they 
did na damage in their march; and that the 
Fruſſian troops ſnhould obſerve a ſtrict diſci- 
«- pline, according to the declaration of his Pruſ- 
* ary majeſty. It was farther added, © That 
* the king of Poland expected that his Pruſſian 
* majeſty ſhauld previouſly make known at what 
1 time; through what, place, and in what num- 
6 bem, his troops were tu paſs, in order that the 
13 king off Poland might appoint commiſſaries, 
andi give them inſtructions how: to direct the 
troops in their: march. He haped, that his 
6 Eruſſian mayeſty, as a friend and good: neigh- 
4 © bour, would pay a regard to the bad ſtate of the 
9 | *- country; andithe: ſtaroity, occaſioned hy the in- 
* different harveſt that year; that he would:cauſe 
ready money, ancha marltet- price, to be paid ſur 
every thing that his troops might want: and that 
© he would let their ſtay be as ſhort as poſſible*®.” 


n Entick's Genera Hit. of the War, p. 69, 70. 
Bur 
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THE THIRD KING or PRUSSIA. 


Bur the regulations and ſtipulations required CAA 
by the King of Poland, previouſty to the frarch- A. 


8 


ing of the Pruſſian troops through his domi- * 
nions, were not ſuitable to the views Aid deſtgns 
of the king of Pruſſia. Before any formulities 
of this kind could take place, the Pruſſtan troops 
had already entered the electorate of Saxony. 
The Pruſſian army confifted of near feverity bat- 
talions, and eighty ſquadrons, and being divided 
into three different corps, entered the electorate 
on the 29th of Auguſt. The right wing com- 
poſed one of theſe corps, and matched, under 
the command of prince Ferdinand of Brutiſwick, 
from the duchy of Magdebourgh, by Hall, 


Leipſic, Freyberg, and thence towards Dreſden, | 


the place intended for the rendezvous of the 
army. The center, comtanded by the king in 
perſon, compoſed the ſecond corps, and triarthied 
on the left of the Elbe, by Wittenberg, Torgau, 
Meiſſen, and thence by Kefſeldorff to Dreſden. 

The left wing formed the third corps, and was 
commanded by the duke of Bevern, who tarched 
from the neighbourhood of Franckfort on the 
Oder, and encamped on the right of the Elbe, 
oppoſite- to Pirna. The whole Pruſſian army 
aſſembled in the neighbourhood vf Drefden, un 
the ſixth of September . 


n Hiſtory of the late War in Germany, between the King 


of Pruſſia, and the empreſs of Germany, and her allies, &c. 
| written 
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MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, . 


1 the king of Pruſſia marched his army 
into Saxony, he publiſhed the following mani. 
feſto: © As the unjuſt conduct, which the court 


—. of Vienna has, hitherto obſerved towards his 


e majeſty the king of Pruſſia, and the dangerous 
* views of that court againſt his majeſty's domi- 
* nions, lay him under a neceſſity of taking pro- 

per meaſures for protecting his territories and 
* ſubjects againſt the ſtorm with which they are 
© threatened, by an enemy who has rejected 
* with contempt all propoſals of friendſhip ; his 
Pruſſian majeſty, from a juſt conſideration of 


the prejudice, which might reſult from the in- 


© tentions of the court of Vienna towards him, 
could not forbear taking the diſagreeable reſo- 
© lution, to march his troops into the hereditary 
* dominions of his majeſty the king of F 
elector of Saxony. 
His majeſty proteſts before God and man, 
© that on account of his perſonal eſteem and 
* friendſhip for the king of Poland, elector of 
Saxony, he would not have procceded to this 
© extremity, had he not been forced to it by the 
© laws of war, the fatality of the preſent con- 
« juncture, and the neceſſity of providing for the 
defence and ſecurity of his ſubjects. 


* 


written by major- general Lloyd, who ſerved ſeveral cam- 
paigns in the Auſtrian army, and afterwards in that of prince 
Ferdinand of Brunſwick, vol. I. p. 1, 2. edit. 4to. 1766. 


« Tis 


THE THIRD KING OF, PRUSSIA. 


Tus events of che year 1744, in which his Sete. 
© Pruſſian majeſty employed the power, which 8. 
the providence of God had put into his hands, 1756. 


to hinder the court of Vienna from ſubjecting IV 


the Germapic empire to her ohe, and op- 

preſſing its head, are ſtill freſh in memory. 
All the world knows the tenderneſs, which, his 
© majeſty, ſhewed towards the, court of Saxony, 


during the campaign of that. year; the bad 


c conſequences which that court, felt from, its 


' engagements with his majeſty” enemies; ; its 
8 furniſhing troops to aſſiſt 3 in inyaging his terri- 


« tories in Sileſia; and entering into the ſcheme d 


* for attacking him in the center, of his dami- 


© nions, and even in his capital. tt Hates 


* The apprehenſion of being again expoſed to 


0 ſuch enterprizes, has laid his: Pruſſian majeſty 
under a neceſſity of being upon his guard, and 
© of taking, in his preſent. ſituation, thoſe pre- 
+ cautions which. prudence dictates. 0 As to the 
reſt, as it is againſt his inclination, that he ſces 
© himſelf forced to march his troops into the 
* territories of Saxony, he hath thought proper 
© to declare, in the moſt ſolemn manner, as well 
to his majeſty the king of Poland, as to all 
Europe, that he was not induced to take this 
© ſtep by any hoſtile views againſt his Poliſh 
* majeſty, or againſt his dominions; aſſuring 
them, with great ſincerity, that his troops enter 
* not 
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* riajefty, the king of Poland, his hereditary do- 


| Uered all the troops of his electorate to leave their 


a tumterous train of artiftery. On the approach 


king of Pruffia took poſleffion on the eighth of 
| Septenther, when He was vifired 


rudi dr VE DExTex, 
„dt Saxony us enemies, that he marches then 
**jnitd it only for his own Tifety, und that of hi 


22. © Jothihions ; and that hie has given orders, 


© 'that they mall obferve, àgretably tb his royal 
intentions, the beſt order, ind the tneft exact 
* diſcipline. 

After che urgent midtives that have con- 

trained his Pruſſtan majeſty, againſt his will, 
to take chis ſtep, he deſires nothing more ar. 
* dently, thin the happy minute That hall pro- 
* cafe him che ſarisfaction of reſtoring to . 


„ 'wintions, Which the king las not ſeized, and 
des not occupy, but as a Dxvosrr, Which is, 
and always ſhall be, facred to him.” 
Were the king of Poland found that his do- 
wninions were likely to be invaded, he had or- 


quarters, and to aſſemble in a ſtrong camp, 
marked out for them between Pirna and Konig- 
Mein, which was entrenched, and provided with 


of thee Preffians, the king of Poland himſelf re- 
paired to this camp, with his two ſons, Xaverius 
and Charles; leaving the queen, and the reſt of 
the royal family, at Dreſden. Of this capital the 


by lord Stor- 
mont, the Englith ambaffador at Uttar coor, 


Accom- 
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1 by 0 th "4 
accompanied by count Salmour, a Saxon miniſter, Cu 12 
who made a declaration, on the part of his maſter, . W 
that it was his Poliſh majeſty's intention, not to 1756. 


take any part in the differences that had arifen 
between his Pruffian majeſty and the empreſs- 
queen. The Saxon miniſter aſſured his Pruſſian 
majeſty, in the ſtrongeſt terms, that this was the 
abſolute determination of his maſter, the king of 
Poland; and he hoped that ſuch ſtrong aſſurances 
as theſe would ſatisfy the king of Pruſſia, and 
prevent his requiring any thing of his Poliſh 
majeſty, or his ſubjects, which was contrary to 
the liberty of a prince of the empire, or that 


ſhould oblige him to have recourſe to the Ger- 


manic body, and the guaranties of the treaties of 
peace, for the due execution of thoſe treaties. 
Taz Britiſh and Saxon miniſters were received 
with great politeneſs by Frederick, who aſſured 
them, that he deſired nothing more than the 
neutrality propoſed by his Poliſh majeſty ; but 
that, in order to render that neutrality more 
ſecure and permanent, it would be proper for 
the king of Poland to ſeparate his army, and to 
{end the troops that he had aſſembled at Pirna 
back into their quarters; and that, after he had 
given this proof of his upright intentions, he 
himſelf would take a pleaſure, by an equal con- 
deſcenſion, to manifeſt a diſpoſition to give real 
marks of his friendſhip for his Poliſh majeſty, 
and to concert, with him, what meaſures might 
Vol. I. Gg be 
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MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


be proper to be taken, according to the Brunton 
of affairs“. 
To the propaſitian of the king of Pruſſia of 


"removing the Saxon troops from the camp at 


Pirna, the king of Poland would not conſent. 
He naturally thought, that another prince could 


have no right to dictate to him, where he ſhould 


ſtation his own troops in his own dominions. 
He, therefore, reſolved to continue in his camp, 
which was very ſtrong, and which he appeared 
io conſider as impregnable. 


205 Entick's Hiſt. of the War, vol. II. p. 70, 71. Smollett's 
Hiſt. of Lagland, from the Revolution, vol. IV. p. 12. 


THE THIRD KING or PRUSSIA, 451 


CH AF. Min 


The king of Pruſſia ſeizes the revenues of the elec- 
torate of Saxony.—Canſes the ſecret cabinet at 
Dreſden, containing the archives of the eleforate, 
10 be broken open, notwithflanding the perſonal 
oppoſition of the queen of Poland. Ile attends _ 
divine ſervice at a Lutheran church in Dreſden. 
—The king of Poland ſolicits the mediation and 
aſſiſtance of the neutral powers of Europe, on the 
king of Pruſſia's invaſion of his electorate, and 
taking poſſeſſion of its government and revenues. 
Memorial prefented by his Poliſh majeſty's re- 
ident at the Hague 1o the States general. — De- 
claration of the empreſs of Ruſſia againſt the con- 
duct of the king of Pruſſia.—Declaration of the 
king of France againſt bim. bree imperial de- 
crees iſſued againſt him. — He publiſhes an elabo- 
rate memorial, in vindication of himſelf. - 


HATEVER plauſible declarations might Cu ap. 


be made by Frederick, on his entrance * 
into Saxony, it was ſoon manifeſt to the king of 1756. 
Poland, and to the inhabitants of his electorate, 
that they had little to expect either from the 
moderation, the equity, or the humanity of the 
Pruſſian monarch. When the Pruſſians arrived 

at Leipſic, an order was immediately iſſued to 

the inhabitants of that city, by the Pruſſian gene- 


"gs ral, 


452 MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


Cray. ral, to provide the troops with proviſions at a 

_—_ loſing price, on pain of military execution. This 

1756. was immediately followed, in the evening of the 

— ſame day, by an order for the payment of all 
taxes and cuſtoms to the king of Pruſſia [1], 

whoſe officers had taken poſſeſſion of the cuſtom- 

houſe and exciſe-oftce. The merchants of 

Leipſic were alſo obliged to apen their maga- 

zines * corn and meal for the uſe of the Pruſſian 

army 

Ox his arrival at Dreſden, the king of Pruſſia 

was lodged at the houſe of the counteſs Moc- 

| zinſka ; and he ſent one of his officers to wait 

upon the queen of Poland, with the ſtrongeſt 

aiſurances, that ſhe and her family ſhould be 

treated with the utmoſt reſpect and regard. 

Sentinels, however, were poſted within the palace 

in which the queen and royal family reſided; as 

alſo at the door of the ſecret cabinet, where the 

papers relating to foreign tranſactions were de- 
poſited. The queen entreated the Pruſſian mo- 
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[1] Voltaire, ſpeaking of the riſe of the war of 17 56, ſays, 
© that the king of Pruſſia united himſelf with the houſe of 
Hanover, imagining he could keep the Ruſſians out of Pruſſia 
with one hand, and the French out of Germany with the 
other. He was miſtaken in both theſe 1 imaginings; ; but there 
was a third in which he was not miſtaken. This was, to 
invade Saxony under the pretence of friendſhip, and to make 
* war upon the empreſs- queen of Hungary, with the money of 
which he ſhould rob the Saxons.” Memoires, p. 148, 

26. Entick's Hitt. of the War, vol. II. p. 75, 76. 
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narch to remove the ſentinels which he had poſted C. 


within the palace, and contiguous paſſages, agree- 
ably to the aſſurances that he had given, that all 
due reſpect ſhould be obſerved towards the royal 
family. But Frederick was ſo far from comply- 
ing with her requeſt, that he ordered the guards 
to be doubled, and ſent an officer to demand of 
her majeſty the keys of the ſecret cabinet. The 
queen obtained this officer's conſent, that the 
doors ſhould be ſcaled up; but he afterwards re- 
turned with orders to break them open. Her 
majeſty then placed herſelf before the door, and 
ſaid, that ſhe truſted ſo much to the promiſe of 
the king of Pruſſia, that ſhe could not believe 
he had given ſuch orders. The officer affirmed, 
that his orders were poſitive, and that he durſt 
not diſobey them; but ſhe continued in the ſame 
place, declaring, that if violence was to be uſed, 
he muſt begin with her. The officer returning 
to acquaint the king with what had paſſed, her 


XVIII. 
A. D. 
1756. 


majeſty conjured the miniſters of Pruſſia and 


England to remind the Pruſſian monarch of his 
promiſe. But her repreſentations had no effect. 
The officer returned with freſh: orders to uſe 
force, whatever oppoſition her Poliſh majeſty 
might make againſt it in perſon [x]. The queen 

| | was 


[x] The king of Pruſſia has been applauded for his polite- 
neſs to the queen of Poland; and it has been mentioned as an 
inſlance of it, that when he was maſter of the palace and capital 
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MEMOTRS OF FREDERICK, 


83 was at length compelled to withdraw: the doors 
A. D. were forced, the cheſts broken open, and the 


papers 


of the elector of Saxony, he was fo far from exerciſing the 
rights of a conqueror there,' that he modeſtly befought per- 
miſſion of her Poliſh majeſty to place his chair oppoſite to a 
painting of Corregio, in order to admire its beauties. Bur 
whatever politeneſs Frederick might manifeſt towards the 
queen of Poland, in matters of little importance; his condu& 
in other reſpects towards this princeſs, her huſband, and the 
electorate of Saxony, is ſuppoſed to have ſhortened her days. 
Voltaire ſays, Frederick entered Dreſden as maſter, under 
the name of protector- He demanded the keys of the ar- 
© chives from the queen of Poland, daughter of the emperor 
« Joſeph, who had been unwilling to quit the place; and on 
© her refuſing to give them up, took proper meaſures to force 
© open the doors. The queen placed herſelf between them, 
© flattering herſelf, that they would. reſpe& her perſon and 
6 reſolution ; but they ſhewed no reſpe& to either, and that 
« depoſitary of the ſtate. was opened before her eyes, It was 
© of great conſequence. to the king of Pruſſia, to find the 
* proofs of the deſigns of Saxony againſt him. In fact, he 
found TESTIMONLES OF THE DREAD WHICH HE HAD 
© 0ccas10NnED.* Speaking afterwards of his Poliſh majeſty 
quitting his electoral dominions, and retiring into Poland, 
Voltaire ſays, The queen of Poland, who did not follow her 
* huſband, but remained in Dreſden, died ſoon after of grief. t 
All Europe pitied that unfortunate family ; but, in the courſe 
©. of thoſe public calamities, millions of families experienced 
* hardſhips not leſs great, though more obſcure. Upon the 
© magiſtrates of Leipſic remonſtrating againſt the contributions 
© impoſed on them by the conqueror, which they ſaid they 
could not pay, they were ſent to priſon, and then paid them. 
4e of Leit XV. ch. 32. | 
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papers ſeized .. The papers of which the king Char. 
of Pruſſia thus obtained poſſeſſion, were the ori- N 
ginals of thoſe negociations between the courts —— 
of Dreſden, Vienna, and Peterſburgh, of which 
he had before procured copies, in conſequence of 
the treachery of a Saxon ſecretary, as I have 
already mentioned in a preceding chapter. 

Sour time after Frederick's arrival at Dreſden, 
though he was not very fond of attending ſer- 
mons, he yet felt a cutioſity to hear the ſuperin- 
tendant of the Lutherans in that city, whoſe 
eloquence as a preacher he had' heard highly 
extolled. Accordingly he went to the church, 
where the ſuperintendant was expected to preach, 
accompanied by the prince of Pruſſia, the princes 
Henry and Ferdinand, marechal Keith, and 
ſeveral other general officers. The ſuperinten- 
dant, though he knew nothing of the king's 
coming, adapted his diſcourſe to the occaſion ; 


Dr. Smollett ſays, © The invaſion of Saxony had well nigh 
« produced tragedies in the royal family of France. The 
« dauphineſs, who was far advanced in her pregnancy, no 
* ſooner learned the diſtreſsful circumſtances of her parents, 
the king and queen of Poland, than ſhe was ſeized with 
violent fits, which occaſioned a miſcarriage, and brought het 
life into the moſt imminent danger. The Pruſſian miniſter 
vas immediately ordered to quit Verſailles; and directions 
© were diſpatched to the French miniſter at Berlin, to retire 
from that court without taking leave.“ Hiſt, of England, 
ut ſupra, p. 21. | 

97 Smollett, ut ſupra, p- 13, 14. 
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MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


Czar. but, without entering into any ſuch political 


XVIII. 
A. D. 


ſtatements as might give offence to the Pruſſian 


1756. monarch, he conſidered the invaſion of Saxony, 


and its preſent ſituation, as the conſequence of 
the decrees of the Almighty, who; when he 


ſtretches out. his hand over the nations, brings 
about the moſt unforeſeen events. But he ſlightly 
touched upon the ſingular circumſtance of two 
monaxchs, at peace with each other, one of whom 


entered the territories of the other, who was 


thereby compelled to leave the capital of his 
dominions. He beſought the Almighty, with 
the utmoſt fervour, to put an end to the misfor. 
tunes of Saxony, by inclining the hearts of the 
two princes to a perfect re-union, that mutual 
peace and confidence might reign between their 
reſpective ſubjects. Then addreſſing himſelf to 
the king of Pruſſia, he recommended Saxony to 
his royal clemency and goodneſs. He conjured 
him to take compaſſion upon its deplorable ſtate, 
by all thoſe extraordinary talents, with which 
heaven had fo liberally endowed him; and which 
were given, he ſaid, to the few who poſſeſſed 
them, with no other intent, than to be employed 
in the promotion of the happineſs of their fellow 


creatures. The ſuperintendant's ſermon is ſaid 


to have been ſo pathetic, as to draw tears from a 


great part of the audience. Frederick himſelf, 
if he was not affected, was at leaſt willing to put 


a good face upon the matter: for, when the 
| ſervice 
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ſervice was over, he fent for the preacher; and Cnar. 
ſaid to him, Sir, your diſcourſe equally pleaſed *\ Sr 
and cdified me; and I wiſh that your prayers IF 


may be heard.” 

IT ſoon appeared, that his Pruſſian majeſty 
was determined to eaſe the king of Poland of all 
trouble, in the government of his electoral do- 
minions. For he ſent an officer to acquaint the 
Saxon miniſters of ſtate, and the members of 
their council, that the king of Pruſſia would 
have no occaſion for their ſervices, but would 
appoint proper perſons to fill their places, and 


to diſcharge the duties of their offices. Baron 


Wyllech was appointed the Pruſſian governor of 
Dreſden ; and he made priſoners of all the Saxon 
officers found in that city, and obliged them to 
ſwear not to ſerve againſt the king his maſter, 
before they could be releaſed. He alſo tran- 
ſported down the Elbe, to Magdebourg, all the 
artillery, arms, and other military ſtores, which 
had been laid up in the arſenals and magazines 
of Dreſden. Frederick likewiſe ordered the 
fortifications of Wirtemberg to be blown up, 
and Torgau to be fortified, at which place he 
eſtabliſhed the ſeat of the Saxon government, 
under a Pruſſian adminiſtration ***. The maga- 
zines at Dreſden were now filled with an im- 
menſe quantity of proviſion and forage for the 


2% Entick's Hiſt. of the War, vol. II. p. 76, 77. 
Pruſſian 
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Cray, Pruffian army; and the bakers were ordered to 
1 prepare a vaſt quantity of bread, for which pur- 
1756. poſe thirty new ovens were erected *. 

—— Tus king of Poland, on being thus deprived 
| of all authority in his electoral dominions, im- 


plored, by his miniſters, the aſſiſtance and me- 
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1 diation of the different neutral powers of Europe. | 
. In particular, his reſident at the Hague, M. 
28 Kauderbach, preſented a memorial to the States. WM. 
„ general, dated Sept. 29, 1756, in which are the 


following paſſages: The invaſion of the elec- 
© torate of Saxony, by the Pruſſian troops, is one 
© of thoſe attacks againſt the law of nations, 
© which, from the great reſpect due to it, de- 
© mands the aſſiſtance of every power intereſted 
in its own liberty and independency. The 
king, my auguſt maſter, has ſeen his hereditary 
* dominions invaded in a time of the profoundeſt 
© peace; although his majeſty avoided, with the 
* orcateſt care, every meaſure that could poſſibly 
give the leaſt umbrage to his neighbours.'— 
A ſtate free, tranquil, and neuter, has been 
* invaded by an enemy who diſguiſes himſelf 
* undet the maſk of ſriendſhip, who, without 
alleging the leaſt complaint, or any pretenſion 
whatſoever, but founding himſelf ſolely upon 
© his conveniency, makes himſelf maſter, by 
armed force, of all the towns, and even of the 
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capital; diſmantles places, ſuch as Wirtem- Car. 


berg, and ſorti fies others, ſuch as Torgau. 1 2 5 


The burghers are diſarmed, and the magiſ— 1756. 


trates carried off, to ſerve as hoſtages for the 


© unjuſt and enormous contributions of provi- 
fſions and forage. The public coffers are 
« ſeized, the revenues of the electorate confiſ- 
* cated, the arſenals of Dreſden, of Leipfic, 
of Weiſſenfels, and of Zeitz, have been broken 


open, and the artillery and the arms plundered, 


© and tranſported to Magdeburgh *. 

Tris memorial alſo ftated, in very ſtrong terms 
the perſonal indignity with which the queen of 
Poland had been treated. * It was from the 
* ſacred hands of that auguſt princeſs,” it was 
ſaid, © that the archives of the ftate were forced 
© away, by menaces and violence, notwithſtand- 
ing the ſecurity which her majeſty might pro- 
* miſe herſelf under the protection of all laws, 
human and divine, and notwithſtanding the 
© reiterated aſſurances given to her, in the name 
© of the king of Pruſſia, that not only her perſon 
and refidence ſhould be abſolutely ſafe, but 
that even the Pruſſian garriſon ſhould be under 
her orders. This princeſs has ſeen the acti- 
* vity of the privy-council aboliſhed, and inſtead 
of the lawful government, an arbitrary directory 


219 Saxon Memorial preſented at the Hague, printed in tie 
Memoirs of Frederick III. p. 167, 168. 
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MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK; 


ſubſtituted, which acknowledges no other lay 
but its own will.! Such have been the firſt 
exploits of a prince, who declares that he un- 
dertakes the war ſolely to defend the liberty. 
of the Getmanic body, and to protect the Pro. 
teſtant religion, to which he gives a ſtroke the 
more dreadful; as he begins with cruſhing that 


very ſtate to which that religion owes its eſta. 


bliſhment, and the preſervation of its moſt 
valuable rights; when, at the ſame time, he 
breaks through the moſt reſpectable laws, which 
conſtitute the union of the Germanic body, 
under the pretext of a defence, of which the 
empire at preſent ſtands in no need, except 
againſt himſelf. A ſolemn treaty of neutrality, 
which his majeſty offered, nay, every ſecurity, 
that was compatible with his ſovereignty, were 
not ſuſhctent to ſtop the projects formed to 
invade and cruſh Saxony. The king, retired 
within his camp, could have no occaſion for 
any other argument but his own honour, and 
the affection of his people, for inducing him to 
reject the unprecedented propoſals which had 
been made to him, To yield up the command of 
his army, and the government of his dominions, 
to the king of Pruſſia, during the preſent war, 


The cauſe of Saxony is a common cauſe to all 


the powers of Europe, as her fate foretels them 
what they muſt expect to undergo, when the 
* law 
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law of nations, and the faith of treaties, are no Car. 


x © more to be reſpected *'*,” Salk: 
4 Ax anſwer to this memorial was afterwards 1756. 
T preſented to the States-general, by M. de Hellen, 
une Pruſſian miniſter at the Hague, in which the 

TL eventual treaty of partition was urged, in vindi- 
ation of the conduct of his Pruſſian majeſty [L]. 
rue court of Saxony, it was ſaid, had joined in 

4 the deſigns of the court of Vienna againſt the 


he king of Pruſſia; * but, by conſent of the prin- 
Aj cipal parties, they had been allowed this reſer- 
| vation, that Saxony ſhould not appear in it, 
* * till the king's forces ſhould be ſo weakened, 
$1 * or divided, that they might then pull off the 
E * maſk with impunity ***,* It was added, that 
„the great preparations of the court of Vienna, 
95 joined to other appearances, which betrayed 
the approaching execution of that court's vaſt 


i © deſigns, having obliged his Pruſſian majeſty to 
C prevent them; he was well informed, that the 
50 court of Saxony intended to let his troops 
n 


© freely paſs, and afterwards to wait events, in 
4 © order to avail themſelves of them, either by 
| * joining his enemies, or by making a diverſion 
8 in his dominions *'?.” 


211 Saxon Memorial, ut ſupra, p. 169. | , 

[] The king of Pruſſia had himſelf entered into a treaty ' 
of partition reſpecting the Auſtrian dominions in . Hiſt. 
of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 72. 

* Memoirs of Frederick III, ut ſupra, p. 170. 

313 Ibid. p. 171. | 
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Is another memorial publiſhed by the king of 


Pruſſia, in vindication of his conduct reſpecting 
1756. Saxony, is the following paſſage : © The king of 


c 
c 
c 
c 
« 
c 


c 


Pruſſia is ſenfibly touched with the ſituation of 
the king of Poland; but that prince can blame 


for it only that miniſter, whoſe counſels he 
follows | M |, and who is not leſs an enemy to 
Saxony than to the king. It depended ſolely 
upon his Poliſh majeſty to have retired, at the 
beginning of theſe troubles, into his kingdom, 
and to have aſſiſted at the diet that was to have 
aſſembled at Warſaw. The king of Pruflia 
was defirous of. it, and had furniſhed all the 
neceflary conveniences for that purpoſe [x]; 


and it is not his fault, if that prince, till fol- 


lowing thoſe counſels he ought long ago to 
have ſuſpected; reſolved to remain in Saxony, 
to put himſelf at the head of his troops, and 
ſuffer himſelf to be ſhut up in his camp. All 
that the king could do, in theſe circumſtances, 
was to treat the king of Poland with that regard 
which is due to ſovereigns. This has been 
done, and ſhall be invariably continued for the 


[u] The miniſter here meant was count Brun. 
[v] All that the king of Pruſſia required of his Poliſh 


majeſty was, that he ſhould leave his electoral dominions, and 
his army, to the care and management of his Pruſſian majeſty, 
till he ſhould think proper to relinquiſh them, and retire him- 
ſelf into Poland ; but this modeſt requiſition the king of Poland 
was not ſufficiently reaſonable readily to comply with. 


future.“ 
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expect from the king all the attention and re- 
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future. The king of Poland may conſtantly Caar. 
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ſpect compatible with the circumſtances. The 1756. 
neceſſary proviſions and refreſhments for his 


table are daily ſent to him. Nor have any dif- 
ficulties ever been made to remit as much 
money to the queen, as ſhe deſired. Public 
ſecurity reigns throughout the country. The 
Pruſſian troops in it obſerve the moſt exact diſ- 
cipline; no complaint is made of plunder or 
© of violence; and trade is carried on with as 
much ſecurity as in the very midſt of peace. 
© If they are obliged to furniſh proviſions and 
« forage to the king's army, it is a neceſſary con- 


* ſequence of his majeſty's preſent circumſtances ; | 


« yet nothing has been done, even in this reſpec, 
but what is practiſed among the beſt regulated 
nations, in ſimilar caſes. If the archives have 
© been opened, it was with no other intent than 
to procure the originals of ſeveral pieces, of 
which the king had copies before in his hands; 
but, with regard to the reſt, nothing has been 
touched“. 

Bur before news could have been received at 
Pererſhurgh of the king of Pruſſia's invaſion of 
daxony, the Ruſſian miniſters were directed to 
preſent a memorial at different foreign courts, in 
#hich it was ſtated, © That as the ſole intent of 


e Memoirs of Frederick III. p. 185, 186. 
© the 
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' Cnay. © the preparations, which the empreſs had or. 
a B. dered to be made the preceding ſpring, was to 
1956. enable her to fulfil her engagements with her 

LY c allies, in caſe any of them ſhould be attacked, 

© the preparations were ſuſpended both by ſea 
and land, as ſoon as there was ground to hope 
that this caſe would not ſoon happen; in order 
that the whole world might be convinced, that 
her imperial Czariſh majeſty was no leſs for- 
* ward to defend her allies, when threatened 

* with an attack, than backward to throw Europe 

into an alarm without an extreme neceſſity. 

But that the king of Pruſſia, far from doing 

Juſtice to the empreſs's ſentiments on this 

head, (though he remained quiet, whilſt pre- 

parations were making by Ruſſia, and even 

« ſome time after they had ceaſed) had all on a 
ſudden begun to make ſuch powerful arma- 
ments, as gave room to apprehend, that the 

flames of war. would immediately burſt out. 

wt. Nevertheleſs Ruſſia, in order to avoid the mul- 
2 | tiplying of fears, and furniſhing the king of 

Pruſſia with a ſpecious pretext for diſturbing 

the public tranquility, had made no motions; 

in hopes that the king of Pruſſia, in imitation 
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15 of this example, would not flir up ſuch trou- 
bles. But that this prince, having continued 
to arm with all his might, and without any in- 
terruption, and without alleging any other rea- 
ſon, than the idea he had formed to himſelf of 
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* an apprehended attack, had thereby ſufficiently Car. 


o © intimated, that he ſought only a pretext to XVI. 
er diſturb the peace of Europe. It was, in fact, 1756. 


g. © inconteſtible, that when the king of Pruſſia was "YR | 
1 preſſing his armaments with the greateſt vigour, 


de thoſe of Ruſſia had long ceaſcd ; and that thoſe 13 
4 of the empreſs-queen did not begin till the 55 
1 ſucceſſive motions of the Pruſſians, and the ol 
41 SH augmentations of their forces, gave room to | 4 
0 think Bohemia and Moravia were in danger; bf 
#3 inaſmuch as it was no ſecret, that the king af 4 
„ Pruſſia was diſguſted at the treaty of Verſailles; | | 


Sd 


though this prince, when he ſigned his treaty 
© with England, gave himſelf no concern about 
© what the court of Vienna might think of it. 
© It was, therefore, clear to her imperial Czariſh 
* majeſty, that the king of Pruſſia ought to be 
* conſidered as the firſt author of the troubles, 
© which were going to break out, though he had 
© affected to publiſh, that he took all thoſe mea- 
* ſures only to defend himſelf againſt thoſe de- 
* ſigns of his enemies, which had no exiſtence 
but in his own imagination. In conſidera- 
tion of all theſe circumſtances, the empreſs of 
© Ruſſia could no longer conceal her real ſenti- 
* ments, nor forbear declaring, that as ſhe could 
not behold with indifference any attack made 
© upon the dominions of her allies, particularly 
* thoſe of the empreſs-queen of Hungary, and 
the electorate of Saxony, ſhe would furniſh 

Vox. I. H h © ſpeedy 
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a ſpeedy and powerful ſuccours to the party un- , 
XVI: « juſtly attacked, and would not think herſelf in WW li 
© any wiſe reſponſible for the conſequences, ¶ the 
— which the preſent menacing conduct of his WW ni! 
* Pruſſian majeſty might draw after it“ s. ſpe 
Beæronxx the king of Pruſſia's invaſion of Saxony, I ira 
the king of France had alſo publiſhed a declara- ¶ bei. 
tion, relative to the demand of the former for a MW bc 
paſſage for his troops through the electorate, in ¶ val 
which is the following paſſage: * His moſt WW the 
© Chriſtian majeſty cannot but conſider the re. W lea 
© quifition, made by the king of Pruſſia to the ¶ pro 
© king of Poland, elector of Saxony, for the ber 
< paſſage of his troops through that electorate, ¶ to 
© as nothing leſs than a declaration, that he is IW «th 
© determined to uſurp that to which he has W Pri 
© neither abſolute right, - nor equitable claim. 
That by this uſurpation, committed in a time ¶ pre 
of profound peace, againſt the elector of Saxony, ¶ an 
tat the time when that prince relied, with un- len 
ſuſpecting ſecurity, upon the faith of the treaty W * | 
of Dreſden, and the aſſurances of friendſhip I 
© which the king of Pruſſia had given him, the e 
king of Pruſſia had violated the public peace, W*t 
© the. treaty of Weſtphalia, all the laws and con- ¶ co 
© ſtitutions of the empire, and every tie by N cei 
* which the members of the Germanic body 3 arc ¶ Pe 
* - Unites. n 
Hit 


n Entick's Hit. of the War, vol. H. p. 84, 85, 86. 
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TuREz imperial decrees were likewiſe pub- Cxar. 
liſhed againſt the king of Pruſſia, In one of A 5 N 
theſe, as head of the empire, the emperor admo- — 
mſhed the Pruſſian monarch on his conduct re 
ſpecting Saxony, and commanded him to with- 
draw his troops from that electorate, on pain of iy 
being proceeded againſt according to the laws of 


2b - 


216 


the empire. By the ſecond, he abſolved all the t 
ſaſſals of the empire, found in his ſervice, from 15 
their oaths of fidelity, and commanded them to Fe, 
leave the Pruſſian ſtandard. By the third, he : 
prohibited all the princes, ſtates, and other mem- | 
bers of the empire, from ſuffering their ſubjects ns 
to enliſt themſelves in the Pruſhan ſervice, or 3 
otherwiſe to afford any kind of aſſiſtance to his * 


Pruſſian majeſty 
VinpicaTIONS of Frederick's conduct were 
preſented by his miniſters at the diet of Ratiſbon; 
and he alſo publiſhed a piece, of conſiderable | 
length, under the title of © A Memorial, exhi- is 
' biting the conduct of the courts of Vienna and 
' Dreſden towards the king of Pruſſia, and their 
dangerous defigns againſt him: together with 
the original documents in proof of them.“ It 2 
contained an account of the negociations con- 15 
cerning him between the courts of Vienna, 
Peterſburgh, and Saxony, together with the ſecret 
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216 Entick's Hiſt. of the War, vol. II. p. 81. Smollett's > fl 
Hiſt. ut ſupra, vol. IV. p. 19, 20. Ly a 4 
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Car. articles of the treaty concluded at Peterſburgh, in 


1746, from which I have already given ſome 


1756. extracts. This publication, which was drawn 
—— with much art and addreſs, made a great 


impreſſion in Frederick's favour in ſome parts 
of Europe, and eſpecially in England. Ir was 
not ſufficiently conſidered, that the formidable 
confederacy againſt him had been occaſioned by 
his own conduct; by the manner in which he 
had wreſted Silefia from the houſe of Auſtria, 
by his invaſion of Bohemia after the treaty of 
Breſlaw, by his behaviour reſpecting the electo. 
rate of Saxony, and the conſtant alarm in which 
he kept his neighbours; and that the treaty of 
partition was eventual and conditional, the Caſus 
Federis being an attack of either of the con- 
tracting parties by the king of Pruſſia. 


CHAP, 


a © 
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. 1 
ne 5 
_ CHAT. . k 
on Auſtria, Ruſſia, France, and a great part of the 4 
1 empire, united againſt Frederick. — He endeavours ' 
0 to force the Saxon troops, encamped at Pirna, to 3 
ie a ſurrender, — Marches into Bobemia, and engages 3 
Dy the Auſtrian army, under the command of mare- b 
* chal Brown, at Lowoſitz,-He prevents the k 
* Auſtrians from affording any relief to the Saxons. 
—The Saxon troops at Pirna endeavonr to effec- x 

7 tuate an eſcape, but without ſucceſs. Letter of q 
7 the king of Poland to count Rutoꝛoſti.— The 4 


Saxon army ſurrenders to the king of Pruſſia, by 1 
capitulation.— His Poliſh majeſty quits his elec- 1 
toral dominions, and retires into Poland. he ; RF: | 
Pruſſian troops go into winter-quarters.— Appli- * 
cation made, on behalf of his Poliſh majeſty, to the 8 | 
primate and ſenators of the republic of Poland, by A | 


count Beflucheff, high chancellor of Ruſſia. Ihe . 
king of Pruſſia is put under the ban of the empire, _ -t 


HE king of Pruffia had now united againſt C _ 1 
him Auſtria, a conſiderable part of the em- 4, P. | q 
pire, France, and Ruſſia ; and Sweden ſoon after 1756. , 
alſo declared againſt him. But notwithſtanding Pee 4 


the number and the power of his enemies, Fre- 
derick appeared in no reſpect diſpirited, but 
exhibited, when at the head of his army, the ut- 
moſt chearfulneſs and vivacity, He had an ar- | , 
„ W129 dent | 
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2 3 dent pation for military fame, and much confi. 


dence in his own abilities, and in the diſcipline 


1756. and valour of his troops. Voltaire, ſpeaking of 
tw the war which the king of Pruſſia had now com. 


menced, ſays, © It was worthy of admiration 


© that Lewis XIV. alone ſhould be able to reſiſt 
Germany, England, Italy, and Holland, united 
« againſt him; but we have ſeen a more extra- 
ordinary event, an elector of Brandenburgh, by 
* himſelf, withſtand the forces of the houſe of 
© Auſtria, of France, of Ruſſia, of Sweden, and 
* one half the empire. This is a prodigy which 
© we can only attribute to the diſcipline of his 
troops, and to the ſuperior talents of the gene- 
ral. It is true, that chance may gain a battle; 
but when the weak reſiſt the ſtrong, for ſeven 
years, in a country entirely open, and repair 
© the greateſt loſſes, this cannot be the work of 
fortune. It is in this reſpect that this war 
differs from all others, which have deſolated 
© the world“. | > 

Wen the king of Pruſſia entered Saxony, as 
he intended alſo to invade Bohemia, he had or- 
dered marechal Schwerin, at the head of an 
army, conſiſting. of thirty-three battalions and 
fifty-five ſquadrons, to enter that province by the 
way of Nachod and Neuſtadt ***. In the mean 


n Ape of Lewis XV. ch. 32. 


215 Major-general Lloyd's Hiſt. of the late War i in Germany, 
vol. I. p. 3. 


time, 


tin 
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time, the king of Poland continued encamped Car. 
at Pirna; and Frederick, therefore, did not think A P. 
it prudent to march himſelf into Bohemia, till 1756: 
he had reduced the Saxon army. The poſt of 
Pirna was joined on the right to the fortreſs of + 
Sonnenſtein, and on the left to that of Konig- 


ſtein. The front was inacceſſible, being a craggy 
rock, in ſome parts covered with vaſt pine-trees, 
of which the Saxons, for their better ſecurity, 
had felled great numbers. Behind Sonnenſtein 
and Pirna flowed the Elbe, among rough and in- 
acceſſible rocks. The ſtrength of this ſituation 
of the Saxon camp, determined the king of Pruſſia 
to turn the attack into a blockade. He had 
fixed his own head-quarters at Sedlitz, about 
half a German league diſtant from Pirna, and 
poſted his army in ſuch a manner, as to be able 
to intercept all convoys of proviſion intended for 
the Saxon camp ; though he ſometimes permitted 
a waggon, loaded with freſh proviſions and game, 
to paſs unmoleſted for the uſe of his Poliſh ma- 
jeſty *'9. The Pruſſian forces extended on the 
right towards the frontiers of Bohemia, and the 
van-guard ſeized the paſſes that lead to the circles 
of Satzer and Leitmeritz in that kingdom ; whilſt 
prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick marched with 
a body of troops along the Elbe, and took poſt at 
Lenmorits without oppoſition. At the ſame 


219 Smollett's Hiſt. of England, ut ſapra, p. 13, 14. 
„„ time 
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cnar. time the king covered his own dominions, by 
2 aſſembling two conſiderable bodies of troops in 
1756. Upper and Lower Sileſia, which occupied the 
paſſes that communicated with the circles of 
Buntſlau and Koningſgratz. 5 

The empreſs- queen had not yet aſſembled any 
conſiderable forces in Bohemia; but on the mo- 
tions of the Pruſſians, ſne ordered all her troops 
that were then in the country to form two camps; 
the ſmalleſt, commanded by prince Piccolomini, 
at Koningſgratz, to oppoſe marechal Schwerin; 
and the largeſt, commanded by marechal Brown, 
at Kolin. But before the end of September, the 
Saxons at Pirna were reduced to a deplorable 
condition, and in want of almoſt every thing. 
The empreſs-queen, being informed of their 
ſituation, ordered marechal Brown to march, and 
to attempt at all events to relieve them. The 
marechal then quitted his camp at Kolin, and 
arrived, on the 23d of September, at Budin on 
the Egra. But here he was forced to remain till 
the 28th, in order to wait for the artillery and 
pontoons, which were then preparing at Vienna. 
In the mean time marechal Keith, who had ac- 
quired great reputation in the Ruffian fervice, 
and who was now entered into that of Pruſſia, 
had advanced with a large part of the Pruſſian 
army into Bohemia. He reduced the town of 
Tetchen, took poſſeſſion of all the paſſes, and 
encamped near Auſſig, a ſmall town in Bohemia, 


4 } 
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at no great diſtance from the Auſtrian army un- Caae, 


der count Brown. But the king of Pruſſia hav- Alg. 


X. 


ing received information, that the ' Auſtrian 1756. 


general was preparing to paſs the Egra, with an 
intention of relieving the Saxons, he left a con- 
ſiderable body of troops for the blockade of 
Pirna, and proceeded from the camp. at Sedlitz 
to that near Auſſig, where he took upon himſel? 
the command of marechal Keith's corps, and 
advanced to give battle to marechal Brown. 


Count Algarotti, ſpeaking of this Auſtrian gene- 


ral, who was of Iriſh extraction, gives him the 


following character: He is an officer,” ſays he, 
* of great activity, fertile in expedients, wiſe in 


© the planning of any enterprize, and prompt 
in the execution of it. If 1 were to compare 
* him with any of the antients, I ſhould place 
© him by the fide of Veſpaſian or Marcellus. 
He deſerves the favour he enjoys at the court 


of Vienna, and is worthy the honour of being 


the opponent of the king of Pruſſia: “.“ 
On the thirtieth of September, Frederick 
formed his troops into two columns, and about 


an hour before ſun-ſet arrived with his van at 


Welmina, a village fituated in a bottom, ſur- 
rounded by mountains, moſt of which reſemble 
the form of a ſugar-loaf. From thence he ſaw 
tha\uſtrian army, with its right wing at Lowo- 


1 Letters military and political, 11 
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— srrz, and its left towards the Egra. The ſame 


c 

FX evening the king himſelf occupied, with fix I \ 
1756. battalions, a hollow, and ſome riſing grounds, { 
which commanded Lowoſitz, and which he re- 
ſolved to make uſe of the following day, in 
order to march out againſt the Auſtrians. It 


was late in the evening before all the Pruſſian 
| troops arrived at Welmina, where the king only 
formed his battalions behind one another, and 
the ſquadrons in the ſame manner, and they re. 


{8 mained all night under arms. The king himſelf 
iht | fat up all night, having no other covering but 
4 his cloak, before a little fire, at the head of his 
91 troops. On the firſt of October, at break of 
1 day, he took with him his principal general 
63 officers, and ſhewed them the ground which he 
1 intended to occupy with his army. The infantry, 
| forming the firſt hne, were to occupy two high 
G: hills, and the bottom between them; ſome bat. 
* talions were to form the ſecond line; and the 
Uo third was to be compoſed of the whole cavalry. 
* Taz Pruſſian army amounted only to twenty- 
.- frve thouſand men, and that of the Auſtrians is 
8 faid to have been double that number. Marechal 
= Brown bad taken poſſeſſion of LowosiTz, a 
„ village near Leutmeritz, with a great body of 
. infantry, and placed a battery of cannon in front 
* of the town, He bad formed his cavalry chec- 
* | 232 Gent. Mag. vol. XXVL. p. 493, from the London 
. Gazette. 
| 5 ; querwiſe, 
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querwiſe, in a line between Lowofitz and the Cuar. 


village of Sauſchitz ; and poſted about two thau- 


ſand Croats and irregulars in the vineyards and 1736. 
avenues on his right. The morning was dark. Y* 


ened with a thick fog, which vaniſhed about 
ſeven. The Pruſſian cavalry then advanced to 
attack the enemy's horſe, but they received ſuch 
a flank fire from the Auſtrian irregulars, poſted 
in vineyards and ditches, that they were obliged 


to retire to their former poſts. The king then 


was for placing his cavalry behind in a ſecond 
line ; but, before his orders could be given, they 
charged a ſecond time, bore down all oppoſi- 
tion, paſſed through the ſame flank fire as at the 
firſt charge, and purſued the enemy above three 
hundred paces. In the exceſs of their. ardour, 
they croſſed a ditch ten feet wide; and three 
hundred paces beyond this ditch was another, 
behind which appeared the Auſtrian infantry, in 
order of battle. Immediately ſixty pieces of 
cannon played upon the Pruſſian horſe, which 
therefore repafſed the ditch, and returned to the 
infantry at the foot of the. hill, without being 
followed. But about two hundred and fifty gf 
the Pruſſians were taken priſoners ; becauſe their 
horſes being killed after leaping the ditch, they 
were incapable of joining their regiments. Fre- 
derick after this would admit of no more ſuch 
fallies; and, therefore, ordered the cavalry to 


poſt itſelf in the rear of the infantry. About 


this 
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Cray. this time the fire on the left wing began to in. 


creaſe: marechal Brown had ſucceſſively brought 


1756. on twenty battalions, which paſſing by Lowoſitz, 
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lined the banks of the Elbe, to ſupport the pan- 
dours in the vineyards, where the Pruſſian in. 
fantry drove them from one wall to another, til 
ſome of them ſheltered themſelves in the firſt 
houſes of Lowofitz. The ſecond line of Pruſſian 
infantry then mixed with the firſt, and the left 
ſtretched itſelf to the Elbe; and in this diſpoſi- 
tion they advanced towards Lowofitz. The gre- 
nadiers fired in through the doors, windows, and 
roofs of the houſes, and ſet them oh fire. In 
this action, though only the attack of a poſt, 
every Pruſſian ſoldier of the left wing fired ninety 
ſhot ***. The ammunition for their cannon was 
quite ſpent ; notwithſtanding which, the regi- 
ment of Itzenblitz and Manteufel entered Lowo- 
fitz with their bayonets fixed, and drove before 
them nine freſh Auſtrian battalions, which mare- 
chal Brown had juſt poſted there. The battle 
was now nearly at an end; for a great part of 
the Auſtrian troops fled in much diforder ; but 
the Pruffian cavalry was prevented from taking 
advantage of it, by the broad ditch, and by the 
maſterly diſpoſition of marechal Brown, in tak- 
ing all the left of his infantry, which had not 


vu Authentic account of the campaign in Bohemia, pub- 
. liſhed in the Gentleman's Mag. vol. XXVI. p. 553, 554,855. 


been 
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been attacked, to cover his broken troops as they C. 


fled“ . He ordered his center and left to make 
a movement to the right, by which they occu- 


pied the ground, in the inſtant that the right —— 


quitted it, behind Lowoſitz. This infantry, 
ſuſtained by the right wing of the cavalry, covered 
the retreat ſo effectually, that no attempt was 
made to interrupt it. Marechal Brown now took 
a new poſition à little farther back; the left and 
center continued at ſome diſtance, behind marſhy 
rivulets, and the right formed an angle with the 
line, having the front towards the plain, behind 
Lowoſitz and the Elbe. The Pruſſians, there= 
fore, could not paſs through Lowoſitz and form 
on the plain, with their rear immediately on the 
Elbe, and under the fire of a numerous artillery. 
Matters being thus circumſtanced, the king of 


Pruſſia was obliged to remain in the ſituation 


in which he was, without proceeding any farther. 
But while marechal Brown continued in this 
poſition, Frederick had by no means effected his 
deſign. The action was not deciſive ; and, there- 


fore, had not made it impoſſible for count Brown 


to attempt the relief of the Saxons, He was as 
much in a condition to undertake it as before the 
action, the loſs of the Auſtrians having been in- 
ferior to that of the Pruſſians. Neither. could 


2 Authentic account of the campaign in Bohemia, ut 
ſupra. | 3717 | 88 
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car. the Pruſſian monarch Have attacked him with 
== any probability of ſucceſs, as he muſt, in paſſing 
1756. the marſhy rivulets, have expoſed his army to 
— Jfhculties, which marechal Brown had found 
inſurmountable. From this embarraſſing ſitua. 
tion Frederick was extricated by his ſuperior 
talents. He ſent the duke of Bevern, with a 
large body of horſe and foot, to Tſchiſkovitz, 
as if he propoſed turning the enemy's left flank, 
and hemming them in between the Elbe and the 
Egra. This manceuvre had its deſired effect. 
Marechal Brown, fearing the event, haſtened to 
repaſs the Egra, and to occupy his old camp at 
Budin: and this he effected, without any loſs . 
Tus ended the battle of LowosrTz, which 
began at ſeven o'clock in the morning, and 
ended at three in the afternoon; though the re- : 
treat of count Brown, to his camp at Budin, did ; 
not take place till the day following. As the 
action had not been decifive, both parties claimed 
the victory. But from the conſequences of the 
battle, though the greateſt loſs had been ſuſtained 
by the Pruſſians, it was manifeſt that the advan- 
tage was on their fide, It had been the inten- 
tion of the Auſtrian general to diſengage the 
Saxons, and with that view he advanced to 
Lowoſitz. The. object of the king of Pruſſia 
was to prevent the execution of this plan. This 
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end was obtained by the battle of Lowoſitz, and Cnar. 


by the ſubſequent manceuvres, which forced the 2 D. 


* 


Auſtrians back behind the Egra, and thereby 1756. 


prevented them from undertaking any thing © 


effectual for the relief of the Saxons. Had the 
Pruſſian monarch obtained a more compleat vic- 
tory, he would have been enabled to take up his 
winter quarters in Bohemia, 

Taz firſt account of this battle which reached 
Berlin, was conveyed by a meſſenger ſent by the 
king to his mother the queen-dowager, with a 


note written to her with his own hand, and which 
contained only the following words: October 


the 1ſt. This morning I gave battle to the 
' Auſtrians. Great genefalſhip was diſplayed on 
both ſides; and the fate of the day was doubt- 
' ful for ſome hours ; but at laſt it * God 
to give us the victory“. 

Tur loſs of the Pruſſians in the battle of 
Lowos rz is very differently ſtated. The king 
of Pruſſia himſelf ſays; that his loſs, in killed 
and wounded, was twelve hundred“; but other 
accounts, publiſhed at the time, ſtate his loſs in 
killed, wounded, and priſoners, at upwards of 
three thouſand. Frederick ſays, that he took 
ſeven hundred of the Auſtrians priſoners, among 
whom was prince Lobkowitz, an imperial gene- 


225 Entick's Hiſt. of the War, vol. I. P- 99. 
\** Hit, dots Greer ds . tome I. P. 104. Edit. 
berlin, 1788, 
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Car. ral. Among the killed of the Pruſſians were 
| = major- general Quadt and major-general Lude. 
1756. ritz. The body of the latter was torn to pieces 
—— by a cannon-ball. Major-general Oertzen alſo 
received three wounds in the head, of which he 
died the day following. The loſs of the Auſtrians 
was computed at nearly three thouſand in killed, 
wounded, and priſoners. - Count Radicati, lieu- 
tenant-general of horſe, was among the killed“. 
MaARBCHAL Klru, who commanded under 
the king in this action, greatly diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf on the ſide of the Pruſſians; as did alſo 
heutenant-general KIEIsT. The latter was 
wounded in the battle; but he continued on 
horſeback, without binding his wounds, till four 
o'clock. The king conferred upon him after. 
wards the order of the black eagle; but he died 
of his wounds, at Dreſden, in -the month of 
January following ***. Count Algarotti mentions 
it as an inſtance of the attachment of ſome of the 
Pruſſian ſoldiers to their king, that, at the cloſe 
of this battle, a ſoldier, who was. mortally 
wounded, and in the agonies of death, inquired 
whether the king was ſafe, and how the day 
went? He was informed that the king was well, 
and that he bad won the battle. Now then, 
replicd the ſoldier,” © it is a pleaſure to die“. 
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Auoxo other Pruſſian officers, who were -C#av 


wounded in the battle of Lowoſitz, one was 1 2 


baron Rochow, who deſerves to be particularly 1756. 


mentioned, on account of his uncommonly ami 


able and excellent character. In conſequence of 
the wounds which he received in this action, he 
afterwards retired: from the ſervice, and led a 
philoſophical life at his country ſeat at Rechan, 
near Brandenburgh. Here he employed himſelf 
in labouring to improve the morals, and pro- 
mote the happineſs, of his tenants and depen- 
dants, and the poor in general in his neighbour- 
hood. He employed ſchool-maſters, to whom 


he gave larger ſalaries than uſual, to inſtruct 


youth in ſuch branches of knowledge as would 
be moſt uſeful to them, and to inſtil into them 
the principles of piety and virtue. He endea- 
voured to introduce a rational mode of educa- 
tion, and eſtabliſhed country ſchools at his own 
expence, on his eſtates at Rechan and Gettin““. 
By theſe, and other beneyelent exertions, after 
he quitred the ſervice, he rendered himſelf much 


more beneficial to mankind, than he could have 


been by a continuance in the Pruſſian armies ; 
where he would probably have been employed, 
not in promoting the happineſs, bur in increaſing 
the calamities of his fellow-creatures. 


Monthly Review, vol. LV. p. 556, 557. 
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to relieve the Saxons on the left ſide of the Elbe, 
reſolved to try his fortune on the right. He 
conmunicated his ſituation and deſign to count 
Rutowſki, who was a natural brother of the king 
of Poland, and who commanded the Saxon 
troops at Pirna; and it was agreed, that the 


October in the night, near Konigſtein; and that 
marechal Brown ſhould attack the Pruſſians at 
Ratmanſdorff and Borſdorff, on the twelfth in 
the morning, while the Saxons did the ſame on 


* + MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


Maxrenal Brown, having failed in his attempt 


Saxons ſhould pafs the Elbe on the eleventh of 


their ſide. Accordingly he paſſed the Elbe near 


Raudnitz, at the head of about eight thouſand 
men, and marched by Neuſtadtel, Romburg, and 
Hanſpach, and arrived at Lichtenhayn, a ſteep 
rock, near which he encamped, waiting till he 
heard the Pruſſians and Saxons engaged, which 
he ſuppoſed muſt happen at the inſtant that the 
Saxons paſſed the Elbe; and it was then that he 
was to enter into action, and to execute his part 


of the concerted plan“ . 

Tux poſt of Pirna, 5 the Saxons were en- 
camped, had this defect, that it was as difficult 
to come out of it as to force it. But, on the 


twelfth of the month, the Saxons threw a bridge 


of boats over the Elbe, near Konigſtein, to which 


caſtle they removed all their _—_— Then, 


239 Lloyd's Hiſt. of the War i in o Germany ut ſupra, p. 13, 14. 
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firiking their tents i in the night, they paſſed the Cuar. 
river unmoleſted by the Pruſſians. They conti- 2 


nued to retreat with all poſſible expedition ; but 1758. 


the weather was uncommonly rainy and tempeſ- 
tuous, and the roads ſo bad, that they made 
little progreſs. Next day, when part of them 
had advanced about half way up a ſteep hill 
oppoſite to Konigſtein, and the reſt were en- 
tangled in a narrow plain, where there was no 
room to act, they diſcovered that the Pruſſians 
were in poſſeſſion of all the paſſes. In the 
mean time, marechal Brown having waited two 
days for the Saxons, and found that they could 
not join him, thought it neceſſary to provide for 


his own ſafety, and accordingly returned | to his 


camp at Budin. 

Tur Saxons were now ſurrounded on every 
ſide, fainting with hunger and fatigue, and deſti- 
tute of every convenience. In this deplorable 
condition they remained, when the king of 
Poland, from the fortreſs of Konigſtein, ſent the 
following letter to his general, count Rutowſki: 


« Marechal Count Rutowſki, | 


© It is not without extreme ſorrow that I un- 

* derſtand the deplorable ſituation, which a chain 
of misfortunes has reſerved for you, the reſt of 
my generals, and my whole army : but we muſt 
acquieſce in the diſpenſations of Providence, 
and conſole ourſelves with the reitude of our 
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1756. © major-general the baron de Dyherrn, to ſubmit 


* 
* 


to conditions the more ſevere, in proportion as 
© the circumſtances are become more neceſſitous. | 
I cannot hear them mentioned. I am a free 
* monarch ; ſuch I will live; ſuch I will die; 
« and I will both live and die. with honour, 
Ihe fate of my army I leave wholly to your 
« diſcretion. Let your council of war determine, 
* whether you muſt ſurrender priſoners of war, 
fall by the ſword, or die by famine. May your 
0 reſolutions, if poſſible, be conducted by huma- 
* nity. Whatever they may be, I have no longer 
© any ſhare in them; and I declare, that you 
* ſhall not be anſwerable for aught but one thing, 
namely, not to carry arms againſt me, or my 
1 pray that God may have you, M. 
* Marechal, in his holy keeping. Given at 
s Konigſtein, the 14th of October, 1756. 


* AUGUSTUS, Rex *. 


Ox the ſame morning in which the king of 


| Poland's letter was dated, the king of Pruſſia 


arrived at his camp in Saxony, and a negociation 
took place between him and count Rutowſki, in 
conſequence of which the Saxon army ſurren- 
dered, by capitulation, on the ſixteenth of the 


, 
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ſame month. Some of the anſwers made by the Cue. 
Pruſſian monarch to the articles of capitulation, N 
propoſed by the Saxon general, were arrogant — 


and inſulting. The firſt article was, that the 


army of the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, 
«© which had been lately encamped at Pirna, 
© ſhould ſurrender to the king of Pruſſia priſoners 
© of war;* to which Frederick's anſwer was, 
If the king will give me that army, it is need- 
© leſs to make them priſoners of war.“ The 
fourth article was, © The generals, commandants, 
© and all perſons ranking as officers, engage 
* themſelves in writing, not to bear arms againſt 
* his majeſty the king of Pruſſia till peace be re- 
* ſtored; and they ſhall be left at liberty to ſtay 
in Saxony, or to retire whitherſoever they think 
proper. To this Frederick replied, © Thoſe 
that intend to enter into my ſervice muſt, from 
© this very moment, have liberty to do ſo.” The 
fifth article was, The life-guards, and the gre- 
* nadier-guards, ſhall not be inciuded in the firſt 
article ; and his Pruſſian majeſty will be pleaſed 
to appoint the place in the electorate of Saxony, 
© or in the territories depending thereon, where 
* the ſaid two corps ſhall be diſtributed. The 
field-marechal count Rutowſki, as captain of 
the grenadier-guards, the chevalier de Saxe, in 
quality of commandant of the life-guards, and 
© all the other officers of thoſe two corps, ver- 
* bally engage, and even in writing, if deſired, 
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* without the approbation of the king of Pruſſia, 
any change in the quarters that may be aſſigned 


* that the king of Poland did give orders for 
that part of his troops, which is in the ſaid 
c kingdom, to join the Ruſſians, and to march, 
« for this purpoſe, . to the frontiers of Süleſa; 
* and a man muſt be a fool to let troops go 
c which he holds fall; to ſee them make head 
4 againſt him a and time, and to be obliged 
* to take them priſoners again.“ The eighth 
article was, His Pruſſian majeſty ſhall give 
* aſſurances, that no officer, or ſoldier, ſhall be 
* obliged, againſt his will, to enter into his 
army; and that, after peace is reſtored, they, 


. 
© ſhall all be ſent back to the king of Poland : 
5 


and, on the other hand, his Poliſh majeſty may 
not refuſe diſmiſſion to the generals, and other 
officers of his army, who may engage in any 
other ſervice.” To this the king of Pruſſia's 
reply was, Nobody need trouble his head about 
this. | 
* againſt his will: that is ſufficient ***,* Before 
the other articles of capitulation were ſigned, 
count Rutowſki declared, by a ſeparate article, 


that he was authorized to oblige the Saxon army. 


- 


22, Entick's Hiſt, of the War, vol. II. p. 102105. 
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to lay down their arms, but that he had no Cnary 
authority to free them from the oath of allegiance 4. = 


which they had taken, or to oblige them to take 1756. 
— 


another“. The king of Pruſſia, however, with- 
out the leaſt heſitation, incorporated the Saxon 
troops, by compulſion; into his own army“. 

Cour Algarotti ſays, that after the king of 
Pruflia's * ſucceſſes at Lowofitz and Pirna, his 
principal care was, partly by incorporating the 
« priſoners with his own ſoldiers, and partly by 
© raiſing others in all parts of Saxony, and of the 


empire, to increaſe their number beyond what 


* was ever known, ſince men have warred againſt 
© each other; that is to ſay, ſince the beginning 
© of the world.* In another place, ſpeaking of 
the Pruſſian troops about this time, the ſame 
writer ſays, that they © amounted to two hun- 
© dred and twelve thouſand men: a greater army 
than ever the Romans had, even in the times 
© of Trajan or Auguſtus *3.” 


H1s Poliſh majeſty being now completely de- 


prived of his electoral domiaions, and of his 
army, and not allowed even to keep his guards, 
thought it high time to retire into Poland, and 
accordingly, with Frederick's permiſiion, ſet out 
for that kingdom; and Voltaire remarks, that 


233 Entick's Hiſt. of the War, vol. II. p. 106. 
234 Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 17. 
335 Letters military and political, p. 111, 112. 
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Cuar. the king of Pruſſia had the inſulting politenefs 


A. D. 
1756. 


> * 
* 
. 


© to furniſh him with poſt-horſes for his jour. 
© ney . After this event, Frederick cantoned 
his forces in the xeighbourhood of Sedlitz, and 
along; the Elbe, towards Dreſden. His other 
army, which had entered Bohemia under the 
command of marechal Schwerin, fell back into 
Sileſia, and was diſtributed into winter quarters 
of cantonment, on the frontiers of Bohemia, 
from Zuckmantel to Greiffenberg. 

AFTER his Poliſh majeſty had quitted his elec- 
toral dominions, count Beſtucheff, high-chan- 
cellor of Ruſſia, wrote a circular letter to the pri- 
mate, ſenators, and miniſters of the republic of 
Poland, on bchalf of his Poliſh majeſty, in which 
are the following paſſages : © You are undoubt- 
© edly already informed of all the particulars of 
© the king of Pruſſia's hoſtile and ſudden inva- 


* ſion of Saxony; of the unheard of violences, 


© and horrible exceſſes he has committed there; 
© as well upon the poor inhabitants, as againſt 
© the. very perſon of the king of Poland, your 
© maſter, and the royal family ; of the extreme 
© neceſſity to which his majeſty has found him- 


© ſelf reduced, to retire into Poland, by ſacri- 


firing his hereditary dominions, and all his 

army; and of the king of Pruſſia's irruption 

© into Bohemia. The King of Poland's de- 
236 Ape of Lewis XV. ch. 32. 


Sed * plorable 
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149 


« plorable fate, for which this prince did not Onar. 


give the leaſt handle, certainly deſerves com- 
« paſſion ſuitable to the immortal glory he has 
© purchaſed by the noble conſtancy, which he 
© has difplayed in ſo melancholy a fituation ; 
and, at the ſame time, it ought to excite all 
powers, and eſpecially his allies, to concern 
© themſelves in earneſt in an event of this nature. 
© The diſmal conſequences that may reſult from 
this the king of Pruſſia's unprecedented and 
* raſh ſtep, as well for the common repoſe of 
Europe, as for every power in particular, and 
« eſpecially for the neighbouring countries, are 
* ſo obvious, that the intereſt and ſafety of each 
* ſovereign abſolutely require them to be upon 
their guard; and, by making it a common 
* cauſe with the powers involved in the ſame 
* embarraſſment, to take the propereſt meaſures, 
* not only for procuring the courts, ſo unjuſtly 
© attacked, the ſatisfaction that is due to them, 


but alſo for preſcribing to the too extenſive 


power of the king of Pruſſia ſuch bounds, as 
may hereafter be a ſecurity againſt the inſults 
© of that enterprizing and turbulent neighbour, 
© who, in defiance of the moſt ſolemn and moſt 
© ſacred treaties, is intent upon nothing but 
© apggrandizing his dominjons. The empreſs, 
my gracious ſovereign, conſidering the im- 


© portance of ſo ſad an event, and the ill conſe- 
* quences that may ariſe from it, and having at 


heart 


XIX. 
A. D. 
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- MEMO1RS or FREDERICK, © 


Char. © heart the well being and the intereſts of her 


© allies, and eſpecially of his majeſty the king of 


1756. Poland, is deeply affected with the misfortunes 
of this prince, who, on his part, has not given 


© the leaſt occaſion thereto ; and not being able 
to behold with indifference the equally dire 
and raſh enterprizes of the king of Pruſſia, ſhe 
© has taken the generous reſolution to ſuccour, 
© ſpeedily and efficaciouſly, the king your maſter, 
by ſending a conſiderable body of troops to his 
* aſſiſtance. This corps has actually begun its 
march, under the command of his excellency 
« field-marechal Apraxin ; and an indiſpenſable 
© neceſſity will oblige it to traverſe part of the 
territory of Poland. All impartial judges will 
© ſurely abhor the king of Pruſſia's cruel proce- 


dure towards the territories of Saxony, and 


towards the perſon of the king of Poland him- 
© ſelf, and will do juſtice to her imperial ma- 
« jeſty's generous ſentiments, as alſo to the reſo- 
© lution ſhe has taken, which tends only to de- 
fend her allies, and reſtore peace in Europe, 
by ſettling it again in a juſt equilibrium.'— 
I flatter myſelf, that you and your countrymen 
will not fail, by facilitating, in the beſt manner 
that can be done, the march of the ſaid body of 
her imperial majeſty's troops, through the ter- 
ritory of Poland, to render thereby a real ſer- 
vice to the king your maſter, in his preſent 
melancholy ſituation, (a ſituation that excites 

| com- 


V 


A 


THE .THIRD, KING. OF PRUSSIA. 


compaſſion from every one who loves honour, N 


juſtice, and his country,) and to take the moſt 


* ſalutary meaſures for defeating the king of 1756. 
* Pruſſia's vaſt and pernicious projects in Po- 


land. 7.“ This letter was dated the twelſth of 
November, 1756. | 

Tur Saxon ſoldiers, as might * be ex- 
pected, being extremely averſe to enter into the 
ſervice of the king of Pruſſia, many of thoſe who 


had been forcibly incorporated into the Pruſſian 


army, embraced the firſt opportunity of deſert- 
ing [0], Frederick thereupon immediately or- 
dered 


v7 Literary Magazine, vol. | P+ 486, 487. 


(o] Of the deſertion of ſome of the Saxon troops, we have 


the following account: The Saxon troops, that were com- 
« pelled to enliſt, by no means ſeem to reliſh the rigour of the 
Pruſſian ſervice. - A detachment of the regiment of light 
© horſe, to the number of an hundred and fifty, have deſerted 
* ina body; and the ſame has happened in a regiment of in- 
« fantry. Theſe were purſued by a detachment of Pruſſians, 
* overtaken, and fifty of them killed. The remainder owed 
their eſcape to the deſperate defence they made; telling the 
Pruſſians, that they would neither give nor receive any 


quarter. In conſequence of theſe deſertions, his Pruſſian 
« majeſty has cauſed all the Saxon regiments to be broken, and 


the ſoldiers to be incorporated with his own troops.“ Gent. 
Mag. vol. XXVII. p. 182. 


The king of Pruſſia alſo denounced heavy ki againſt, 
thoſe who harboured Saxons who had deſerted from the Pruſ- 


fan ſervice; and of his behaviour relative to five Saxon de- 
ſerters, who had taken refuge in a convent in the dioceſe of 
Freſlaw, the following | account was publiſhed at the time: 


« DazsDtN, 
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MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 
Cxar. dered the Saxon magiſtrates to raiſe four thou. 
ſand freſh recruits, to be ready with the utmoſt 
1756. expedition for his ſervice. As he had driven 
= the king of Poland from his electoral dominions, 
and was, by his conduct, the greateſt enemy 
which that prince had in the world, compelling 
the Saxons to enter into the Pruſſian ſervice, 
was in fact forcing them to fight againſt their 
own ſovereign : and tyranny more atrocious is 
not, perhaps, eaſily conceivable, than that of 
compelling men to enter as ſoldiers into an army, 
in which they were to fight againſt their own 
prince, and their own country. But this was a 
ſpecies of tyranny, which the king of Pruſſia 
appeared to practiſe without the leaſt ſcruple [p]. 


— RS. 5 & — = yy we 


In 


© Dxesnen, Dec. 29, 1756. Notwithſtanding the ſevere 
« prohibitions ifla#d out on the part of his Pruſſian majeſty 
© againſt harbouring or aſſiſting Saxon deſerters, five of them 
© lately took ſanctuary in a convent in the dioceſe of Breſſaw; 
© and being demanded by the king's officers, the prior of the 
«© convent had the hardineſs to refuſe to give them up; for 
* which his majeſty condemned him to be hanged ; but thought 
© proper to change his ſentence to a fine, of which his majeſty 
© acquainted the biſhop, as a mark of his reſpe& to the pope 
© andall the Catholic party.“ London Chronicle, vol. I. p. 69. 
[e] Baron Bielfeld, who had quitted the Prufſjan court, and 
now refided at Treben, near Altenburgh, in Saxony, informs 
us, in one of his letters, that ſome time after this five of his 
tenants, Saxon peaſants, were ſeized as recruits for the Pruſſian 
army. They were afterwards diſcharged, as a perſonal com- 
pliment to Bielfeld, who had made application to one of the 


Pruſan 


. 
oſt 
en 
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433. 


In his © Military Inſtructions' for his generals Craps 
X 

is the following paſſage : : © If the army is quar- A. D. 

« tered in an enemy's country, the comple — — 


Nia 


pruſſian generals for their releaſe. Letters of Baron men, 
rol. II. p. 189, 190. 

Some of the publications of the times contain accounts of 
great hardſhips impoſed on the Saxons, with reſpect to raiſing 
recruits for the Pruſſian army. flnong theſe accounts are the 
following : 

DaxsꝰůU Ex, Jan. 14, 1757. This day the king of Pruſſia 
« returned from Berlin with prince Henry. Laſt week all the 

youth of this city, who were not employed in arts and labours 
c Aae neceflary, were taken as recruits for the Pruſſian 
army.“ London Chronicle, vol. I. p. 105. 

* Daespex, Jan. 2. The king of Pruſſia, in confideration 
of the payment of 100,000 crowns, made him by the town 
© of Leipſic, has excuſed it a quarter of the contribution de- 
« manded; but, at the ſame time, has ordered the magiſtrates 
« of the place to raiſe five hundred men towards completing 
the Saxon regiments in the Pruſſian ſervice. The affair of 
* raiſing recruits is extremely burthenſome, and few of the 
diſtricts have been able to furniſh half the number demanded 
© of them *hough they have enliſted all they could find within 
* the age required. To complete our misfortunes, ſome of 
© the men that had been accepted, have ſince been rejected, 
* and it is abſolutely impoſſible to ſupply their places; though 
* we are threatened with military execution, if we do not.” 
Ibid. p. 37. 

LEIrs fie, Jan. 19. The military executions to which 
* the towns are ſubjected, for not furniſhing the number of re- 
« cruits that was demanded, are made with the utmoſt rigour. 


* The men employed in the mines in this country have been 


taken to recruit the companies of Yruſſian miaers.* Ibid, 
p. 120, Tee 
© DzEsDEN, 


. ̃ Vw 


494 Mruolks or FREDERICK, 


cur. in chief is to take care, that he is ſupplied with 
Fans the / neceſſary number of recruits. He will 
1756. divide the province into a certain number of 
, circles, allotting ſo many regiments to each, 
in proportion to the number of, people, in the 
* ſame manner as we enroll our recruits in our 
© own dominions. If the ſtates of the country 
are willing to furniſh recruits, ſo much the 
better; but, if they refuſe, you muſt have re- 
© courſe to violence. You. muſt inſiſt on their 
© being delivered early in the winter, that you 
© may have time to make ſoldiers of them before 
© the ſpring. But this need not hinder the cap- 
© tains from ſending out recruiting parties. 
Rreckvirs for the Pruſſian army continued to 
be raiſed, with great rigour, throughout the ter- 
ritories of Saxony; and the king of Pruſſia alſo 
endeavoured, but ineffectually, to prevail on the 
Saxon officers, who had been encamped at Pirna, 
3h to enter into his ſervice d. Heavy pecuniary 
ii * | | | | | con- 


* | * DarsDen, April 4. The king of Pruſſia has demanded 
| ty © a third delivery of recruits, to the amount of two thouſand 
: "hh « five hundred men, in order to augment with twenty each 
1 1 company of the regiments heretofore in the Saxon ſervice.” 
39 Ibid. p. 385. 
Why tt 22 Military Inſtructions, written by the King of Pruſſia, ſor 
the Generals of his Army, p. 166. Oeuvres Primitives de 
Frederic II. tome I. p. 243, 244. | 
{Q ] Of the behaviour of ſome of theſe Saxon officers, and 
their anſwers to the propoſals of the king of Pruſſia, the fol- 


lowing 


lowing account is given: The king of Pruſſia having a gain 


THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA, 


contributions were alſo levied upon the inhabi- CA. 
tants of Saxony [x J. But, in other reſpects, his IX. 


troops 


propoſed to the Saxon officers, that are out of employment, 
to reſume their poſts in the regiments wherein they formerly 
« ſerved, and to prefer this conrſe to idleneſs and poverty: 
they have unanimouſly declared, that they could not break 
« the oath they had taken to their ſovereign; and, moreover, 
that they could never fee] themſelves animated with that 
* ſpirit, in his Pruſſian majeſty's ſervice, which is requiſite to 
« ſupport the character of every officer, in the honourable pro- 
« feſſion of arms; that they were fully ſenſible of their indi- 
« gence z but as it was the effect of their duty, they bore it 
with patience and reſignation. Theſe poor officers owe 
their ſubſiſtence chiefly to the ſavings made by the queen of 
Poland, in the expences of her table and houſehold.“ 
London Chronicle, vol. I. p. 134. | 

[x] Of ſome of theſe exactions, the following accounts 
appeared in the publications of the times: 

« Le1ps1c, Dec. 23, 1756. The deputies ſent to Dreſden 
to remonſtrate to the king of Pruſſia againſt the payment of 
zoo, ooo crowns, exacted from this city, could not obtain an 
audience of the Pruſſian commiſſaries. They were told, 
« that they muſt bring at leaſt a part of the money, before they 
could obtain any mitigation. Accordingly, 100,000 crowns 
« were ſent to Dreſden on the 13th in three carts, and our 
« deputies have ſince received hopes, that the remaining 
* 400,000 crowns will be remitted.” London Chronicle, 
vol. I. p. 16. | 

* Le1ips1c, Jan. 19, 1757. The king of Pruſſia has or- 
© dered the Jews of Dreſden to pay him a contribution of 
thirty thouſand crowns, or leave the country.” Ibid. p. 120. 

DRESDEN, March 9. We are extremely embarraſſed 


© here by the orders given to our magiſtrates to provide a 
« farther 


496 I MEmMorRs or FREDERICK, 
Cue. troops obſerved a very exact diſcipline; and in 


C4 matters which were of little conſequence to his 


1756. main deſigns, when perſonal applications were 
made to him, he would ſometimes attend to, and 
| redreſs, the complaints of the inhabitants. As 

an inſtance of this, the following incident is re- 

lated. Ten of his liſe-guards being billeted 

Fg | upon a burgher of Dreſden, were placed by him 
| in the third ſtory of his houſe ; but this they re- 
ſented, telling him, that at Potſdam they were 
always lodged in the firſt ſtory; and they threat- 

ened to turn the burgher out of his own apart- 

ment, and to take poſſeſſion of it for themſelves, 

The burgher immediately preſented a ſtate of the 
caſe in writing to the king, who in five minutes 

returned it with this anſwer, written with his 
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J own hand : © Potſdam is not Dreſden; Dreſden 
* © is not Potſdam. My troops muſt be ſatisfied 
5 © with the third ſtory, where better accommoda- 
bi © tions are not to be had.“ | 
* Bes1ves the declarations againſt the king of 
WM Pruſſia, which were publiſhed by different Euro- 
Ig 
* © farther ſum of goq; ooo crowns for the Pruſſian military 
58k « cheſt; the whole to be furniſhed between the fixſt of April 
3% © and firſt of May.“ Ibid. p. 301, 302. 
30 * Dzxzspex, June 8. The nobility and gentry of this 
0 country have in vain applied to the king oſ Pruſſia, to ob- 
. tain ſome abatement of the ſum of 600,000 crowns, which 
5 he exacts as an indemnification of part of his expences, in 
"i ; * GUARDING THEIR COUNTRY againſt an invaſion by the 
IN; 
* * Aultcians,” Ibid. p. 599. 


XS | pean 


THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA, 497 
pean powers, decrees were alſo iſſued againſt him CA. 
by the Aulic council of the empire. As elector . B. 
of Brandenburgh, he was put under the ban of 1756. 
the empire; he was declared deprived of all his 
rights, privileges, and prerogatives ; his' fiefs 
were eſcheated into the exchequer of the empire; 
and all the circles were ordered to furniſh their 
reſpective contingencies of men and money for 
putting this ſentence in execution *??, 

In the mean time, Frederick made great pre- 
parations for the enſuing campaign ; and adopted 
every ſtep which he thought neceſſary for ſecuring 
to him the poſſeſſion of Saxony. The burghers 
of Drefden were difarmed, their arms depoſited 
in the arſenal, and a detachment was poſted at 
Konigſtein, to oblige that fortreſs to obſerve a 
{trict neutrality. All correſpondence with the 
enemy was ſtrictly prohibited [s], and it having 
been 


239 Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 118. | 

[s] It ſeems from the following account, which was pub- 
liſhed at the time, as if a ſtop was put even to the private cor- 
reſpon8ence of the queen of Poland with her huſband at War- 
faw. DRESDEN, Dec. 22, 1756. On the firſt inſtant a 
* eourier from Warſaw was ſtopt at the gate of this city, by 
order of the Pruſſian governor, though he had a paſs from 
the Pruflian envoy at Warſaw. Two packets were taken 
from him, one directed to the queen, the other containing 
letters to different private perſons. The former was kept, 
but the latter was returned after being ſtrictly examined. 
Next day the queen ſent general Horſt to the Pruſſian gover- 
* nor, to expreſs her aſtoniſhment at the ſudden interruption 
Vor. I. K k * of 


— 


MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


ces. been diſcovered that the counteſs of Ogilvie, one 


of the maids of honour to the queen of Poland, 


175 had diſobeyed the king of Pruſſia's commands, 
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ſhe was arreſted; but was afterwards releaſed, on 
the queen's interceſſion. The counteſs of Bruhl, 
lady of the Saxon prime-miniſter, was alſo 
arreſted by Frederick's order; and, on her mak. 
ing light of her confinement, and reſolving to 
ſee company, ſhe was ordered to quit the court, 
and retire from Saxony.. M. Henwin, the French 
miniſter, was likewiſe acquainted, that his pre- 
ſence was unneceſſary at Drefden. He anſwered, 
that his maſter had commanded him to ſtay ; but 
he was again deſired to depart, and then thought 
proper to comply. About the ſame time the 
count de Wackerbath, miniſter of the cabinet, 
and grand maſter of the houſehold to the prince 
of Poland, was arreſted, and conducted to Cuſtrin, 


© of a correſpondence, which ſhe had been promiſed ſhould be 
left free. The governor ſaid, that he had obeyed his 
< maſter's orders, who would no longer ſuffer any correſpon- 
© dence between Warſaw and Dreſden by expreſſes, but only 
by the common poſt.” London Chronicle, vol. I. p. 16. 

It appears alſo, from the following account, that the queen 
of Poland was not even permitted to have an intercourſe with 
the inhabitants of Dreſden. © Das DEN, April 20, 1757. 
By order of the king of Pruſſia, no perſon whatever is to 
© have admittance at the caſtle, where her Poliſh majeſty and 
© the royal family reſide, except their houſehold ſervants. 

Even foreign miniſters are included in this mand Ibid, 


p- 425. 


* by 
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by by the expreſs command of the Pruſſian monarch. Caar. 

Beſides pecuniary contributions, and furniſhing 2 
recruits, a variety of other hardſhips were like- 1756. 
wiſe impoſed by Frederick on the Saxons. When 
two bridges were thrown over the Elbe by his 
directions, he ordered the ſeveral diftricts of the 
electorate of Saxony to ſupply him with a great 
number of waggons, each drawn by four horſes. 
The circles of Miſnia and Leipſic were enjoined 
to furniſh four hundred each, and the other circles 
in proportion“ 


24* Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 119, 120. 
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MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


9 en Ar. XX. 


Pianos Auptrian, Ruſſian, and french armies, 
aſſembled to af? againſt the king of Pruſſia, at tht 
opening of the campaign of 17 57.—His military 
Pre parations. He enters Bohemia at the bead of 
a” large  army.—Battle- of Pragne.—Death f 

. - marechal Schwerin. Ihe bing py / lebe 40 tht 
city of Prague. 


T the beginning of the year 1757, the king 

of Pruſſia went for a ſhort time to Berlin, 

and afterwards returned again to Dreſden, ac- 
companied by his brother, prince Henry. During 
the winter, Frederick had exerted himſelf, with 
the moſt unremitting aſſiduity, in making ſuch 
preparations, as would enable him to open the 
enſuing campaign with vigour; and the army 
which he had aſſembled amounted to more than 
two hundred thouſand men. But the armies, 
which were collected by the great powers that 
were united againſt him, were computed to be 
more than three times that number. The army 
of the empreſs-queen had been augmented to one 
hundred and eighty thouſand men ; bur ſhe re- 
ſolved to act only on the defenſive, until her 
allies could take the field. She then flattered 


herſelf, that the Pruſſian monarch would be 


obliged to divide his forces into ſo many bodies, 


that 


THE. THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA. 01 
that he would be unable, any where, to make 6 Cuan. 
yigorous refiſtance*®, - | _ : 
Tux Ruſſian army, under marechal Apraxin, 175. 

4 which amounted to more than eighty thoufang << 

„ men, had proceeded towards the borders of Li- 

be thuania, with a deſign to invade Ducal Pruſſia, 

ry whilſt a ſtrong fleet was equipped 1 in the Baltick, 

of to aſſiſt the operations of this army. The Ruſſi- 

of ans knew, that the country which they were to 

paſs through, in their way to Lithuania, would 
be unable to afford proviſions for thelr ſubſiſt- 
ence; and they had, therefore, taken care to 

8 furniſh themſelves with proviſions for their march 

. thither ; but they afterwards depended upon the 

refources which they expected to find i in Lithu- 

ania, upon their arrival in that country. When 

they reached the borders of that province, and 

their proviſions were nearly exhauſted, they found 

themſelves ſuddenly and unexpectedly unable to 

procure ſupplies, either to return back, or ta 

proceed forward. For the king of Pruſſia, with 

great foreſight and ſagacity, had ſecured plenty 

to himſelf, and diſtreſs and famine to his enemies, 

by buying up all the corn and forage of the 

country, into which the Ruſſians were entering : 

and by this dextrous management he effectually 

retarded, for a conſiderable time, the progreſs of 

the Ruſhan army * 


241 Hiſt. of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 263, 
Eo. Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 118, 119. 
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MEMOIRS OF FREDERICK, 


Tux king of France, in order to convince the 
empreſs-queen that ſhe had acted wiſely, in con- 


1757. necting herſelf with the houſe of Bourbon, formed 
ps (2 two great armies. The firſt conſiſted of nearly 


eighty thouſand men, the flower of the French 
troops, attended with a vaſt train of artillery, and 
was commanded by marechal d*Etrees, a general 
of great reputation ; under whom ſerved M, de 


Contades, M. Chevert, and the count de St. Ger- 
main, all officers of high character. This for- 


midable army paſſed the Rhine, and marched by 
Weſtphalia, in order to invade the king of Pruſ- 
ſia's dominions, in quality of allies to the em- 
preſs- queen, and guardians of the liberties of the 
empire. But a principal part of their deſign was 
to invade Hanover, a ſcheme which they knew 


would make a powerful diverſion of the Britiſh 


force, from the proſecution of the war in other 
parts of the world, where the ſtrength of France 
could not be fully exerted, and where ſome of 


their moſt important intereſts were at ſtake. The 


other army of the French, which was commanded 


by the prince de Soubiſe, conſiſted of twenty- 
five thouſand men, beſides fix thouſand Bavari- 


ans, and four thouſand Wirtembergers: . This 
army was intended to ſtrengthen the army of the 
empire, which was raiſed to put into execution 


* Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 116, 1 17. Annual Regiſter, vol, 
I. p. 14, 15. Hiſt, of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 260, 261. 


the 
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$03 


the imperial ſentence againſt the king of Pruſſia. Car. 


The circles of the empire had been ordered to ED. 


furniſh their contingents of men and money to 1757- 


put this ſentence in execution; but the contin- 
gents were collected ſlowly, and the troops were 
badly compoſed ; ſo that the army of execution 
would probably not have been ſoon able to act, 


had it not been for the aſſiſtance afforded under | 


the prince de Soubiſe. 

In conformity to the defenſive ſyſtem, which 
had been adopted by the court of Vienna, till 
they ſuppoſed their allies would be enabled to 
take the field, the Auſtrian army was diftributed 
by marechal Brown into four different corps. 


The firſt, commanded by the duke of Aremberg, 
vas poſted at Egra; the ſecond, under the mare- 


chal himſelf, at Budin ; the third, under count 


Konigſeg, at Reichenberg ; and the fourth, un- 


der count Serbelloni, in Moravia ***. By this 


diſpoſition marechal Brown, who commanded in 
chief, imagined that he ſhould be able to ſtap 
the progreſs of the king of Pruſſia, if he ſhould 


attempt to march into the kingdom of Bohemia. 
Ir was always the maxim of Frederick, to re- 

move the war as much as poſſtble from his own 

dominions, and to carry it on in the territories 


of his enemies. Accordingly, notwithſtanding 


244 Major-general Lloyd's Hiſt, of the War in Germany, 
val. I. p. 29. 
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4 een armies which were aſſembled againſt fr 
him, he reſolved to enter into Bohemia, az, fi 

oy 7: ſpeedily as the ſeaſon would admit. But he pre- tl 
” viouſly viſited all the poſts which his troops v 
poſſeſſed in Sileſia, and gave the neceſſary orders a 

for their ſecurity. At Neiſs, he ſettled with r 
marechal Schwerin the general plan of the opera- f 

tions of the enſuing campaign; and it was there I 
agreed, that the marechal's army in Sileſia, which | 


conſiſted of fifty thouſand men, ſhould have in 
conſtant view the motions of the royal army, by 
which its own were to be regulated, that they 
might both act in concert, as circumſtances 
ſhould require“. 
In the month of April, the king of Pruſſia 
cauſed his armies in Saxony, Miſnia, Luſatia, and 
Sileſia, to enter Bohemia by four different and 
oppoſite routes, and nearly at the ſame time. 
The firſt of theſe he commanded in perſon, 
aſſiſſed by marechal Keith; the ſecond was led 
by prince Maurice of Anhalt- Deſſau ; the third 
by prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick Bevern; and 
the fourth by marechal Schwerin. Marechal 
Schwerin's army entered Bohemia on the 18th 
of April, in five columns, at as many different 
places. The deſign was ſo well concerted, that 
the Auſtrians had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the 
approach of the Pruſſians till they were paſt the 
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frontiers, and then they filled the dangerous de- Cu ar. 


file of Gulder-Oelſe with pandours, to diſpute 


A. D. 


that paſſage; but they were no ſooner diſco- 1757. 
vered, than two battalions of Pruſſian grenadier vw 


attacked them with their bayonets fixed, and 
routed them. The prince of Anhalt paſſed the 
frontiers from Miſnia, and penetrated into Bohe- 
mia on the twenty-firſt of April, without meet- 
ing with any oppoſition. The prince of Bevern, 
who entered with the corps under his command 
from Luſatia, defeated, on the ſame day, a body 
of twenty - eight thouſand Auſtrians who oppoſed 
him. Frederick himſelf prepared to enter Bohe- 
mia at a great diſtance from the corps com- 
manded by theſe generals; and as he ſeemed 
diſpoſcd to march towards Egra, the enemy ima- 
gined that he intended to execute ſome deſign 
diſtinct from the object of his other armies. 
With this idea they detached a body of twenty 
thouſand men to obſerve his motions. The king 
of Pruſſia, finding that this feint had all the 
effect that he intended, made a ſudden and 


maſterly movement to his left, by which he cut 


off all communication between that detachment 
and the main army of the Auſtrians. He then 
puſhed on with the utmoſt rapidity towards 
Prague, near which city the Auſtrian army was 
now encamped, under the command of prince 
Charles of Lorrain, and marechal Brown. 
| | | Tur 


7 — 2 Pp n — — 


= * X a 
- "» 0 
"= i. + 
_— 2 4 
3 - 


- 
Pry 


\ * B's 
ati ads FR 


29 nn —— 

ä N = 3 3 I r + io 

= a 2 * > Cara FEET * 1 © * 
3 — 3 5 2 r A q y - SR 455 * = - 

e EE „ 5 ” - + 1 3 n . 
— MT "gp n * - anon to ard + 
3 Ee 1 I \ —— 4 „ "4 * +4 p * « 
— S- * - , . - 


7 — 
a — 
. 


2 9 * a 


So. Sf 
. 2 3 
* © egos 


* 
82 2 


” 


Char. 


A. D. 


1757. 


MEMOIRS or FREDERICK, 


* 


Tus Auſtrian army, which had been reinforced 
by the army of Moravia, by the remains of the 


corps lately defeated by the prince of Bevern, and 
by ſeveral regiments of the garriſon of Prague, 


amounted nearly to one hundred thouſand men. 
They were ſtrongly entrenched on the banks of 
the Moldau, to the north of Pracus, in a camp 
ſo fortified by every advantage of nature, and 
every contrivance of art, as to be deemed almoſt 
impregnable. The left wing of the Auſtrians, 
thus fituated, was guarded by the mountains of 
Ziſca, and the right extended as far as Herbo- 
holi**. | & 
Tur king of Pruſſia having reſolved to attack 
the Auſtrian army, notwithſtanding its numbers, 
and the advantage of its ſituation, paſſed the 
Moldua, at Seltz, en the fifth of May, at eight 
o'clock in the morning. He was joined by the 
corps under marechal Schwerin, and his other 
troops, at four o'clock in the following morning, 


in conſequence of meaſures which had been con- 


certed with that penepal Lr]. The king and M. 
Schwerin 


246 Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 128. 


Ir] In an account of the battle of Pxacus, written by 
count Schwerin, adjutant-general to marechal Schwerin, are 
the following particulars relative to the junction of the troops 


under the king, and thoſe under the marechal, and to the 


commencement of the action: At two o'clock in the after- 
F noon his majeſty ſent Stutterheim, one of his adjutants, to 
© the marechal, with orders, that we, and the column com- 


< manded 


( 
1 


THE THIRD KING OF PRUSSIA, 


Schwerin had both marched with extraordinary Cr ar. 
rapidity, in order to effectuate this junction. 


The 


manded by general Winterfeldt, ſhould break up at twelve 
* o'clock that night, and compaſs our march, ſo that the head 
of our columns ſhould arrive, exactly at four in the morning, 
upon the heights of Broſis, where his majeſty promiſed to 


— 


be, on the right, by Tſchimnitz. Theſe orders were executed 
with ſuch preciſion, that our three columns arrived, at the 


place of rendezvous, at four o'clock ; and, at ſuch a diſtance 
from each other, as to leave only the ſpace neceſſary to form 
the line. We did not meet with any obſtacle, on our march, 


A till we came to the heights before Brofiz ; where Modena's 


giment of horſe, two of dragoons, and Feſtetitz's huſſars, 
« were poſted that night. Theſe fired upon our vanguard, 
and retired immediately, through Broſiz, to the left wing 
* of theirarmy. As ſoon as the king had wiſhed the marechal 
and general Winterfeldt a good morning, he rode, with 
© theſe two generals, without any other eſcort than two of his 
* adjutants, captain Platen, lieutenant-colonel Oelſnitz, and 
myſelf, to one of the higheſt hills on the other fide of Broſiz. 
* From hence he could diſcover all the enemy's camp very 
« plain; the firſt and ſecond line from one end to the other. 


- © His majeſty reconnoitred it with his ſpying-glaſs. When 


© the enemy perceived ſeven or eight perſons on the hill, he 
* ſent us ſome four pounders, but without effect. His majeſty 
continued about an hour here, to examine their poſition, and 


© how they were to be attacked. The enemy was paſfed, 


* with the left wing towards Prague, on the Ziſkaberg, be- 


* hind the invalids: the right extended about 2000 paces) 


beyond the village of Conradiz, near Sterboholi. Two 
hundred p paces before their front, the mountains were ſo 
© ſteep and craggy, that no cavalry or artillery could poſſibly 
* aſcend them. At the foot of theſe mountains is a deep 
F valley, which was entirely occupied by ſome huſſars and 
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MEMOIRS or FREDERICK, 


Caray. The marechal had been before joined by the 


XX. 
A. B. 
1757. 


prince of Bevern. But when the junction was 
effected between the different Pruſſian corps, 


their army is faid to have been much inferior in | 
point of numbers to that of the Auſtrians. The 


Pruſſian monarch intended to have attacked the 
Auſtrian army in the front ; but, by the perſua- 
ſion of marechal Schwerin, he changed his . 


Hungarian infantty. The Mountains on aur fide of the 


valley were no leſs ſteep and craggy than the others. Not- 


* withſtanding theſe difficulties, his majeſty was inclined to 
attack the enemy in front. The marechal, on the contrary, 
* repreſented to him the difficulty of the grqund; the 
march the troops had made; and the ſtrength of the i. 


4 « poſition; who had covered the heights before their front 


* convinced by theſe reaſons, permitted the — to go 


and ſeek out ſome more convenient place to form the attack. 
g Upon which his excellency rode, full gallop, before the 
i enemy” 8 right, where the ground on both ſides falls grady- 
ally, and where he perceived a plain, before the enemy's 
right wing, near the village of Mieſiz, where the infantry 
* could paſs over the meadows, and the cavalry and heavy 
* artillery over the dams. As ſoon as the marechal had re- 
* connoitred the ground, and given an account of it to the 
. king, orders were immediately given to the three corps to 
© move on the left. This was executed with ſuch celerity, 
that the army, which had received the orders about nine 
© 0 clock, marched above four miles through very bad roads, 
« and at half an hour paſt ten was formed ; and at eleven the 


battle began on the left wing.” Lloyd's Hiſt, of the War, 
vol. I. p. 44, 45. | : 


and 


9 


a— — * 
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and permitted that able general to make che at- 
tack on their right. 
Taz action commenced about eleven o'clock; 


when the Pruſſian cavalry having paſſed the dams,, 


the Auſtrian' generals perceived that the king's 
intention was to attack their right flank.. They, 
therefore, immediately ordered all their cavalry 
thither from the left. It came with great cele- 
rity, and was formed with that on the right in 
one hundred and four ſquadrons, in three lines, 
with intervals equal to the front of a ſquadron. 
This movement was made with ſo much promp- 
tirgle, that the prince of Schonaich, the Pruſſian 


lieutenant-general of horſe, who had only ſixty- 


five ſquadrons, and was apprehenſive of being 
out-flanked, judged it neceſſary to attack the 


enemy inſtantly, without waiting for the cavalry 
of the right wing, which the king had ordered 
to reinforce him. The attack was accordingly 


made with great vigour ; but the Pruſſian cavalry 
being outflanked by eight ſquadrons, was twice 
repulſed; in ſpite of its moſt ſtrenuous efforts. 
In the third attack, however, the Auſtrian'cavalry 
was entirely broken, by the bravery of twenty 


509 


Cas. 


XX.. 
A. D. 


Fo 757. 


ſquadrons of huſſars, led on by general Ziethen, 


and puſhed with ſuch violence upon the grena- 
diers, as to throw them into confuſion *7. 


267 Hiſt. of Modem FR vol V. p. 267 268, 
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Cray. DuriNG this ſhock of the cavalry, the Pruf. 
= 75 ſian infantry of the left wing, under marechal 


1757: SCHWERIN, advanced to a marſhy ground, by 
——_ which they were ſuddenly ſtopped, and which 


rations. - In this emergency, the marechal im- 
mediately took the colours of the regiment into 
his own hand, and boldly entered the moraſs, 
crying out, Let all brave Pruſſians follow me. 
Animated by the example of their great and 
- \venerable commander, who is ſaid to have been 
now eighty-two years of age [ul, all the troops 
preſſed forward, and their ardour did not * 
till they had totally defeated the Auſtrians. But, 


vunced far, towards the enemy, before he received 

; "0 © ſeveral pullets; one in the ear, another in the 
2 heart, and three in the other parts of the body“. 
BL. Hie fell inſtantly from his horſe, without the 
5 leaſt ſigns of life; and general Manteufel took 
„the colours out of his band, and gave them to 


» 
-” 


o] This is the account —— Sire e 

* Schwerin's age at the time of his death; but general Lloyd 

| Jays, that he was born on the 26th of Oktober, 1684; and if 

tis date be right, che marechal, when he was Killed, was only 

in his ſeventy-third year. This, however, was a great age, 

to exhibit ſo much activity, ardour, and preſence of mind, as 

were manifeſted by marechal Schwerin on this memorable 

occaſion, 

"ith 243 Account of the action written by count Schvrio pubs 

BJ | liſhed i in Lloyd's * of the War, p. 6 
6 


Sthreatened to diſconcert the whole plan of ope- \ 


unfortunately, marechal SCHWERIN had not ad- 
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the enſign. But that officer had ſcarcely received Cu ar. 
them, when a cannon ball came, and killed him Fe = 


on the ſpot . Soon after the death of marechal 
Schwerin, prince Henry, the king's brother, diſ- 
mounted from his horſe, and, heading his bri=® 
gade, was the firſt that climbed a mountain, and 
took poſſeſſion of a battery, by which the Pruſ- 
ſian troops had been greatly annoyed *®. 

Tux king of Pruſſia expoſed himſelf to the fire 
of the enemy with the utmoſt intrepidity, and 
greatly contributed, by his own conduct, to the 


defeat of the Auſtrians. At a time when the 


Auſtrian right wing had obtained a confiderable 
advantage over the Pruſſians, and, in the ardour 
of purſuit, had advanced ſo far as to leave an 
opening between the Auſtrian right and left 


wing, Frederick inſtantly availed himſelf of the 


favourable opportunity to occupy the vacant 
place. By this manceuvre he ſeparated the two 
wings of the enemy from each other ; and, at the 
ſame time, by an additional ſtroke of generalſhip, 
he ordered a body of troops to poſſeſs the ground 
on which his own left wing had ſtood : ſo that 
when the Auſtrian right wing was forced back 
by the Pruſſians, it found itſelf ſurrounded, and 


249 Account of the action written 9 5 count Schwerin, ut 


ſupra. 

250 Account of the battle of Prague, written by a Pruſſian 
officer to his friend in Holland, and publiſhed in the Gentle- 
man's Magazine, vol. XXVII. p. 279. 
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Biſchowitz; while work left wing, which was 
furiouſly attacked by the Pruffian infantry, under 


prince Henry, with fixed bayonets, was obliged 
to take refuge in Prague. The center of the 


Auſtrians was alſo broken, after an obſtinate 
conteſt, and driven into the fame city, and this 
completed the victory of the Pruffians. 

THE attack of the Auſtrian army by the King 
of Pruſſia was extremely unexpected [x] ; but 
the Auſtrians were e poſted, and-it was a 


[x] In an account of this battle, written by a Pruſſian 
to his friend in Holland, is the following paſſage : © The 
© Auſtrian generals had no apprehenſions of an attack on the 
« ſixth of May. Their cavalry were, on that day, out a 
e foraging. Their whole camp was quiet, and the ſoldiers 


© boiled the pot. They had not the leaſt doubt, but that, on 


© the fifth, marechal Schwerin's army was many miles off, 
But this army made forced marches on that day, as they had 
done the day before; and having arrived in their camp at 
midnight, unſpeakably fatigued, received that very inſtant 
orders to advance near ten Engliſh miles farther ; where, 

« juſt at day-break, they were joined by the king, who, with- 
© out allowitig his troops the leaſt repoſe, immediately began 
© the attack. The enemy had' not a moment to ſtrike their 
* tents; ſo that, after the victory, all their field furniture and 
* baggage, and all their carriages, fell into our hands. The 


| © huſlars of Ziethen have divided the military cheſt,” This 


officer, ſpeaking afterwards of the king's behaviour during 
the action, ſays, His majeſty expoſed his perſon to the 
© fierceſt cannonading, with an air of unconcern, which made 
* thoſe tremble for his life, whom it animated to riſk their 
* own,” Gent. Mag. vol. XXVII. p. 278. 


very 
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very long and obſtinate engagement. Frederick Cn. 


ſays, © This battle, which began about nine in 


the morning, continued, including the purſuit, - 1756. 
till eight in the evening, and was one of tj 


* moſt murderous of the preſent century, The 
© enemy loſt twenty-four thouſand men, of which 
five thouſand were made priſoners. Thirty 
' officers were taken, eleven ſtandards, and ſixty 
pieces of cannon. The loſs of the Pruſſians 


* amounted to eighteen thouſand, without enu- 


* merating marechal Schwerin, who himſelf was 
more than equal in value to ten thouſand men. 
His death withered the laurels of victory, which 
had been purchaſed by blood ſo precious. 
This day beheld the pillars of the Pruſſian in- 
* fantry fall, Generals Fouquet and Winterfeld 


© were dangerouſly wounded. M. de Hautchar- 


© moy, M. de Goltz, the prince of Holſtein, M. 
de Anhalt, and a number of valiant officers 
and old ſoldiers, loſt their lives, and could not 
be replaced, during a cruel and bloody war-. 
On the fide of the Anftrians marechal Brown, 
who was a general of great merit, received a 
wound, of which he died afterwards at Prague. 
MARTCHAL SCHWERIN, who was killed in this 
action, and who was deeply and juſtly regretted 
by the Pruſſian monarch, is ſtiled, in the account 
of the battle publiſhed at Berlin, the greateſt 


24 Hiſt, de la Guerre de Sept Aus, tome I, p. 155. 
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general of his time. He certainly poſſeſſed 
uncommon military talents; and the circum. 
ſtances and manner of his death, at ſuch an ad. 


Wn Janced age, reflect luſtre on his memory. The 


king was chiefly indebted to him for his victory 
at Molwitz, where the marechal received two 
conſiderable wounds. General Lloyd ſays of him, 
that © he was rather a little ſized man; he had, 
* however, a martial look ; loved the ſoldiers, and 


„ was very careful of them; and was, therefore, 


* much beloved by them: and though he, on 
© ſome occaſions, was very hot, in all his expe- 
© ditions he knew how to combine the greateſt 
* bravery with the greateſt prudence *,* The 
king erected a marble ſtatue of him at Berlin, in 
the ſquare called Place Guillaume, where the 
ſoldiers were daily exerciſed. In the garriſon 
church of Berlin is alſo a monumental picture of 
him, in which he is repreſented dying, and em- 
bracing victory, by whom he is crowned. The 
colours, which he had in his hand when he was 
killed at the battle of Pracve, are leaning againſt 


him“ “[v]. 


13 


* Lloyd's Hiſtory of the War in Germany, vol. I, p. 41. 

357 Ibid. p. 42. 

254 Burney's Preſent State of Muſic in Germany, &c. vol. IL 
p. 105, 106. 

Ur! Marechal Scuwertn ſtudied ſome time at © Leyden; 
and, in 1699, ſerved in a Dutch regiment, of which his uncle 
was commander. In the year 1705, he was a captain of in- 
fantry. His uncle afterwards quitting the Dutch ſervice, be 
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Arrz the defeat of the Auſtrians at Prague, Cnar 


near fifty 2 of them took ſnelter in that 1 


city. 


did the ſame ; and, in 1706, he was made a lieutenant-colonel _ 


in the ſervice of the duke of Mecklenburgh. The following 


year he was advanced to the rank of colonel. In 1712, he 


was ſent by the duke of Mecklenburgh to Charles XII. king 


of Sweden, who was then at Bender, and he continued with 


that prince a year. On his return, he was made a brigadier 
and, in 1718, a major-general. In 1719, he commanded the 
Mecklenburgh troops at the battle of Walmſmoelen, where he 
obtained the victory. He afterwards entered into the Pruſſian 


' ſervice as a major-general ; in 1731, was advanced to the rank 


of heutenant-general; and the following year was made a 
knight of the order of the black eagle. In 1739, he was made 
a general of infantry ; and, in 1740, a field-marechal. 
Voltaire intimates, that the king of Pruſſia was not a little 
diſpleaſed, that marechal Schwerin ſhould. have gained the 
victory at Molwitz, after he had quitted the field. The 
conquering general, he ſays, was very near being diſ- 
« graced.* He alſo mentions an inſtance of the king being 
extremely offended with the marechal, for remonſtrating againſt 
his heavy exactions in Sileſia, © The Silefian nobility,” ſays 
Voltaire, are ſo cruelly oppreſſed, that they ſucceſſively 
© abandon the country, leaving behind them what they cannot 
carry away. It is reported, that marechal Schwerin took the 
© liberty one day to ſay to the king, © If your majeſty intends 
« to give back this province, you get enough from it; but, if 


*« you have a mind to keep it, you draw a great deal too 


« much.” Frederick turned his back to him, and never for- 
gave him that ſpeech.” Whatever truth there may be in 
theſe ſtories of Voltaire, it is certain, that the king of 


Pruſſia had a very high opinion of the military abilities of 


marechal Schwerin, and great confidence in them. On one 
occaſion he had acquainted the marechal, that he ſhould have 
Llz | ö forty 
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Cn city. The Prufſian monarch immediately in- 


XX. 


A. D 


veſted the city on both ſides of the river, him. 


1756. ſelf commanding on one ſide, and marechal Keith 
on the other. In four days the whole city was 


ſurrounded with lines and intrenchments, by 
which all communication from without was en- 
tirely cut off. Prince Charles of Lorrain, the 


two princes of Saxony, .the prince of Modena, 


the duke d'Aremberg, and count Lacy, were 


among thoſe ſhut up within the walls. It has 


been conſidered as extraordinary, by military 
men, that the king of Pruſſia ſhould have 
thought it poſſible to reduce an army of fifty 
thouſand men, in ſuch an extenſive town as 
Prague, with an army fo little ſuperior as his 
own. But he was of a temper that prompted 
him to bold attempts ; and he flattered himſelf, 
that as Prague was very populous, the addition to 
the inhabitants of ſo numerous a garriſon, would 
make the reduction of the place by famine the 


more certain. He did not, however, rely ſolely 
upon this, but prepared to bombard the town. 


On the twenty-ninth of May, at midnight, after 


forty thouſand men, which he was to have under his command 
for a particular ſervice. 'The marechal looking over a paper, 
which contained an account of the troops, told the king, that 


bie could make out only thirty thouſand, * Oh, well,” replied 


Frederick, it is forty thouſand, including yourſelf,” 
335 Lloyd's Hiſt, of the War in Germany, ut ſupra, p. 58. 
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a dreadful ſtorm of rain and thunder, on the Cuani 
fignal of a rocket, four Pruſſian batteries, which 
diſcharged every twenty-four hours two hundred 1756. 
and eighty- eight bombs, beſides a vaſt multitude 
of red hot balls, began to pour deſtruction on 
the city, which was ſoon in flames in every part. 
The garriſon made a vigorous defence, and two 
well conducted and deſperate allies : but they 
were repulſed with great loſs. After the con- 
flagration had laſted three days, and conſumed a 
prodigious number of buildings, the principal | | 
magiſtrates, burghers, and clergy, perceiving | 
their city on the point of being reduced to an | 
heap of rubbiſh, beſought the commander in a 4 
body to hearken to terms. But he was deaf o : | 
their ſolicitations ; and drove out twelve thou- | 
ſand of ſuch of the inhabitants, as were leaſt 

uſeful in defending the city. Theſe, by order of 

the king of Pruſſia, were again forced back ; 

which ſoon produced ſo great a ſcarcity of pro- 

viſions within the walls, that the Auſtrians were 

reduced to the neceſſity of eating horſe-fleſh, 

forty horſes being daily diſtributed to the troops, | 
and the ſame food ſold at four-pence a pound to = 
the inhabitants. Such was the wretched condi- 

tion of the city of Prague at the beginning of 

the month of June; and the affairs of the em- 

preſs-queen now ſeemed to be 1n a very critical, 

and almoſt deſperate fituation. Her principal 

commanders were cooped up in Prague, that 
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taken, all her hered 


1756. and expoſed 
actual poſſeſſion of the Pruſſians “e. 


ent, capital 
A. D. 


